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President’'s Page

Looking Forward

Keith Dahlhauser, MD

e have had another peaceful transition of power. This occurred at our yearly holiday party/

annual meeting. We had a great turnout of new physicians and established physicians. This

is one of the few times of the year that some of us have a relaxing time with our peers. The

conversation level at the party was high and | think everyone enjoyed themselves and the
medical comedy act. In the past, our society has fulfilled many rolls for physicians. We have provided
CME and we have been involved in the politics of the county and state. Over the last few years we have
reduced our CME activities as most physicians have less expensive web-based educational opportuni-
ties, so we are less needed for the CME role. As a board, we do stay involved in the local politics of
Pierce County and preventive medicine, but we do not do this at the state level to the extent that WSMA
does. This political role is important for medicine in the state of Washington, so | will be maintaining my
membership in WSMA, as | think most of you will.

During this coming year, my goal is to provide more social and interactive time among physicians. At least
for me, my initial involvement in Pierce County Medical Society occurred because of my desire to network
with other physicians. We have similar interests and background, and its bene cial for patient referrals and
coordinated patient care when we know each other. As an ophthalmologist who does not use a hospital
for surgery, without PCMS, | would probably not know many physicians personally. To achieve this goal,
we will need to arrange interactive educational fun events. Some of the events in the past that stand out
to me include wine tasting and membership meetings that included discussions from a DEA agent and of
the Canadian healthcare system. The best speakers are introduced to us by word-of-mouth from others
who have heard their presentations. | would request that those of you who have read this far in my rst
presidents article, call Sue Asher or myself with any ideas of speakers or events that you feel would bring
together a good crowd of members. You can also email me at mdkeith@comcast.net.

Unfortunately, our main go-to person who does all the behind the scenes work for us, Sue Asher, will retire
this year. She will be very hard to replace. One of our biggest jobs this year will be to nd her replacement.

If you know someone who would do well at this job, and help build membership, please let us know.

With your help and involvement we will keep Pierce County Medical Society an important society for all
physicians to join.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 EDITION 3
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2014 annual meeting Highlights

ircrest Golf Club was once again a full house for

the 2014 Annual Meeting as members enjoyed

good company, excellent food, and many laughs.

The evening included a full agenda with raf es,
recognitions, welcoming of new of cers and thanks for
those completing their services. The atmosphere was fun
and festive in the beautifully decorated club and it was
evident that everyone enjoyed visiting with colleagues
and friends they hadn t seen for a while.

Dr. Mark Grubb , President, asked his wife, Dr. Nan -
cy Grubb to do the honors of drawing tickets for the
three raffle gifts. As he announced the winners each
one came forward to claim a large basket of goodies,
as well as a $100 gift certificate to the Lobster Shop.
Lucky raffle winners included Kathy Samms (wife of
Dr. John Samms), Karen Benveniste (wife of Dr. Ron
Benveniste) and Dr. Harold Boyd , Emergency Room
physician at Tacoma General Hospital. Congratula-
tions to the winners and thanks to everyone who pur-
chased raffle tickets as the proceeds benefit the PCMS
Foundation Holiday Sharing Card Project.

PCMS had to say goodbye to many members in 2014
who were great contributors, not only to PCMS, but to
our community as well. Dr. Grubb asked for silence as
he read the names of members who had died in the
last year. They include Drs.:

Leonard Alenick Buel Sever
Robert Florence Walter Sobba
Gordon Klatt Eileen Toth

Darwin Marlatt Guthrie Turner

Jerome Rao

Three of these physicians served as PCMS Presidents,
Dr. Robert Florence in 1971, Dr. Gordon Klatt in 1990
and Dr. Eileen Toth, the first female president in 1992.
Both Drs. Leonard Alenick and Gordon Klatt were re-
cipients of the Community Service Award and honored
at previous Annual Meetings, Dr. Alenick in 2004 and
Dr. Klatt in 1995.

The evening is normally highlighted by the presenta-
tion of the Community Service Award, which has been
done since its inception in 1992, when Dr. George
Tanbara was honored as the first recipient. Last yeatr,
the first woman recipient was recognized, Dr. Joan
Halley. Dr. Grubb explained to the audience that this
year there was another first. Reporting that the re-

It’s fantastic that PCMS members donate so many wonderful
gifts. The YWCA depends on these donations for their clients
and they are always very grateful

cipient, unfortunately, was at a Stevie Wonder concert
in Seattle and not able to attend. The first time in 23
years, the recipient was not able to be tricked, ca-
joled, or threatened into attending. He noted several
attempts at trying to secretly get Dr. Dan Wiklund ,
award recipient, to attend, but all efforts were not
successful, as he really did have plans and tickets to
attend the Seattle concert. Dr. Grubb noted that some
other avenue of recognition for Dr. Wiklund would be
figured out as he was so deserving of the award due
to over 25 years of service to the community and to
medical missionary visits in remote locations in third
world countries.

See Annual Meeting page 6
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Annual Meetlng from page 5

In appreciation, Dr. Grubb asked all past-presidents
to stand and introduce themselves. They included,
by year of service:

Ralph Johnson, MD (1978)
Richard Hawkins, MD (1986)
Richard Bowe, MD (1987)
Bill Jackson, MD (1988)
Bill Ritchie, MD (1989)
David Law, MD (1995)
John Rowlands, MD (1996)
Larry Larson, DO (1999)
Jim Rooks, MD (2003)
Mike Kelly, MD (2004)
Patrick Hogan, DO (2005)
Ron Morris, MD (2008)
Bill Hirota, MD (2012)
Daniel Ginsberg, MD (2013)

Before thanking everyone who served on the board of
trustees during his tenure, Dr. Grubb asked Dr. Dan
Ginsberg to come to the podium for very special rec-
ognition. Having served the past three years as presi-
dent elect, president, and past president, and trustee
terms prior to that, Dr. Ginsberg moved PCMS forward
in many respects. First, agreement by the board in the
design and selection of a new logo, which had been
attempted several times over the last few years, and
then total rebuilding of a membership based website.
From functionality, design, and guiding developers,
Dr. Ginsberg was instrumental in seeing the website
through to fruition. He continues to advise and mon-
itor the working of the site and has been absolutely
invaluable to PCMS for many IT projects and integra-
tion. Dr. Grubb thanked him immensely for all he has
done and continues to do for PCMS and presented
him with a thank you gift.

Recognizing the other physicians who served on the
board during his presidential year, Dr. Grubb thanked
Drs. Keith Dahlhauser, Steve Litsky, Brian Mulhall,
Sibel Blau, Khash Dehghan, Jennie Hendrie, Su -
san McDonald, Kim Mebust, Aaron Pace and Jean
Riguelme. He also thanked the State Medical As-
sociation board members for their service, Drs. Bill
Hirota, Nick Rajacich , and Nathan Schlicher .

Introducing the new president for 2015, Dr. Grubb
asked Dr. Keith Dahlhauser to join him on stage
where he presented him with the presidential gavel.
Dr. Dahlhauser thanked Dr. Grubb for his service to
PCMS, noting his exemplary leadership and commit-

PIERCE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

ment which included the process of deunifying from
WSMA. Dr. Dahlhauser presented him with a thank you
gift for his service. Dr. Dahlhauser then introduced the
2015 Board of Trustees including newly elected trust-
ees. They were: Drs. Brian Mulhall, Mark Grubb, Nick
Rajacich, Steve Litsky, Khash Dehghan, Julian Ayer,
Jennie Hendrie, Shalini Kanneganti, Susan McDon -
ald, Aaron Pace and Swati Vora. (See board roster
page 9) Dr. Dahlhauser noted he looks forward to serv-
ing as the 2015 President and plans to concentrate
on offering a mix of social and educational programs
as well as replacement of the Associations long time
executive Director. He then introduced speaker and
humorist Dr. Brad Nieder.

Dr. Dan Ginsberg (R) receives thank you gift from Dr. Mark
*UXEE IRU KLV VLIQL,{FDQW FRQWULEXWL

meA

Past Presidents are asked to stand and introduce themselves
- L to R Drs. Mike Kelly, Richard Hawkins, Bill Hirota, John
Rowlands, Larry Larson, Bill Jackson and Jim Rooks

See Annual Meeting page 8



PCMS Foundation thanks
generous 2014 contributors

he PCMS Foundation, once again due to the generous, giving nature of Pierce County Medical Society
members distributed $18,000 in grant money to community non-pro t organizations in Pierce County.
Funds were raised by contributions to the holiday sharing card and raf e ticket sales at the annual meeting.

Thank you to everyone who contributed

Grant recipients for 2014 included:

Catholic Community Services — Hospitality Kitchen New Phoebe House

Catholic Community Services — Family Housing Network Perinatal Collaborative
Community Health Care Pierce County Project Access
Crystal Judson Justice Center St. Leo Food Connection
Family Renewal Shelter The Rescue Mission

Habitat for Humanity of Pierce County Trinity Neighborhood Clinic

Neighborhood Clinic

All grant recipients are required to spend their grant money in Pierce County for direct services to residents in need
of assistance. The Foundation has no administrative overhead; consequently all contributions are donated to 501(c)
(3) organizations that are selected as grant recipients.

The following quotes from a couple of the many thank you letters from grant recipients indicate their appreciation
and how the funds are used to help Pierce County residents:

Support like yours is at the heart of what our Childrens Feeding Programs is about the community coming
together to respond to hunger in our midst. | am very grateful that we are able to partner together to help support
those students and families who are struggling to put food on the table every day Kevin Glackin-Coley, Director,
St. Leo Food Connection.

With the help of your generous donation, the Mission provides hot nutritious meals, shelter, case management, an
opportunity for education, and warm clothing for the many men, women, and children of Pierce County who come
to our doors. Along with a warm smile and friendly encouragement, they are reminded that someone cares Mike
Johnson, Executive Director, Rescue Mission.

PCMS is grateful to the following physician who contributed to the Foundation and was inadvertently not included in
the holiday card, with apologies,

Leslie P. Fox, MD

and to those whose contributions were made after card distribution:

Jos & Fran Cove’ Shirley Kemman Paul Swinehart, MD
Drs. Mark & Nancy Grubb William Lee, MD George & Kimi Tanbara
Joan Halley, DO Leslie Malo, MD Sumiho Wada

Michael Jarvis, MD Jennifer Smith, MD Alice Wilhyde

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 EDITION
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Annual Meetlng from page 6

-

Pediatricians Dr. Don Russell (and wife Barb) visit with Dr. Past President Dr. Bill Ritchie (left) welcomes new member

Carl Plonsky (and his wife Kay) Dr. Joseph Shvidler, ENT/facial plastic surgeon

From left, Cathy Brady, Dr. Steve Brady, Donna White, Dr. Larry Dr. Irfan Ansari, Dr. Srini Sundarum and Ren Erickson pose
White, Dr. Dennis Drouillard and speaker Dr. Brad Neider for the photographer

From left, retired radiologist Vern Larson and pulmonary Dr. David Law, recently retired, with wife Beverly (right) and
physician Dr. John Rowlands Penny Rooks (wife of Dr. Jim Rooks)

See Annual Meeting page 10



Keith Dahlhauser, MD is an ophthalmol-
ogist. He received his medical education
from the University of lowa College of
Medicine. He completed his internship at
St. Marys Health Services followed by res-
idency at the University of Minnesota. Dr.
Dahlhauser will serve as President.

Nicholas Rajacich, MD , is an orthopedic/pedi-
atric orthopedic surgeon. He graduated from
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and com-
pleted his internship at Rhode Island Hospital
and residency at San Francisco Orthopedic
Residency Training Program and The Hospital
for Sick Children in Toronto, Ontario. Dr. Raja-
cich will serve as Vice President .

Steven Litsky, MD practices physical med-
icine & rehabilitation. He graduated from
Sackler School of Medicine and completed
his internship and residency at Sinai Hospi-
tal/DMC, Wayne State University. Dr. Litsky
was elected Secretary .

Julian Ayer, MD, Trustee is a pediatrician in
Tacoma. He graduated from Rush Medical
College in 2000. He completed his intern-
ship at Providence St. Peters and residency
at UW Madison Hospital.

Shalini Kanneganti, MD , Trustee, is a co-
lon/rectal/general surgeon. She graduated
from JIM College, India and completed
residencies at Maricopa Medical Center
and Michigan State University Grand Rap-
ids Medical Education Partners.

Aaron Pace, MD, Trustee is a dermatolo-
gist in Tacoma. He graduated from Loyola
University, completed an internship at
MacNeal Hospital and residency at Loyola
University.

New Board of Trustees will
lead PCMS In 2015

Brian Mulhall, MD , practices gastroenterol-
ogy. He graduated from St. Louis University,
completed his internship and residency at
Madigan AMC and fellowship at Walter
Reed AMC. Dr. Mulhall was elected Presi-
dent-Elect .

Mark Grubb, MD practices pediatrics in Puy-
allup. He attended medical school at Louisi-
ana State University Medical Center and com-
pleted his internship and residency at Baylor
College of Medicine followed by a fellowship
at Texas Childrens Hospital. Dr. Grubb will
serve as Immediate Past President .

Khash Dehghan, MD practices plastic sur-
gery in Tacoma. He received his medical
education and residency training at St.
Louis University. Dr. Dehghan will serve as
Treasurer.

Jennie Hendrie, MD , Trustee practices
pediatrics. She graduated from Indiana Uni-
versity School of Medicine and completed
her internship and residency at Methodist
Hospital of Indiana.

Susan McDonald, MD, Trustee is a family
practitioner in Bonney Lake. She graduat-
ed from the University of Washington and
completed her internship and residency at
Valley Medical Clinic.

Swati D. Vora, MD, Trustee is a pediatric
neurologist. She graduated from Karanata-
ka University, India and completed her in-
ternship and residency at Childrens Hospi-
tal, Austin, Texas, followed by a fellowship
at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.

The trustees are responsible for governing the organization and subsidiaries, including maintaining, developing, and expanding
programs and services for members, seeing that the organization is properly managed and that assets are being cared for and
ensuring the perpetuation of the organization. Meetings are held on the rst Tuesday of each month except for July and August. The
Board of Trustees is comprised of the President, Vice President, Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, President-Elect and six trustees.
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