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Ask your bookkeeper 
how things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

t tm M  Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, Wenatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

i5> Registered M ark Blue C ross Association
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A summary of Medical Society, and local medical and health news

300 FREE HEALTH TIPS AT YOUR FINGER TIPS!
A cam paign to increase use and general public aw aren ess of Pierce 

C ounty 's unique free health inform ation  service, Tel-Med, is b « ng 
launched. T he prom otional effort will begin la te  in Jan u a ry  and will 
include public service announcem en ts (filmed a t th e  MSPC office by a 
crew  from KSTW ). bus cards, a re-designed Tel-Med b rochure , physic ian  
office display cards, and o th er m ateria ls. T he local ad v ertis in g /p u b lic  
re la tions firm  of G raves and A ssociates is c o n trib u tin g  its serv ices to the
Tel-Med cam paign.

Since its inception in 1977, Tel-Med h as answ ered  over 200,000 
telephone inquiries. Each of these callers has heard  a physic ian  approved, 
pre-recorded m e s s a g e  concluding w ith , “brought to you by th e  physic ians 
of Pierce C ounty .”

Tel-Med is a joint public service project of the Pierce C ounty  Medical 
Society A uxiliary and Medical Society. T he Tel-Med Board of T ru s tee s  is 
headed by President C athy Schneider. T h e  A uxiliary provides over 50 
volunteer m an hours each m onth for operation of th e  Tel-Med 
sw itchboard. In addition, two part-tim e employees s ta ff  the board d u rin g  
afternoon and evening hours.

Tel-Med hours of operation are  10:00 a.m . to 8:00 p.m ., M onday th ru  
Friday.

STATE LEGISLATURE CONVENES
T he legislature convened on M onday, Jan u ary  11 and is expected to 

deal prim arily  w ith the  s ta te 's  fiscal d ilem m as. On Jan u a ry  27 th e  
W ashington S ta te  Medical Association held a legislative w orkshop  in 
Olympia for physicians participa ting  in the  “Key C o n tac t"  p rogram  
aimed at establish ing one-on-one w orking re la tionsh ips betw een 
legislators and physicians. Physicians are invited to “spend a day in 
O lym pia” staffing the legislative first-aid  clinic and m eeting w ith  
legislators. Please call the  Medical Society office, 572-3667, for details

PHYSICIANS INSURANCE UNDERWAY
Over 1,000 physicians have sw itched th e ir professional liab ility  

insurance to Physicians Insurance. T he physician-ow ned and directed 
com pany became a reality  late  in Decem ber w hen necessary  loan 
gu aran tees and s ta te  in su rance  com m issioner requ irem en ts w ere m et.

Early  in January  it w as announced th a t Mr. Tom Fine, account 
executive for the  WSMA-sponsored A etna program  for the  past seven 
years, joined Physicians Insurance as the  new  m anager of the  com pany’s 
m arketing  departm ent. For additional inform ation regard ing  Physic ians 
Insurance, the  Seattle  toll free telephone num ber is 1 -800-732-1148.

PHYSICIAN USE OF LIBRARY SERVICES UNDER STUDY
Use of library  services provided th rough  the joint U niversity  of 

W ashington Health Sciences and King County Medical Society 
arrangem ent is under study  by th e  WSMA. T he 198i House of D elegates 
ordered a study to determ ine actual use  and to seek an  equ itab le  
d istribu tion  of costs state-w ide. A report is to be m ade to the  House of 
Delegates in 1982. All MSPC m em bers w ere scheduled to receive 
inform ation in early  January .

SURVEY RESULTS IN FEBRUARY
R esults of the annual m em bership opinion su rvey  will be included in 

the F ebruary  Bulletin. Over 30 percent of the  m em bersh ip  responded to 
the 4th annual survey. R esults w ere used by th e  Board of T ru s tee s  in its 
annual goal-setting re trea t held on S a tu rday , Jan u a ry  30.

(continued on page 11)
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BURN CARE UPDATE:
A Practical Approach

ACCREDITATION:
CREDITS: 13 H OURS
AMA — As an organization accred ited  for continu ing  m edical education , th e  C ollege o f M edical E ducation , Inc., 
ce rtifie s  th a t th is  offering m ee ts  the c rite ria  for 13 h o u rs  in  C ategory I for the P hysic ian  R ecogn ition  Award of 
the  A m erican M edical A ssociation and  for the  re licen su re  re q u ire m e n ts  of th e  M edical E x am in e r o f  th e  S tate of 
W ashington.
AAFP — A ccredited  by the A m erican A cadem y o f Fam ily P ractice  for 13 h o u rs  C ategory I (P re sc rib ed ).
ACEP — A ccredited  for 13 h ours by the A m erican College of E m ergency  Physicians.
C ER P — A ccred ited  for 13 h ou rs continuing education  recognition  p o in ts  (C E R P) by  th e  W ashington  S ta te  
N urses A ssociation.
CEXJ — 13 hours con tinu ing  education  units.

REGISTRATION:
Fee: 850  Includes lunchesAVine and  C heese Social
Paid p re reg is tra tio n  is req u ired  before  F ebruary  20, 1982. R eg is tra tio n s a re  lim ite d  by ca tegory  an d  a c c e p t e d  on a 
paid , first-com e, firs t-served  basis.
P lease  ad d re ss  a ll reg is tra tio n s and  correspondence  to:
M axine Bailey, Executive D irector, College o f  M edical E duca tion , Inc.
705 S o u th  9 th , # 2 0 3 , Tacom a, W ashington 98405. Phone: 206-627-7137

E nclosed  is  my check for 850. (M ake checks payable  to  COME)

N am e

A ddress

A

E m ployed  by 
AMA AAFP CERP 
C red it (c irc le  one)

A CEP CEU
Occupation: (circle one)

MD RN LPN OT PT Firefighter 
EMT Paramedic Other



Lloyd C. E lm er, M.D.

WE MUST PRESERVE OUR PROFESSIONALISM

T he new year begins for some w ith  hopes and dream s 
fulfilled; for o thers w ith vacant expectations and unm et 
realizations. But for m ost of us January  is greeted 
w arm ly and hope springs eternal.

For the Medical Society a confident visage appears for 
1982 in spite of potential pitfalls ahead. T h e  greatest of 
these is the  unravelling of the thread  th a t binds us 
together in the practice of our science and a rt. As a 
profession and a professional organization our g reatest 
asset is the dedication of our mem bers. T h a t dedication 
is exemplified daily in the trea ting  of the  sick, in the 
w illingness to aid colleagues — both technically and 
intellectually  — and in providing support and counsel 
w hen a fellow physician is in need.

However, the very factor that has been a bastion of our 
s treng th  these past several years, now poses a very real 
th rea t to the harm ony that has existed in th is medical 
com m unity. T h at factor is our rapidly grow ing 
m em bership.

T he Medical Society of Pierce County has been able to 
expand its  horizons (in both services and activities) 
m any fold in recent years while m aintain ing  a stable 
dues level. T h is rem arkable feat, all the more so in a 
rapidly expanding inflationary economy, has been

accom plished because of a s tu te  m anagem ent to be sure , 
but also because of the  explosive increase  in our 
m em bership.

T h u s, th a t w hich has been ou r financial sa lvation  now 
th rea ten s us individually and collectively as an 
association. Bigness and grow th  alone are not the 
problems, ft is the rapid increase  in the  nu m b er of 
physicians in the com m unity  in a tim e of econom ic 
adversity  and rising  unem ploym ent th a t ex erts  potential 
negative forces upon us.

We m ust act together to fight frag m en ta tio n  and to 
preserve collegiality. Should we fail ou r professionalism  
will be lost. We need not look too far to see w hat ill has 
been reaped by o th er professions w hich have fallen 
under the influence of d iv isiveness, unfounded criticism  
and selfishness. Professionalism  and the  e th ics of our 
professional fo rebearers m ust be preserved as a legacy 
for the fu ture.

In the com ing year support one an o th er by supporting  
the Medical Society. Paying your dues opens the  door; 
the threshold  lies beyond. P artic ipate  w ith  your 
colleagues in  an  organization  th a t will a lw ay s w ork to 
m ake your voice heard and w hich welcom es your advice. 
By w orking together success will be m et on all fron ts.

L C E



PHYSICIAN ID A PROBLEM 
FOR PHARMACISTS

At th e  p re sen t tim e th e re  is no w ay th a t  a p h a r­
m ac ist in P ierce  C oun ty  can  d e te rm in e  if th e  D rug  
E nfo rcem en t Agency (DEA) n u m b er on a  p h y s ic ia n ’s 
p rescrip tio n  is legal an d  in force or w h e th er, p e rh ap s, it 
has  been suspended . In q u irie s  of th e  DEA, both a t  the  
s ta te  and  federal levels, a re  m et w ith  th e  sam e an sw er, 
“w e a re  not priv ileged to give ou t th a t in fo rm a tio n ” .

T h is  leaves th e  p h a rm a c is t in a q u a n d a ry  if he o r she  
has a n y  d o u b ts. Of course , m ost of th e  tim e, he  know s 
th e  ph y sic ian , bu t th ere  have been occasions in recen t 
y ears w hen  th ese  n u m b ers  have  been rescinded  for one 
reason  or a n o th e r  such  a s  re tirem e n t of th e  physic ian , 
in ap p ro p ria te  p rescrip tio n s , use  o r d isp en sa tio n  of 
con tro lled  su b s tan ces , etc..

Add to th is  th e  large n u m b er of new  p hy sic ian s in  the  
co m m u n ity , so m eth in g  like tw o h u n d red  in th e  last four 
years, and th e  problem  of iden tification  for the  
p h a rm a c is t is com pounded even m ore. If he fills the  
p rescrip tion  in good fa ith  an d  finds la te r  th a t  th e  DEA 
n u m b er is not valid , itc o u ld b e e m b a rra s s in g a lth o u g h  in 
m ost in s tan ces , u n d e rstan d ab le .

T h e  problem  of physic ian  iden tification  has been 
especially  a cu te  in the  case of em ergency room 
p h y sic ians. T h ere  seem s to be a larg e r tu rn -o v er in th is  
specia lty , w ith  phy sic ian s com ing and  going and  being 
on d u ty  a t va rio u s em ergency room s on v a r io u sd ay s  and 
a t various tim es. Don H ebert, co -chairm an  of th e  
I n te r p r o f e s s io n a l  C o m m itte e , r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  
p h a rm a c is ts , h a s  prom ised to try  and estab lish  a ro s te r  
of those  p h ysic ians s ta ffin g  the  em ergency room s for h is 
g ro u p  as well as a list of the  new  phy sic ian s in Pierce 
C ounty . E ach of these  phy sic ian s w ould have a DEA 
num ber, also.

PHARMACY HOTLINE IS WORKING
T h e  pharm acy  “Hot L ine" is w o rk in g  w ell, a s  w as 

pointed out at o u r q u a rte rly  b reak fa st m eeting  in 
D ecem ber. A m isconception  th a t th e  “ Hot L ine" can  be 
used to b roadcast a specific nam e or person  as a n  a b u se r 
of d ru g s is held by m any  of us.

Only if th e  ind iv idual is know n to have sto len  a 
p rescrip tion  pad or com m itted  som e c rim in al offense  can 
th a t in fo rm ation  be p rom ulgated . A n d a n y p h y s ic ia n c a n  
use  the  "H ot L ine" to an n o u n ce  to all th e  p h a rm a c is ts  in 
Pierce C oun ty  th a t he d o esn 't w an t any  p rescrip tion  
filled over h is  nam e for any  c e rta in  ind iv idual. T h is , of 
course, is legal. T h e  form er could be co n stru ed  a s  libel.

NEW GENERIC DRUGS
On D ecem ber 21st a w hole new  g ro u p  of g en eric  d rugs 

becam e av ailab le  on w elfare  so be su re  to  sign  your 
p re sc rip tio n  in th e  low er left h a n d  of th e  form  w h ere  it 
s a y s  “ s u b s t i t u t i o n  p e r m i t t e d . ” O th e r w is e  th e  
p h a rm a c is t will be u n ab le  to  fill th e  p re sc rip tio n  w ithou t 
s u s ta in in g  a financia l loss, g re a te r  th a n  u su a l, on the 
M edicaid p re sc rip tio n . R em em ber, he  is in  b u s in e ss  too, 
and if you w a n t y o u r p a tie n t to have  th e  b ra n d  n am e and 
not th e  ch eap er gen eric , w a rn  him  th a t  h e  m u s t pay for it 
because  D SH S will no t. I r a th e r  im ag in e  he w ill prefer 
th e  generic . T h e re  is even a g en eric  fu ro sim id e  now 
w hich  is a p p a re n tly  sa fe  an d  effective.

Dr. Jim  K ru eg er cam e up w ith  a n  idea th a t  I, a t first, 
d id n 't  th in k  too m uch  of. bu t w h en  I p re sen ted  it to the  
p h a rm a c is ts  th e  recep tion  w as e n th u s ia s tic . Jim 
su g g ests  th a t  w hen  a ph y sic ian  p hones th e  p h a rm ac is t, 
th e  p h a rm a c is t a n sw e rs  w ith  h is  n am e . T h is  lets the 
callin g  ph y sic ian  know  w ho h a s  tak e n  th e  phoned 
p re sc rip tio n , ju s t  in  case  th e re  is an y  q u estio n  la te r  of 
th e  tran sac tio n .

Don H ebert p rom ises to  sp read  th e  w'ord to all the 
p h a rm a c is ts  a sk in g  th em  to coopera te  in th is  e ffort. It 
will tak e  a second lon g ero n  th e  te lephone  b u t w ill m ake a 
m ore personal co m b in a tio n  of e ffo rt be tw een  th e  two 
p rofessions.

By th e  tim e th is  su m m a ry  of o u r m ost recen t m eeting  
ap p ea rs  in th e  B ulle tin  th e  C h ris tm a s  H olidays an d  al! 
th e  bowl g am es will be over. T h e  A u x ilh ry -S o c ie ty  
A nnual D in n er will be h is to ry . And o u r  n e x t com m ittee  
m eeting  will be — like D ecem b er’s — w ith  b reak fa s t 
served  in the  C o u n try  S q u ire  by o u r fa i th fu l  P a tty  a f te ra  
d rive  th ro u g h  th e  d a rk  cold m o rn in g  to ge t th e re  by 7:00
a.m .

And w o u ld n 't you know  it? Lloyd E lm er h a s  asked  me 
to c h a ir  it again!

WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE BEST 
POSSIBLE PATIENT CARE

T h e  last co m m ittee  rep o rt w h ich  ap p eared  in the  
Sep tem ber B u lle tin  in a d v e r ta n tly  in c lu d ed  an  erro r. 
In d isc u ss in g  th e  ro le of th e  n u rse  p ra c tit io n e r  in  ou r 
co m m u n ity , Ju d ith  S loan, FN P-CRN , w as q u o ted  by me 
a s  say ing , “n u rse  p ra c tit io n e rs  a re  no t needed  in Pierce 
C o u n ty  excep t in th e  Ind ian  C lin ic ."  W hat Ju d y  sa id  w as, 

p robab ly  because  of th e  in flu x  of new  p h y s ic ia n s  in to  
P ierce C o u n ty  over th e  p as t few  y ears , p o sitio n s for



n u rse  p ractitioners are  not as plentiful except in places 
like the health  dep artm en t.”

Judy also pointed out a t our m eeting th a t family 
p ractitioners and family n u rse  p ractitioners functioning 
together are a dynam ite com bination for the  delivery of 
prim ary  health  care. I’m not sure  w hether she m eant 
dynam ite or dynam ic but e ither word would be aptly  
descriptive of the opportunity  for good prim ary  health  
care w hich could resu lt from the am algam ation of these 
two forces.

It has been a pleasure to have Judy on our com m ittee 
and she represen ts a m uch needed liaison betw een the 
practicing physician and the nurse  practitioner. 
Sim ilarly, we have enjoyed theaddilion  to th eco m m ittee  
of a podiatrist for certainly the problem s aris in g  in his 
practice vary little  from those of us in o ther b ranches of 
medicine and den tistry . And, the pharm acist deals w ith 
all of us in a m utually  cooperative effort to render the 
best care possible to our patients.

As you probably know, the Interprofessional 
Com m ittee really began alm ost 30 years ago. functioned 
for a year or two and then gradually  became defunct. In 
those days it w as called by a different name, som ething 
like the Pharm acists and Doctors Committee. But your 
present com m ittee, activated back in 1977, is healthy 
and going strong.

T he com m ittee welcomes input from the m em bers of 
any of the professions represented—pharm acists, 
physicians, n u rse  practitioners and den tists. If you have 
a concern w hich you th in k  we m ight consider, do not 
hesita te  to com m unicate w ith me or any m em ber of the 
com m ittee and we will answ er you, one way or another.

Herman S. Judd, M.D.
C hairm an

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an  & T oynbee  can  p ro v id e  you 
w ith  a fu ll range  o f in su ra n ce  coverage  to  m eet 
a ll o f y o u r pe rsona l and  p ro fe s s io n a l nee d s  —  
p en s io ns , e m p lo ye e  b e n e fits , l ife  and  d is a b ility  
insu rance , p rop e rty  and  c a s u a lty  insu ra n ce .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  B R O KER S

705 S o u th  N in th , Ta co m a  W A  98405 I 627-7183

Bob S izer M arge  J o hn so n , C P C U
Doug D yckm an , Jr. B. D enn is  S c h m id t, C LU
John  T o yn b ee  P. K a th y  W a rd lo w
W ayne T h ro nso n  B ob  C leave land

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ica l and A llergy Laboratory
•  Allergens and Vaccines
•  Private & Nursing Home Calls 

Two addresses to Serve You

•  UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL SQUARE 
2603 B ridg e p o rt W ay West
Tacom a, Wash. 98466 
Phone (206) 564-1565

•  TORQUAY MEDICAL CENTER 
34616 11th P lace So.
Federal W ay, W ash. 98003 
Phone (206) 927-7655

CLOVER PARK
REAL ESTATE

'JSsi

GRAVELLY LAKE ESTATE 

GIG HARBOR LOWBANK WATERFRONT 

51 ACRES SUMNER 

PUYALLUP CUSTOM ESTATES 

COMMERCIAL — APARTMENTS 

(206) 584-2700



NEW SOCIETY OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 
INSTALLED AT FESTIVE JOINT MEETING

N ew ly elected M edical Society officers and  tru s te e s  
w ere in sta lled  at th e  a n n u a l jo in t M edical Society- 
A u x ilia ry  m ee tin g  in D ecem ber. T w o  h u n d red  th ir ty  
p h y sic ian s and  sp o u ses a tten d ed  th e  festive  a ffa ir  a t 
T aco m a 's  B icen ten n ia l Pavilion.

O utgo ing  M SPC P re sid en t Dr. George A. T a n b a ra  
ch a ired  th e  m eeting . Special th a n k s  w ere  given to 
A u x ilia ry  m em b ers w h o  w orked to prom ote  th e  S peakers 
B u reau  — Jo Roller, L inda S tilw ell, B etty  V irtu e , Jan  
T h ie ssen , and  M ary  Schafferle. P h y sic ian s w ere urged 
to p a rtic ip a te  in th e  Speakers B ureau  as it c o n tin u es  to 
tak e  m ed ic in e ’s m essage  to th e  com m unity .

A u x ilia ry  P resid en t N ikki C row ley briefly  review ed 
th e  d iverse  ac tiv itie s  of th e  Pierce C oun ty  M edical 
A uxiliary . In a su rp r ise  move, sh e  p resen ted  special 
a w ard s  to D r. Tom  M iskovsky  (for best su p p o rtin g  role, 
as S a n ta , at several of th e  A u x ilia ry ’s c h ild re n ’s holiday 
p a rties) and  D r. H arry  Law son (for h is  renow ned 
p erfo rm ances a s  a m agician  a t  th e  sam e parties).

Dr. Ben B lackett, vice ch a irm a n  of P hy sic ian s 
In su ran ce , reported  th a t  th e  doctor-ow ned and  d irected  
p rofessional liab ility  com pany  had qualified  for i ts  loan 
g u a ra n te e  and  had m et s ta te  in su ra n ce  com m issioner 
req u irem en ts . D r. Dave H opkins w as in troduced  a s  one 
of th re e  P ierce  C o u n ty  re p re se n ta tiv e s  w ho serve  on 
su b sc rib e r adv iso ry  p anels to th e  new  com pany  (o ther 
P ierce  C o u n ty  p h y sic ian s se rv in g  in th a t  c ap ac ity  a re  
D rs. Bob Joh n so n  and  Bob Ferguson).

T h e re  w as  a m om ent of silence for Society m em bers 
w h o  passed  aw ay  in 1981: D rs. W illiam  E. Avery, 
C h arles Aylen, C h arles A rnold, W illiam  C. B row n,

Dr. Vent I  Arson (left), out-going M S P C  vice-president, 
was one o f several officers a n d  trustees recognized fo r  their  
service in  1981.

G erald  C. Kohl, Jack  W. Lee, Jo h n  W. Pelley , F re d e ric k J . j
S ch w ind , an d  Don G. W illard . j

Dr. T a n b a ra  p re sen te d  p laq u e s  of a p p rec ia tio n  to j
o u tg o in g  tru s te e s  a n d  o fficers fo r th e ir  se rv ice  on behalf \
of th e  m edical c o m m u n ity : D rs. Jam es P. D uffy , Robert ;
A. O 'C onnell, B ruce  D. B u c h an a n , an d  R obert E. Lane, j
co m p le tin g  te rm s a s  tru s te e s  in 1981; a n d , D rs. Vern j
L arson , v ice p re s id en t, and  M yra S. V ozenilek, secre tary - |
tre a su re r . M arn y  W eber, A u x ilia ry  p ast-p resid en t, I
received a special g ift for h e r se rv ice  on th e  M edical j
Society B oard of T ru s te e s  in  1980-81. :

In h is  farew ell re m a rk s , Dr. T a n b a ra  review ed a j
n u m b er of is su e s  ad d ressed  d u r in g  h is  y ear as j
p re s id e n t—access to  h e a lth  ca re  by th e  m edically  j
ind ig en t and re fugees, c a re  p rovided se n io r  c itizens, I
em ergency  m edical se rv ices, jail h e a lth , an d  o th er 
issu es. He ex p ressed  h is  ap p rec ia tio n  to  th e  A u x ilia ry  for 
its  m any  e ffo rts  on behalf of m ed ic ine  an d  urged his 
fellow  p h y sic ian s, “ le t ’s no t leave th e  d ec isio n s up  to 
som eone e lse .” Dr. T a n b a ra  th an k e d  th e  m a n y  m em bers 
involved in board , co m m ittee  and  h o sp ita l m edical sta ff 
a c tiv itie s  in 1981.

Fo llow ing  h is in s ta lla tio n  a s  th e  89 th  p re s id en t of the 
M edical Society  of P ierce  C ou n ty , D r. L loyd C. E lm er 
th an k e d  Dr. T a n b a ra  for h is “ tire le s s  e ffo rts  and 
d ed ica tio n .” Dr. E lm er c h a ra c te riz ed  1982 as a year of 
g re a t cha llen g e  an d  p o ten tia l fo r th e  M edical Society and 
co m m u n ity . He asked  m em b ers for th e ir  continued 
invo lvem en t an d  su p p o rt.

T h e  e v en in g  concluded w ith  m u sic  p rovided by th e  Art 
Doll Com bo w hich  had  provided e n te r ta in m e n t d u rin g  
th e  d in n er.

N ew ly elected president-elect Dr. Bob L ane was also 
thanked  fo r  his work on b eha lf o f  m edicine a n d  the 
co m m u n ity  in 1981.



Lloyd C. Elm er, M.D.
President-Elect 

Robert E. Lane, M.D. 
Vice-President 

B ruce D. B uchanan ,M .D .
Secretary-Treasurer 

M yra S. Vozenilek, M.D.
Past President 

George A. T anbara. M.D.

TRU STEES

Richard G. Bowe, M.D. (82) 
G uus W. Bischoff, M.D. (82) 
Juan  F. Cordova, M.D. (82) 

Dale L. Hirz, M.D. (82) 
Robert F. Kapelowitz, M.D. (83) 

Gordon R. K latt, M.D. (83) 
Gilbert J. Roller, M.D. (83) 

Nikki Crowley

The new doctor-owned and directed P H Y S IC IA N S  
IN S U R A N C E  met its loan and  insurance com m issioner  
requirements in December a n d  would be fu lly  operational 
January 1, 1982, fo rm er M SP C president Dr. Ben B lackett 
announced to the gathering.

A uxiliary President N ikk i Crowley (left) huddles with 
President-elect Marlene A rth u r (center) and another 
Auxilian.

Dr. and Mrs. (Jean) Marcel 
M alden were am ong those irho 
danced to the m usic o f the A rt  
Doll Combo follow ing dinner.



PERIPHERAL VA S C U LA R  DISEASE 
Practical Evaluation Skills for Physicians

February 20, 1982 
Education Center — Good Samaritan Hospital, Puyallup

CATEGORY I As an o rg a n iz a tio n  a cc red ite d  fo r c o n t in u in g  m e d ica l e d u c a tio n , th e  C o lle g e  o f M e d ic a l E d u ca tio n ,
Credits: Inc ., ce rtifie s  th a t th is o ffe r in g  m eets the  c r ite r ia  fo r  six c re d it hou rs  in C a teg o ry  I fo r  th e  Physicians

6 hours R eco g n itio n  A w ard  o f the  A m e rica n  M e d ic a l A ssoc ia tion  and fo r  th e  re lic e n s u re  re q u ire m e n ts  o f
lh e  Board o f M e d ic a l exam iners o l the  S late o f W a sh in g to n .

ALSO

A c c re d ite d  by th e  A m e rica n  A cadem y o f Fam ily Physicians fo r  six c re d it h ou rs  C a te g o ry  I 
(P rescribed)

7:30

8:00

8 :5 0

9 :40

10:00
10:50

11:40

1:00

1:50

2:40
to

3:00

C o n tin e n ta l Breakfast 

THE VASCULAR LABO RATO RY 

TR A N S LU M IN A L  ANGIOPLASTY 

Break

THE PERIPHERAL VASCULAR ULCER 

THE D IAG N O SIS  & TREATMENT OF 
ACUTE THROM BOPHLEBITIS  

Lunch —  H osted by G o o d  Sam aritan H osp ita l 
Physician E ducation  Fund 

DIFFERENTIAL D IA G N O S IS  OF THE 
PAINFUL EXTREMITY 

THE D IAG N O SIS  & M A N A G E M E N T OF 
ACUTE ARTERIAL INSUFFICIENCY 

C on c lu s io n

R ober t  A. M c A le x a n d e r ,  M .D .  

Charles T. D o t te r ,  M .D .

Stevens C. H am m e r. M .D .  

Br ian L. Thiele. M .D .

N e e d h a m  Ward. M .D .  

Ramesh Sharma. M .D .

P rogram  p la n n in g  c o m m itte e : T h e o do re  Apa, M .D ., John L in c o ln , M .D ., K e n n e th  G ross, M .D . 
Sh irley H o n d e l, Fran M e y e r, R.N.

SPONSORED BY:
G o o d  Sam aritan H osp ita l 

C o lleg e  o f M e d ic a l Education  
M e d ic a l Society o f P ierce C o u n ty  
P ierce C o u n ty  H osp ita l C o u n c il 

G o o d  Sam aritan H osp ita l C o n tin u in g  M e d ic a l E ducation  Fund

Guest Faculty:

Brian L. T h ie le . M .D .
Chairman. Per iphera l  Vascular Section  
Assistant C h ie f  Surgery Services 
Veterans Hospi ta l , Seattle 
Assistant Professor o f  Surgery  
Univers it y  o f  W ash in g ton  

C harles I. D o tte r, M .D .
Chairman. D ep a r tm e n t  o f  R ad io lo gy  
School  o f  M e d ic in e  
Univers it y  o f  O re g o n

Local Faculty:

Stevens C. H am m e r, M .D . 
C en e ra l /V ascu la r  Surgeon 

R ob e rt A. M c A le x a n d e r. M .D . 
C en e ra l /V as c u la r  Surgeon  

Ramesh Sharm a, M .D . 
Card iova scu la r /T h o ra c ic  Surgeon  

N ee d h am  E. W a rd , M .D . 
Card io log is t

Regis tra tion lee  ( lun ch  inc luded ) :  $40, M e d ic a l  Socie ty o f  Pierce C o u n ty  m e m b e rs ;  $60,n o n  MSPC m em bers '$20 all other 
heal th  care personnel . Paid preregis t ra t ion  w o u ld  b e  a pp re c ia ted  b e fo re  Feb rua ry  18, 1982. This p r o g r a m  is sub jec t  to  
cance l la t ion  i f  less than the  m in im u m  n u m b e r  o f  par t ic ipants  have reg is te red  b y  February  18, 1982. Please address all  
registra tions a n d  co r resp o n de n ce  to :

M axine  Bailey, Executive D irector  
C ollege of M ed ica l Education, Inc.
M edica l Society o f Pierce C ounty  

705 South 9th, #203 
Tacoma, W ashington 98405 

Phone: 627-7137



SOCIETY N EW S B R IE FS  co n tin u ed

PHYSICAL EXAM GUIDELINES AMENDED
The W ashington In terscholastic Activities Associa­

tion, w hich governs inter-school a th le tic  com petition, 
has am ended its physical exam guidelines. The 
guidelines s ta le  that only one pre-participation physical 
is required  before a student can participate in middle 
school and ju n io r high school inter-scholastic sports.

A nother physical is required at the tim e a studen t 
begins high school sports. However, at the beginning of 
each y ear’s participation, the student is required to have 
a physician sign a “clearance for continued athletic  
participation .’’

T he old guidelines called for annual pre-participation 
physicals. T he new WIAA guidelines, however, do not 
a lte r the procedure for the  physician who provides an 
exam ination  for each sports season. Only the physician 
can m ake the decision on the interval between 
exam ination  and the extent of the work-up. Thedecision 
should be made on an  individual basis for each studen t, 
based on past his or her past medical history.

PEOPLE AND PLACES. . .
MSPC m em ber Surinderjit S ingh. M.D., of Tacoma, 

co-authored an article  on “W inging of the Scapula" 
w hich w as published in the  October, 1981 issue of 
“Am erican Fam ily Physician."

BURN CONFERENCE SET 
FOR FEBRUARY 25-26

"B urn  C are Update: A Practical Approach" will be 
held a t St. Joseph Hospital (5th floor) on February 25 and 
26. T h e  two day sem inar is coordinated through the 
College of Medical Education and is accredited for 13 
hours of continuing medical education bv the  AAMA, 
AAFP, ACEP and CERP.

Frederick  A. DeClement, M.D., medical director of the 
B urn  C enter and Skin Bank at St. Agnes Hospital in 
Philadelphia, will be the featured speaker. T he 
F ire figh ter’s B urn C en te ra t St. Joseph and the American 
B urn  Association are sponsoring the conference for the 
second year.

Among the  topics to be presented by Dr. DeClement 
and o ther faculty  m em bers are initial assessm ent and 
em ergency care of burn  injury; pain m anagem ent and 
psychological response to burns; ou tpatien t trea tm en t of 
b urns; reconstructive  surgery of therm al injuries; 
infection; inhalation  in ju ry ; acute care , m onitoring and 
fluid m anagem ent; m etabolism  and nu trition; skin 
g rafting; and wound m anagem ent.

A panel p resen tation  on the team approach to burn 
care will conclude the sem inar.

W orkshops have been added th is year to provide 
specialized inform ation for physicians, nurses, physical 
and occupational therap is ts  and o ther allied health 
personnel, and firefighters, EM Ts, and param edics.

Paid p rereg istration  of $50 per person, required before 
Feb. 20, is lim ited by category and will be accepted on a 
f irst come, first served basis. R egistrations should be 
sen t to the College of Medical Education, 705 S. 9th, 
#203, Tacom a, WA 98405. For additional in form ation’ 
call 627-7137.

(continued on page 12)

A TOUCH OF THE OLD SOUTH

This Classic style co lon ia l is q u ie tly  nestled o n  th ree  quarters 
o f an  ocre in Tacoma's des irab le  North End o reo . A  long 
private d rive  and  m a tu re  landscaping assure your privacy. 
Subrle rea rrangem en t o f the  landscaping w o u ld  p rov ide  o  
breath-raking v ie w  o f C om m e n ce m e n t Day.

The gracious foyer beckons o n e  back to  the  e le g a n t 
lifestyle and  fo rm a l ente rta in ing  . . .  an  e ra  o f nostalg ic 
charm.

Despite the  charm  o f a  b yg o n e  era, today's conveniences 
are nor forgo tten , os e v id e n ced  b y  the  large  fa m ily  kitchen 
w ith  jenno ire , built-in dishwasher, stainless steel sinks, and  
a m p le  use o f natural w o o d  cabinetry.

Expansive e nough  fo ryo u re n te rta in in g  needs y e t in tim a te  
enough  for those q u ie t fa m ily  rimes, this h o m e  expounds 
the u ltim a te  in Estate living, w ith  the conveniences o f  city 
life.

O ffe red  a t £200,000, p lease call Linda Kalla a t 646 -6771  
or 6 4 6 -3 6 7 4  fo r a  p riva te  showing.

f  The United States ^  
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is currently accepting applications fo r the 
fo llow ing specialties: 

General Surgery 
O rthopedic Surgery 

O to rh ino la ryngo logy 
Neurosurgery 

Rheum atology 
O phtha lm ology 

Anesthesio logy 
U ro logy 

O b/G yn 
For fu rthe r in form ation call: 

Charles P lunkett o r Tom  Thorn ton  
at 442-1307, or v is it them at 4518 

U niversity Way NE, Suite 312, 
Seattle, WA 98105 

(ou t-o f-tow n — call co llect) 
T ou r con fiden tia lity  is assured.

S r  -

A  g r e a t  w a y  o f  l ife .

m i



YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

■RADIO MCE OF 1ACOMA . #1 in radio
■ J l  paging. Your own personal beeper 

will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
H — 'NSERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . r-~7r\ r\r- r~r\ 
or both, 24 hours a day. O  (

LIFELINE Emergency
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, O Q O  o o o c
24 hours a day. O O v J " O tO O

Tired of Paying Rent Escalations? 
Seeking To Shelter Income?

FOR SALE
MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING

L O C A T IO N

L A Y O U T

100th St. S .W .. w ith in  w a lk in g  d is ta n c e  
o f L ake w o od  G e n e ra l

PR IC E

2 O ffices , 4 Exam  R oom s, X -ray  R oom  
and  S om e E qu ipm ent. 2410 S quare  Foot 
P lus U n fin ish e d  B asem ent fo r  E xpansion . 

$200,000 
Cost to O ccupy (per m onth) :

40%  Tax Bret. 50%  Tax  Bret.
M o rtg a g e  and  E xpenses $1,688 $1,688
T ax  S a v in g s  1,159 1,448
N et C o s t to  O c c u p y $ 529 

H ong Tan 
THE RILEY-G RIFFIN  CO. 

581-2300

$ 240

SOCIETY NEWS BRIEFS continued

BEWARE OF POSSIBLE LITIGATION
One u n fo r tu n a te  re su lt  of o u r  local sag g in g  econom y 

and  tig h ten ed  job m ark e t m ay  be in c reased  litigation  
over civil r ig h ts  c o m p la in ts  a sso c ia ted  w ith  job  h iring .

P h y sic ian s hav e  h e a rd  th is  before, bu t it is im p o rtan t 
to rem em ber: It is u n law fu l to  d eny  an y o n e  a  job  on the 
basis of race, color, re lig ion , sex , n a tio n a l o rig in , m arita l 
s ta tu s ,  sp o u se ’s o ccupation , age, th e  fac t of hav ing  
ch ild ren  or no t, o r  w h a t ch ild  c a re  a r ra n g e m e n ts  have 
been m ade. Even if th e  ap p lican t v o lu n te e rs  such 
in fo rm atio n , th e  decision to h ire  m u s t be based on 
w h e th e r th e  ap p lican t can  p erfo rm  th e  jo b ’s d u tie s .

To p ro tec t ag a in s t possib le  d isc rim in a tio n  su its :
1. D e term in e  in ad v an ce  th e  c r ite r ia  to be used in 

se lec tin g  a job  can d id a te . G rade all can d idates 
equally  by th is  c rite ria -

2. Keep ap p lica tio n s for tw o y ears  an d  docum ent 
how  th e  h ir in g  decision  w a s  reach ed .

3. D o n 't d isc rim in a te .

T h e  follow ing a re  q u o tes  from  a p p lic a n ts  w ho have 
in te rv iew ed  in p h y sic ian  offices recen tly :

"T h e  d o c to r ask ed  m e severa l tim es  ab o u t m y being 
d ivorced and  in s in u a te d  th a t  I w ould  be  less  stable 
th a n  o th e r  a p p lic a n ts ."

“I w as told th ey  w ere  looking for som eone younger. 
T h ey  d id n ’t w a n t anybody  o v er th ir ty ."

‘‘I w as asked  w h e th e r  I w a s  go ing  to  h av e  ch ild ren  
and  w h a t my h u sb a n d  did . W hen  he d iscovered  there  
w as a possib ility  of a t ra n s fe r , he  seem ed less 
in te re s ted , and I d id n 't  get th e  jo b ."

Any of th e  above s ta te m e n ts  could serve  a s  th e  basis of 
a d isc rim in a tio n  com pla in t. R em em ber, if a form al 
com pla in t is filed, th e  b u rden  of proof fa lls  on the 
em ployer. So be su re  th a t  q u e s tio n s , s ta te m e n ts , and 
reaso n s  for se lec tin g  one ap p lican t over a n o th e r are 
a lw ays sk ills-re la ted .

T h e  M edical Socie ty 's  P lacem en t Serv ice  ex is ts  to 
a ss is t  p h y sic ian s an d  th e ir  s ta ff  in th e  h ir in g  of qualified 
m edical office personnel. M any q ualified  ap p lic an ts  are 
c u rre n tly  on th e  se rv ice 's  files. T h e  P lacem en t Service 
a d v ertises , sc reen s  a n d  te s ts  ap p lic an ts  for your medical 
office position .

For a ss is ta n c e  in filling  office s ta ff in g  needs, call the 
P lacem en t Service, L inda C a rra s . m an ag er, 572-3709.

FREE STOMA CLINIC SET FOR MARCH 13
T h e  free  c lin ic  on s to m a  c a re  fo r o s to m ate s  an d  their 

fam ilies, co-sponsored by th e  M edical Society , h a s  been 
reschedu led  to S a tu rd a y , M arch  13. T h e  c lin ic  w ill be 
held a t T aco m a C o m m u n ity  College fro m  10:00 a .m . to 
2:00 p.m . in  B u ild in g  19. It is  a n tic ip a te d  th e  p rogram  
w ill in clu d e  d isp lay s  of s tom a e q u ip m en t, c la sse s  ta u g h t 
by en te ro s to m al th e ra p is ts  in s tru c t in g  p a tie n ts  on sk in  
care , and irr ig a tio n  a n d  ileostom y m an a g em e n t. Dr. 
Jacob K o rn b erg  is schedu led  to  be  a  g u e s t sp e a k er on 
“ T h e  F o rg o tten  S pouse" .

T h e  c lin ic  is being  p rom oted  th ro u g h o u t so u th w e s t 
W ash in g to n . P h y s ic ian s  a re  en co u rag ed  to  m ak e  th e ir  
p a tie n ts  w ho  hav e  u n d erg o n e  a n  o sto m y  su rg e ry  a w are  
of th e  c linic. T h e  E v ere tt-T ac o m a -S e a ttle  E n te ro s to m y  
T h e ra p is ts  (E ST ) is  co -sponsoring  th e  c lin ic. A dditional 
in fo rm a tio n  is av a ilab le  from  th e  M edical S o c ie ty  office 
572-3666.



GALLUP POLL REVEALS PATIENTS’
OPINIONS AND CONCERNS

Physicians and the  general public agree th a t cost is the 
m ain problem  facing health  care  today, according to new 
stud ies comm issioned by the  Am erican Medical 
Association.

Among the  public, a large m ajority of the respondents 
to a G allup Poll continue to express high degrees of 
satisfaction  w ith their last visit to a physician. Nine in 
ten  w ere very or fairly satisfied w ith  the  overall 
experience and medical care.

According to the  poll, the  most dissatisfaction was 
expressed about tim e spent waiting in an M D's office. 
(A M A  News, November 6, 1981)

AUXILIARY SHOWS STATE LEADERSHIP;
WINS THREE OF FOUR POSSIBLE AWARDS

T he Pierce County Medical Society A uxiliary 
cem ented its  reputation  as a leading force in the 
W ashington S ta te  Medical Association Auxiliary when 
it received th ree  of four possible aw ards made a t the 
Septem ber WSMAA S tate  Convention. T h e  A uxiliary 
received aw ards re la ting  to its physical fitness program , 
level of AMA-ERF contributions (aproxim ately 50% of 
th e  total contributed  in  the  S ta te  of W ashington), and 
handicap aw areness program.

At its October meeting, the Society’s Board of T rustees 
unanim ously  passed a motion of appreciation of the 
A uxiliary for its m any efforts. A uxiliary achievem ents 
are not lim ited to those aw ards g ran ted  a t the WSMAA 
m eeting. T he Medical Society's Speaker B ureau, its 
Public Health/School H ealth Com mittee activ ities and 
the  Pierce County Tel-Med Society are am ong other 
program s and projects w hich benefit from  Auxiliary 
involvem ent.

HAWAIIAN TRIP CANCELLED
T h an k s are  expressed to m em bers who responded to 

the  recent survey regarding a possible Society sponsored 
trip  to Hawaii in December, 1982. T he Board o fT ru stees 
has concurred w ith an Executive Com m ittee recom ­
m endation th a t the trip  not be conducted.

One hundred seventy questionnaires were retu rned  
for a 28% response rate . Of those re tu rned , 26% were 
favorable; 74% indicated no in terest in the trip. Of those 
responding in the negative, 31% indicated their response 
w as due to the  time of year, 14% reacted negatively to the 
d estination , 18% to the expense and 50% indicated they 
w ere ju s t not interested.

McNEIL ISLAND PHYSICIAN WANTED!
A prim ary  care physician is sought by McNeil Island; 

full-tim e position, island residence included if desired 
(at nom inal rental). For additional inform ation contact 
M r. Dick Alright, health care adm in istrato r, McNeil 
Island, 588-5281, ext. 297.

ACCESS TO MEDICAL RECORDS 
GUIDELINES AVAILABLE

T he Medical Society office continues to receive 
inquiries from patien ts and physic ians’offices regarding 
procedures relating  to pa tien ts’ access to medical 
records.

P a tien t access to medical records has been a m atte r of 
debate for several years am ong physicians and various 
segm ents of the public, both in the  s ta te  of W ashington 
and elsew here. A num ber of legislatures have enacted

(continued on page 14)

Secluded, Private a n d  Unique — this Country Estate loca ted  
near Yelm  features a  m jly  outstanding h om e , custom  bu ilt 
and  o  perfect setting for o  leisurely lifestyle.

Featuring a  m aster b e d ro o m  suite w ith  his o n d  her baths on  
the second floor, the  first floo r is com prised o f a  spacious 
kitchen w ith  o a k  cabinetry, tw o  bedroom s, o  g a rd e n  tub  
w ith  oak  a n d  tile  accents a nd  enterta inm ent-s ized liv ing 
room  and  d in ing  a rea.

Twelve-plus acres w hich  include o n  oversize g o ra g e  w ith  
w ortehop  a n d  overhead  storage plus rhe bonus o f o  horse 
barn, de lu xe  chicken yard  o n d  120x72  rock-picked o reno  
a d d  to  the am enities.

O ffe red  a t $239,500, p lease call Rosella Selden a t S46- 
6771  or 5 3 7 -2 1 60  fo r a  p riva te  show ing.

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recommend w ith  confidence 
professional diaper service

•L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o n th  a random  
sam ple  o f o u r d iape rs  is s u b je c te d  to  exha u s tive  
s tud ies  in a b io ch e m ica l la b o ra to ry .

• U tm o s t Convenience. Thanks  to  p ic k  u p  and d e ­
live ry  se rvice , o u r p ro d u c t com es w hen  you  need it.

• E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  se rvice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a ga ins t d ia p e r rash co s ts  fa r less than pape r d ia p e rs  
— o n ly  pen n ies  m ore  a day  than  hom e -w a she d  
d iapers.

C A U TIO N  TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is ille ga l to  d is ­
pose o f hum an e xc re m e n t in garbage. M o th e rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iape rs . "D is p o s a b le " 
is a m isnom er.

W a s h in g to n ’s O ldest. M ost T rus ted  P ro fe ss io n a l 
D ia p e r S e rv ice /S e rv in g  O u r S e co nd  G e n e ra tio n

■os



JAC KSO N HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K ” St.

Tacom a, W ash ing ton  98405 

(206) 627-0031

M ED IC A L OFFICE  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located betw een Tacom a General 
H osp ita l and M ary B ridge  C h ild rens  
H osp ita l w ith  220 car P ark ing  Garage 
all connected  by und e rg ro u n d  tu n ­
nel.

U tilitie s  and J a n ito ria l services p ro ­
v ided in renta l rates.

Brown’s Point
6,000 sq. ft. space ava ilab le

Com m unity Needs: 
Several Pediatricians 

Several Family Practitioners
In fas t -g row ing  B row n 's  Point C o m m u n i ty  

LEASING AVAILABLE

Com pletion September 1982

For fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  con tact

RON AYER 
927-1148 Weekdays

SOCIETY NEWS BRIEFS Continued
s ta tu te s  m a n d a tin g  su ch  access; W a s h in g to n  is not 
a m o n g  th em .

In 1980, th e  W SM A H ouse of D e leg a tes  approved  a 
re so lu tio n  d ire c tin g  th e  W SM A  to  “ s t im u la te  the 
d ev elopm en t of p h y sic ia n  e d u ca tio n  a n d  c o n se n su s  on 
p a tie n t m edical record  c o n fid e n tia li ty .” From  th a t 
re so lu tio n , th e  W SM A C ouncil on P ro fe ss io n a l Affairs 
in v es tig a ted  th e  legal a n d  h is to ric a l s ta tu s  of 
co n fid en tia l p a tie n t reco rd s an d  recom m ended  to the 
1981 H ouse th a t  v o lu n ta ry  g u id e lin es  for WSMA 
m em b ers  be ad op ted .

T h e  H ouse of D e legates resp o n d ed  a t  its  1981 A nnual 
M ee tin g  in S ep tem b er by a p p ro v in g  th e  W SM A  
G uidelines fu r  P atien t Access to M edical Records. T hese 
g u id e lin es  w ere  p rin te d  in th e ir  e n tire ty  in the 
N ovem ber 1981 issu e  of th e  W estern Jo u rn a l o f  Medicine. 
If you do no t h av e  th e  Jo u rn a l av a ilab le  an d  w ould  likea  
copy of th e  G uidelines, p lease  call th e  M edical Society 
office, 572-3667, and  w e w ill sen d  you a copy.

PH YSICIA NS IN T E R E S T E D  IN PRA CTICE 
O PPO R TU N ITIE S IN PIER C E COUNTY

P u l m o n a r y  s p e c i a l i s t - i n t e r n i s t  seeks p rac tic e  o ppo rtun ity .
P resen tly  com pleting  pu lm onary  fellow ship al U tah , will be pulmonary 
board eligible in Ju ly . ly.Sli. !)ip lom ate, A m erican Board of Infernal 
M edicine; m em ber, AMA. A m erican College of Physicians, American 
T ho racic  Society. A m erican College of C hest Physicians. Interested in 
in tensive  ca re  and ou i-pa tien l pu lm onary  m edicine, pulm onary  function 
testing , resp ira to ry  l herapy. G rad u a te . U niversity  of W isconsin Medical 
School, ] Li st i ng #101

I n t e r n is t  com pleting  I b ird  year of residency seeks opportun ity  in 
in te rn a l m edicine. Would p re ler a g ro u p  practice , bu t would be interested 
in EK w ork. Will be board eligible in in te rn a l m edicine, June. 1982. 
M em ber, AMA. A m erican College of P hysic ians, and  A m erican Society of 
In ie rnal M edicine. G radua te , U n ivers ity  of W isconsin M edical School, 
U>79. ' Listing #102

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice
Do You Need?

* Practice C oord ina tion
* Personnel T ra in ing
* O rgan iza tion  o f a New O ffice
* Financial Records M anagem ent
* O n -go ing  o r S hort-te rm  

A dm in is tra tion

COMPREHENSIVE INDIVIDUALIZED 
SERVICE

D olores Lunstrum  

4109 B ridgeport W ay W est 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
206/564-5600



NEWS FROM MSPCA — JANUARY 1982

Did you survive the party ing  and eating  of the 
holidays? W ere you glad to send your children back to 
school and an organized routine? On w ith the New Year!
STUDENT RECOGNITION

Studen t Recognition Award applications will be 
available a t your area schools for g raduating  seniors of 
all Medical Society mem bers. T he aw ard recognizes two 
s tu d en ts  who have achieved excellence in scholarship, 
leadership, and service to the school and com m unity.

Phyllis Pierce, chairm an, encourages you to call her if 
you have questions about the program . G raduating  
seniors may pick up the applications a t the counselor's 
office in their school.
CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY PARTY

O ur holiday parly  for the  children was a sm ashing 
success. K athleen Bitseff and her com m ittee m em bers — 
Nancy Rose, Kay N orth, Alice Yeh, Cindy Wilson, Jo 
Roller, Nikki Crowley, and M argaret Lapin — planned a 
m yriad of activ ities to en terta in  the youngsters.

Debby M cAlexander and M arilyn Bodily hosted the 
refreshm ents. Jo Roller and her singing friends sta rted  
the m usic.

Cindy W ilson and her g u ita r  got the children ready for 
the  caroling afte r they had made C hristm as cards and 
decorated gingerbread cookies. A special “thank  you" to 
our Santa, Dr. Tom Miskovsky, and our magician, Dr. 
H arry  Lawson. They really made the event.

We had a cameo appearance from “ W onder M u tt” 
while the children waited for Santa, courtesy of the 
Pierce County H um ane Society. He brought us color 
books and brochures on the care of pets.
AMA-ERF

Sharon Lawson and her comm ittee produced a 
beautiful holiday greeting card from photography 
created  by our own Karen Benveniste. Many th an k s for 
all the work — the m ailing and the card addressing  took 
a lot of effort and coordination.
OLYMPIA VISIT

Nine MSPCA board m em bers travelled to Olympia for 
the  S ta te  Officers v isitation meeting. T hose a ttend ing  
were: Jo Roller, Cindy Anderson, M arlene A rthur, Gloria 
Virak, M arny Weber, Jane Gallucci, Helen W hitney, 
Sharon Lawson and Nikki Crowley.

Lewis, T h u rsto n  and Pierce counties joined together 
for the m eeting to d iscu ss program s presented by county  
a u x il ia r ie s .  Solo A c tiv ity  Id e n tif ic a tio n , C hild  
R estra in ts, and O rgan Donor Program s w ere a few of the

topics d iscussed. W atch for these program s in your 
county!
FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING

On Friday F ebruary  19, Debby M cA lexander will host 
the luncheon m eeting. T he program  is titled “W inesand  
their E n joym ent.” Come and sam ple and learn abou t the  
tas tin g  of w ines w ith Bob Jam es of Vinicole.
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Dues for 1981-82 are  still being accepted. For those 
who have not yet joined, send your check (for $34.50) 
m ade out lo the  A uxiliary lo M ary W hvte Lenard, Rt. 1, 
Box 1047, Buckley, WA 98321.

N ikk i Civivley 
M ary  117iyte I a ’ i k i i i !

COMBINING 
QUALITY HOMES 

AND SOUND 
INVESTMENTS

t n m jj
R E A L T O R

HAROLD ALLEN COMPANY
TACOMA 206-582-6111



In accordance w ith  the  Bylaws o f  the  M edical Society  o f  Pierce C o u n ty , C h ap te r Seven, Sec tion  A , M EM BERSHIP, 
the  follow ing physicians have applied for m em bership , and n o tice  o f  th e ir app lication  is h e rew ith  p resen ted . As o u tlin ed  
in th e  Bylaws, any m em ber w ho has in fo rm atio n  o f  a derogato ry  n a tu re  con cern in g  an ap p lic an t’s m o ral o r ethical 
co n d u ct, m edical qualifications or o th er such requisites for m em bersh ip , shall assum e the  resp o nsib ility  o f  conveying 
th a t  in fo rm atio n  to  the  C redentials C om m ittee  or Board o f T rustees o f  the  society .

F IR S T N O TIC E

B arry  E. Ix>ndon, M.D.,  P e d ia tr ic s .  Burn in 
M innesota, 6, 25. -Hi; U niversity  of M innesota, 1972; 
in tern sh ip . H ennepin County General Hospital. 1972- 
73; residency, U niversity  of M innesota H ospitals. 
1973-75: S tate of W ashington license, 19X1. lia s  
applied for medical staff m em bership at M ary Bridge 
Children V. St. Joseph and Tacom a ( ieneral hospitals. 
Dr. London is practicing  a t 2W)3 Bridgeport Way W., 
Tacom a.

T h o m a s  I. K a u f m a n ,  M .D . ,  E m e r g e n c y  
M e d ic in e .  Born in Ohio, 12 8 ’>1; U niversity  ot 
Colorado. 1977; in te rn sh ip  and residency. Valley 
Medical C enter, Fresno. Ca.. 1977-80; S la te  of 
W ashington license, 19X1. Has applied for medical 
staff m em bership at Si. Joseph Hospital. Dr. 
K aulm an is practicing  al S t. Joseph Hospital. 
Tacom a.

M ich a e l  J. R e g a la d o ,  M.D .,  Interna l M e d ic in e .
Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, 2 '2 /5 3 ; S tanford 
U niversity Medical School. 1978; in te rn sh ip  and 
residency, 1 ’n ive rsity  of W ashington HospiLais. 197X- 
81; S ta te  ol W ashington license. 1979. Has applied for 
medical staff m em bership  al A llenmore. Doctors, 
G<xxl S am ariian . Lakewood (ieneral, Si. Joseph and 
I acoma General hospitals. Dr. Regalado is practicing 

at 5122 Olympic D r \ .W ., Sm le A -k b . Gig Harbor.

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and U nion 
Suite B-1005 

Tacoma, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus ad jacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore  C om m un ity  H ospita l. C en tra lly  
located; freeway access; am ple park ing. All 
inclusive rental rates; su ite  construc tion  
allowances.

E d w a r d  J .  P r z a s n y s k i ,  M . D . ,  I n t e r n a l  
M e d ic in e .  Born in S t. Louis, Mo.. 5/11/47; 
U niversity  of M issouri, 1973; in te rn sh ip  and 
residency, M adigan A rm y M edical C en ter, 1973-79; 
S ta le  of W ashington  license, 1978. H as applied for 
medical staff m em bersh ip  a t A llenm ore, Doctors, 
Good S am a rita n . Lakewood G eneral. M ary Bridge 
C h ild ren ’s, Puget Sound, St. Joseph and  Tacoma 
G eneral hosp iia is . Dr. P rzasnysk i is p rac lic in g a t 314 
So. "K " S tre e t, Tacom a.

SEC O N D  N O TIC E

R o b e r t  V. H o l l i s o n ,  M .D .,  F a m i ly  P r a c t i c e /  
I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e / E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c in e .  Born 
in H onolulu. H aw aii, 11/9/47; IJn iversity  of 
W ash ing ton , 1973; in te rn sh ip  and residency, 
M adigan A rm y M edical C en ter, 1973-80; W ashington 
S ta te  license, 1974. H as applied  for m edical staff 
m em bersh ip  a l A llenm ore. Good S am aritan . 
Lakewood G eneral, M ary Bridge. S t. Joseph and 
T acom a G eneral hosp ita ls . Dr. Hollison is practicing 
in T acom a.

Featuring  
Tacoma/Pierce C oun ty  

Finest hiomes

SW A N SO N -M cG O LD R ICK , 
INC.

Am erican Federal Bu ild ing  
Tacoma, W ashington 98402

RICH A RD  C . PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

P roperty M anagem ent



K e ith  E . D e m irjia n , M .D ., F am ily  P ra c t ic e .  Born 
in Portland, Oregon, 5/31/52; University of South 
Alabama, 1978; in tern sh ipand  residency, Moses Cone 
Hospital, Greensboro, N.C.; 1978-81; W ashington 
S tate  license, 1981. Has applied for medical staff 
m em bership a t Allenmore, St. Joseph and Tacoma 
General hospitals. Dr. Demirjian is practicing at 
1811 South “K” Street, Tacoma.

A lan  P . W h ite , M .D ., G e n e ra l S u rg e ry . Born in 
W inchester. VA. 6/28/48; Bowman Gray School of 
Medicine of Wake Forest University, W inston-Salem, 
N.C., 1974; internship and residency, Madigan Army 
Medical Center, 1974-79; W ashington State license, 
1981. Has applied for medical staff membership at 
Allenmore, Doctors, Good Sam aritan, Lakewood 
General, M ary Bridge, Pugel Sound, St. Joseph and 
Tacoma General hospitals. Dr. W hite is practicing at
314 South "K " Street. Tacoma.

T h o m a s  G. G riffith , M .D ., O r th o p e d ic  &  H an d
S u rg e ry . Born in Fresno. CA, 10/24/46; U niversity 
of W ashington. 1973; internship  and residency. 
T rip ler Army Medical Center, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
1973-77; W ashington State license, 1981. Dr. Griffith 
is practicing at Madigan Army Medical Center.

H u g h  A. L a rk in , J r . ,  M .D ., G e n e ra l P ra c t ic e .
Born in Tacoma, 9/8/49; University of W ashington. 
1980; internship, Swedish Hospital, 1980-81; 
W ashington S tate license, 1981. Has applied for 
medical staff m embership at Allenmore, Doctors, 
Good Sam aritan, Lakewood General. Mary Bridge, 
Puget Sound, St. Joseph and Tacom a General 
hospitals. Dr. Larkin is practicing at 1301 N. “ !” 
Street. Tacoma.

R o b  R. R o th , M .D ., P a th o lo g y . Born in Denver, 
CO. 6/16/47; University of Colorado School of 
Medicine. 1974; internship and residency. Madigan 
Army Medical Center, 1974-78; W ashington S tate 
License. 1981. Has applied for medical staff 
membership at Doctors, Mary Bridge, St. Joseph and 
Tacoma General hospitals. Dr. Roth is practicing at
315 South “K ” Street. Tacoma.

P a u l L. C h an , M .D ., G e n e ra l S u rg e ry . Bom in
Canton, China, 6/25/36; School of Medicine, National 
Taiw an LTniversity, 1973; internship. Halifax 
Infirm ary. Nova Scotia,Canada, 1963-64; residencies. 
Providence Hospital, Southfield, Ml (surgical) 1965- 
67; S t. J o se p h ’s H osp ita l, T o ron to , C anada 
(emergency medicine). 1964-65; St. Paul's Hospital. 
Vancouver, Canada (surgical), 1967-68; St. P aul’s 
Hospital (pathology), 1968-69; Providence Hospital, 
(4th year surgical resident). 1971-72; W ashington 
S tate license. 1981. Has applied for medical staff 
membership at Allenmore, Doctors, Gof»d Sam aritan. 
Lakewood General. Mary Bridge, Puget Sound, St. 
Joseph and Tacoma General hospitals. Dr. Chan is 
practicing at 5122 Olympia Drive N.W., Gig Harbor.

J o h n  E. G o o d p a s tu re , M .D., A n e s th e s io lo g y /  
H y p e rb a r ic  M ed ic in e . Born in San Antonio. 
Texas. 4/1/47; University of Texas Medical Branch. 
Galveston, 1974; residency. University of Texas, 
1975-78; W ashington State license, 1981. Has applied 
for medical staff membership at Lakewood General 
Hospital. Dr. G oodpasture is currently  practicing at 
Lakewood General, Lakewood.

F r a n k  A. C h ap m a n , M .D ., F am ily  P ra c t ic e . Bom
in Chicago, III, 5/27/51; University of W ashington, 
1977; internship, San Bernardino County Medical 
Center, 1977-78; residency, University of U tah Dept, 
of Family and Community Medicine, Salt Lake City, 
1978-81; W ashington State license, 1979. Has applied 
for medical staff membership at Allenmore, Doctors, 
Mary Bridge, St. Joseph and Tacoma General 
hospitals. Dr. Chapm an is currently  practicing at A- 
314 Allenmore Medical Center, Tacoma.

ATTENTION INVESTORS:
Investment — Tax Shelter

5 level acres, ideal area for medical- 
dental-professional bu ild ing, close access 
to freeway, form  your own partnership, 
build  your own bu ild ing  & lease back to 
yourself. Can you th ink of a better way to 
spend your money than putting  it back in to 
your own pocket?

Arabian horses not only a beauty to the 
eye, but a pleasurable way to invest your 
money and use for a tax shelter.

For more information contact 
Harmac Arabians

531-6339 (206)
531-9761 — After 7:00 p.m.

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An ind e p e n d e n t pension consulting o rgan iza tion  
p rov id ing  all the  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
administer, a n d  m ain ta in  pension a n d  p ro fit 
sharing plans

Our services include:

• Plan Design to  m e e t your specific  needs

• Plan Installation assistance to  qua lify  your p lan

• Plan A dm in istra tion o n  a  continuous basis to  m e e t 
gove rn m e n ta l requirem ents

• Assistance to  clients w hose  plans a re  a u d ite d

Suite 1616 • Washington Building • tacom a. Washington 98402 
(206 ) 572-6663



V

C lassified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed  to: G raw in  Pub lications, 1020  
Lloyd Build ing, 603 S tew art S treet, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inim um  charge. 
C heck m ust accom pany copy.

W A N T E D  P E D IA T R IC IA N , T o  jo in  M u lt i­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t co ve ra g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t y e a r g ua ra n te e  and 
inc e n tiv e s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  se rves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e rin a ta l re fe rra l cen te r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C .V . o r  in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S k r in a r, M .D ., P u g e t S o u n d  
C lin ic ,  3611 S o u th  “ D " S tre e t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756 -8569  o r 206 -272-0486  a fte r  h ou rs .

O B /G Y N : A m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  p ra c tic e  
in T a c o m a  seeks e m p lo y m e n t, w ith  
p a rtn e rs h ip  o p p o r tu n ity , o f O B /G Y N  
p h y s ic ia n :  e x c e l le n t  b e n e f i t s  a n d  
c o m p e n s a tio n  —  g ua ra n te e  and  ince n tive . 
F o r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll D on  R e d d in g to n , (206) 
627-9151 , o r  w r ite , P .O . B o x  5467, T acom a, 
W a s h in g to n  98405.

Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all Medical Society Members,

M em ber, A m erican  Collectors Association 
M edical/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus of A m erica

PS C, is o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B. Rossiter.

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
Tacom a, WA, 98401

JA C K S O N  H A LL M E D IC A L  C E N T E R .
S pace  a va ila b le  fo r  lease a c ro ss  fro m  
T a co m a  G e n e ra l H o sp ita l. D es ign  and 
fin is h  to  y o u r  re q u ire m e n ts . V a ria b le  lease 
ra te  if  d es ire d . C a ll 627-0031.

A L L E N M O R E  “B" B LD G . —  M e d ica l 
o ff ic e  sp ace  a va ila b le  fo r  sub-lease. 
E x c e lle n t p r ic e  fo r  f in is h e d  sp ace  o f 477 or 
1 5 5 0  s q . f t .  C o n ta c t  P u lm o n a r y  
C o n s u lta n ts  N o rth w e s t (206) 572-5140.

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N T E R  — S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac., a ir, 
and  s to ra g e  (n ea r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C a ll 
752-6336  (M o n .— T h u rs .)  T a co m a .

U N IV E R S IT Y  PLA C E P R O FE S S IO N A L  
S Q U A R E . F o r re n t o r  lease U n iv e rs ity  
P lace  area. 910 sq .ft. su ite , $ 48 0 /m o n th ; 
965 sq .ft., $ 4 5 0 /m o n th ; 1175 sq .ft. su ite , 
$ 5 6 5 /m o n th . C a ll 565-4444.

E LE C TR O L Y S IS

H ele n e  B lack , R.E.

3509 S, 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M e m be r: W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro ly s is  
A ssn . and  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra in e d : K ree  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is , N .Y. and  W ils h ire  
B lvd . S ch o o l, Los A n g e le s

FO R  S A LE  —  O ffic e  fu rn itu re , e q u ip m e n t 
( in c l. EKG and  s u rg ic a l in s tru m e n ts ), fre e ­
s ta n d in g  w a lls , c o p ie r. 756-8591 (T a ­
com a).

ID E A L fo r  n e w  la rg e  p ra c tic e , 20,000 p lu s  
p o p u la t io n  o n  th ird  b u s ie s t h ig h w a y  in 
P ie rc e  C o u n ty . Fast g ro w in g  a rea. P ro fe s ­
s io n a l B u ild in g . C a ll 863 -9434  o r 863- 
5188.

S P A C IO U S  H IL L T O P  H O M E  o v e r lo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t Bay. F o u r b e d ro o m s , th re e  
baths , th re e  fire p la c e s , re c re a tio n  ro om , 
sauna, se c lu d e d  acre , $136,500, 9 3/a% 
assum a b le  m o rtg a g e . C o n tra c t L e ig h  
H u n t, (206) 851-5248.

PA LM  S P R IN G S , CA. —  L a rg e  m e d ica l 
p ra c t ic e  lo c a te d  in c e n te r  o f  th e  fa s te s t- 
g ro w in g  U .S . re s o r t /re t ire m e n t a rea. 1980 
g ro s s  $600,000 +. P e rfe c t fo r  o n e  o r  m o re  
p h y s ic ia n s  o r  p h y s ic ia n s - in v e s to r  g ro u p . 
F u ll in fo rm a tio n  re. th is  c o m p le te  m e d ica l 
fa c i li ty  u p o n  re qu e s t. D e se rt M e d ic a l 
C e n te r, 43-576  W a s h in g to n  S t., P a lm  
D esert, C a. 92260. (714) 345-2696.

“V IC T O R IA N  P A IN T E D  LA D Y ” $69,900 —  
S o p h is tic a te d  to w n h o u s e  in  b e a u tifu l 
c o n d it io n  on one  o f T a c o m a 's  fin e s t 
h is to r ic  b lo c k s . V e ry  c lo se  to  T a co m a  
G e n e ra l, G ro u p  H ea lth , M a ry  B rid g e . G a ry  
272-0657. 752-3565  T h e  G o ld e n  Age.

FO R  R E N T  —  3200  sq. ft . in  10th & K 
P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  parking. 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f ic e  lo c a tio n . C a ll 383- 
3207.

G E R IA T R IC  G R A N D  R O U N D S  (a  quar­
te r ly  e ve n t) to  b e  h e ld  J a n u a ry  25 ,1982  at 
S w e d is h  H o s p ita l M e d ic a l C e n te r, G lac ie r 
A u d ito r iu m , 4 :0 0  p .m . - 5 p .m . Top ic: 
T h re e  C ases o f P o s s ib le  C im e tid ine  
T o x ity  in  th e  E ld e rly .

FO R  LEA SE: N e w  p re s t ig io u s  profes­
s io n a l c e n te r  in G ig  H a rb o r  has  space  for 
fa m ily  p ra c t ic e  p h y s ic ia n . F irs t y e a r rent 
c o n s id e ra t io n  to  h e lp  b u ild  p ractice . 
W illia m  R. K a il is &  C o ., (26) 272-5183.

M A R IN E  V IE W  H O M E S  —  P rices  are 
d o w n  a n d  b u ild e r  is  f le x ib le  o n  te rm s on 
e x is t in g  in v e n to ry  o r  w ill b u ild  to  s u it at 
c o s t + 8%. C a ll R on  H e rb e l 581-1313 or 
eves 584-2246 . G ro u p  II Inc . R ea lto rs .

C L A S S IC  C O L O N IA L  L O C A T IO N  -  
V IEW ! $195,000. E le g a n t c o m fo rta b le  
h o m e  in T a c o m a 's  f in e s t n e ig h b o rh o o d . 
G u e s t q u a r te rs  in  lo w e r  leve l. E xce llen t 
c o n d it io n  th ro u g h o u t .  O w n e r f in a n c in g . 
G a ry  2 7 2 -0 6 5 7 ,7 5 2 -3 5 6 5  T h e  G o ld e n  Age.

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R H O U S E  $ 2 95 ,0 0 0 Th is 
fin e  E n g lis h  c la s s ic  is ju s t  10 m in u te s  from  
th e  N a rro w s  B r id g e  in  th e  A r to n d a le  area 
a nd  th e  fin e s t e x a m p le  o f  n e w  c o n s tru c ­
t io n  w e 've  seen  a n y w h e re . T h is  h om e  is 
lo c a te d  on  5 -a c re s  w ith  2 a d d itio n a l 
b u ild in g  s ites . S ta te ly , c o m fo r ta b le  a nd  oh 
so  p lu s h . C o n ta c t G a ry  A lly n  272-0657, 
752-3565 . T h e  G o ld e n  A ge .
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Even a famous movie star has to 
plan for the future. After all, healthy 
assets, peace of mind and tax relief are 
hard to come by these days.

Thank heavens for the trust 
officers at Puget Sound National Bank. 
They’re expert financial administrators. 
And you can trust them to keep on top

of your investments.
So if you’re looking for sound 

financial planning, take my advice. Call 
Doris Warner at (206) 593-3881.

A bank with a heart™can be your 
biggest asset.
PUGET S*UND NATIONAL BANK

Trust Department M FM RLR  F. I I . C .

"My trust officer puts more heart
• A C* • M  I  • Minto financial pj
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America’s most experienced 
alcoholism treatment hospitals 

are as close as your phone.

244-8100 Out of state, call toll 
free, 1-800-426-5065

Why do professionals everywhere choose Schick Shadel Hospitals?

Because only Schick Shadel Hospitals offer nearly 
half a century o f  experience in the medical 
treatm ent o f  alcohol addiction.

Using the effective "counter-cond ition ing" 
m ethods developed by Schick Shadel, in 
conjunction with su p p o rt therapies and appropria te  
medical care, o u r patients now achieve a 
docum ented recovery rate* o f  over 75%.

M ore reasons? H ospitalization  is b rie f (usually 14 
days), and the Schick Shadel Aftercare program  
permits patients to re turn  to  their jobs and families 
sooner.

T reatm ent is covered by m ost m ajo r m edical 
plans. Each hospital is fully staffed with m edical and 
alcoholism  professionals.

O ur th ree  locations ate  co n v en ien t to  a irports, 
and we’re ready to  answ er your qu estio n s 24  hours a 
day, from  anywhere in the country.

But the best reason is that no  o th e r  trea tm en t 
program  for a lcohol add iction  can equal Schick

Shadel H osp ita ls’ 
reco rd  o f  

effectiveness.
Schick Shadel 
Hospitals

Seattle
12101 Ambaum Blvd. S.W. (98166)

Santa B arbara  
45  A lam ar Ave. E. (93105)

D a lla s /F o r t W o rth  
4101  Fraw ley D rive (7 61 1 8 )

•Based on  patien t ab stin ence  o n e  year after trea tm ent. S u rv e y  S o u rce : Facts , C o n s o lid a te d , Lo s  A n g e le s , C A , 1980.
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easy to take

Keflex
cephalexin

A d d itio n a l in fo rm a t io n  a v a ila b le  
to  th e  p ro fe s s io n  o n  re q u e s t.

□ ISTA
Dista Products Com pany
D iv is io n  of Eli L illy  a n d  C o m p a n y  
In d ia n a p o lis , In d ia n a  46285 
M fd . b y  Eli L illy  In d u s tr ie s , Inc. 
C a ro lin a , P u e r to  R ico  00630



5 P res iden t's  Page 
9 C O M E  — In fe c tio u s  Disease Update 

12 1982 M em bersh ip  O p in io n  Survey 
R esults

15 C orrespondence
16 W ha t’s N ew  — and W orth less 
18 A u x ilia ry  Page
20 M em bersh ip
21 C lass ified

Staff
E d i t o r ........................David S. H opkins. M.D.
M anag ing  E d i t o r  Thom as J. C urry
E d ito ria l

C o m m itte e  W. Ben B lacke tt. M.D.,
S tan ley W. Tue ll, M.D.

1982 OFFICERS
P re s id e n t ..................................L lo y d  C E lm er, M .D
P re s id e n t- E le c t . . ..................R o be rt E Lane, M .D.
V ice  P re s id e n t  B ru c e  D B uch a na n . M .D.
S e c re ta ry -T re a s u re r . . .  M yra  S V ozen ilek . M .D .
Past P re s id e n t  G e o rg e  A. Ta nb a ra , M D
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r ....................  T h om as  J C u rry

TRUSTEES
R ichard G Bowe. M D {02) 
G uus W B ischoff. M D (82) 
Juan F Cordova, M D (82) 

D ale L H irz. M D (82) 
R obert F K apclow itz . M D (83) 

G orQ on R K la lt. M 0  (83) 
G ilbe rt J R oller. M D (83) 

N ikk i C row ley

E lected M SPC o ffice rs  and trustees serve as delegates lo 
the W SM A H ouse o l Delegates

C O M M ITTE E  C HAIRM EN
B udge t and F in a n c e .................M yra  S Vozenilek. M D
C o m m u n ica tio n s  .......................Jacob J K ornberg . M D
C ost o l  Care ................................... D um on t S Staatz. M 0
C re d e n tia ls ............................................ Donald H M ott. M 0
E d ito r ia l................... ........................ David S H opkins. M D
E m ergency M edica l

Services S tandards  .............. D T erry K endrick , M .D
E th ic s ........................................................Jam es F Early. M D.
G rie v a n c e ...................................... G eorge  A Tanbara, M D
H ealth  P lann ing  .............................W illiam  T R itch ie , M D
P ro fess iona l R e la tions  W illiam  A M cPhee. M.D
In te rp ro fe s s io n a l.............................  Herman S. Judd . M.D.
L e g is la tive ..........................................Jam es D, K rueger, M D .
L ib ra ry ....................................................Juan F C ordova. M 0
M ed ica l E d u c a tio n ..................... K. David M cC ow en, M D.
M e d ic a l-L e g a l....................................... W Ben B lacke tt. M D
M ed ica l S o c ie iy -T A C C  Jo in t Health

Issu e s ............................................ W illiam  B. Jackson, M  D
P rog ram  and E nte rta inm en t . B ruce  D B uchanan, M .D
P u b lic  H e a lth /S ch o o l H ea lth   David S parling , M D
S e n io r C i t iz e n ..............................E dw in  J Fa irbourn . M.D
S ports  M e d ic in e ..............................S tan ley A M ue lle r, M D.
T e l-M e d .............................................. A n th o n y  S. Lazar. M.D.
UHI Q u a lity  A ssu ra n ce ..................... Jo h n  M Kanda. M.D

A summary of Medical Society, and local medical and health news

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MARCH 9

T he first of four MSPC general m em bersh ip  m eetings scheduled  for 
1982 will be held on T uesday , M arch 9 a t the  Iron G ate  Inn . River Road, 
Puyallup. T h e  m eeting will begin w ilh no-host cocktails a t 6:15 p.m., 
followed by a 7:00 p.m. meal and program .

Item s of business to conduct include election of a tru s tee  to fill the 
vacancy created on the MSPC Board of T ru s tee s  by th e  resignation  of D r. 
G uus Bischoff (see below).

O ther 1982 m em bership m eetings a re  scheduled for T uesday , M ay 11, 
T uesday, Septem ber 14, and i uesday, October 12. T h e  a n n u a l Medical 
Society-Auxiliary joint d in n er m eeting and insta lla tion  of officers will be 
held on T uesday, Decem ber 14. T h e  m eetings will be held at locations 
throughout Pierce County.

BOARD ACCEPTS RESIGNATION;
DR. WALT ARTHUR APPOINTED TRUSTEE

T he Board of T ru s tee s  has accepted the  resignation  of T ru s te e  G uus 
Bischoff. M.D., due to scheduling conflicts c reated  by his election as 
president-elect of the  Tacom a General Hospital medical staff. Dr. Walt 
A rth u r, a fam ily physician from Puyallup , has accepted an  ap p o in t­
m ent as tru stee .

T he By-laws provide that Board vacancies a re  filled by appo in tm en t by 
the Board of T ru s tee s  until the next regu lar m eeting  of the  Society, at 
w hich tim e voting m em bers shall elect an active or honorary  m em ber for 
the unexpired portion of the term . T he next regu larly  scheduled general 
m em bership m eeting will be held on T uesday , M arch 9.

COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION ELECTS OFFICERS
At its February  1 m eeting the  College of Medical E ducation  (COME) 

Board of D irectors elected the  following 1982 officers:
Dr. Ron Graf, president.
Dr. Tom M iskovski. vice president.
Mr. D an R ussell, president of St. Joseph H ospital, trea su re r.
Mr. Tom C urry , MSPC executive d irector, serves as board secre tary .
COME affairs are  directed by an 11 m em ber board, consisting  of five 

hospital adm in istra to rs  appointed by the Pierce C ounty H ospital Council 
and six physicians appointed by the Medical Society. Physician  
represen tatives on the COME Board, in addition lo Drs. G raf and 
M iskovski, are Drs. Carl G erber. David M cCow en. John K em m an . and 
Robert Modarelli.

PHYSICIANS HEAD EMS COUNCIL

Dr. Bob Scherz has assum ed the 1982 presidency of the Pierce C ounty 
Emergency Medical Services Council. T h e  EMS Council is a county-w ide 
voluntary  organization. Its m em bership  includes rep resen ta tiv es from 
all agencies and organizations involved in providing em ergency and 
emergency medical services in Pierce County — fire d ep artm en ts , 
am bulance com panies, police d ep artm en ts, T h e  Puget Sound Council of 
G overnm ents, s ta te  and county governm ent and em ergency service 
departm ents, physicians, and others.

T he EMS Council m eets m onthly and coordinates d isa s te r  p lann ing  
in addition to EMS services.

Also recently  elected as EM S Council president-elect w as Dr. Bud 
N icola, d irector of the  Tacom a-Pierce C ounty H ealth  D epartm en t. M r.

(continued on page 7)
P u b flih « d  m o n th ly  by the  M ed ica l S oc ie ty  o r P ierce C o u n ty . 705 S outh  9 th . S u ite  203. Tacom a. W A  98405. T e le p h o n e  (206) 572-3666 B u lk  Rate U S P os tage  pa id  at 
T acom a. W ash ing ton  The B U LLE T IN  is p u b lish e d  in  the  in te res t o t  m e d ic in e  and  a llie d  p ro fess ions . The  o p in io n s  h e re in  are those  o t th e  in d iv id u a l c o n tr ib u to r  and  do  
n o t necessa rily  re fle c t the o ttic ia l p o s itio n  o t the S oc ie ty  un less so  s ta ted . A cce p ta n ce  o t a d v e rtis in g  in  no  w ay c o n s titu te s  p ro fe s s io n a l a p p ro va l o r  e n d o rs e m e n t o l 
p ro d u c ts  o r services advertised- A d ve rtis in g  ra tes m ay be secu red  fro m  G raw in  P u b lica tio n s , 1020 L lo yd  B u ild in g , Seattle . W A 98101 A n n u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  ra le  lo r 
m em bers o f th e  S oc ie ty  is $10.00, w h ich  is in c lu d e d  in  the dues. N o n -m e m b e r s u b s c rip tio n . $15 00 per year S ing le  c o p y  $2.00



EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
March 5, 6 , 1 9 8 2

Tacoma General Medical Center Auditorium  
3 1 4  S . ‘K’ S treet, Tacoma

PROGRAM Friday, March 5 , 1 9 8 2
8 00 New Cardiac Drugs 
9:00 New D evelopm ents in CPR
9:45 Break

10:00 Career Pressures and Burn Out 
11 00 The Forensic Aspects o f Emergency Medicine
12:00 Lunch

Friday, March 5
TOO CARDIAC DYSRHYTHM IAS. 

MECHANISMS &  PREDICTION OF 
SUDDEN DEATH 
Gail B Strait. M D

2:00 CPAP by FACE MASK FOR 
PULM ONARY EDEMA 
Barry J Weled, M.D

2.40 Break

3.00 AVOIDING CAREER BURN OUT
to

4.30
Christopher Lambert. M D

Gregory P. Shroedl, M.D.
James K. Fulcher, M.D.

Christopher Lambert. M.D.
Sgt. Rodney D. Englert, B.S.

Saturday, March 6

1 00 TOXIC GAS EXPOSURE 
Jerris R Hedges. M.D.

2 00 Break

2 15 ORTHOPEDIC INJURY TO 
THE C H ILD  
Gregory A Popich. M .D

3 00 EMERGENCY MEDICINE BOARDS- 
io HOW  TO PREPARE 

4:1(1 William E Gotthold. M .D

PROGRAM Saturday, March 6 , 1 9 8 2
8:00 Emergency Medicine and the Washington 

State Government
Jack Cvitanovic

8:40 New Product: The Sager Splint Baxter R. Larmon, Paramedic
9:00 Current Diagnoses and Management of

Acute Vascular Problems Kenton C. Bodily, M.D.
9:30 9 1 1  - Implications for the Community Michael Jordan

10:00 Break
10:15 Radiation Illness Georges C. Benjamin, M.D.
11:00 Case Presentations: O verdose Management Mark E. Jergens, M.D.
12:00 Lunch

Program  Coordinator: D. ferry Kendrick, M.D.

ACCREDITATION: CREDITS: 14  HOURS AMA AAFP A C EP C E R P C EU  

REGISTRATION:
Fees: $65 Medical Society of Pierce C ounty  M em bers

$75 Non-Medical Society of Pierce C ounty  M em bers 
$55 Allied Health Personnel

Lunch  is inc luded both days.
Paid preregistration is required before February 28 , 1982 . Registrations are limited.
Please address all registrations and correspondence  to :
M axine Bailey, l lxecut iue Director, College o f  M ed ica l Educat ion, Inc.
705 South 9th *2 0 3 ,  Tacoma. Washington 98405. Phone : 2 0 6 -6 2 7 -7 1 3 7

Lnclosed is m y check f o r _______________ (Make checks  payable to COM E)
N am e

A ddress



CHARTING OUR COURSE 
FOR 1982 Lloyd C. E lm er, M.D.

"It is no! the going'out o f port, but the coming in, that 
determines the success o f a voyage. "H enry  W ard Beecher 
— Proverbs from Plym outh Pulpit, 1887.

T he Board of the Medical Society of Pierce County has 
ju st concluded its annual retreat which is designed to 
identify goals, establish plans of action and in general 
"charge up the batteries of its m em bers for the year.” 
T h is  year lhe Board was augm ented by the presences of 
three  past presidents of the Medical Society of Pierce 
County: Dave Hopkins, Stan Tuell and Ralph Johnson, 
whose contributions added an ex tra  dimension to the 
proceedings.

We were also fortunate to have w ith us for the entire  
day Dr. Robert H unter, the immediate past president of 
the Am erican Medical Association. It w as tru ly  a 
g ratify ing  experience to have a person of his s ta tu re  
participating  in studying lhe concerns and problems of 
Pierce County physicians. Dr. H unter's formal rem arks 
provided a suitable conclusion to cap a rem arkable day.

Your Board used the 1982 M em bership Opinion 
Survey as the foundation for its deliberations, and in its 
in terp reta tion  the Board will be guided in im portant 
decisions for 1982. A summary' of the opinion survey is 
published elsew here in Ihis B ulletin. The re lreat 
participan ts interpreted  the survey as follows:

1. A substan tia l m argin of m em bers in all age 
categories felt m aintain ing  high professional 
stan d ard s to be the num ber one priority  of the 
Medical Society of Pierce County.

2. T he second highest priority rank ing  dealt w ith 
w orking to assu re  access to quality  care and 
supporting  our m em bers by providing them  with

excellent lib rary  services, easy access to m eaningful 
con tinu ing  medical education and o th er resources.

3. Political and legislative efforts to serve the  public 
and th e  profession ranked high in priority .

4. T he survey indicated no support for fu rth e r 
consideration by the  Medical Society of a consolidated 
laboratory  service in Pierce C ounty.

5. T he survey  did not indicate a great deal of d is ­
sa tisfaction  w ith lhe present answ erin g  and radio 
paging services available in th is com m unity . T here  
certain ly  w as no c lear m andate  for the  Society to 
proceed in estab lish ing  its own service.

We also expanded o u r a reas of d iscussion  to far- 
reaching subjects ranging from eth ics and protession- 
alism  to the role ol specialty societies in organized 
medicine as a whole. Peer review , quality  a ssu ra n ce  and 
grievance and discip linary  m easures required  special 
lime allocations.

The Board concluded its re treat lee lin g th a t m ore tim e 
and energy would be required to finalized specific actions 
for the Society. Small ad-hoc com m ittees w ere appointed  
to consider four broad areas of concern. T hese  co m m it­
tees will report to the Board du rin g  the next several 
m onths w ith concrete recom m endations. D uring these 
coming m onths we will be conveying to the  general 
m em bership the  progress ol these activ ities, and ask ing  
for g rea ter m em bership  participation  in o rder to bring  to 
fru ition  our goals.

As a Board we shall lie rem inded of M a tth e w ’s 
adm onition, "By their fru its  ye shall know them ."

L C I’i



COMBINING 
QUALITY HOMES 

AND SOUND 
INVESTMENTS

ALLEN"
R E A L T O R

HAROLD ALLEN COMPANY
TACOMA 206-582-6111

T 3

JAC KSO N  HALL 
M EDICAL CENTER

314 So. “ K ” St.

Tacom a, W ash ing ton  98405 

(206) 627-0031

M E D IC A L O FFIC E  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located betw een T acom a General 
H osp ita l and M ary B ridge  C h ild rens  
H osp ita l w ith  220 ca r P ark ing  G arage 
all connected  by u n d e rg ro u n d  tu n ­
nel.

U tilitie s  and J a n ito r ia l services p ro ­
vided in renta l rates.

Army Medical Department Opportunities

The Army Medical Corps offers 
virtually unlimited opportunities to 
learn, teach, investigate, practice 
and direct. For physicians who want 
more in their health care career 
than a predictable dally routine, the 
Army Medical Corps has a lot to 
offer. There are challenging pro 
fessional opportunities In patient care, 
preventive medicine, research, admin

istration and education. A variety of 
excellent educational programs exist. 
As a member of the Army Medical 
Corps, you become a part of one of 
the largest comprehensive systems 
of health care in the United States. 
Numerous medical facilities exist in 
most states, ranging from clinics and 
hospitals to world-reknowned medical 
centers. For more information...

Phone: 
Captain Pat Shipley 
(206) 527 3548 
Call Collect



SOCIETY NEWS BRIEFS Continued

David Vance, ad m in istra to r of the  Medical Society’s 
EM S Medical Control Project, serves as Council 
secre tary -treasu rer.

PHYSICIANS ELECTED INTO MEMBERSHIP
Four provisional m em bers were voted into Medical 

Society m em bership a t the February  Board of T rustees 
m eeting. T hey are: Drs. George C .Jo h n sto n . Allen D. 
M ease, M aurice E. Lindell, and William F. Roes.

PAN PACIFIC SURGICAL ASSOCIATION 
CONGRESS SET FOR AUSTRALIA

A ustra lia  will be the  site of the 17th Congress of the 
Pan Pacific Surgical Association which will be held in 
April of 1984. T he Pan Pacific conference will be 
preceded by the April, 1984 American College of 
Surgeons m eeting in Honolulu.

D etails rem ain to be worked out, reports Stevens 
D im ant, M.D. Physicians requestingadditional informa- 
tion are  asked to contact Dr. D im ant a t h is office or home.

WSMA OUTLINES 1982 LEGISLATIVE GOALS
M alpractice and the. Profession

T he WSMA has undertaken a m ajor statew ide risk 
m anagem ent program  to improve the quality  of medical 
care and thereby reduce the incidence of m alpractice.

T he WSMA has re-established a T ask Force on Tort 
Reform to conduct an  in-depth study during  1982 of 
possible changes which may be needed in to rt law.

T he WSMA is seeking legislative approval of two 
professional liability m easures during  the 1982 Session:

T he first m easure will allow the use of "M ary C a rte r" 
agreem ents as evidence during  trials. T he legislation 
will allow the court and ju ry  to learn of any agreem ents 
betw een a plaintiff and one or more defendants 
regarding damages. The use of “M ary C a rte r” 
agreem ents as evidence will allow' the court and ju ry  to 
m ore fairly determ ine a proper m onetary judgm ent in a 
law suit.

T he second m easure would allow the “ prevailing 
p a rty "  in a suit tor dam ages to recover a tto rn ey s ' tees 
from the losing party . In order for the plaintiff to be 
considered the prevailing party , the plaintiff m ust 
recover more th an  the am ount offered by the defendant 
to se ttle  the  law suit. T h ea  ward of a tto rneys ' fees may be 
excused by the court in the in terest of justice.
Child Auto R estra in ts

T he WSMA will continue to support m andatory child 
au to  safety re stra in ts . S tatistics prove the effectiveness 
of child au to  restra in ts  in reducing death and serious 
in ju ry  to children in autom obile accidents. In T ennes­
see, w here sim ilar legislation passed in 1978 (5 other 
s ta te s  have subsequently  enacted this legislation) there 
has been a 79% reduction in automobile-related d ea thso f 
children under the age of two.
M edical E xam iner System

M any counties of the sta te  have limited access to 
m odern forensic medical services. T he WSMA will 
in itiate  and support the establishm ent of a statew ide 
medical exam iner system  available to any county 
w ishing to take advantage of its services.
Hot W ater System  Regulation

C hildren and adults, especially the elderly, risk  bu rns 
from  tap  w a ter th a t is too hot. Hot w ater bu rn s a re  less

likely if the  m axim um  tem p era tu re  of hot w a te r  h ea te rs  
is set a t  120° F.

T h e  WSMA, in cooperation w ith the T ria l A tto rn ey s ' 
A ssociation, is strongly  supporting  legislation req u irin g  
re ta ile rs  to se t newly installed  hot w a te r  ta n k s /sy s te m s  
no h igher th an  120° un less specifically d irected  in 
w ritin g  by th e  hom e ow ner to do o therw ise.

WSMA P ositionBill No. B rief T itle

HB 31 
HB 174 
SB 4365 
HB 319 
SB 3111

SB 3121

SB 3332

SB 3515/ 
HB 226 
SB 3541/ 
HB 189

3-Way Comp
E xpands P odiatry  L icensure Act 
Revises P odiatry  L icensure Act 
C larifies N a tu ra l D eath Act 
E xtends doctor-patient 

privilege to nu rses 
D eletes and repea ls provisions 

reg u la tin g  sa les of p rophylactics 
E xpands Physical T h erap y  

P ractice 
Am ends Inform ed C onsent Act

M edication a t Schools

Support
Oppose

M onitor
Support

Support

S u pport

Oppose

Oppose
S u pport

Drs. George Tanbara (left) and Roger M eyer (right) discuss 
a medical issue with 27th District Representative A r t  Wong 
(D) at the January  HS.1/.4 Legislative Conference 
Reception.

Dr. Ralph Johnson (left), H'SAM vice-president, and  
28th D istrict Representative S tan Johnson (R) converse at 
the reception follow ing the Legislative Conference. A n  
estim ated 110 physicians and  100  legislators attended  
the reception to discuss issues o f importance to medicine.



S O C IE T Y  N E W S  B R IE F S  c o n tin u e d

CO NTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR!
L eg isla to rs  c o n tin u a lly  em phasize  th e  im p o rtan ce  of 

d irec t co n tac t w ith  th e ir  c o n s titu e n ts . P h y s ic ian s  a re  
u rg ed  to  co n tac t th e ir  leg is la to rs  reg ard in g  issu es of 
im p o rtan ce  to  m edicine  an d  th e  com m unity .

P ierce  C o u n ty  leg isla to rs , and  th e ir  O lym pia te le ­
p hone  n u m b ers , a re  listed below. Also lis ted  a re  “key 
c o n ta c t” p h y sic ian s  w ho a re  w o rk in g  as p a r t  of th e  1982 
leg is la tiv e  p rogram . Key co n tac t p h y sic ian s assig n ed  to 
each  leg isla to r a re  in tended  to serve a s  p r im a ry  re fe rra l 
sou rces.

S e n a to rs

O lym pia
P h o n e
N u m b e r

K ey P h y s ic ian  
C on tac t

2nd District 
R. Ted Bottiger (D) 753-7(502 James K. Symonds, M.D.

25th District
Marcus S. Gaspard (D>753-7648 Donald C. Weber. M.D.

26th District 
Art Gallaghan (R) 753-7650 William B. Jackson, M.D.

27th District 
Lorraine Wojahn (Dj 753-7652 MSPC officers

28th District 
Ted Haley (R) 753-7654 Richard A. Hoffmeister, 

M.D.

29th District 
A. L. “Slim" 

Rasmussen (D)
753-7656 George A. Tanbara, M.D.

L eg isla tiv e  M ail A d d re ss :
.Sena I nr
Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504

R e p re s e n ta tiv e s
2nd District 

Wayne Ehlers (D)

O lym pia
P h o n e
N u m b e r

753-7824

K ey P h y s ic ian  
C ontact

James K. Symonds. M.D.

Duane Kaiser I'D) 753-7890 Jack j. Erickson, M.D.

25th District 
George Walk (D) 753-7806 Thomas II. Clark, M.D./ 

Donald C. Weber, M.D.
Dan Grimm (D) 753-7912 Michael llaynes, M.D./ 

Donald C. Weber M.D.

26th District 
Barbara Granlund (D) 753-7918 Paul Mountford, M.D.

Dan Dawson (R)

27th District 
Jim Salatino (D)
Art Wang (D)

28th District 
Shirley Winsley (R)
Stan Johnson (R)

29th District 
P.J. “Jim ”
Gallagher (D)
Wendell Brown 

L eg isla tiv e  M ail A d d re ss : 
Representative

753-7974 Larry Iverson, M.D./ 
Thom as W. Schubert, 

M.D.

753-7984 Robert G. Scherz, M.D.
753-7942 Joseph D. Lloyd, M.D.

753-7838 Joseph C. Nichols, M.D.
753-7874 Jam es D. Krueger, M.D.

753-7906
753-7936

George A. Tanbara, M.D. 
George A. Tanbara, M.D.

Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504

O lym pia T e lep h o n e  N u m b ers :
W SM A O lym pia  Office 

(24 h r. a n sw e rin g  for m e s sa g e s )  (206) 352-4848
L obbyist M essage C en te r

(C apitol B u ild ing  — "U lcer G u lc h ” )  754-3206
S ta te  L eg isla tive  Toll F ree  M essage L ine 1 -800-562-6000 

(Q uick and  easy  w ay  to  leave m essag es  for your leg­
is la to r  u rg in g  a vo te  for o r ag a in s t o r to request 
copies of bills.)

P h y sic ian  “ I s s u e ” M ail L ist:
P h y s ic ian s  w ish in g  to receive W SM A m ailings on 

specific  issu es  sh o u ld  w rite  to th e  W SM A  O lym pia office 
and  re q u est th e ir  n am e  be p laced on a  m ailin g  list for 
th a t issue . T h o se  lis ted  w ill receive n o tice  of hearings, 
su m m a rie s  of leg isla tion  and  s ta tu s  of leg isla tion .

SURGICAL CLUB MEETS THIRD TUESDAYS
M em bers of th e  T aco m a Surg ical C lub  a re  rem inded 

th a t  th e  o rg an iza tio n  ho lds its  m o n th ly  m ee tin g  on the 
th ird  T u esd ay  of each  m o n th  (no su c h  m ee tin g s  a re  held 
in A pril, Ju n e , Ju ly  an d  A u gust). T h e  C lu b 's  annual 
m ee tin g  w ill be on April 23 and  24. All m em b ers will 
receive a m ailin g  in M arch . H e rb ert C. K ennedy , M .D .,is 
th e  1982 p re sid en t of th e  Surg ical C lub.

PEOPLE AND PLACES . . .
E ugene H an so n , M .D., re tired  M SPC  m em ber, was 

honored a t th e  F e b ru a ry  4 m ee tin g  of T a c o m a 's  Rotary 
C lub #8. D r. H an so n  w as honored  fo ro b ta in in g s ta tu s a s  
a fellow in th e  A r th u r  H. W ickens F o u n d a tio n . The 
fou n d a tio n  is an  a ffilia ted  a c tiv ity  of th e  R otary  Club, 
fu n d s  of w h ich  a re  used  for a v a rie ty  o f com m unity  
serv ices. Dr. H anson , a g en era l p ra c tit io n e r , w a sg ra n te d  
h o n o ra ry  m em b ersh ip  s ta tu s  in 1972.

Lundstrom Real Estate Investments
INC. 10015 Lakewood Drive S.W.

  ■» Tacoma

“Property is your best 
protection against inflation.” 584-2000



MARY BRIDGE CHILDREN'S HEALTH CENTER 
10th Annual 

Day of Pediatrics 
“ INFECTIOUS DISEASE UPDATE”

March 20, 1982 
Tacoma General Medical Center Auditorium (Jackson Hall)

314 South ‘K’ Street, Tacoma

CATEGORY I As an o rgan ization  accredited fo r co n tin u ing  m edica l e du ca tio n , the C o llege  o f M e d ica l E ducation , 
Credits: Inc., certifies that this o ffe rin g  meets the crite ria  fo r  seven c re d it hours in C ategory I fo r the  Physicians

7 hours R ecogn ition  Award o f the Am erican M ed ica l Associa tion and fo r  the  re licensu re  re qu ire m e n ts  o f 
the  Board o f M ed ica l Examiners o f the State o f W ash ing ton.

ALSO

A ccredited  by the Am erican Academ y o f Family Physicians fo r seven c re d it hou rs— C atego ry  I 
(Prescribed)

PREP — Pediatric Review and Education Pn

7:30 Registration

M O R N IN G  SESSION

8:00 W elcom e
M o de ra to r

8:15 NEWER ANTIBIOTICS IN PEDIATRIC PRACTICES

9:00 IM M UNOCOM PETENCE — EVALUATION AND
M ANAGEM ENT OF THE CHILD 
W ITH FREQUENT INFECTIONS 

10:00 BREAK

10:15 NEW RADIOGRAPHIC  APPROACHES FOR EVALUATION Kenneth  Cross, M .D .
OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

11:00 UPDATE O N  LABORATORY TESTS FOR RAPiD D IAGNOSIS j o h n  Podgore, M.D.
OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES Alan Tice, M.D.

11:15 PANEL

12:00 LUNCH

AFTERNOON SESSION

M o d e ra to r Edward Walk ley. M.D .
A dm in is tra tive  D ire c to r, 5pecial Care U n it 

1:30 NEONATAL INFECTIONS -  A rn o ld  Smith, M.D.
RECOGNITION A N D  MANAGEM ENT

2:15 AM BULATORY INFECTIOUS DISEASE M ANAGEM ENT M ichae l  M i l le r ,  M.D.

3:00 BREAK

3:15 INFECTIOUS DISEASE M ANAGEM ENT John D. Nelson. M .D
OF THE HOSPITALIZED CHILD 

4:00 PANEL

CLOSE CONFERENCE

Program C oo rd in a to r: R obert G, Scherz, M .D .

SPONSORED BY:
M ary Bridge C h ild ren 's  H eallh  C enter 

C ollege of M ed ica l Education 
M ed ica l Sociely o f Pierce C ounty 
Pierce C oun ty  H ospita l C ounc il

Registration fee: $55, M edica l Society o f Pierce C oun ty  m em bers: $65, non MSPC m em bers: $25 all o th e r hea lth  care
personnel.  Paid preregistra tion w ou ld  be appreciated before M arch  75. 7982. This p rog ram  is subject to  ca nce lla tio n  if  less 
than the m in im u m  n um b e r  o f  part icipants have regis tered by M arch  15. 7982. Please address alt registrations and  
correspondence to :  ,

M axine Bailey, Executive Director
College of M edical Education, Inc.
M edical Society of Pierce County 

705 South 9th, #203 
Tacoma, W ashington 98405 

Phone: 627-7137

ogram

Dr. Ritchie, P resident, M e d ica l Staff 
Dr. Scherz, M ed ica l D ire c to r 

John D. Nelson. M .D .

A lan Mease, M.D.
Warren Todd, M.D.

©



If you’ve never
recommended 
a specific brand
of aspirin before,
now’s the time 

to start!
Better tolerated than 

regular aspirin

Mow, by means of a unique water-soluble cellu­
lose coating, Improved Bayer® Aspirin provides

oro-pharyngo-esophageal protection for your 
patients. Furthermore, in a recent short term use 
study, perceived stomach upset was shown to be 
no greater than seen with placebo.1
This patented coating is not  enteric in nature, 
so it is not affected by pH. And the film does not 
affect absorption or bioavailability. What it does 
is to stay intact just long enough for tablets to 
reach the stomach. Disintegration in the buccal 
cavity, pharynx and esophagus is avoided— 
easing swallowing and minimizing aspirin



taste, aftertaste and burning in the throat Once 
tablets reach the stomach, they dissolve 
quickly and completely—producing the same 
aspirin and salicylate blood levels as regular 
aspirin.2

Protective effect demonstrated 
in multi-center study1
In a double-blind, multi-center clinical study,1 
involving 907 subjects, Improved Bayer Aspirin 
was shown significantly superior to regular 
aspirin in avoiding aspirin taste, aftertaste, dis­
solution of tablets in the mouth and burning in 
the throat

As well 
tolerated as 
placebo
W hat’s m ore, for 
short term use when 
compared to both 
c o a t e d  and  u n ­
coated placebo tab­
lets, Improved Bayer 
Aspirin showed no 
s ig n ifica n t d iffer­
ence in subjective  
complaints o f stom­
ach. upset- as shown 
in the chart:

Better patient compliance
With its low incidence of subjective complaints 
and high degree of acceptance, Improved 
Bayer Aspirin can help assure the kind of 
patient compliance needed for successful sali­
cylate therapy.

Now, more than ever—Bayer is 
the name to specify
To be sure your patients get all the benefits of 
Improved Bayer Aspirin, be sure to specify the 
name Bayer, whenever you recom m end

aspirin. Mow, more 
than ever,  it can  
make an important 
difference.

References:
1. Soller, R. W. and Baretz, 
D .B .: M e th y lc e llu lo s e  
Film Coating of Tablets as 
an Im p roved  D e live ry  
System for Aspirin (to be 
published).
2. Soller, R. W.: Bioavaila­
bility of Improved Bayer 
Aspirin (on file, The Bayer 
Company).

The Bayer C om pany 
G lenbrook Laboratories 
A D ivision of Sterling Drug Inc. 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, New  York 10016

Subjective evaluations—average percentage of complaints 
following each of three 650 mg doses of Improved Bayer 
Aspirin, placebo and coated placebo—given four hours apart' 
Symptom &  Improved
Time of
Administration*

Bayer
Aspirin Placebo

Coated
Placebo

Burning in Throat
5 min. 6% 5% 5%

20 min. 8% 7% 8%
50 min. 6% 5% 5%
Stomach Upset

5 min. 2% 4% 2%
20 min. 6% 8% 5%
50 min. 8% 7% 5%

Nausea
5 min. 0% 1% 0%

20 min. 2% 3% 2%
50 min. 3% 2% 2%

* Following each of the three doses of test formulations, subjec­
tive side effects were recorded at 5, 20 and 50 minutes.

Introducing Improved
BAYER ASPIRIN

■M



1982 MEMBERSHIP OPINION SURVEY RESULTS

T h e  1982 M edical S o c i e t y  M e m b e r s h i p  O pinion S u rv ey  w a s  con d u cted  in la te  D ecem b er a n d  e a rly  J a n u a ry .  S u rv ey  
re su lts  w ere used by th e  Board of T ru s te e s  in i ts  rev iew  of goals and  p rio ritie s  a t  i ts  J a n u a ry  30 re tre a t .

S u rvey  re su lts  in d ica te  th e  m em bersh ip , by a  su b s ta n tia l  m arg in  and  w ith o u t re g ard  to  age  ca teg o rie s , co n sid ers  
m a in ta in in g  h igh professional s ta n d a rd s  and e th ic s  as th e  n u m b er one p rio rity  of th e  M edical Socie ty  of P ierce 
C ounty . W ork ing  to a s su re  access and su p p o rtin g  q u a lity  m edical care  received th e  n e x t h ig h es t ra n k in g s  a s  Society 
p rio rities . Political and legislative e ffo rts  to  serve  th e  public and  p rofession  w ere  in d ica ted  a s  h igh  p rio ritie s . (For 
add itional com m ent reg ard in g  t he su rvey , see P re s id e n t’s Page, page 5.)

A pproxim ately  57% of th e  su rv e y 's  re sp o n d an ts  have  p racticed  m edicine  in  P ierce  C o u n ty  fo r ten  y e a rs  o r less. T h e  
response  ra te  of 33.5% w as c o n sis ten t w ith  th e  resp o n se  ra te s  of p rev ious m em b e rsh ip  op in io n  su rv e y s .

Fu ll s ta tis tic a l  rep o rts  of the  su rv ey  follow:

Q uestion  1: W’hat do you th in k  should  be th e  m ajor co n cern s of y o u r c o u n ty  M edical Society?
(A nsw ers in th e  follow ing tab les a re  given in percen tages.)

Responses ui members in practice:

Less Than 
5 Y ears

i; ■ 10
vears

1 1 - 1 5
vears

lfi years 
nr more Total

Number <if (91) (33) (24) (68) (216)
FIR ST PR IO R ITY  Respondents

A. M ain ta in ing  h igh p ro fessio n a l 
s ta n d a rd s  an d  e th ics; p ro tec tin g  
p a tie n ts  from  poor q u a lity  care  or 
u n sc ru p u lo u s  physic ians: 31.9% 39.3% 2 9 .2 % 25 .5% 30.3%

B. W orking  to  a s su re  a c c e ss  to  quality  
m ed ica l care : 16.3 12.5 10 .4 13 .4 14.8

C. P olitical an d  leg is la tive  effo rts to 
serve th e  public and profession: 1 3 .9 8 .9 6 .3 12.1 1 1 .7

D. P ro m o tin g  com m unity  re la tio n s  and
providing m edically-related  public 
education: 10.2 8 .9 8 .3 9 .4 9 .5

E. S u p p o rtin g  q u a lity  m ed ica l ca re ,
c o n tin u in g  educa tion , lib ra ry  serv ices, 
etc. 1 4 .6 16.1 1 6 .7 1 2 .8 14.3

F. P rov id ing  se rv ic e s  th a t support m em ­
b ers ' p rofessional and o th e r p ractice  
re la ted  activ ities: 4 .8 5 .4 10.4 8.1 6 .7

G. P re se rv in g  goodw ill and  coopera tion
am ong  m em bers: 6 .0 S. 9 12.5 12.1 9 .3

H. O ther: 2 .4 0 6 .3 6 .7 4.1

(Base) (16(5) (56) (48) (149) (419)

2. Do you feel th ere  is a su liic icn t n u m b er of M edical Society genera l m em b ersh ip  m ee tin g s to keep you in form ed of 
imporl a n t m edical issu es and to provide you w ith  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to m eet w ith  y o u r co lleagues an d  e x p re ss  vour 
views? " ‘

Yes 91.1%  (175)
No 8.9%  (17)

(192)

3. W hat is th e g re a te s t  single  im pedim ent to y o u a l te n d in g a  M edical Society g en era l m em b ersh ip  m ee tin g  (cu rren t 
m eeting  fo rm a t/p ra c tic e s  a re  indicated  in p a ren th es is)?

24.8%  T h e  day of the  w eek th e  m eetings a re  held (T uesdays), (31)
20 .8%  T h e  lim e of day (6:30 p.m.). (26)
18.4%  T h e  form at (d inner followed by th e  m eeting). (23)
20.8%  Location (at va rio u s re s ta u ra n ts ) . (26)
15.2%  C u rre n t p rogram s. (19)

(125)



Do you feel th ere  is a sufficient num ber of hospital medical s ta ff m eetings to keep you inform ed of im po rtan t 
hospital and medical sta ff issues and to provide you w ith an opportun ity  to express your views. 

Yes 8 7 .7 % (185)
No 12.3%  ( 26)

(211)

Do you feel, as a m em ber of a medical staff(s), th a t you have su ilic ien t im pact on hospital policy affecting  your 
pa tien ts ' care?

Yes 60.8%  (124)
No 39.2%  ( 80)

(204)
T h e  economy and o ther factors a re  adversely affecting access (o qua lity  health  services for an  increasing  n u m b er 
of people.
6.a. Should the Medical Society participate  with o ther agencies in a financial screening service, such  as th a t 

used in health  departm ent com m unity clinics, for patien ts if th is w ould m ake it easier lor your pract ice to 
accept additional or no fee patients?
Yes 41.2%  ( 78)
No 58. 7% (111)

(189)
6.b. Should the Society be involved in assisting  patien ts w ho are  seeking a physician?

Yes 96.0%  (169)
No 4.0%  (7)

(176)
In recent m onths m em bers have expressed concern about local answ erin g  and paging services.

Do you use an answ ering  service? Yes 65.2%  (131)
No 34.8%  J701 

(2 01 )

Do you use a paging service? Yes 68.1%  (130)
No 31.9%  (61)

(191)
7.a. Which local answ ering  an d /o r paging service do you cu rren tly  use?

21.5%  Doctors and D entists Telephone Exchange (44)
11.7%  Medical Telephone A nsw ering Service (A nswering Service N orthw est) (24)
23.9%  A nswerphone (49)
42.9%  Radio Page of Tacom a (88)

(205)

7.b. How would you ra te  the answ ering /pag ing  service(s) you c u rren tly  use?
A nsw ering Service Paging Service
15.5%  Excellent (20) 14.2%  Excellent (19)
29.5%  Good (38) 38.1%  Good (51)
40.3%  Fair (52) 38.1%  Fair (51)
14.7%  Poor (19) 9.7% Poor (13)

(129) 034)

7.c. W hat do you like best and least, about the service(s) you use?
A nsw ering Service

L ikeB est U ke Least
44.1%  Level of service (49)

9.9%  Cost (11)
15.3%  Equipm ent (17)
2 0 .7%i Responsiveness to physician needs (23) 

9.9%  O ther (11)
(111)

Paging Service 
Like Best
42.6'Hi Level of service (43)
11.9%  Cost (12)
24.8%  Equipm ent (25)
14.9%  Responsiveness to physician needs (15) 
5.9% O ther (6)

OOI)

23.9%  
41.9%  
8.4%  

21.3%  
4.5%

Level of service (37)
Cost (65)
Equipm ent (13)
Responsiveness to physician needs (33) 
O ther (7)

(155)

Like Least
17.6%  Level of serv ice (26)
37.8%  Cost (56)
20.9%  Equipm ent (31)
20.9%  Responsiveness to physician needs (31)

2. 7% O ther (4)
048)
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7.d. How long have  you used your c u rre n t service(s)?
A n sw erin g  Service P ag ing  Service
53.0%  Less th a n  5 y ears (79) 72.8%  Less th a n  5 y e a rs  (99)
16.1%  6 - 1 0  y ears  (24) 16.9%  6 - 1 0  y ears (23)
10.1%  11 • 15 y ears (15) 8 .1 % 11 - 15 y ears  (11)
20 .8%  16 y ea rs  o r longer (31) 2.2%  16 y ears  o r  longer  (3)

(149) (136)

7.e. W hen (if) you last changed  to a new  an sw e rin g /p a g in g  serv ice(s), w a s  th e  c h a n g e  b e ca u se  of b e tte r.

A nsw erin g  Service Pag ing  Service
20.4%  C ost (10) 16.0%  C ost (8)
28.6%  Level of serv ice  (14) 28 .0%  Level of se rv ice  (14)

6.1%  B e tte r eq u ip m en t (3) 18.0%  B e tte r  eq u ip m e n t (9)
14.3%i C onvenience of serv ice  (7) 10 .0  % C onven ience  of se rv ice  (5)
18.4'fu Perceived resp o n siv en ess to your needs (9) 18.0%  Perceived re sp o n siv en ess  to y o u r needs (9)
12.2%  O th e rJ6 )_  10.0%  O th e r (5)

(49) (50)

7.f. It h a s  been suggested  th a t a physic ian  d irec ted  a n d /o r  ow ned  a n sw e rin g  a n d /o r  ra d io  p ag in g  service(s) 
could provide com parab le  o r b e tte r  serv ice  th a n  w h a t is c u r re n tly  av a ilab le  a t  e q u a l o r  reduced 
expense. If it is d e term ined  th a t th is  is possible, w h a t w ould  be th e  d e te rm in in g  fa c to r fo r you to 
change  to such  a  service?

A n sw erin g  Service Pag ing  Service
39. 7% Im proved service  (83) 38 .8%  Im proved se rv ice  (71)
36.4%  R educed expense (76) 35.0%  Reduced ex p en se  (64)
22.5%  G rea te r re sp o n siv en ess to your needs (47) 23 .0%  G re a te r  re sp o n siv e n ess  to  y o u r needs (42)

1.4%  O th e r (3) 3.3%  O th e r  (6)
(209) (183)

7.g. E stab lish in g  a new  a n sw e rin g  a n d /o r  paging serv ice  w ould en ta il a fin an c ia l c o m m itm e n t on th e  p a r t  of
th e  p a rtic ip a tin g  p h y sic ians. W ould you be w illing  to  p a r tic ip a te  on th a t  b asis?

Yes 65.1%  (99)
No 34.9%  (53)

(152)
8. T h e  concept of a cen tralized  lab o ra to ry  serv ice  for P ierce C o u n ty  p e rfo rm in g  a u to m a te d  lab w o rk  fo r p h y sic ian s 

has been suggested  as a m eans of reducing  lab costs  and  im prov ing  service. G iven th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  su ch  a 
lab o ra to ry  service, how ever organized , w ould have a beneficial im pact on co sts  and  se rv ice  w ith o u t 
com prom ising  q u a lity , do you th in k  a cen tra lized  lab o ra to ry  serv ice  is desirab le?

Yes 43.4%  (82)
No 56.6%  (107)

(189)

8,a. Do you th in k  a cen tra lized  lab o ra to ry  serv ice  is p ractica l?
Yes 33.1%  (58)
No 66.9%  (117)

W 7 5 j

8.b. Should th e  M edical Society su p p o rt a s tu d y  of th is  issu e  an d  w o rk  to p ro m o te  su ch  a  se rv ice ’
Yes 40.7%  (77)
No 59.3%  (112)

(189)

9. W hat is y o u r age? 4 6 .2  y ears average

10. How long have  you p racticed  m edicine in P ierce C ounty?
42.1%  l^ess th an  5 years (91)
1 5 .3 % 6 - 10 years (33)
11.1%  1 1 -1 5  y ears (24)
31.5'%' 16 years or longer (68)

(2T6T

RATH OF RESPONSE: 33.5%
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AUTOMOBILE SAFETY: A RECENT SURVEY

To T he Editor:
T hrough  legislative in itiative, professional education, 

and education of the public, the  Medical Society of Pierce 
County and the  WSMA in 1982 are  em phasizing 
autom obile safety  for in fan ts and children. One aspect of 
th is y ear's  program  is the "F irs t Ride Safe Ride” 
cam paign, em phasizing  proper autom otive safety 
re s tra in ts  for in fan ts  from  the lim e of b irth .

A recent survey sam pling in fan ts discharged from the 
new born n u rse ry  of Lakewood General Hospital showed 
only 30% leaving the  hospital in appropria te  safety  in fan t 
seats. I felt th a t a review  of off ice medical records should 
be carried  out to determ ine w h e th er sa fety  sea ts  were 
used w ith  g rea ter frequency a t the time of the in fan t’s 
firs t well-child exam ination.

T he ch arts  of the  last 100 in fan ts seen for health  
exam inations a t 2 to 3 weeks of age were retrospectively 
reviewed, w ith the following results:

P a ren ts  sta ted  child has and
uses in fan t car seat .................................................  53

Advised regarding need for safety  car seat ......... 27
No record regarding car s e a t ....................................  20

T he findings of th is ch art review  indicated signif­
icantly  few er in fan ts sta ted  to be using  safety in fan t car 
seats than  w as expected. Higher expectations related to 
the previous in stru ctio n  of the paren ts, all of whom had 
presum ably seen exhibits of safety  in fan t car sea ts a t the 
tim e of delivery of their in fan ts at local hospitals, 
reviewed pam phlet m aterial displayed w ith these

exhib its, and in most cases, seen film  s tr ip s  regard ing  
safety  in fan t c a r seats. T he question  w as raised  w h e th er 
econom ic considerations prevented  m ore w idespread use 
of safety  in fan t c a r seats.

A fu rth e r review  of these 100 c h a r ts  revealed the
following:

In fan ts covered under Title X I X .......................... 30
T itle  XIX in fan ts  using  safety  car s e a t s   7 23%

T itle  XIX in fan ts  w ithou t safety
in fan t c a r s e a t s ......................................................  15 50%

T itle  XIX in fan ts. No record regarding
car sea ts  ...................................................................  3 27%

N on-Title  X I X  In fa n ts ............................................... 71

Non-Title XIX in fan ts  using  in fan t
safety  car s e a t s .....................................................  47 67%

N on-Title XIX in fan ts. No safety
car seats ................................................................... 12 17%

Non-Title XIX in fan ts. No record regard ing
car sea ts ...................................................................12 17%

T he significantly  less u tiliza tion  of safety  c a r  sea ts  by 
the  econom ically d isadvantaged m ay well be due to the 
substan tia l cost of car sea ts  ($35-$50) bu t a Iso m ay  re la te  
to difference in education  and u n d erstan d in g  regarding 
risks. Clearly im provem ent is needed am ong th is 
population. T he 67% car seat utilization  by the 
econom ically m ore advantaged also needs im provem ent.

(con t inued  on page 19)

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ica l and A llergy Laboratory
•  A llergens and Vaccines
•  Private & Nursing Home Calls 

Two addresses to Serve You

•  UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL SQUARE
2603 B rid g e p o rt W ay W est 
Tacom a, Wash. 98466 
Phone (206) 564-1565

•  TORQUAY MEDICAL CENTER 
34616 11th Place So.
Federal Way, Wash. 98003 
Phone (206) 927-7655

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An independent pension consulting organization 
providing all the services needed to  design, 
administer, and maintain pension and profit 
sharing plans

Our services include:

• Plan Design to  m eet your specific needs

• Plan Installation assistance to  qualify your plan

• Plan Administration on a continuous basis to m eet 
governmental requirements

• Assistance to  clients whose plans are audited

Suite 1616 • Washington Building • Tacoma, Washington 98402 
(206 ) 572-6663



Laboratory News and Views

WHAT’S NEW — AND WORTHLESS

"W o rth le ss” is so rt of a w o rth le ss  term . As I review ed 
a n u m b e r  of “ n e w ” te s ts  it becam e in creasing ly  d ifficult 
to d e te rm in e  w h ich  w as th e  m ost w o rth less . T h a t ’s an  
u n fo r tu n a te  dilem m a, bu t not very ra re  and  it a lte red  the  
in itia l d irec tion  of th is  d iscussion .

As com m ercial labo ra to ries, in p a rticu la r , do th e ir  
th in g , th e  p rac tic in g  physic ian  has becom e increasing ly  
in n u n d a te d  w ith  a ttra c tiv e  c la im s of new  te s ts  a n d /o r  
profiles th a t a re  m ore sen sitive , m ore specific, m ore 
un iq u e, m ore a ccu ra te  — and o ften  m ore expensive .

So how  does one ev a lu a te  th e  “ w o rth "  of a new  test — 
or an  old one for th a t m atter?

F or s ta r te rs , a good test fo ra  specific d isease  should  be 
positive in most folks who have th a t disease (sensitivity) 
and negative  in m ost w ho don 't (specificity). W ith  that 
profound bit of w isdom , it follow s th a t you should  be able 
to m ake som e p red ic tions about w h e th e r a p a tien t has or 
d o esn 't have a d isease  based on a positive  o r negative  
re su lt. O bviously  if you c a n 't ,  th e  tes t is m ore or less 
w orth less .

T h e  “pred ic tive  v a lue" h as been d iscussed  by G alen 
and G am b in o 1 w ho propose th is  approach  for e v a lu a tin g  
te s t re su lts :

ff w ith  # w ith
positive resu lts  negative resu lts  totals 

#w ith disease T P FN T P + FN
# without
d isease FP TN

TOTALS: Total P ositives T otal N egatives

FP + TN  

Total 
Patients

T P  = tru e  positives 
FP  = false positives 
T N  = tru e  negatives 
FN = fa lse  negatives

P red ictive  value .p - ■ * 100, , 1 ru e  positives ( 1 P) xlOO
of a positive re su lt = -------- !--------------- —------ —-

T ota l positives (TP + FP)

Pred ictive  value  T ru e  negatives (TN) xlOO
of a negative  resu lt = ——  ---------- :------- ——— ——

I otal negatives ( I N + FN)

S en sitiv ity  = percen t of tru e  positives in p a tie n ts  w ith  
th e  disease.

Specificity  = percent of tru e  negatives in p a tie n ts  w ith ­
ou t th e  disease.

T h e  impact of p revalence on th e  p red ic tive  va lue  of a 
positive resu lt is ex trem ely  im p o rtan t as will b eem p h a- 
ized in the  follow ing exam ples.

C onsider 100 p a tie n ts  w h ere  50 have  “ th e "  d isease  and 
50 do not (prevalence is 50%). T h e  tes t to iden tify  th e  
disease  is 96% spccilic (all the  50 norm al p a tie n ts ,e x ce p t 
tw o false positives, will have negative  re su lts ) bu t 50% 
sensitive  (half of the d iseased  p a tie n ts  w ill tes t positive, 
but half will test false negative).

# with # with 
pos. result neg. result totals

25 25 50 sensitivity =50%# with 
disease
# without
disease 2 48 50 specificity = 96%

TOTALS 27 73 fOO
P red ic tiv e  va lue  of a positive  re su lt  = 2 5 /2 7  x 100 = 93% 
P red ictive  value of a neg ativ e  re su lt  = 48 /7 3  x  100 =66%

In su m m ary , a positive  te s t w ill be a c c u ra te  93% of Lhe 
tim e b u t a negative  te s t  will be w ro n g  one th ird  of the 
tim e, w h ich  isn 't all th a t  bad. In th is  ex am p le , however, 
th e  p revalence  — 50% — is v ery  h igh . Do w e ev er actually  
en co u n te r  th a t lype of p rev a len ce  an d  w h a t h ap p en s  to 
th e  p red ic tive  va lue  if th e  p rev a len ce  is m u ch  lower. 
S uppose w e ch an g e  n o th in g  bu t th e  p rev a len ce  to a  more 
reaso n ab le  2%.

ft with # with 
pos. result neg. result totals

2 sensitivity = 50%# withdisea.se 

tt w ith out 
disease  

TOTALS

1

94

95

98 specificity = 96%
100

P red ic tiv e  va lue  of a positive  re su lt  = 1/5 x  100 = 20% 
P red ic tiv e  va lue  of a n eg a tiv e  re s u lt  = 9 4 /9 5  x  100 =99%

It shou ld  no t su rp r is e  you th a t  in 100 p a tie n ts  w here 
only tw o  hav e  " th e ” d isease, a n e g a tiv e  te s t  is highly 
reliable. B u t w ould  you h av e  believed th a t  a  positive  test 
w ould be w ro n g  80% of th e  time?

T h e  m oral of th is  s to ry  c e n te rs  on prevalence. Perhaps 
you h a v e n ’t realized  it bu t p rev a len ce  is th e  one variable 
th a t  is u n d e r y o u r  e x q u is ite  co n tro l a n d  50% prevalence 
is ra th e r  easy  to  achieve. L et m e exp la in .

CPK-MB is one of th e  best la b o ra to ry  te s ts  for 
d e tec tin g  m yocard ial in farc tio n . W ith  a h igh  sensitiv ity  
an d  specificity  it is an  ex ce llen t tool to ru le  in o r out a 
recen t in fa rc tio n  in the appropriate group o f  patients. And 
th a t  g ro u p  is com posed of th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w ho  enter 
y o u r office o r th e  ER  co m p la in in g  of c h es t p a in  o r o ther 
typ ical MI sy m p to m s. By lim itin g  th e  te s t  to  th a t  group, 
you have  in creased  th e  p rev alen ce  of M I and  literally  
m ade th e  te s t va lu ab le . I sup p o se  i t ’s  obv ious a t this 
po in t, bu t th e  CPK-M B as a sc ree n in g  tool in th e  general 
p opu lation  w h e re  th e  p rev alen ce  of M I is fa r  below  the 
2% in th e  above ex am p le  w ould  re n d e r  a  p o sitive  resu lt 
even  less re liab le  th a n  th e  20% described .

T h e  bo ttom  line  is th is : m o st te s ts ,  n ew  o r o therw ise, 
a re  “ w o rth le s s” u n le s s  u sed  u n d e r a p p ro p ria te  c ircum ­
s ta n ce s , i.e. w h e re  ju d ic io u s  se lec tion  of th e  p a tien t 
in c re ases  th e  likelihood (p revalence) of th e  d iagnosis 
u n d e r co n sid era tio n . W ith  m y ocard ia l in fa rc tio n , th is  is 
re la tiv e ly  easy . W ith  som e d iag n o ses , it is m ore  difficult. 
T h e  key to predictive value and  “ w o r th ” of tes t resu lts  
is clearly  tied to p a tien t selection and  how  m uch the 
p h y sic ian  h a s  to  e lim in a te  before  o rd e rin g  th e  te s t.

H®



A quick example of w hat this m eans in real life: 
psychiatrists have recently been bombarded with a 
“ new " tes t to diagnose endogenous depression2. Now 
“depression” is about as comm on a s  a head cold, bu t the 
problem  is d ifferen tia ting  the  reactive patien t from the 
pa tien t w ho h as a neuroendocrine im balance as th e  basis 
for depression (endogenous).

T h e  approach to q u a n tita te  th e  neuroendocrine 
im balance has been a m odificaton of th e  old dexam etha- 
zone suppression  tes t w hich  w as developed in itially  as a 
tes t for adrenal function  to diagnose C u sh in g ’s disease. 
In the  norm al patient, dexam ethazone suppresses 
adrenal function; in C ush ing’s disease it does not. T he 
p a tien t w ith  endogenous depression “escapes” from the 
adrenal suppression  sooner th an  the  norm al patien t or 
those w ith  o ther types of depression or o ther psychiatric  
disorders. T h e  problem  is th a t some escape and some 
don’t.

T h e  test has been advocated for rou tine  use by 
in te rn is ts , family p ractitioners and p sy ch iatrists  on 
e ith e r an in patien t o r ou tpatien t basis. In e ith e r s itu a ­
tion the  dexam ethazone is adm inistered  orally a t 11 p.m. 
W ith o u tp atien ts a single blood specim en is obtained 
the following day a t 4:00 p.m.; with inpatients blood 
specimens are taken a t  4:00 p.m. and at 11:00 p.m. Any cor­
tisol value above 5 ug/dl is considered a positive result. 
O bviously the  more blood specim ens tested, the  more 
likely one is to receive a positive.

T h e  sensitiv ity  of th e  procedure in the  ou tpatien t 
g roup with the prevalence adjusted to 50%, has been 
reported as 49% w ith  a specificity of 97%2. T h e  high 
prevalence w as achieved by excluding patien ts for 
m ultiple medical reasons or w ith a h isto ry  of certain  
d rug  use. T h e  sam e data  applied to a prevalence of 2% 
resu lts  in the following predictive value for a positive 
test:

# w ith  
depression

# w ithout 
depression

TOTALS

# w ith  # w ith  
pos. result neg. result totals

1 1

95
96

2 sensitivity = 49%

98 specificity = 97%

4 96 100
Predictive value of a positive resu lt = 1/4 x 100 = 25%

I suspect th a t in clinical use  on an  o u tp a tien t b asis the  
prevalence will be fa r closer to 2% than 50%. At $27.50 for 
single cortisol d e te rm ination  the  test is h ard ly  w orth less  
— to th e  laboratory  — but will co n trib u te  little  to the  
diagnosis of endogenous depression.

T h is  d iscussion has em phasized th e  crucial im por­
tance of disease  prevalence to increase  the  “ w o rth "  of 
p redictive values of test re su lts  and w h a t the  physic ian  
m ust do to increase  th e  validity  of testing . At th e  
opposite end of the spectrum  is the  scenario  we have 
jo in tly  created  by th e  developm ent and prom otion of 
profile screening especially in hospital adm ission  
profiles an d /o r "h ea lth "  profiles. You will recognize th a t 
such  testing  rep resen ts no o r very little  p a tien t selection 
and th a t “ positive” re su lts  have a rem ote value at best. 
T h e  basic question  is w he th er th e  low cost of the  
screening profile offsets th e  re la tively  high cost of 
following up the  false positives.

1 doubt lt! E d  Wood, M .D .. Ph.d.

1. Galen, Robert S. and S. Raymond Gambino. Beyond 
Normality: T he Predictive Value and Efficiency of Medical 
Diagnoses. John W iley & Sons. N ew  York, 1975.

2. Ritchie, James C. and Bernard J. Carroll. M elancholic 
Patients: A New Test to Identify Depression. Lab World, 
32(9>: 24-29, 1981.
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• U tm o st C onvenience. Thanks to  p ick  up  and de ­
live ry  serv ice , o u r p ro d u c t com es when you need it.

• E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  service, all th is  p ro te c tio n  
a ga in s t d ia p e r rash costs  fa r less than  paper d iapers 
— o n ly  penn ies  m ore  a day than hom e-w ashed 
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C A U TIO N  TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illega l to  d is ­
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d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iapers. "D isposab le " 
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Tacoma
475-1234

Seattle
634-BABY
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THE AUCTION WAS A SUCCESS! 
THANK YOU ALL (AND TIDBITS)

1981-1982 FUND RAISER — THE AUCTION
T h e  A uction  C o m m ittee  w orked  h a rd  and  d iligently . 

T h e  co m m ittee  telephoned , sen t flyers , m ade p o ste rs, 
a rra n g e d  for food, developed d isp lays an d  kept carefu l 
reco rds. T h e  ou tcom e of th e ir  e ffo rts w as m ore th a n  130 
d o n ations.

T h o se  w hose  help  W'as so special are: Debby 
M cA lexander, N ikki C row ley, Bev G rah am , Sh irley  
M u rp h y , S h aro n  L aw son, N orm a S m ith , M arlene 
A rth u r , M ary  Jo h n s to n , Jean n e  Ju d d , K it L arson , V erna 
B ergm an, D onna M cLees, C athy  S chneider, C indy 
A nderson , Judy  R obinette , Suzie Flood, K ay K em m an, 
D o ttie  T ru ck e y , B a rb ara  P a tte rso n , L aV onne C am pbell, 
G loria V irak, A laire  Sheim o, Jo Roller, C arol H opkins, 
Bob W h itney , C huck  A nderson , V ern L arson , Ken 
G ra h am , Jim  P a tte rso n , M arty  O sborne, A lair Sheim o, 
and Gil Roller.

We a re  especially  pleased w ith  th e  gen ero u s response  
of o u r  m em b ers — in th e  g en ero u s d o n a tio n s and 
a tten d an ce . T h e  F in an ce  C om m ittee  will be recom-

“THE S E E L E Y  HOME”

615 N orth  S ixth  S tree t 
T acom a, W ashington

R e flec tin g  th e  rare q u a lity  a n d  c ra ftsm a n sh ip  o f  
an  era past. O ver 6,000 sq u a re  fe e t o f  d is tin c tio n  
a n d  charm . G ra ce fu lly  a rch ed  d o o rs  w ith  lea d ed  
g la ss pan es, d e ta iled  g u m  w o o d  m o ld in g , h a rd ­
w o o d  f lo o r s .  d ra m a tic  h igh  ceilings a n d  a large 
m a s te r  b e d ro o m  su ite  are ju s t so m e  o f  th e  h ig h ­
lights o f this f iv e  bedroom plus N orth  E n d  Esla/e. 
W ith  d e ta ils  a n d  fea tu re s  to o  n u m e ro u s  to  
m e n tio n , th is  s ta te ly  h o m e  is lo ca te d  ju st one  
b lo c k  f r o m  th e  T a co m a  L a w n  a n d  T en n is C lub  
a n d  A n n ie  W righ t S em in a ry . F or an  exc lu s iv e  
sh o w in g , co n ta c t:

KENNETH J. NORBE
Elvin E. Evans C o., Inc.

206-752-6684

m en d in g  w h ich  local h e a lth  c h a r i tie s  sh o u ld  receive our 
do n a tio n s.

T h a n k  you all. Helen Whitney

On S a tu rd a y , J a n u a ry  23rd , a very  ra in y  n ig h t, over 
100 people g a th e red  a t th e  C h a rle s  W rig h t C om m ons in 
a n tic ip a tio n  of th e  au c tio n . M em b ers of th e  Auxiliary, 
th e ir  sp o u ses and  fr ien d s  w en t from  tab le  to table 
w ritin g  th e ir  b id s for ite m s  on  th e  s ile n t au c tio n . “Those 
d ah lia  b u lb s w ere  up  to $8.00 now' th e y  a re  $10.00.” 
“ G uess I ’ll bid $11.00.” “N ow  le t ’s see, I ’d like a q uart of 
h om em ade dill p ick les and  th en  th e r e ’s th e  w icker cat 
b ask e t and  th e  ch oco lates an d  — ”

T h e  oral a u c tio n  s ta r te d . O u r v o lu n te e r auctioneer 
w as Jim  K onek of F irc re s t, an  in su ra n c e  sa lesm an  w itha 
f la ir  for au c tio n ee rin g  an d  d es ire  to serve his 
c o m m u n ity . Som e of th e  item s w ere  a w eek  in  Ju ly  at a 
beach  hom e on M erit Is lan d , a p lan e  rid e  over th eM t. St. 
H elen 's  a rea , a p a ir  of live geese, a  H u sk ie ’s gold and 
p u rp le  to ilet se a t, th re e  m y ste ry  boxes, a G reek  or Italian 
d in n e r  for e ig h t, and  th e  lis t goes on.

T h e  ap p ro x im ate  a m o u n t ra ised  from  th e  oral and 
s ilen t a u c tio n s  w as $4,500—indeed a  success . Our 
“ th a n k  y o u ” to H elen W h itn ey , a u c tio n  chairm an, 
w hose  ex p ertise  and  lea d ersh ip  m ade it a ll w o rk  and our 
“ th a n k  you" to all m em bers w ho d o n a te d  item s.

M a ty  W hyte Lenard

STUDENT RECOGNITION
A pplica tions fo r th e  S tu d e n t R ecognition  A w ard will 

be availab le  in p rin c ip a l/co n fe ren c e  offices during 
F e b ru a ry  in all h igh  schools in P ierce  C ou n ty . Students 
m u st be g ra d u a tin g  sen io rs  w h o se  p a re n t o r  p a ren ts  are 
m em bers of th e  M edical Society  of P ierce  C ounty.

T h e  aw ard  is based  p rim a rily  on sc h o la rsh ip  bu t also 
includes lead ersh ip  and  se rv ice  to schools and the 
co m m u n ity . S tu d e n ts ' n am es a re  no t k n o w n  a t th e  time 
of se lection . A pp lica tions m u s t be re tu rn e d  by M a rch 26. 
If you have  any  q u e s tio n s  re g a rd in g  th e  Student 
R ecognition A w ard , p lease  call P h y llis  P ie rce , 584-9240.

PROJECT LIFE LINE NEEDS 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Project Life L ine, a v o lu n te e r p ro g ram  coordinated 
w ith  th e  co u n ty , C ity  of T aco m a an d  th e  Tacom a-Pierce 
C oun ty  H ealth  D e p a rtm en t, n eed s a v o lu n te e r  Volunteer 
C o o rd in a to r to im p lem en t a n d  m a in ta in  th e  program. 
P ro ject Life L ine h a s  been delveloped o u t of a need 
recognized by p ro fessio n a ls , c o m m u n ity  h e a lth  nurses, 
social w o rk ers , and  o u t-reach  w o rk e rs , v is itin g  in the 
h om es of re s id en ts .

T h e  p ro g ram ’s p u rp o se  is to  e n h a n c e  a n d  provide 
re in fo rcem en t fo r p ro fessio n al v is its , to  prov ide an  extra 
d im ension  of c a re  w h en  n o n -p ro fessio n al serv ices are



needed by a family, and to assis t individuals and families 
to independence w hen possible.

An exam ple of the  people to be served are:
1) individuals isolated from the com m unity, such  as 

the elderly, unw ed m others, handicapped and foreign 
born.

2) Individuals who need skill building, a ssistan ce  in 
hom em aking, m othering, socializing, groom ing and 
handicrafting .

3) Individuals who need services such as help w ith 
filling out form s, tran sporta tion  or escort service, and 
who need to feel useful and develop life goals.

T he V olunteer C oordinator's responsibilities include 
recru itm ent of volunteers to m ake home visits, 
o rientation  and train ing  of volunteers, receiving 
requests for service from professional staff, and acting 
as a liaison w ith the health  departm ent and o th er city 
and county  agencies w ith sim ilar needs. If you are 
in terested  or desire more inform ation, please call June 
R uth, R.N., C.H.N., health  departm ent, 593-4807.
MARCH GENERAL MEETING

T he M arch General M eeting will be held on Friday. 
M arch 19 a t the home of M rs. C harles V aught, Puyallup. 
Suzie Duffy, is the  chairm an. O ur guest speaker will be 
Diane S chaakof Money M atters, Bellevue. She will focus 
on financial planning for the 1980’s. T h is will be a 
luncheon m eeting.

MARCH BOARD MEETING
T he Board will meet on Monday. M arch 1 al 9:30 a.m. 

a t Allenmore, Building B. M ark your calendars now.
WHAT SOME MEMBERS HAVE BEEN DOING

On Jan u ary  12 Debby McAlexander. Helen W hitney, 
M arlene A rth u r, and Nikki Crowley joined the Madigan 
medical wives to a ltend  a stress workshop at the Ft.

Featuring 
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Homes

SWANSON—McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

American Federal Building 
Tacoma, Washington 98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

Property Management

Lewis O fficers’ Club. It w as p resen ted  by Dr. F le tch er of 
PLU. Ladies — we expect you will now be less stressed!

On Jan u a ry  16, th e  WSMA L eadership  C onference w as 
held a t the  Sea-Tac Regency H vatl. A uxiliary  rep re sen ­
tatives were: M arlene A rth u r, Gloria V irak, M arny 
W eber, C indy A nderson, Jo Roller and N ancy Spangler. 
T he O rgan Donor Program  w as presented  to ancilla ry  
medical personnel in order to expand the  level of 
inform ation to hospital em ergency room s and chaplins.

STATE NEWS . . .
T he 1981-82 S ta le  N om inating  C om m ittee, rh a ircd  by 

M arny Weber, has nom inated M ary R andolph (1981- 
1982 president) to a second term . C har Apgood, 
president-elect, had resigned because of h ea lth  reasons. 
M ary’s second term  will be for six m onths because of the 
change in A uxiliary 's business year.

M arv Whvie Lcnard

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o n t in u e d  fro m  p a g e  1 5

All 3-week health  exam ination  pa tien ts will co n tinue  
to be given the pam phlet, “D on’t Risk Your C hild 's Life!” 
(Physicians for A utom otive Safety, 50 Union Avenue, 
Irvington, New jersey  07111). An Am erican Academ y of 
Pediatrics brochure regarding in fan t car safety  will be 
handed by Ihe physician to the m other of each new born 
at the firsl hospital visit, and the m other appropria te ly  
advised regarding the use of a car seat a t the tim e of 
hospital discharge. A re-survey of car seat use a t the  3- 
week visit and a survey of car seal use al the  2-m onth 
visit will be carried out and la te r reported. A re-survey of 
car seat use a t the tim e of hospital d ischarge is planned. 
Sincerely,
David Sparling, M.D.

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an & T oynbee  can p ro v id e  you  
w ith  a fu ll range o f in su ra n ce  coverage  to  m eet 
a ll o f y o u r persona l and p ro fe s s io n a l nee d s  — 
pens ions , em p loyee  b e n e fits , life  and d is a b ility  
insu rance, p ro p e rty  and ca s u a lty  insu ra n ce .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  BRO KER S

705 S o u th  N in th , Ta co m a  W A  98405 I 627-7183

Bob S izer 
D oug  D yckm an 
J o hn  T oynbee  
W ayne T h ro nso n

M arge Jo hn so n , C PCU  
Jr. B. D enn is  S ch m id t, C LU  

P, K a th y  W a rd lo w  
B o b  C leave land



In accordance w ith  the  Bylaws o f the  M edical Society  o f  Pierce C o u n ty , C h ap te r Seven, Sec tio n  A , M EMBERSHIP, 
the follow ing physicians have applied for m em bership , and n o tice  o f th e ir  ap p lica tio n  is h e rew ith  p re sen ted . As outlined 
in the  Bylaws, any m em ber w ho has in fo rm atio n  o f  a d e ro g ato ry  n a tu re  concern ing  an  ap p lican t s m o ral o r ethical 
co n d u ct, m edical qualifica tions or o th er such requisites fo r m em bersh ip , shall assum e th e  resp o n sib ility  o f  conveying 
th a t  in fo rm atio n  to  the  C redentials C om m ittee or Board o f T rustees o f  th e  soc iety .

FIR ST N O TIC E

D on  R. R u s s e l l ,  D.O., P e d ia tr ic s .  Born 10 17 45, 
O skaloosa, Iowa; De? M oines College of O steopathic 
M edicine & Surgery , luw a, 19('7; in te rn sh ip  and 
residency. M adigan Army M edical C enter. 197iw9; 
W ashington S la te  license. 1978. Has applied for 
medical s ta ff m em bership at A llenm ore. Doctors. 
Good S am aritan , Lakewood G eneral, M ary Bridge 
C hild ren 's, Puget Sound. St. Joseph and Tacom a 
( lenernl hospitals. Dr. Russell is cu rren tly  practicing  
at 205 15th A venue S.W.. Puyallup. S p o n s o r e d  by: 
Drs. I Jan W iklund and JoH ann D uenhoelter.

SECOND N O TIC E

B arry  E. L on d o n ,  M.D., P e d ia t r ic s .  Born in 
M innesota, 6 '2f> '46; U niversity  of M innesota. 1972; 
in te rn sh ip . H ennepin County G eneral H ospital. 1972- 
7 residency, U niversity  of M innesota H ospitals. 
1^73-75; S ta te  of W ashington  license, 19-SI. Has 
applied for m edical staff m em bersh ip s! M arv Bridge 
C hild ren 's. St. Joseph and Tacom a G eneral hospitals. 
Ur. London is practicing  ai 2ft M Bridgeport Way W.. 
Tacom a.

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and U nion 
Suite B-1005 

Tacom a, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus ad jacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore  C om m un ity  H ospita l. C en tra lly  
located; freew ay access; am ple park ing . All 
inc lus ive  rental rates; su ite  co ns truc tion
allowances.

T h o m a s  I. K a u f m a n , M .D .,  E m e r g e n c y  
M e d ic in c . Born in  O hio. 12/8/51; U niversity of 
Colorado. 1977; in te rn sh ip  and residency, Valley 
M edical C en ter. F resno, Ca., 1977-80; State of 
W ashington  license, 1981. H as applied for medical 
s taff m em bersh ip  at S t. Joseph Hospital. Dr. 
K aufm an is p rac tic ing  a t S t. Joseph Hospital, 
T acom a.

M ich a e l J. R e g a la d o , M .D ., I n te r n a l M edicine.
Born in H onolulu, H aw aii, 2 /2 /53 ; Stanford 
U niversity  M edical School. 1978; in tern sh ip  and 
residency. U m versily  of W ash ing ton  H ospitals, 1978- 
81; S ta te  of W ashington  license. 1979. Has applied for 
m edical s ta ff  m em bersh ip  at A llenm ore, Doctors, 
Good S am a rita n . Lakewood G eneral, Si. Joseph and 
Tacom a G eneral h osp ita ls . Dr. Regalado is practicing 
at 5122 Olympic Dr. N.W ., S u ite  A-105. Gig Harlwr.

J .  P r z a s n y s k i ,  M . D . ,  I n t e r n a l
. Born in S t. Louis. Mo., 5/11/47;

of M issouri. 1973; in ternsh ip  and 
M adigan A rm y M edical C enter, 1973-79; 
:a sh ing ton  license. 1978. H as applied for 
aff m em bersh ip  at A llenm ore. Doctors, 
a ritan , I.akew ood G eneral, M ary Bridge 
, Puget Sound. S t. Joseph and  Tacoma 
■spiials. Dr. P rzasnysk i is practicing  at 314 
ree l. Tacom a.

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

■RADIO MCE OF 1ACOMA
#1 in radio

  paging. Your own personal beeper
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
H — ' N  SERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . _ c c r .
or both, 24 hours a day. O  ( ^ - ^ O u U

LIFELINE Emergency 
Response System. . . an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone

3 8 3 - 3 2 8 3



f  The United States 
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is currently accepting applications fo rth e  
fo llow ing  specialties:

General Surgery 
O rthopedic Surgery 

O torh ino laryngology 
Neurosurgery 

Rheumatology 
Ophthalm ology 

Anesthesiology 
Urology 

Ob/Gyn 
For fu rther inform ation call: 

Charles P lunkett or Tom Thornton 
at 442-1307, or visit them at 4518 

University Way NE, Suite 312, 
Seattle, WA 98105 

(ou t-o f-tow n — call collect)
Tour confidentia lity  is assured.

A  g r e a f  w a y  o t  l ife .

£ >

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION

for the New — 
or established 

practice
Do You Need?

* Practice C o o rd in a tio n
* Personnel T ra in ing
* O rgan iza tion  o f a New  O ffic e
* F inancial Records M anagem ent
* O n -g o in g  o r  S ho rt-te rm  

A dm in is tra tion

COMPREHENSIVE INDIVIDUALIZED 
SERVICE

D olores Lunstrum  

4109 B rid ge po rt W ay W est 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
206/564-5600

Classified and announcement copy may 
be mailed to: Grawin Publications, 1020 
Lloyd Building, 603 Stewart Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 minimum charge. 
C heck must accompany copy.

IM PRESSIVE BRICK ENGLISH TU D O R
fac ing  A n n ie  W rig h t S choo l and Tacom a 
Law n T e n n is  C lub . M inu tes  from  m ajor 
hosp ita ls  in Tacom a's  h is to ric  sem inary 
d is tr ic t. C om p le te ly  decora ted  and ele­
gant. Large co n te m po ra ry  k itchen  w ith  
b u ilt- in  app liances and generous use o f 
coppe r. Form al d in in g  room : 15 x 3 0  liv ing 
room  w ith  sandstone  firep lace . Three 
la rge  bedroom s on second flo o r and 
fo u rth  b ed ro o m -d o rm ito ry  on th ird  floor. 
K n o tty  p ine recrea tion -gam e  room  in 
basem ent w ith  w e t b a rand  com ple te  bath. 
Large  fenced yard w ith  detached b rick  
garage. Th is  hom e recen tly  fea tu red  on 
TV  to  exem p lify  the  charm  o f Tacom a's 
o ld e r hom es. P rice  $169,500. C on tac t Dr. 
Ron G a llu cc i at 564-1115 days o r 572- 
7634 evenings,

IDEAL fo r  new  la rge  p rac tice , 20,000 plus 
p o p u la tio n  on th ird  bus ies t h ighw ay in 
P ierce  C o u n ty . Fast g ro w in g  area. P ro fes­
s iona l B u ild in g . C all 863-9434 o r 863- 
SI 88.

Paul L. Chan, M.D.
wishes fo announce the opening of an 

office in Tacoma for the practice of

GENERAL SURGERY

1002 South K Sr. 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

Phone (206) 272-9752 

5122 Olympic Dr. N.W. 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
Phone (206) 851-5733

HALF T IM B E R E D  Eng lish  S ty le  res idence  
w ith  expansive  green  yard. S itua ted  on 
Tacom a's m ost handsom e stree t o f fine  
h is to ric  hom es. For a pp o in tm en t, ca ll 
G ary A lly n , 272-0657 /  752-3565, G o lden  
Age R ealty C om pany.

W A LN U T C O M TE M P O R A R Y  W A IT IN G  
RO O M  FU R N ITU R E . R e lo ca tio n  Sale, 7 
cha irs , love seat, tab le , th ree  years  o ld , 
e xce lle n t c o n d itio n . C a ll 627-9122.

O FFIC E  SPACE a va ilab le  a d ja ce n t to  St. 
Joseph 's  H osp ita l fo r  sub  lease S u p e rb  
v iew  o f M t. R a in ie r. 920 square  feet. P hone  
272-2261.



Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all M edical Society Members.

M em ber. A m erican  Collectors A ssociation 
M ed ical/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus ol A m erica

PS.C. is o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B Rossiter

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
Tacom a, WA. 98401

W O N D E R F U L  F A M IL Y  H O M E  in the  heart 
o f T a c o m a ’s d e s ire d  H is to r ic  D is tr ic t. 5 
b e d ro o m s , m u s ic  room , b u t le r ’s p a n try , 
m a rve lo u s  a ttic . $175,000. F o r a p p o in t­
m ent, ca ll G a ry  A lly n , 272-0657 /  752- 
3565, G o ld e n  A g e  R ea lty  C om p a n y .

W A N T E D  P E D IA T R IC A N , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u lt i-  
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t, 
E x c e lle n t co ve ra g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t y e a r g ua ra n te e  and 
inc e n tiv e s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  se rves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e r in a ta l re fe rra l cente r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C.V. o r  in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S k r in a r, M .D ., P u g e t S o u nd  
C lin ic , 3611 S o u th  “ D " S tre e t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8569  o r 206 -272-0486  a fte r  h ou rs .

A D O R A B LE  D U T C H  C o lo n ia l w ith  supe rb  
C o m m e n c e m e n t B a y  v iew . S120.000. For 
a p p o in tm e n t, ca ll G a ry  A lly n . 272-0657 /  
752-3565, G o ld e n  A g e  R ea lty  C om p a n y .

P H Y S IC IA N 'S  O F F IC E  SP A C E  ava ilab le  
in Ju ne . 1350 sq. ft., 5 exam  room s, 2 
c o n s u lt room s. N ex t to  St. Jo s e p h 's  
H o s p ita l. C a ll 272-9690.

J A C K S O N  H A LL M E D IC A L  C E N T E R .
S pace  a va ila b le  fo r  lease a c ross  fro m  
T a co m a  G e n e ra l H o sp ita l, D es ig n  and  
fin is h  to  y o u r  re q u ire m e n ts . V a ria b le  lease 
ra te  if d es ire d . C a ll 627-0031,

A LLE N M O R E  “B” B LD G . — M e d ica l 
o ff ic e  space  a va ila b le  fo r  sub-lease. 
E x c e lle n t p r ic e  fo r  f in is h e d  space  o f 477 or 
1 5 5 0  s q . f t .  C o n ta c t  P u lm o n a r y  
C o n s u lta n ts  N o rth w e s t (206) 572-5140.

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N TE R  — S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac., a ir, 
and s to ra g e  (nea r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C a ll 
752-6336 (M o n .— T h u rs .) T a co m a .

U N IV E R S IT Y  PLA C E P R O FE S S IO N A L  
S Q U A R E . For ren t o r  lease U n iv e rs ity  
P lace  area, 910 sq .ft. su ite , $ 48 0 /m o n th ; 
965 sq .ft., $ 4 5 0 /m o n th ; 1175 sq .ft. su ite , 
$ 5 6 5 /m o n th  C a ll 565-4444.

ID E A L  F A M IL Y  P R A C T IC E  A V A ILA B LE
The u n fo r tu n a te  d ea th  o f D r. J o h n  P e lle y  
has c re a te d  a v a c a n c y  in th is  th re e  ye a r 
o ld  e x c e p t io n a lly  p lu sh  M e d ic a l O ffic e . 
2200 sq. ft. 3 exam  ro om s , T re a tm e n t 
R o o m , X - ra y . P re s e n t ly  c o m p le te ly  
e q u ip p e d , h o w e ve r n o th in g  to  b u y  if n o t 
d e s ire d . O w n e r w ill a ss is t th e  in -c o m in g  
p h y s ic ia n  in a n y  w ay  d e s ire d  L o c a te d  
b e tw e e n  P a rk la n d  and  L a k e w o o d . Fo r 
d e ta ils  p lease  c a ll B o b  P a ilca  (o w n e r) at 
2 06 -531-9400  o r  a fte r  h o u rs , 206 -531- 
5524,

FO R  LEASE: N ew  p re s t ig io u s  p ro fe s ­
s io n a l c e n te r  in G ig  H a rb o r has  s p a c e  fo r 
fa m ily  p ra c t ic e  p h y s ic ia n . F irs t y e a r re n t 
c o n s id e ra t io n  to  h e lp  b u ild  p ra c tice . 
W illia m  R. K e llis  & C o., (206) 272-5183.

M O D E R N  O F F IC E  in  a n ew  m e d ica l 
b u ild in g , L ake w o od . T h re e  e x a m in in g  
ro om s fu l ly  fu rn is h e d  a n d  e q u ip p e d . Idea l 
fo r  G ene ra l P ra c tit io n e r  o r In te rn is t. 
Im m e d ia te  a v a ila b ility . P hone : 588-7875 
o r 588-9645,

FOR R E N T  all o r p a rt 2000 sq. ft. in 10th & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  p a rk in g . 
Idea l m e d ica l o ff ic e  lo c a tio n . C a ll 383- 
3207.

C O N T R A C T O R - O W N E R  S E L L IN G  
W E S T E N D  T A C O M A  E X E C U T IV E  
H O M E . P a n o ra m ic  M a rin e  V iew . F ive  
b e d ro o m s , th re e  fu ll b a th ro o m s , la rge  
s w im m in g  p oo l, la n d sca p e d , a u to m a tic  
sp r in k le rs , o th e r  n u m e ro u s  u n u su a l 
ex tras . N o m in a l d o w n  p aym e n t, low  
in te re s t c o n tra c t. F o r a p o in tm e n t c a ll 472- 
4437 days, 759-4857 e ven ings .

G R O U P  P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y -  
F A M IL Y  P R A C T IC E  A N D  O B /G Y N )—A
m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  p ra c t ic e  in Tacoma 
seeks  e m p lo y m e n t, w ith  partnership 
o p p o r tu n ity ,  o f  F a m ily  P ra c tice  and 
O B /G Y N  p h y s ic ia n s . E x c e lle n t benefits 
a nd  c o m p e n s a tio n  — gua ra n te e  and 
in c e n tiv e . F o r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll Robert 
W ils o n , M .D ., o r  D o n  R e d d in g to n  (206) 
627-9151 , o r  w r ite . P .O . B ox 5467, 
T a c o m a , W A  98405.

O F F IC E  S P A C E  im m e d ia te ly  available. 
R a p id ly  g ro w in g  Fe d e ra l W ay  area. Lease 
o r  p u rc h a s e . N ew  b u ild in g  —  s ix  Family 
P h y s ic ia n s .  G o o d  r e f e r r a l  base. 
206 /83 9 -20 3 0 .

S A IL B O A T . 27 ' s a ilb o a t by C & C. 7 sails, 
in b o a rd , lo a d e d  w ith  e q u ip m e n t including 
fu ll b o a t co v e r and  m o o ra g e  at Tacoma 
Y a c h t C lu b . N e il M c C o n a g h y , 752-9635.

A V A ILA B L E  —  M e d ic a l B u ild in g  close to 
T a c o m a  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l. N o rris , Beggs 
&  S im p s o n , a ttn : G re g  F a w ce tt, 383-3831.

H O M E  FO R  R E N T : 3 -b e d ro o m  Victorian 
in e x c lu s iv e  T a c o m a  N o rth  E nd neighbor­
h o o d ; m a rin e  v ie w  fro m  liv in g , dining, 
m a s te r b e d ro o m  a n d  u p s ta irs  d eck . Extra 
lo t  f o r  g a r d e n in g .  S w e d is h  fin ish  
h a rd w o o d  f lo o rs  in  l iv in g  and dining 
ro om s ; re m o d e le d  k itc h e n  incl. all 
a p p lia n c e s . $ 6 0 0 /m o . a v a ila b le  M arch 1. 
759 -4680  d a y /  272 -3 9 69  eve.

S P A C IO U S  H IL L T O P  H O M E  overlooking  
W o llo c h e t B ay. F o u r  b e d ro o m s , three 
ba th s , th re e  fire p la c e s , re c re a tio n  room, 
sa un a , s e c lu d e d  ac re , $136,500, 9W« 
a s s u m a b le  m o rtg a g e . C o n tra c t Leigh 
H u n t. (206) 851 -5248 .

E LE C TR O L Y S IS
H ele n e  B la ck , R E

3509 S. 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M e m be r: W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro ly s is  
Assn . a nd  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra ine d : K ree In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is , N.Y, and  W ils h ire  
B lvd . S ch o o l, Los A n g e le s



Even a famous movie star has to 
plan for the future. After all, healthy 
assets, peace of mind and tax relief are 
hard to come by these days.

Thank heavens for the trust 
officers at Puget Sound National Bank. 
They’re expert financial administrators. 
And you can trust them to keep on top

of your investments.
So if you’re looking for sound 

financial planning, take my advice. Call 
Doris Warner at (206) 593-3881.

A bank with a heart™can be your 
biggest asset.
PUGET SVUND NATIONAL BANK

r j -  ^  M EM H K R  i-.h I.e .
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PERM IT NO.60S

Ask your bookkeeper 
how things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Gel on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

| f | ! l  Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, Wenatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

® Registered M ark Blue Cross Association





Even a famous movie star has to 
plan for the future. After all, healthy 
assets, peace of mind and tax relief are 
hard to come by these days.

Thank heavens for the trust 
officers at Puget Sound National Bank. 
They’re expert financial administrators. 
A nd you can trust them  to keep on top

of your investments.
So if you’re looking for sound 

financial planning, take my advice. Call 
Doris Warner at (206) 593-3881.

A  bank with a heartT“ can be your 
biggest asset.
PUGET SVUND NATIONAL BANK

r-r MEMBER F.D.I.C.



5 P re s id e n t 's  P a g e  —  E th ic a l  
C o n s id e ra t io n s  o f C a rin g  fo r  th e  
In d ig e n t  

8 M e d ic a l-L e g a l G u id e lin e s  
E s ta b lis h e d

11 P h y s ic ia n  R e fe rra l S e rv ic e  P o lic y  
U p d a te d

12 Im p ro v e d  E M S  S e rv ic e s  G o a l o f  
M S P C  P ro je c t

16 M e m b e rs h ip  N o tic e s
17 C o rre s p o n d e n c e
18  A u x il ia ry  N e w s  
22  C la s s if ie d

C O V E R
T a c o m a  F ire  D e p a rtm e n t and  S h e p a rd  

A m b u la n c e  C o m p a n y  p e rs o n n e l d e m o n ­
s tra te  th e  u n iq u e  p u b lic /p riv a te  a s p e c t o f 
P ie rc e  C o u n ty ’s E M S s e rv ic e s . F o ra re v ie w  
o f  th e  M e d ic a l S o c ie ty 's  p ro je c t to  fu rth e r  
im p ro v e  E M S  s e rv ic e s  se e  p a g e  12. P h o to  
c o u r t e s y  o f  S te v e  P a lm e r ,  S h e p a r d  
A m b u la n c e .

S ta ff

E d i t o r ........................  D avid  S. H o p k in s , M .D .
M a n a g in g  E d i t o r  T h o m a s  J. C u rry
E d ito ria l

C o m m itte e  W . Ben B lack e tt, M .D .,
S tan ley  W . T u e ll, M .D .

198 2  O F F IC E R S

P res ident............................... Lloyd C. Elmer. M.D.
President-Elect.....................Robert E. Lane. M.D.
Vice P res id en t Bruce D. Buchanan. M.D.
Secretary-Treasurer . . .  Myra S. Vozenilek, M.D
Past President ............George A. Tanbara, M.D.
Executive Director ...................Thomas J. Curry

T R U S T E E S
Richard G. Bowe, M.D. (82)
Walter M. Arthur, M.D. (82)
Juan F. Cordova, M.D. (02)

Dale L  Hirz, M.D. (82)
Robert F. Kapelowitz, M.D. (83)

Gordon R. Klatt, M.D. (83)
Gilbert J. Roller, M.D. (83)

Nikki Crowley

Elected MS PC officers and trustees serve as delegates fo 
the WSMA House of Delegates.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR M E N

Budget and Finance...............Myra S Vozenilek, M D
Communications ................... Jacob J. Kornberg, M.D.
Credentials..................................... Donald H Mott. M D.
Editorial..................................... David S Hopkins. M D
Emergency Medical

Services Standards ..............D. Terry Kendrick, M D.
Ethics............................................. James F Early, M D.
Grievance.................................George A Tanbara. M D.
Professional Relations  William A McPhee. M D.
Interprofessional........................  Hermans Judd. M.D
Legislative........................._ James D Krueger, MD.
Library........................................ Juan F Cordova. M D.
Medical Education..................K. David McCowen, M D
Medical-Legal...............................W. Ben Blackett, M D
Medical Society-TACC Joint Health

Issues....................................William B Jackson, M D.
Program and Entertainment . Bruce D Buchanan. M D
Public Health/School Health  David Sparling. M 0
Senior Citizen..........................Edwin J. Fairbourn, M.D.
Sports Medicine.....................  Stanley A. Mueller, M D.
Tel-Med....................................... Anthony S Lazar. M D.
UHI Quality Assurance..................John M Kanda, M D.

A summary of Medical Society, and local medical and health news

NURSING HOME VISITATION POLICY REVISED
T he m uch discussed  v isita tion  policy of Tacom a L u th e ran  N ursing  

Hom e has been rev ised  to  provide for additional flexibility  and deletion  
of th e  “au to m atic” provision as previously proposed. The rev ised  policy 
w as rev iew ed  a t th e  F eb ru a ry  m eeting  of th e  M SPC Senior Citizens 
C om m ittee which expressed  its  ag reem en t w ith th e  policy as modified.

PHYSICIANS ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP
Tw enty-six provisional m em bers w ere e lected  to  m em bership  in the  

M edical Society of P ierce  County a t  th e  M arch B oard of T ru s tee s  
m eeting . The new M SPC m em bers are:

R o b e rt V. Hollison 
John  M. H au tala  
R o b ert W. O sborne, J r .  
Thom as K. Jones 
K enneth  C. J . S cherbarth , II  
C harles G. Hubbell 
Thom as I. Kaufm an 
Thom as A. H eller 
P e te r  K. M arsh 
N eedham  E. W ard 
Jam es E. Dunn 
David M. Brown 
M ichael J . R egalado

M arg are t K itazaw a 
G regory  E. A rn e tte  
A lan P. W hite 
Jam es D. B u tto rff 
F ra n k  A. Chapm an 
David B. Bork 
Hugh A. L arkin , J r .  
B arry  E. London 
E dw ard  J . P rzasnysk i 
Ray M. Nicola 
Chang J . Lee 
John  R. H arbour 
Richard E . W altm an

ASTHMA LECTURES PLANNED FOR APRIL
T he A m erican  L ung A ssociation of W ashington is sponsoring  tw o 

lec tu res  for a sthm atic  adu lts and p a ren ts  of a sthm atic  children. The 
lec tu res will be held on Monday, A pril 12 and M onday, A pril 19 a t 7:00 
p.m. a t  A llenm ore C om m unity H ospital, in th e  D octors' D ining Room 
(lower level).

WSMA NOMINATIONS SOUGHT
T he W ashington S ta te  M edical A ssociation has contacted  all county 

m edical societies seeking local nom inations for W SMA office. MSPC 
m em bers serv ing  as elected  W SMA officers and tru s te e s  in 1982 are: 
D rs. S tan  Tuell (speaker of th e  house); Ralph Johnson  (vice president); 
Dave H opkins (AMA delegate); and, Lloyd E lm er (WSMA trustee). 
Suggestions for possible nom inees to  W SMA office a re  encouraged. 
Physicians a re  urged  to  contact m em bers of th e  M SPC E xecutive  
C om m ittee or Board of T ru stees, c/o th e  M edical Society office.

MEDICAL DISCIPLINARY BOARD SEEKS PRO-TEM MEMBERS
T he S ta te  M edical D isciplinary Board has asked for M edical Society 

assistance  in identify ing  local physicians w illing to  se rv e  as pro-tem  
discip linary  board  m em bers to help speed up investiga tions and h ear­
ings and to provide peers — both geographically  and by specialty  — of 
physicians who come under board scrutiny. MSPC President Lloyd C. Elmer 
has written local specialty society presidents seeking nominations of 
members willing to serve in such a capacity.

/C ontinued on page 15)

Published monthly by th e  M ed ica l S o c ie ty  o f P ierce C o u n ty , 705 S ou th  9th . S u ite  203, Tacom a, W A 98405. T e lephone : (206) 572-3666 B u lk  Rate U S P os tage  pa id  at 
Tacom a. W a sh in g to n  The B U L L E T IN  is p u o lis h e d  in  th e  in te re s t o f m e d ic in e  and  a llie d  p ro fe ss io n s . The o p in io n s  h e re in  are those  o f the  in d iv id u a l c o n tr ib u to r  a nd  do 
no t nece ssa rily  re fle c t the o ff ic ia l p o s itio n  o f the S o c ie ty  un less so  s ta ted. A cce p ta n ce  o f  a d ve rtis ing  m no  w ay c o n s titu te s  p ro fe ss io n a l app ro va l o r  e n d o rse m e n t o l 
p ro d u c ts  o r serv ices  a dve rtised . A d ve rtis in g  rates m ay be secu red  fro m  G ra w in  P u b lica tio n s , 1020 L lo yd  B u ild in g , Seattle . W A 98101. A n n u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  rate lo r  
m em bers  o f th e  S o c ie ty  is $10.00, w h ich  is in c lu d e d  in  the  dues. N o n -m e m b e r su b s c r ip tio n , $15.00 pe r year S ing le  c o p y  $2.00
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS
National — State — Local

MONTHLY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS — PROFESSIONAL SEMINARS 

PROBLEM SOLVING — INTERCHANGE OF IDEAS — CERTIFICATION

FRIENDSHIP and FUN!

Annual Dues $55.00 

The One Employee Benefit You Can Give That Benefits You

Bavarian R estaurant 
204 N orth  “ K ”  S tree t 

6:30 Soup, Salad and S andw ich /7 :00  P rogram  
(2nd M onday o f each m on th )

April 12th May 10th June 14th

Kenton C. Bodily, M.D. George H. Krlck, M.D. Pierce County
P eriphera l V ascu la r R heum a to logy  Rape Relief
D isease and Surgery

PIERCE COUNTY CHAPTER
P.O. Box 5831 

Tacoma, Washington 98405
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Llovd C. E lm er. M.D.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
OF CARING FOR

"H u m a n m isery  m u s t som ew here have a stop: There  
is no w ind  th a t a lw ays blows a storm . ” — E uripedes

The black clouds on the  horizon forete ll w ith each new 
thundercloud  th e  economic m aelstrom  th rea te n in g  our 
country . Surely, as physicians we are  affected by the 
tu rbu lence  as i t  touches our p ractices and our personal 
goals and asp irations. How much m ore so m ust the 
im pact be for fam ilies and individuals subsis ting  in or 
n ea r pov erty  and for those  whose jobs a re  th rea te n e d  or 
have recen tly  been te rm inated .

As m ost economic indicators continue th e ir  dow nw ard 
d rif t we find th e  unem ploym ent ra te  over 12% in the  
S ta te  of W ashington and h igher than  th a t  in P ierce  
C ounty. We have th e  spec to r of an increasing  population 
of econom ically d isadvan taged  persons w ithout m edical 
insurance because of a change in s ta te  and national 
philosophical a tt i tu d e s  and s tr in g en t fiscal policies. Our 
local U rban  H ealth  In itia tiv e  com m unity clinics which 
care  for p a tie n ts  on a no fee or reduced  fee basis a re  a t 
th is m om ent figh ting  for th e ir  lives.

O rganized m edicine in th is county and s ta te  has voiced 
s tren u o u s objections in th e  p as t and will continue to 
object to  the  s ta te 's  concept th a t our leg itim ate  fees be 
rou tine ly  discounted  when serv ices a re  provided for 
M edicaid p a tien ts . Our overall success, how ever, w ith 
th e  D ep artm en t of Social and H ealth  Services has been 
lim ited. T he W ashington S ta te  M edical A ssociation has 
n eg o tia ted  m odera te  fee increases for physicians over 
th e  p a s t sev era l y ea rs  bu t th e  gap be tw een  reasonable,

THE INDIGENT

usual and custom ary  fees paid by DSHS and those  paid by 
th e  balance of our p a tien ts  is still chasm atic.

I t  is really  no w onder th a t physicians may tu rn  aw ay 
from DSHS program s when com pensation for serv ices 
barely  covers overhead expense. I t  is a burden difficult to 
bear, bu t b earab le  if we all ag ree  to sh a re  th e  load.

As of F e b ru a ry  1, 1982 of the  329 physicians on the 
Medical Society of P ie rce  County physician re fe rra l list, 
only 193 w ere accepting  p a tien ts  w ithou t re stric tio n . 
The sev e rity  of the  problem  becom es m ore ap p aren t 
when one considers th a t of the  193, th e re  a re  only 38 
prim ary  care physicians who are  accep ting  M edicaid or 
low/no fee p a tien ts . The M edical Society office handles 
an av erag e  of 30 re fe rra l calls a day and tw o-th irds of th e  
people req u estin g  a physician a re  e ith e r M edicaid or 
low/no fee p a tien ts .

The Jud ic ia l Council of the  W ashington S ta te  M edical 
Association has ruled th a t it is a violation of eth ical 
practice  to choose not to t r e a t  “a class of p a tien ts" , and 
th a t M edicaid p a tien ts  so qualify as a class. The good 
physician could never de libera te ly  choose not to  apply 
his skill and know ledge to  help an ill or in ju red  p a tie n t 
because of inability  to pay. T herefo re , th e re  should be 
s tro n g  sen tim en t of approval in the  m edical com m unity 
for the  Board of T ru stee s 'ad o p tio n  of a physician re fe rra l 
policy* th a t  is fair and evenhanded  and encourages all 
physicians to tak e  th e ir  fa ir share  of ind igen t p a tien ts .

L C E

*The re ferra l po licy  approved  by the B oard o f T ru stee s  
a t i ts  M arch  2, 1982 m ee tin g  is p re se n ted  on page 11.
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NOW MORE THAN E V ER ...........
WHEN IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

You can enhance your practice, keep your payroll 
at a minimum and hire the best em ployee available.

Y o u r M edical Society  P lacem en t Service specializes in p e rso n n e l p lacem en t.

W e adv ise, consu lt, sc reen  test, check  re fe ren ces, advertise  for you  a n d  hav e  th e  latest statistics 
on  salary  ran g es an d  benefit pack ag es in P ierce C ou n ty .

W e help  you avoid  legal difficulties by hav ing  available th e  inform ation you n e ed  to know

W e will personally  visit your practice to  assess the  individual n e ed s  of your office 
an d  p rov ide  you with the  best m atch .

W e’re effective, ethical, and  responsive . C ontro lled  by a physician  B oard  of D irectors.

Call us if you are:
S eek ing  new  staff 

Ju s t starting practice 
C h an g in g  or starting new  office system s 

N eed  a salary survey  a n d  benefit package  
N eed  a pack ag e  on  discrim ination w arnings 

N eed  advice on  perso n n el prob lem s

W e place any kind of m edical office/clinic staff.
If we d o n ’t h av e  a qualified app lican t in o u r files, w e’ll find you one!

R N ’s . . . M edical S ecretaries . . . L abora to ry  T ech 's  . . . L PN ’s . . . M E D /R E C /B K K P ’s . . . 
Physical T herap ists . . . T ranscrip tionists . . . N P’s . . . P A ’s . . . O rth o  T ech ’s . . .

regard ing  discrim ination an d  fair em p lo y m en t practices.

Qualified help turn to us first.

Sponsored by physicians. Controlled by a physician Board of 
Directors. Ethical. Effective. Responsive to your needs.

MEDICAL-DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 South 9th, Suite 203 
Tacoma, W A 98405 
572-3709

March 1982 7



MEDICAL ■ LEGAL GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED 
TO AID LOCAL PHYSICIANS AND LAWYERS

G u id e lin es to  a s s is t  p h y sic ian s and law y e rs  in m a t te r s  
of jo in t co ncern  h av e  b een  a p p ro v ed  by th e  M edical 
S o c ie ty  of P ie rc e  C o u n ty  and  P ie rce  C oun ty  B ar A sso ­
cia tion . T h e  g u id e lin es r e su lt  from  d e lib e ra tio n s  of th e  
o rg a n iz a tio n s’ jo in t M edical-L egal C o m m ittee .

T h e  b e n e fit and  need  for b ro a d e s t possib le  d isse m in a ­
tion  of th e  gu id e lin es w as d iscussed  a t  th e  J a n u a ry  
M edical-L egal sym posium  and th ey  a re  p ro d u ced  in th is  
issu e  of th e  B u lle tin  fo r th e  b en efit of M SPC  m em b ers .

T h e  M edical-L egal C o m m ittee  w as e s tab lish e d  to  p ro ­
v ide com m unica tion  b e tw een  p h ysic ians and law y ers  on 
m edical-legal issu es, issue m edical-legal opin ions, and 
m ed ia te  d isp u te s  upon w r i t te n  re q u e s t.  T he physic ian  
ch airm an  of th e  co m m ittee  is D r. W . B en B lack e tt. O th e r 
p h ysic ians se rv in g  on th e  co m m ittee  a re  D rs. B ruce 
B uchanan, Dick H uish , Ja m e s  K enny , and S ta n  Tuell.

GUIDELINES
A. FOR PHYSICIANS

1. A vailability

P a tie n ts  have a lega l r ig h t to  c o u rt p ro c ed u re s  and 
a tto rn e y  re p re se n ta tio n  in reso lv in g  d isp u tes . In  
in s tan ces  w h e re  m edical in fo rm ation  is n ece ssa ry  to  
th e  fa ir re so lu tio n  of a d isp u te , th e  physic ian  should  
m ake h im self availab le  for a tto rn e y  conferences, 
d ep ositions, o r c o u rt te s tim o n y  a t reaso n ab le  tim es  
and w ith  reaso n ab le  notice.

2. N ature of T estim ony

A p h ysic ian ’s ro le  is as an in d ep e n d en t e x p e r t  
w itn ess. W hile his te s tim o n y  m ay be m ore  helpful or 
harm ful for one side , he should  no t be an ad v o ca te . H e 
should  s ta te  th e  tru th  as he sees it.

3. F ees

a. A physic ian  should ch arg e  a reaso n ab le  fee for his 
tim e which m ay be calcu la ted  upon a tim e  basis o r as a 
flat ra te .
b. S tand-by  ch arg es m ay be m ade for tim e  re se rv e d  
b u t should  no t be m ade if th e  re se rv e d  tim e is can­
celled on th re e  full w ork ing  d ay s’ notice by th e  
a tto rn e y  re se rv in g  tim e or if th e  re se rv e d  tim e w as 
actually  u tilized  for ch arg eab le  m edical se rv ices.
c. A physic ian  should  fu rn ish  to  th e  a tto rn e y  upon 
re q u e s t,  his usual tim e basis fee o r flat r a te  charge .

B. FOR ATTORNEYS
1. N otice  to PhysicanB

P hysic ians should  be given a t  lea s t 30 d a y s ’ notice  of 
the  need for tria l tes tim o n y , 15 d a y s’ notice for dep o si­
tion, and 7 or m ore d ay s’ notice for office co n feren ces.

E v e ry  e f fo r t  sh o u ld  be  m ad e  to  sch ed u le  te s tim o n y  so 
as to  in te r f e re  as l i t t le  as poss ib le  w ith  th e  p h y sic ian 's  
sch ed u led  tim e.

P ie rce  C o u n ty  Local C o u rt R u le  No. 45 re q u ire s  th e  
issu an ce  of a su b p o e n a  to  physic ian :

“W h ere  an  e x p e r t  w itn e ss  w ill, w ith  re a so n a b le  p ro b ­
ab ility , be called  as a  w itn ess  a t  th e  tr ia l  of an y  case, 
th e  p a r ty  p lan n in g  to  call such  w itn e s s  sh a ll cau se  a 
su b p o en a  to  be  issu ed  an d  se rv e d  upon such  w itn ess  
no t la te r  th a n  th i r ty  (30) d ay s su b s e q u e n t to  th e  d a te  
th e  case  is a ss ig n ed  for t r ia l  or, in case  such  a w itn ess  
becom es a n e ce ssa ry  w itn ess  in th e  t r ia l  of sa id  case  
su b seq u e n t to  th e  d a te  of a ss ig n m e n t for t r ia l ,  n o t less 
th an  tw e n ty  (20) d ay s p rio r  to  th e  t r ia l  d a te . A co n tin ­
uance  m ay  be den ied  should  such  a w itn ess  be  u n av a il­
ab le  fo r t r ia l  un less  a su b p o e n a  has b een  issu e d  and 
se rv e d  w ith in  th e  tim e  ab ove  sp ec ified . F o r  th e  p u r ­
pose of th is  R ule, se rv ice  of a su b p o en a  m ay  be m ade 
by m ail.

T h is R ule  m ay be e n d o rsed  upon an y  su b p eo n a  
issu ed .”

2. P aym ent of physician's fees

P hy sic ian  ch arg e s  for m ed ical re p o r ts ,  con feren ces, 
depo sitio n s, and  tr ia l  te s tim o n y  a r ra n g e d  fo r by an 
a tto rn e y  fo r his c lien t a re  p ay ab le  by th e  a tto rn e y  to  
th e  p h y sic ian  w ith in  30 d ay s a f te r  b illing  fo r se rv ice s  
r e n d e re d  and th e se  c h arg e s  do no t a w a it  final re so lu ­
tion  of th e  case.

3. P aym en t of client's m edical bills

A tto rn e y s  should  no t ad v ise  c lien ts  to  w ith h o ld  p a y ­
m en t of m edical bills p e n d in g  conclusion  of a  law su it. 
T he p h y sic ian ’s bills a re  no t c o n tin g e n t upon th e  su c ­
cess of litig a tio n  and  a re  p ay ab le  w hen  b illed . I f  funds 
a re  sim ply  no t av a ilab le , th e  p h ysic ian  shou ld  be so 
notified .

C. HANDLING DISPUTES, ISSUING OPINIONS  
AND MEDIATION

I t  is hoped th a t  th e  above re co m m e n d a tio n s  w ill p re ­
v e n t p ro b lem s, b u t  th e  fo llow ing m ech an ism  is su g ­
g e sted  for th e  re so lu tio n  of any  a t to rn e y  - ph y sic ian  
conflicts w hich do a rise .

1. P h y sic ian  su b m its  opinion r e q u e s t  to  m ed ical c h a ir­
m an. M edical ch a irm an  re v ie w s  r e q u e s t  and  sen d s  
re q u e s t  to  lega l ch a irm an  w ith  h is op in ion. L eg a l 
ch a irm an  re sp o n d s .

2. L aw y er su b m its  opinion r e q u e s t  to  leg a l ch a irm an . 
L eg a l ch a irm an  re v ie w s  r e q u e s t  an d  se n d s  r e q u e s t  to
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m edical chairm an w ith  his opinion. M edical chairm an 
responds.

3. If  bo th  m edical and legal chairm en ag ree , opinion 
given to person  req u estin g  th e  sam e w ith copy to  all 
m em bers of th e  com m ittee.

4. I f  m edical and legal chairm en  do no t a g ree , problem  
su b m itted  to  m em bers of m edical-legal com m ittee  for 
fu r th e r  consideration .

5. M ajo rity  and m inority  opinion issued a f te r  consid­
e ration  by com m ittee.

6. If m ediation  dem anded, th en  m edical chairm an 
se lec ts tw o m edical m em bers of th e  com m ittee  and 
legal chairm an se lec ts tw o legal m em bers of th e  com­
m ittee  and obtain  an ag reed  da te , tim e and place to 
m ediate  d ispu te. A m em orandum  to g e th e r w ith affi­
dav its and e xhib its shall be p resen ted  to th e  chairm en 
by each p a r ty  to  the  d ispu te  and copies shall be 
d issem inated  to  th e  m em bers of the  m ediation board 
one m onth p rio r to the  m ediation date.

D. MEETINGS
T h ere  shall be a t least one annual m eeting  open to all 
m em bers of th e  com m ittee. T he da te , tim e and place 
of said m eeting  shall be d e term ined  by the  chairm en. 
All com m ittee  m em bers will be given a t least two 
w eeks' notice of th e  m eeting.

Special m eetings of th e  com m ittee m ay be had upon 
ag reem en t by th e  chairm en with tw o w eeks’ notice to 
the  com m ittee m em bers of th e  da te , tim e, place, and 
reason  for th e  m eeting .

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ic a l and A lle rg y  L a b o ra to ry
•  A lle rg e n s  and V acc ines
•  P riva te & N u rs ing  H om e C a lls  

Tw o  addresses to  Serve You

•  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R O F E S S IO N A L  S Q U A R E  
2603 B rid g e p o rt W ay W est
Tacom a. Wash 98466 
Phone (206) 564-1565

•  T O R Q U A Y  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R  
34616 11th P lace So
Federal Way, W ash. 98003 
Phone (206) 927-7655

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and Union 
Suite B-1005 

Tacoma, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre campus adjacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore C om m unity  Hospital. C entra lly 
located; freeway access; ample parking. All 
inclusive rental rates; suite construction  
allowances.

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

B RMMOmSE OF TACOMA
---------------------------------  . . .  #1 in radio

paging. Your own personal beeper 
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose. 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
H — ' N  SERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . 7 0  _  _  _
or both, 24 hours a day. O  (  ̂ “ ^ O O O

LIFELINE Emergency
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, O Q O  o n o o  
24 hours a day. 0 0 0 “ O ^ 0 0
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51st Annual Tacoma Surgical Club Meeting
April 24, 1982 - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Tacoma General Medical Center Auditorium  
314 South ‘K’ Street, Tacoma

S A T U R D A Y , A pril 24

8:30 WELCOME

8:35 BRAIN ABSCESS

8:55 COMBINED TREATMENT OF 
DIFFICULT BASAL CELL 
CARCINOMAS OF THE FACE

9:20 BENIGN TESTES TUMORS

9:30 CRYPTORCHIDISM —
Update & Overview

10:00 NEWER ANTIBIOTICS and/or 
PROPHYLACTIC USE OF 
ANTIBIOTICS IN SURGERY

10:30 Break

10:45 PROSTATITIS - Princip les of 
A n tib io tic  D iffusion  & Host 
Defense Mechanisms

11:45 Discussion

F R ID A Y  E V E N IN G , A P R IL  23 -  T A C O M A  C O U N T R Y  CLU B

6:30 SOCIAL HOUR

7:30 DINNER — Guest Lecture: URINARY INCONTINENCE IN THE FEMALE 
Thomas A. Stamey, M.D.
Chairman, D ivision of Urology 
Stanford University, School o f Medicine

(For Surgical Club Members & Invited Guests Only)

S A TU R D A Y  E V E N IN G , A P R IL  24 —  T A C O M A  C O U N T R Y  CLU B

6:30 SOCIAL HOUR

7:30 DINNER — Guest Lecture: NAEGLERIA FOWLERI “ The Key to A ncient Treasures"
Thomas A. Stamey, M.D.

(For Surgical Club Members & Invited Guests Only)

Program Coordinator: Herbert C. Kennedy, M.D.
President, Tacoma Surgical Club

CREDITS: Category 1 — 6 hours — AMA
As an organization accredited for continu ing medical education the College of Medical Education, Inc., ce rtifies  that th is  o ffe ring  meets the c rite ria  for six credil 
hours in Category 1 for the Physicians Recognition Award of the American Medical Associa tion and for the re licensure requirem ents o f the Board of Medical 
Examiners of the State of W ashington.

AAFP
Accredited by the Am erican Academy of Family Physicians for six hours — Category 1 (Prescribed).

Stevens Dimant, M.D.

Sidney F. W haley, M.D. 
Thomas J. Irish, M.D.

LTC W illiam  D. Belville, M.D.

COL Martin L. Dresner, M.D. 
F.A.C.S.

Alan D. Tice, M.D.

Thomas A. Stamey, M.D.

12:00 Lunch  — Bavarian

1:30 INTRA ABDOM INAL INFECTIONS 
Has the prognosis im proved?

2:15 CANCER OF THE PROSTATE

3:15 Break

3:30 PRIMARY ADENOCARCINOMA OF 
OF THE ESOPHAGUS

3:45 CONSERVATIVE SURGERY FOR 
BREAST CANCER: National 
Surgical Adjuvant Breast Project

4:00 SUNCHROMOUS
GASTROINTESTINAL MALIGNANCIES

4:15 PRIMARY GASTROINTESTINAL 
LYMPHOMA

4:30 Adjourn

Samuel E. W ilson, M.D., 
F.A.C.S.

Thomas A. Stamey, M.D.

MAJ Henry J. Z ilensk i, M.D. 

CPT W illiam  L. Weaver, M.D.

CPT Richard M. Dearman, M.D. 

CPT Bruce A. Snyder, M.D.

REGISTRATION

No Fee: C o m p lim e n ts  o f th e  T a c o m a  S u rg ic a l C lu b .
All w ho plan to  a tten d  are asked to  respond.

P lease fill ou t and return .

S eparate  reservatio ns  by all w ish ing  to  a tten d  socia l occasions  
are required before  A pril 20, 1982.
M e m b e rs h ip  d u e s  in c lu d e  d in n e r  fo r  th e  m e m b e r o n ly .
The  d in n e r  c h a rg e  fo r  y o u r  s p o u s e  o r g u e s t and  n o n -m e m b e rs  
w ill be b il le d .

ALL WHO PLAN TO ATTEND ARE ASKED TO RESPOND 
PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN

-  I w ill be attending the dinner Friday evening, A pril 20. Please make reservations 
fo r --------------------------- In addition to m yself.

□  I w ill be attending the educational session on Saturday, A pril 20, 1982.

□  I w ill be attending the dinner Saturday evening, A pril 20. Please make reservations 
fo r ------------------------- . In addition to  m yself.

I understand that I w ill be b illed fo r guests at the address lis ted  below:

Please d ire c t a ll co rre sp o n d e n ce , in q u irie s , and re g is tra tio n s  to : ________
M a x in e  B a ile y , E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  Name
C o lle g e  o f M e d ic a l E d u c a t io n , Inc . (coord ina ting  agency)

705 South 9th, No. 203, Tacom a, W ashington 98405
Phone: 627-7137 ---------------

Address

The College o l Medical Education does not discriminate anainst those o»riirina tinn in t .yams I inose participating in any o l Us activities regardless o l sex, race, creed or religious sect.

1 c
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Approved At March Board Meeting

PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE POLICY UPDATED

T he M SPC B oard of T ru s tee s , a t  its  M arch 2 m eeting, 
approved  th e  follow ing rev ised  policy for th e  M edical 
S ociety’s Physic ian  R eferra l Service. The B oard’s action 
w as tak en  in response  to a need to  upd a te  th e  policy and 
to  re flec t th e  concerns of th e  M edical Society re la tiv e  to 
p rovision of serv ices for all seg m en ts of th e  com m unity 
(see P re s id e n t’s Page , page 5).

A pproxim ately  tw o-th irds of th e  average  of 30 calls 
p e r day received  by th e  serv ice  a re  from  M edicaid or 
low ered or no fee p a tien ts . A pproxim ately  7,800 in­
qu iries w ere  handled by th e  re fe rra l serv ice  in 1981. 
— The E ditor.

1. P ro sp ec tiv e  p a tie n ts  calling th e  M edical Society ’s 
Physician  R eferra l Service will be provided w ith  the 
nam es and telephone  num bers of m em bers who have 
ag reed  to  accept p a tie n ts  in to  th e ir  p ractice  w ithou t 
re s tr ic tio n  as to  type  of insurance or ab ility  to  pay.

2. M em bers of th e  M edical Society req u estin g  inclu­
sion in th e  re fe rra l  lis ting  will be categorized  by specialty , 
then  by geographical area .

2.A. M em bers will be categorized  by specia lty  as 
req u ested  by th e  m em ber for h is/her listing  in the

“D irecto ry  F o r P ierce  County P hysic ians And 
S u rg eo n s.”

3. A ctive and prov isionary  m em bers m ay elect to be 
included in the  lis ting  for possible re fe rra ls .

4. Upon recom m endation  of the  E th ics or G rievance 
C om m ittees, th e  M edical Society of P ierce  County Board 
of T ru s tee s  or E xecu tive  C om m ittee m ay d e te rm in e  th a t  
a req u estin g  physician will not be included in the  re fe rra l 
listing.

4-A. U nder certa in  c ircum stances, th e  E xecu tive  
D irecto r a t  his d iscretion  m ay tem p o rarily  rem ove a 
m em ber’s nam e from th e  re fe rra l list, provided a 
final d e te rm in a tio n  of th e  m em ber’s lis ting  s ta tu s  is 
m ade by th e  E th ics or G rievance C om m ittee 
w ithin 30 days.

5. The re fe rra l list shall be continually updated  and 
form ally rev iew ed  annually, co n cu rren t w ith th e  annual 
su rv ey  of th e  m em bersh ip  for inclusion in th e  “D irecto ry  
F or P ierce  County Physic ians And Surgeons."

6. A t no tim e shall a m em ber be prom oted or endorsed , 
or be im plied as such, to  a caller. The nam es and 
telephone num bers of a t least th ree  m em bers shall be 
provided to  each person calling the  M edical Society  for 
th e  re fe rra l service.

COMBINING 
QUALITY HOMES 

AND SOUND 
INVESTMENTS

ALL-EM
R E A L  T O R

HAROLD ALLEN COMPANY
TACOMA 206-582-6111

DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGY 
GROUP

Kadlec H osp ita l, located in Southeastern 
W ash ing ton, has an im m edia te  need fo r an 
e n thus ias tic  group w ith  com prehensive  
q u a lif ic a tio n s  to  inc lude  CT, spec ia l 
procedures and u ltrasound.

Phase I o f a 10-year g row th  plan inc ludes  a 
m odern, fu lly  equ ipped rad io logy depart­
m ent by th is  Fall. As a 136-bed regional 
m edical center, Kadlec has a h igh ly  sub­
specia lized M edical S ta ff.

CONTACT:
Radiology Search Committee 

Kadlec Hospital 
Attention: Jon Davis
888 S w ift Boulevard 
R ich land, W A 99352

(509) 946-4611, ext. 300
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EMS Medical Control Project

IMPROVED EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  
GOAL OF MEDICAL SOCIETY PROJECT

Im p ro v ed  em e rg en c y  medical se rv ice s  availab le  to  all 
P ie rce  C ounty  re s id e n t s  is the  goal of a jo in t  p ro jec t  
spon so red  by th e  Medical Society,  en d o rsed  by the  
P ie rce  C oun ty  E M S Council,  and funded  by th e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  of Social and  H e a l th  Services,  E M S division. Th is  
p a r tn e r sh ip  of t h e  p r iv a te  m edical com m unity  and  a local 
public  agency  is w o rk in g  to sh ap e  a p reh o sp i ta l  care  
sy s te m  c o n s is ten t  w i th  a p p ro p r ia te  medical protocols  
and  re spons ive  to com m unity  needs.

“Our goal is a coordina ted ,  ra tional  E M S sy s te m  to 
benefi t  all and offering  op t im um  access to medically 
sound p reh o sp i ta l  care ,” says Dr. T e r ry  K endrick ,  the  
p ro jec t  d i rec to r .  Phys ic ians  a re  w ork ing  w ith  ad m in is ­
t r a to r s ,  advan ced  life su p p o r t  (ALS) prov iders ,  and 
o th e rs  to im prove  th e  EMS Sys tem .

“Pie rce  C oun ty  does not have a county-wide sy s ­
tem atic  and efficient em ergency  medical se rv ices  sy s ­
tem. S erv ices  over lap  and a re  often  duplica ted .  T h e re  is 
f requent ly  poor in te rface  of public and p r iv a te  sys tem  
com ponents ,"  o b se rv es  Mr. David Vance, the  p ro jec t 's  
ad m in is t ra to r .  A s an exam ple ,  Vance cites th e  fact th a t  
P ie rce  C ounty  has m ore  pa ram ed ics  pe r  capita  th an  any 
o th e r  county  in the  s t a te  while,  a t  the  sam e  time, people

WHAT SERVICES CAN 
PARAMEDICS PERFORM?

In addition to Basic Life S u p p o r t  techn iques  
such as bandag ing  and splinting, pa ram edics  a re  
capable  of pe rform ing:

*Endo-tracheal  in tuba tion .
*Cardiac  m o n ito r in g /d y s rh y th m ia  recognition.
*Medication adm in is t ra t ion .
* In t rav e n o u s  th e ra p y .
*Defibril lation.
*M A ST application.

Pa ra m e d ic s  pe rfo rm in g  A dvanced  Life S u p p o r t  
p ro ced u re s  m u s t  be u n d e r  th e  control of a physi­
cian e i th e r  by d irec t  radio  or phone con tact  or 
th ro u g h  prev ious ly  ap p ro v ed  s ta n d in g  o rders .

N O TE: Provision  of these  serv ices  should not 
unduly  delay con tac t  w ith  th e  hospital  em ergency  
d e p a r tm e n t .  I t  is the re spons ib i l i ty  o f  those a t  the  
scene o f  an  e m e r g e n c y  response  to contact  the  
e m e r g e n c y  d e p a r tm e n t  a t  the earl iest  possible  
t im e  following initial con tac t  w ith  the  patient(s).

in som e sec tions  of t h e  c oun ty  m u s t  w a i t  as long  as  30 
m in u te s  for an A L S  un i t  to re sp o n d  in an  em erg en cy .

A s th e  e m p h as is  on EM S has in c reased  in th e  last  
decade, so has a g ro w in g  a w a r e n e s s  of th e  need  to 
combine the  e x is t in g  c o m p o n e n ts  in to  a functional  and 
re spons ive  E M S  d e l iv e ry  sy s te m .

Medical c on tro l  is t h e  c e n t r a l  e le m e n t  in th e  p rogram .  
Phys ic ians  a re  c ra f t in g  a f r a m e w o rk  t h a t  will  define 
precise ly  th e  role of p a ram ed ic s  in p ro v id in g  em erg en cy  
medical se rv ices ,  no tes  K endrick ,  who also s e rv e s  as 
cha irm an  of the  Medical S o c ie ty ’s E m e rg e n c y  Medical 
S t a n d a rd s  C o m m it te e  and  is t h e  P ie rce  C o u n ty  advanced  
life s u p p o r t  d i rec to r  w i th  cer t i f ica t ion  a u th o r i t y  over  all 
p a ram ed ic s  o p e ra t in g  in the  county .  E ach  A L S  p ro v id er  
has a physic ian  m edical a d v iso r  who s e rv e s  on th e  M edi­
cal S o c ie ty ’s E M S C o m m it tee .

Medical Society  p lann ing  for th e  Medical  Control 
P ro je c t  began  in 1980. F o rm a l  app licat ion  for s t a te  
funding was m ade  by the  P ie rce  C o un ty  E M S  Council  in 
ear ly  1981 and  a one y e a r  g r a n t  w as  a w a rd e d  effective 
October  1. Vance jo ined th e  M edical  Soc ie ty  s t a f f  la te  in 
O c tober  and is a ss i s ted  hy a full-time s e c re t a r y .  H e  p re ­
viously  s e r v e d  as  e m e r g e n c y  m ed ic in e  p ro g ra m s  
m a n a g e r  for th e  M e th o d is t  H o sp ita l  of Ind iana  in 
Indianapolis .  He had e a r l ie r  w o rk e d  as a p a ram ed ic  in 
Tacoma.

S ta te  funding of $54,000 has been  p ro v id ed  to  t h e  one 
y e a r  pro jec t.  In the  council’s app licat ion  for fund ing  it 
was noted t h a t  well over  $200,000 w o r th  of physician 
t im e is c o n tr ib u ted  annually  to p ro v id in g  ru d im e n ta ry  
medical control and im prov ing  the  sy s te m  locally.

‘W ash ing ton  S t a te  law p ro v id es  t h a t  p a ram ed ics  
m u s t  function u n d e r  physic ian  control.  No one e lse  can do 
it. I t  s up to us," s t a te s  K endrick .  T hose  involved in the 
p ro jec t  ag ree  t h a t  the  m ost  im p o r ta n t  c o m p o n en t  for 
effective  p rehosp i ta l  care  is m edical  contro l .  Effec tive  
control includes p ro sp ec t iv e  con tro l  ( t ra in ing,  ex am in a ­
tion and certif ication  of pa ram ed ic s ,  and  fo rm ula t ion  of 
protocols and s ta n d in g  orders) ,  im m e d ia te  con tro l  (on­
line and off-line physic ian  involvem ent) ,  an d  r e t ro s p e c ­
tive control (run rev iew , au d i t s  and  t r a c e r  s tudies) ,  he 
adds.

P ie rce  County  has  th e  po ten t ia l  of beco m in g  a .model 
E M S de live ry  s y s te m ,” concludes K endr ick .  “T h e r e  a re  
no o th e r  E M S p ro jec ts  in W a s h in g to n  S t a te ,  a n d  ve ry  
few in the  country ,  t h a t  have  th e  unified s u p p o r t  of th e  
p r iv a te  sector,  municipal agencies ,  fire  se rv ice ,  t h e  local 

council, county/c ity  g o v e r n m e n t  and  th e  medical 
society. Each  of th e se  e n t i t ie s  has  m a d e  a  c o m m i tm e n t  to 
t̂ r JVel0pment and im p le m e n ta t io n  of th e  b e s t  possible  
EMS de live ry  sy s te m  for P ie rce  C o u n ty .”
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EMS IN PIERCE COUNTY: 
A BRIEF HISTORY

Pierce  County has a unique Em ergency  Medical S e r ­
vices ne tw ork .  Historically, p r ivate  ambulance services 
have provided nearly 100 pe rcen t  of all EMS pa tien t  
t ranspor ts .  “This netw ork  has developed through 
cooperation b e tw een  the  p r ivate  and public sec tors  and is 
responsible for many excellent components of the  “ non­
sy s tem ” of Em ergency  Medical Services within P ierce  
County,"  s ta te s  Medical Control P ro jec t  A dm in is tra to r  
David Vance.

Basic Life Suppor t  (BLS) t ran sp o r t  serv ice  was ini­
t ia ted  in the  1920’s. A combination taxi/ambulance 
service was developed and se rved  th e  citizens of Tacoma 
for many years.  During the  40’s, 50’s and 60’s o th e r  BLS 
ambulance services developed and expanded into s e r ­
vicing la rge r  portions of Pierce County.

The advent  of pre-hospital medical  care  techniques 
developed in the  Vietnam W ar and the  re su l tan t  pool of 
form er military medics led to the  developm ent of 
Advance Life Support  (ALS) care for P ierce  County. The 
firs t group of ALS technicians (paramedics) worked in a 
program  developed by St.  Joseph  Hospital  in th e  1970’s. 
These  paramedics relied on the ir  mili tary experience 
supplemented  by t ra in ing  provided by St.  Joseph  Hospi­
tal to provide comprehensive,  sophisticated pre-hospital 
emergency medical care.

In 1974, the city of Tacoma in it iated paramedic  
training for fi refighters  and civilian ambulance pe rson­
nel. The t ra in ing  was conducted by Tacoma Community 
College and was funded by revenue  shar ing  monies. This 
was the  firs t  formalized presen ta tion  in P ierce  County of 
the national param edic  t ra in ing  curriculum developed by 
the Federal  D e p ar tm en t  of Transporta tion .

EMS AGENCIES — COMMITTEES — INDIVIDUALS
Several agencies,  comm ittees and individuals have a 

direct impact in the  developm ent of EMS within Pierce  
County. They include:
THE P IE R C E  C O U N T Y  E M S COUNCIL  -  A non­
profit vo lun teer  organization whose m em bership  is 
comprised of P ierce  County EMS provider agencies 
(ambulance companies,  fire services, hospitals,  physi­
cians, etc.). Organized in the  mid 60’s and incorporated in 
the mid 70’s, the  council acts as the  main EMS advisory 
entity in P ierce  County.
M SPC E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC A L S T A N D A R D S  COM­
M ITTEE — A s tand ing  comm ittee  of the  Medical 
Society of Pierce  County. I ts  m em bership  is comprised of 
the medical d irec tors  of hospital em ergency  d e p a r t ­
ments, medical advisors  to county param edic  services 
and o ther  in te res ted  physicians.  The comm ittee  is 
responsible for developing medical  care protocols and 
e s t a b l i s h in g  g u id e l in e s  for e m e r g e n c y  m ed ica l  
procedures. The  chairman of the  comm ittee  also se rves  
as the county EM S/ALS medical director.
CO U N TY E M S /A L S  M E D IC A L D IR E C TO R  -  The 
chairman of the  EMS S tan d a rd s  Com m ittee  se rves  as the 
County EMS/ALS medical d irector.  The  medical d irec­
tor  is responsible for certifying county paramedics and 
administering  EMS protocols, p rocedures  and guide­
lines.
EM S M E D IC A L CONTROL P R O JE C T  -  In 1981, the  
Pierce County EMS Council obtained a DSHS g ra n t  for a

one y e a r  projec t  to develop an ongoing EMS delivery 
sys tem  for P ierce  County. The EMS Council subcon­
t rac ted  with the  Medical Society of Pierce County to 
adm in is te r  the  project.  Funds for the projec t  expire  
Sep tem b er  30,1982.
W E ST  R E G IO N  E M S COUNCIL  -  G ran t  applications 
and funding r eq u es ts  to DSHS are  channeled th rough  the 
W est  Region EMS Council The W es t  Region EMS 
Council is comprised of two EMS Council r e p re se n ta ­
tives from Pierce,  T hurston ,  Lewis and Grays H arbor  
Counties.

DSH S, D IV ISIO N  OF E M S — This is the  s t a te  agency 
responsible for prom ulgating  EMS rules/regula tions, 
certifying paramedics and emergency medical techni­
cians, inspecting vehicles, and developing regional EMS 
programs.

MEDICAL SOCIETY EMS COMMITTEE

Drs. D. Terry  Kendrick, Chairman
— P i e r c e  C o u n t y  A L S  D i r e c t o r
—  M e d i c a l  C o n t r o l  P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r
— M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  H i l l  A m b u l a n c e
— M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  P e n i n s u l a  A m b u l a n c e  
Gregory P. Schroedl
—  D i r e c t o r ,  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t ,

S t .  J o s e p h  H o s p i t a l
— C k a i r m a i u  E M S  C ounci l ,

S y s t e m s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e
William M. Priebe 
Kenton C. Bodily
—  C h a i r m a n ,  S u b c o m m i t t e e  O n  T r a u m a  

R e g  i o n a l i z a  t i o n
Matthew S. Newman 
Jam es  Taylor
—  C o - c h a i r m a n ,  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on A L S  P r o t o c o l s
— M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  P o w e r s  A  m  b a l a n c e
— D i r e c t o r ,  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t ,

G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  H o s p i t a l
Bernard I. Fouke
—  M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  A A  S u p e r i o r  A m b u l a n c e
— D i r e c t o r ,  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t ,

T a c o m a  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l
Jam es  G. Billingsley
—  M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  T a c o m a  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  
Jam es  D. Krueger
—  M S P C  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  E M S  C o u n c i l  
Roger Simms
Stanley Borish
—  D i r e c t o r ,  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t ,

P u g e t  S o u n d  H o s p i t a l
Robert G. Seller?.
—  C h a i r m a n ,  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  E M S  C o u n c i l  
William F. Taylor
—  M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  P l a c e  a n d  

S t e i l a c o o m  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t s
—  D i r e c t o r ,  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t  

L a k e w o o d  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l
Mark Je rgens
—  M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  S h e p a r d  A m b u l a n c e
—  C o - c h a i n n a n ,  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on  A L S  P r o t o c o l s  
Jam es  F. Fulcher
Ray M. Nicola
—  D i r e c t o r ,  T a c o m u - P i e r c e  C o u n t y  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t
— C h a i r m a n - e l e c t ,  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  E M S  C o u n c i l
— C h a i r m a n ,  E M S  C o u n c i l  M e d i c a l  C o n t r o l  C o m m i t t e e  
J. Tim McNair
—  C h a i r m a n ,  S u b c o m m i t t e e  O n  P a r a m e d i c  E v a l u a t i o n
—  D i r e c t o r ,  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t ,

A l l e n m o r e  H o s p i t a l
Rober t J.  S tu ar t
—  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t ,  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  A m b u l a n c e  

A s s o c i a t i o n
—  M A M C  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
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MEDICAL CONTROL PROJECT ACTIVITIES  
PROCEED ON MANY FRONTS

T h e  p ro jec t  has  in i t ia te d  a v a r ie ty  of ac t iv i t ies .  M os t  
a re  be ing  han d led  by su b c o m m it te e s  of th e  S o c ie ty ’s 
E M S C o m m it tee .  T h e y  include:
P R O T O C O L S  — D e v e lo p m en t  and  im p le m e n ta t io n  of 
county-wide w r i t te n  and  form alized  t r e a tm e n t ,  t r ia g e  
and t r a n s fe r  protocols.
T R A C E R  S T U D IE S  — S y s te m s  e va lua t ion  t r a c e r  
s tu d ie s  t h a t  will d e te rm in e  th e  e f fec t iveness  of reducing  
p a t i e n td e a t h  and disabili ty .
A U D IT S  — A u d i ts  of c u r r e n t  B L S /A L S  t r a in in g  
p ro g ram s  to  d e te rm in e  th e  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  of quality ,  
q u a n t i ty  and  logis tics of p ro g ram s  offered; a u d i t s  of 
p a t ie n t  care  th ro u g h  r ev iew s  of A L S  se rv ice s  p rovided.  
E M S P L A N  — D ev e lo p m en t  of a p lan for con tinua tion  of 
E M S sy s te m s  deve lo p m en t ,  w ith  specific e m p h as is  on 
funding and identif ication  of re sponsib i li t ie s  for fu tu re  
p ro g ram a tic  and fiscal m an ag em en t .
P A R A M E D IC  F IL E S  — M ain ten an ce  of pe rso n a l  files 
on all P ie rce  C ounty  param edics,  including continuing 
educa tion  and skill m a in ten an ce  reco rd s ,  s ta t is t ica l  data ,  
t e s t  scores and re la te d  information. 
C O M M U N IC A T IO N S — T h e  d ev e lo p m en t  of a county- 
wide frequency  allocation c en te r  to coord ina te  the  use  of 
the  U.H.F. m edical channels .  Possib le  im p lem en ta t io n  of 
acoun ty -w ide911  sys tem .
S T A T IS T IC A L  R E P O R T S  -  M ain ten an ce  of s t a t i s t i ­
cal in form ation  th ro u g h  E M S medical in form ation  r e p o r t  
forms. Since J a n u a r y , 1982 th e  p ro jec t  has been  ac t in g  as 
the  "c lea r ing  house” b e tw ee n  the  local and s t a te  levels 
for the  r e p o r t  forms.

P A R A M E D IC  C E R T IF IC A T IO N  -  S ince  Ja n u a ry ,  
1982 all P ie rce  C o u n ty  p a ra m e d ic  cer t i f ica t ion /rece r t i f i ­
cat ion  e x a m in a t io n s  a r e  c o o rd in a ted  an d  conducted  by 
th e  M S P C  E M S  C o m m it te e .
TR A  UM A R E G IO N A L IZ A  T IO N  — A  ta s k  force  is now 
g a th e r in g  d a ta  on th e  u til iza t ion  and  capabil i t ies  of 
county  t r a u m a  care  se rv ices .  D es ig n a tio n  of t raum a  
c en te rs ,  r e ce iv in g  a n d  b ase  s ta t io n  hosp ita ls  is pro­
ceeding.
IN C ID E N T  R E V I E W  — A  fo rum  has  been  established 
for the  in v es t ig a t io n  of in c id en ts  involving Pierce  
C o un ty  E M S personnel .
P U B L IC  A  W A R E N E S S  — Pub lic  in form ation  and 
educa tion  is b e in g  em phasized .  A n  “E M S  A w areness  
S h o w ” is sched u led  for M ay 21-23 a t  the  T acom a Mall. 
E M S  C O U N C IL R E O R G A N IZ A T IO N  -  Reorgan iza­
tion of the  P ie rce  C oun ty  E M S Council  is u n d e rw ay  to 
m ake  it m o re  re sp o n s iv e  and  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of EMS 
re q u ire m e n ts .  A n  audio-visual re so u rc e  m a te r ia ls  bank 
is b e in g d e v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  the  council .

A ccord ing  to  P r o j e c t  A d m in i s t r a to r  D avid  Vance, a 
m ajo r  p ro jec t  goal is d e v e lo p m en t  of con tinued  funding 
so a p e rm a n e n t  E M S sy s te m  can be e s tab l ish ed .  “The 
E M S s y s te m  m u s t  be  f inanced  locally  to  in su re  th a t  
r e p re se n ta t io n ,  e m p h as is  and  influence  is exerc ised  by 
those  who live and  w o rk  in th e  a r e a  s e r v e d  by th e  system, 
not by  som e s t a te  or federa l  a g en cy .”

“E M S p ro v id e rs  will benef i t  from a co o rd in a ted  EMS 
sy s te m  in se v e ra l  ways.  A t  th e  sa m e  t im e,  i t  m u s t  be 
r e m e m b e re d  t h a t  the  u l t im a te  r e s u l t  of th e  coordinated 
sy s te m  is im p ro v ed  p a t i e n t  c a re  which benef i ts  every ­
one,"  concludes Dr. T e r r y  K endr ick ,  p ro je c t  d irec tor .

ALS SERVICES IN THE NURSING HOME SETTING
C onsiderab le  discussion has been  g e n e ra te d  in 

r e c e n t  y e a rs  by the  provision  of advanced  life sup ­
p o r t  (paramedic) se rv ices  in the  n u rs in g  home s e t ­
t ing. The  issue  has been rev iew ed  a t  leng th  by 
severa l  Medical Society  com m ittees ,  m os t  recen tly  
a t  th e  F e b r u a ry  Senior Citizens C om m it tee  m ee t ­
ing a t  which r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  from th e  E M S Com­
m it tee  p re se n te d  the  issue from th e  E M S sys tem  
viewpoint.

T h a t  discussion has been sum m arized  in the 
following s t a te m e n t  which has been a pproved  by 
both c o m m ittees  and the  So c ie ty ’s Board of 
T ru s tee s :

1. A dvanced  life su p p o r t  se rv ices can be 
e x p ec ted  from param edics;  t h a t  is, every  
p a ram ed ic  re sp o n se  will be an  A L S  response  
in accordance  w ith  th e i r  t ra in in g  and e s ta b ­
l ished E M S medical protocols.

2. U nless  a w r i t te n  or ve rba l  no-code o rder  
is given, it  m ay  be a ssu m ed  t h a t  resuscita-  
t i v e  e f f o r t s  w i l l  be  u n d e r t a k e n  by 
p a ram ed ics  w hen  th ey  a r r iv e  a t  th e  scene. If

a no-code s t a tu s  has been  d e te rm in e d  as 
a p p ro p r ia te  i t  will be w r i t t e n  in t h e  p a t i e n t ’s 
c h a r t  a t  th e  po in t  of d e te rm in a t io n ,  and, if a 
v e rb a l  no-code o rd e r  is given, it will be docu­
m en te d  in the  p a t i e n t ’s c h a r t  in an  ex p ed i ­
tious fashion.

3. R esu sc i ta t iv e  e f fo r ts  by p a ram ed ic s  a re  
u n d e r ta k e n  u n d e r  th e  d irec t ion  of a ph y s i­
cian a t  an e m e rg en c y  d e p a r tm e n t .  I f  the  
p a t i e n t ’s (or a n o th e r  p r iva te )  physic ian  is a t  
the  scene he or she  m ay  d i rec t  th e  e f fo r t s  if 
responsib i l i ty  for th e  care  of t h e  p a t i e n t  is 
a ssum ed.

4. R esu sc i ta t iv e  e ffo r ts ,  once b eg an ,  can 
only be t e r m in a t e d  w ith  a g r e e m e n t  of th e  
physic ians involved — the  p a t i e n t ’s a t t e n ­
d ing physic ian and  th e  e m e rg e n c y  d e p a r t ­
m en t  physic ian in consu l ta t ion .

A s a r e la te d  m a t t e r , th e  Sen io r  C i tizens  C o m m it ­
tee  is a d d re s s in g  th e  code/no-code e s ta b l i s h m e n t  
policy for n u rs in g  homes. M e m b e rs h ip  c o m m e n t  is 
invited.
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DETERMINING WEIGHTS

Following discussion at the February  Public Health /  
School Health Committee meeting, a t tem pts  are being 
made to solve the annual  problem ol determining 
appropriate  weights for jun ior  high and high school 
wrestlers in the Tacoma Public Schools. With the 
excellent cooperation of Tacoma School District  Athletic 
Director Dan Inveen, we have devised a postcard system 
for certifying weights by physicians.  With a th le tes  who 
have had appropriate  physical examinations,  we would 
hope this postcard system w ill be a simple process and, 
hopefully, a no charge situation.

T hank  you for your cooperation!
Sincerely,
Terrv Torgcnnitl, M.D., Member, 
Public Health School Health 
Committee

Featuring 
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Homes

SW ANSON-M cGOLDRICK, 
INC.

A m erican  Federal Bu ild ing  
Tacoma, W ash ing ton 98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

T a c o m a :  272-4138 S e a t t le :  838-4420 

R e s i d e n c e :  572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

Property M anagem ent

Army Medical Department Opportunities

The Army Medical Corps offers 
virtually unlimited opportunities to 
learn, teach, Investigate, practice 
and direct. For physicians who want 
more in their health care career 
than a predictable daily routine, the 
Army Medical Corps has a lot to 
offer. There are challenging pro 
fessional opportunities in patient care, 
preventive medicine, research, admin

istration and education. A variety of 
excellent educational programs exist. 
As a member of the Army Medical 
Corps, you become a part of one of 
the largest comprehensive systems 
of health care in the United States. 
Numerous medical facilities exist in 
most states, ranging from clinics and 
hospitals to world reknowned medical 
centers. For more information...

Phone: 
Captain Pat Shipley 
(206) 527 3548 
Call Conect
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTS  
1982 ■ 1983 SLATE 

(AND IT’S PICNIC TIME)

T he  N o m in a t in g  C om m it tee ,  M ar len e  A r th u r ,  Susie  
D uffy , D o t t ie  T r u c k e y , Nancy  S pang ler ,  S te p h an ie  Tuell,  
and  C h a irm an  M arn y  W eb e r ,  p re s e n te d  th e  following 
s la te  of officers to  th e  g en era l  m em b e rsh ip  a t  th e  F e b r u ­
a ry  luncheon m ee t ing :

P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t ..............................................Gloria  Virak
1st V-P, P r o g r a m s ............................................Susie  Duffy
2nd V-P, M e m b e r s h i p ..........................S h a ro n  L aw son
3 rd  V-P, H is to r ian  By-laws  Cindy A n d e rso n
4 th  V-P, A r r a n g e m e n ts  ............................. Bev G rah am
R ecord ing  S e c r e t a r y .................................. M a r t ia O h m e
C o rre sp o n d in g  S e c r e t a r y .........................Jo a n  Sullivan
T r e a s u r e r .................................................. D o t t ie  T ru ck e y
Dues T r e a s u r e r ............................ M a ry  W h y te  L en a rd
T he  s la te  will be p r e se n te d  to th e  g en era l  m em b e rsh ip  

for voting ,  with  nom inations to be accep ted  from the  
floor, a t  t h e  M arch  g e n e ra l  m ee ting .

A FAMILY AFFAIR
Sandy  Griff ith, picnic chairman, announces  t h a t  p lans 

a re  u n d e rw ay  for th e  e v e n t  to be held  S a tu rd a y ,  A p r i l  11, 
12:00 noon - 4 p.m. a t  T itlow L odge  and  P a r k  (near the

N a r ro w s  Bridge). M e m b e rs  a r e  to b r in g  t h e i r  families 
and th e i r  own picnic food. Grills  will  be  vailable  for 
b a rbecu ing .  T h e  A u x i l ia ry  will p ro v id e  sof t  d rinks,  and 
coffee. T h e r e  will be  g a m e s  for e v e ry o n e  an d  a ru n  for 
t h e  r u n n e rs .  So m a rk  y o u r  ca len d a rs  a n d  r e m e m b e r  if it 
does ra in  — th e  lodge will  p rov ide  a m p le  p ro tec t io n  from 
th e  e lem en ts .

HEALTH FAIR A SUCCESS!
A g r e a t  big “th a n k  y o u ” to  M a r g a r e t  G ra n d q u is t ,  who 

organ ized ,  re c ru i te d ,  and  p lan n ed  o u r  boo th  a t  th e  F eb ru ­
a ry  19, 20, a n d  21 H e a l th  F a i r .  M a r g a r e t  w ishes  to  thank 
all who he lped  m ake  th e  p ro je c t  a  huge  success; Jo 
Roller,  J a n e  Gallucci, B a rb a ra  W ong,  M a ry  Lou  Jones, 
M ar i lyn  Bodily, M a rn y  W eb e r ,  M a r len e  A r th u r ,  Deva 
V au g h t ,  J u n a  S ingh, Nikk i  C rowley ,  A lb e r ta  Burrows, 
Cindy A n d e rso n ,  D eb b y  M cA lex an d e r ,  D o t t ie  Truckey, 
P e g g y  K o rn b e rg ,  S h a ro n  L aw son ,  S u san  Wulfest ieg, 
C a th y  Schne ide r ,  D ianna  A m es ,  M a rg e  R itchie,  Mary 
R inker ,  M ary  Schaefer le ,  and  E m m a  Lou  Lyle.

W e w e re  able  to  p rov ide  th e  public  w i th  much infor­
m ation  a b o u t  Tel-Med, T h e  W o m e n s '  S u p p o r t  Shelter,

CLOVER PARK |
REAL ESTATE

PUYALLUP CUSTOM ESTATE 

15 ACRE FARM -  2 0  ACRES PASTURE 

G IG  HARBOR LOW BANK WATERFRONT 

GRAVELLY LAKE ESTATE 

C O M M ER C IAL -  APARTMENTS 

(2 0 6 ) 5 8 4 -2 7 0 0
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Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An independent pension consulting organization 
providing all the services needed to design, 
administer, and maintain pension and profit 
sharing plans

Our services include:

• Plan Design to  meet your specific needs

• Plan Installation assistance to qualify your plan

• Plan Administration on a continuous basis to  meet 
governmental requirements

• Assistance to clients whose plans are audited

Suite 1616 • W ashington Building • Tacom a. W ash ington 98402  
(2 0 6 )  572-6663
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Shape Up for Life, the  Speakers  B ureau  and much more. 
A special “th a n k s” to  Miss Idee who sa t  all t h ree  days in 
h e r  car  s e a t  to let  people know of the  need for child car  
r e s t ra in ts  and also for identification tag s  to be worn 
when we a re  out alone.

FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING
T he  F e b ru a ry  luncheon m ee t ing  was held a t  the  home 

of Dr. and Mrs. R o b e r t  McAlexander.  This was a r a th e r  
special ev en t  as we w ere  t r e a te d  with  an opportun ity  to 
t a s te  wines with our luncheon. Bob Jam es ,  owner of 
Vinicole W ines (a d istr ibutor)  who is fo r tuna te  to have 
been able  to  make his avocation (wines) his vocation, 
gave us an informative  t r e a t  on medium priced California 
and W ashington wines.

Those of us who know about nothing re la ted  to wines 
began to gain some knowledge of w hat  m akes a good 
wine. We learned  about tas te ,  sugar,  acid and the ir  re la ­
tionship, and tannin. We now know w hat  medium dry  and 
dry  means. Best of all, we now have a shopping list of 
wines,  from those we tas ted ,  to help us se lect our wines. 
Thank you Bob James!

Com m ittee  chairmen gave rep o rts  on th e i r  activit ies. 
The Finance Com mittee  is diligently working on the 
recommendation  they  will p re sen t  to the  m em bersh ip  at 
the  March m ee t ing  on the  distribution of funds to agen­
cies’ health  projects .

We had 213 paid m em bers  and more checks came in 
th a t  day. The Nom inating  Committee  p re sen ted  the 
1982-1983 s la te  of officers, which was approved by the 
Board prior to the  meeting.  “T hank you” to the  commit­
tee  which provided the  luncheon — Elsie Schwin, Janice 
Mcllroy, R uth  Meier, Alice Yeh, and Ruby W ard  — and 
to Sally Larson  and Shirley Kem man who poured the  
wine. “T hank you” to  Debby McAlexander for providing 
her home.

STATE CONVENTION
The W SM AA S ta te  Convention will be held in 

Olympia April  27-29. Our Auxiliary is enti t led  to nine 
delegates. If  you are  in te res ted  in rep re sen t ing  P ierce  
County as a delegate  please contact Nikki Crowley.

SUNSHINE
The Medical Society has asked the  Auxiliary to 

assum e the  responsibili ty  of providing “sunshine” s e r ­
vices to the ir  m em bers  as well as ours.  The Auxiliary will 
form a small  comm ittee  to handle this addit ional re spon­
sibility.

ORGAN DONOR WEEK
Organ Donor W eek will be state-wide the last  week in 

April.  The  Auxiliary will be responsible for contacting 
the  media to conduct the  publicity.

STUDENT RECOGNITION
Applications, available in all high school counselors’ 

offices, for Medical Society m em bers '  g raduat ing  seniors 
will close on March 27. If you have a g raduat ing  senior 
and wish to have him or her participate ,  do so now. If you 
have questions contact Phyllis  Pierce.

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice
Do You Need?

* Practice C o o rd in a tio n
* Personnel T ra in ing
* O rgan iza tion  o f a New  O ffice
* Financial Records M anagem en t
* O n -g o in g  o r S hort-te rm  

A d m in is tra tio n

COMPREHENSIVE 
SERVICE

INDIVIDUALIZED

D olores Lunstrum  
4109 B rid ge po rt W ay W est 
Tacoma, W A 98466 
206/564-5600

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an & T oynbee  can p rov id e  you 
w ith  a fu ll range o f insu ra n ce  coverage  to  m eet 
a ll o f y o u r pe rsona l and p ro fe ss io n a l needs — 
p en s io ns , e m p lo ye e  b e n e fits , life  and d is a b ility  
insu ra n ce , p rop e rty  and  ca su a lty  insu rance .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC. 
IN S U R A N C E  B RO KERS

705 S o u th  N in th , T acom a  W A  98405 / 627-7183

B ob  S izer 
D oug  D yckm an 
John  T oynbee  
W ayne  T h ro n so n

M arge J o hn so n . CPCU 
Jr. B. D enn is  S ch m id t, C LU  

P. K a thy W a rd lo w  
B ob C leave land

 ^  >,
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If you’ve never
recommended
a specific brand 
of aspirin before,
now’s the time 

to start!
Better tolerated than 

regular aspirin

Mow, by m eans of a unique water-soluble cellu­
lose coating, Improved Bayer® Aspirin provides

oro-pharyngo-esophageal protection for your 
p a tie n ts . Furtherm ore, in a r e c e n t  short term use 
study, perceived stom ach upset was sh o w n  to be 
no greater than seen  with placebo.1
This patented coating is not enteric in nature, 
so  it is not affected by pH. And the film does not 
affect absorption or bioavailability. W hat it does 
is to stay intact just long enough  for tablets to 
reach the stom ach. Disintegration in the buccal 
cavity, pharynx and  eso p h ag u s  is avoided- 
easin g  sw allow ing a n d  m inim izing  aspirin



taste, aftertaste and burning in the throat Once 
tab le ts  re a c h  th e  s to m a c h , they  d issolve 
quickly and completely—producing the sam e 
aspirin and salicylate blood levels as regular 
aspirin.2

Protective effect demonstrated 
in multi-center study1
In a double-blind, multi-center clinical study,1 
involving 907 subjects, Improved Bayer Aspirin 
was show n significantly superior to regular 
aspirin in avoiding aspirin taste, aftertaste, dis­
solution of tablets in the mouth and burning in 
the throat

As well 
tolerated as 
placebo
W h a t’s m o re , fo r 
short term use when 
c o m p a re d  to  bo th  
c o a t e d  a n d  u n ­
coated placebo tab­
lets, Improved Bayer 
Aspirin show ed no 
significant differ­
ence in subjective 
complaints of stom­
ach upset- as shown 
in the chart

Better patient compliance
With its low incidence of subjective complaints 
and  high degree  of accep tance, Im proved 
Bayer Aspirin can  help assu re  the kind of 
patient compliance needed for successful sali­
cylate therapy.

Now, more than ever—Bayer is 
the name to specify
"lo be sure your patients get all the benefits of 
Improved Bayer Aspirin, be sure to specify the 
n a m e  Bayer, w hen ev er you re c o m m e n d

aspirin. Now, m ore 
th a n  e v e r , it c a n  
m ake an im portant 
difference.

References:
1. Soller, R. W. and Baretz, 
D .B .: M e th y lc e llu lo s e  
Film Coating of Tablets as 
an Im p roved  D e live ry  
System for Aspirin (to be 
published).
2. Soller, R. W.: Bioavaila­
bility of Improved Bayer 
Aspirin (on file, The Bayer 
Company).

The Bayer Com pany 
G lenbrook Laboratories 
A D ivision of Sterling Drug Inc. 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10016

S u b je c tive  e v a lu a tio n s — average  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  c o m p la in ts  
fo llo w in g  each  o f th ree  6 5 0  m g  doses o f  Im p ro v e d  B ayer 
A sp irin , p lacebo  and  coa ted  p la c e b o — g iven  fo u r h o u rs  a p a r t1

Symptom & 
Time of
Administration*

Improved
Bayer

Aspirin Placebo
Coated
Placebo

Burninq in Throat
5 min. 6% 5% 5%

20 min. 8 % 7% 8 %
50 min. 6 % 5% 5%
Stomach Upset

5 min. 2% 4% 2%
20 min. 6% 8% 5%
50 min. 8 % 7% 5%

Nausea
5 min. 0% 1% 0%

20 min. 2% 3% 2%
50 min. 3% 2% 2%

‘ Following each of the three doses of test formulations, subjec-
tive side effects were recorded at 5. 2 0  and 5 0  minutes.

Introducing Improved 
BAYER ASPIRIN
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C lassified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed  to: G raw in  Publications, 1020  
Lloyd B uilding, 603 S tew art S treet, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inim um  charge. 
C heck  m ust accom pany copy.

G R O U P  P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y -  
FA M ILY  P R A C T IC E  A N D  O B /G Y N )— A
m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  p ra c t ic e  in T a co m a  
seeks e m p lo y m e n t, w ith  p a rtn e rs h ip  
o p p o r tu n ity , o f F a m ily  P ra c tic e  and 
O B /G Y N  p hys ic ia ns . E x c e lle n t b e n e fits  
and  c o m p e n s a tio n  — g u a ra n te e  and 
ince n tive . Fo r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll R ob e rt 
W ilson , M  D , o r D on  R e d d in g to n  (206) 
627-9151. o r w rite , P.O. B ox 5467, 
T a co m a . W A  98405.

U N IV E R S IT Y  PLA C E P R O F E S S IO N A L  
S Q U A R E . For re n t o r  lease U n iv e rs ity  
P lace area. 910 sq .ft. su ite . $ 4 8 0 /m o n th ; 
965 sq .ft.. $ 4 5 0 /m o n th ; 1175 sq .ft. su ite , 
S 5 6 5 /m on th . C a ll 565-4444.

W A L N U T  C O M T E M P O R A R Y  W A IT IN G  
R O O M  F U R N IT U R E . R e lo c a tio n  Sale. 7 
ch a irs , love  seat, ta b le , th re e  years  o ld , 
e x c e lle n t c o n d it io n  C a ll 627-9122

S P A C IO U S  H IL L T O P  H O M E  o v e r lo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t Bay. F o u r b e d ro o m s , th re e  
baths, th re e  fire p la ce s , re c re a tio n  room , 
sauna, se c lu d e d  acre, $136,500, 9%% 
a ssum a b le  m o rtg ag e . C o n tra c t L e ig h  
H u n t, (206) 851-5248.

ID EA L fo r  n ew  la rg e  p ra c tice , 20,000 p lus  
p o p u la t io n  o n  th ird  b u s ie s t h ig h w a y  in 
P ie rce  C o u n ty . Fast g ro w in g  area. P ro fe s ­
s ion a l B u ild in g . C a ll 863-9434  o r 863- 
5188.

O FFIC E  SPA CE im m e d ia te ly  ava ilab le . 
R a p id ly  g ro w in g  F ede ra l W ay area. Lease 
o r purch a se . N ew  b u ild in g  — s ix  F a m ily  
P h y s ic ia n s .  G o o d  r e f e r r a l  b a s e . 
206 /839-2030.

P H Y S IC IA N S  O F F IC E  SP A C E  a va ila b le  
in J u n e  1350 sq. ft., 5 exam  room s, 2 
c o n s u lt ro o m s  N ext to  St. Jo s e p h 's  
H o sp ita l. C a ll 272-9690.

FO R R E N T a ll o r  p a rt 3200 sq . f t .  in  10 th  & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f i c e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

W A N T E D  P E D IA T R IC A N , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u lt i­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t covera g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t y e a r g ua ra n te e  and 
ince n tive s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  se rves as 
R eg iona l O B -P e rin a ta l re fe rra l cen te r. 
M ew c lin ic  fa c ilitie s . S end C.V. o r  in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m as  H. S k rin a r, M .D ., P u g e t S o u n d  
U lin ic , 3611 S o u th  “ D " S tre e t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g io n  98408, o r p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8589 o r 206-272-0486  a lte r  h ou rs .

Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all M edical Society Members,

M em ber. A m erican  Collectors Association 
M ed ical/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus of A m erica

PS.C. is o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B Rossiter.

P uget S o u n d  
C ollec tions Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
T acom a, WA. 98401

MASTER BEDROOM FIREPLACE in a de ligh t­
ful room w ith a view! Charming Colonial high 
atop view site in North Tacoma. For appoint­
ment, call Gary Allyn, 272-0657/752-3565.

HALF-TIMBERED English style residence w ith 
expansive lawn. Situated on Tacoma’s hand­
somest street of fine h istoric homes. For 
appo in tm en t, ca ll Gary A llyn  272-0657/
752-3635.

NEW CLASSIC brick carriage house style resi­
dence on five wooded acres. Close-in penin­
sula location. Many luxurious am enities; 
tasteful appointments — Gary Allyn, 272-0657/
753-3635.

7 5 2 - 3 5 6 5

LU XU RY C O N D O M IN IU M  l iv in g  w ith  a 
p a n o ra m ic  v ie w  o f  C o m m e n c e m e n t Bay 
and  C a sca d e  m o u n ta in s . T w o  b e d ro o m s , 
tw o  b a th , d e lu x e  s e c u r ity ,  s a u n a  & 
c o v e re d  p a rk in g . C o n ta c t G e o rg e n e  K unz 
a t 752-6618 o r 474-0108.

J A C K S O N  H A LL M E D IC A L  C E N T E R .
S pace  a va ila b le  fo r  lease a c ro s s  fro m  
T a co m a  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l. D es ign  and  
fin is h  to  y o u r  re q u ire m e n ts . V a ria b le  lease 
rate if d es ire d . C a ll 627-0031.

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N TE R  — S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac., a ir, 
and  s to ra g e  (n ea r A lle n m o re  H o sp .) C a ll 
752-6336 (M o n .— T h u rs .)  T a c o m a .

S A IL B O A T . 27' s a ilb o a t by C & C. 7 sails, 
in b o a rd , lo a d e d  w ith  e q u ip m e n t inc lud ing  
fu ll b o a t c o v e r a nd  m o o ra g e  at Tacom a 
Y a ch t C lu b . N e il M c C o n a g h y , 752-9635.

E L E C T R O L Y S IS
H e le n e  B la c k , R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a c o m a  98405 759-1151 

M e m b e r: W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro lys is  
A ssn . a n d  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l A ssn .

T ra in e d : K re e  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is , N .Y . a n d  W ilshire 
B lvd . S c h o o l, L o s  A n g e le s
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DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recommend w ith confidence 
professional diaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o n th  a random  
sam p le  o f o u r d ia p e rs  is s u b je c te d  to  e xhaustive  
s tu d ie s  in a b io ch e m ica l la b o ra to ry .

•U tm o s t C onvenience. T h a n ks  to  p ick  up  and  d e ­
live ry  se rv ice , o u r  p ro d u c t com es w hen  you  need it.

• E c o n o m ic a l. All th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a ga ins t d ia p e r rash cos ts  fa r less than  pap e r d iapers  
— o n ly  penn ies  m ore  a day  than  h om e-w ashed  
d iapers.

C A U TIO N  TO YO U R  PATIENTS. It is ille ga l to  d is ­
pose  o f hum an  e xc rem e n t in garbage. M o th e rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iapers. "D isp osa b le " 
is a m isnom er.

Tacoma
383-1234

Seattle
634-BABY

W ash in g ton 's  Oldest, M os t  Trusted P ro fess iona l  
D iape r  Serv ice /S erv ing  Our S econd  Generat ion

The United States 
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is curren tly  accepting applications fo r the 
fo llow ing  specialties:

General Surgery 
O rthoped ic Surgery 

O to rh ino la ryngo logy 
Neurosurgery 

R heum atology 
O phtha lm ology 

Anesthesio logy 
U ro logy 

O b/G yn 
For fu rthe r in form ation call: 

Charles P lunkett o r Tom  Thornton 
at 442-1307, o r visit them at 4518 

U niversity Way NE, Suite 312, 
Seattle, WA 98105 

(ou t-o f-tow n — call collect)
T ou r con fiden tia lity  is assured.

A  g r e a t  w a y  o f  l ife

Reality Therapy Biofeedback Center

lidb: is aware  that 5 0 - 8 0 %  of all sym ptom s are psychophysiological 
disorders.

is a serious counseling center  using Biofeedback training tor 
develop ing  skills that are effective in decreasing stress related 
disorders.

uses Reality Therapy concepts of personal resonsibility to 
help clients move towards success and self control.

CALL FO R IN FO R M A T IO N  O N  G R O U P  A N D  IN D IV ID U A L 
T R A IN IN G .

3 3 7 1 0  9 th  Ave. So. •  Suite 4  •  Federal W ay, W A  •  9 8 0 0 3  •  ( 2 0 6 )  9 5 2 - 7 7 4 4
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY  
705 South 9th, Suite 203  

Tacoma, W ashington 9 8 4 0 5

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T IO N  R E Q U E S T E D

B U LK  RATE
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
t a c o m a , wash

PERMIT NO. i

Ask 
how

i  your bookkeeper 
things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don’t take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living,you've got Blue Cross.

[m m  Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, W enatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

*  Registered Mark Blue Cross Association
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How much of your 
medical practice 

are you giving away?
Even the most competent and 
dedicated office staff can have a 
tough time controlling accounts 
receivable. That’s where Poorman- 
Douglas can help. Our On-Line 
Medical Accounting System pro­
vides the tools your staff needs 
to improve collections and 
strengthen the business side of 
your practice.

Think of it 
as a Time Machine.

The Poorman-Douglas On- 
Line System can speed up col­
lections and reduce billing prob­
lems. So your staff spends less 
time, and less effort, keeping 
your office on a solid financial 
footing.

It can smooth out and expedite 
many of the tedious administra­
tive details of running a busi­
ness. So you have more time to 
devote to the practice of 
medicine.

Beyond 
that, going 
On-Line 
with
Poorman- 
Douglas 
provides access to a powerful, 
fast medical information system. 
So you get the valuable decision­
making support of an in-house 
computer, without the investment 
of owning one.

Here’s the System.
It consists of a computer ter­

minal with telephone connec­
tion, giving you a “ window” for 
entering data and making inquiries. 
Optional equipment, including a 
printer and a word processor 
with graphics, is available to aug­
ment the basic system. Software 
for the On-Line System has been 
exhaustively researched, and 
was approved only after 
thorough user-testing. The final 
product reflects Poorman- 
Douglas’s long history in auto­
mated medical accounting, and 
incorporates refinements 
suggested by medical profes­
sionals.

The result is a versatile, cost- 
effective system that can im ­
prove your cash flow through 
more timely collections.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seattle: 220 W. Harrison (2061 283-978!  
Portland: 1325 S.W. Cus le r (503 l 245-5555  

Eugene: 710 McKinley (503) 686-1871

Is this the business 
partner you need?

Your first step toward finding 
out is to contact Poorman-Douglas. 
We’ve been serving the medical 
profession for two decades, with 
automated accounting systems 
that have proved themselves in 
real-life situations.

W hat’s more, we’re the only 
Northwest company to offer 
legitimate, high-quality products 
in all three categories of auto­
mated medical accounting sys­
tems. So we’re singularly qual­
ified to prescribe, objectively, 
the appropriate 
system for 
your 
practice.

Send 
for our 
informative
brochure on the Poorman-Douglas 
On-Line Medical Accounting 
System. Better yet, call fo ra  
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation in your office.

ITj Please send me more information on your I 
On-Line Medical Accounting System.

□  Please contact me for a consultation by a 
Poorman-Douglas speciaJist.

Name__________________________________

Address. 

C ity- 

Phone(_

_ State. . Zip_

Mail to: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 
1325 S.W, Custer Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97219 .J



4 General M eeting  N otice
5 P res iden t’s Page
6 M easles Update: Physicians  

C ontinued Support of Reporting & 
C ontro l Essentia l to  Eradication of 
Ind igenous M easles

8 EM S M edical C ontrol Update: 
C om prehensive Traum a Plan 
N eeded

11 G uest C om m ent: A R ad io log ist’s 
Point of V iew

13 M em bership  N otices
14 C orrespondence
15 Auxiliary News

COVER PHOTO
Mount Rainier from Gig Harbor

S ta f f

E d i to r  ...........................D a v id  S . H o p k in s ,  M .D .
M a n a g in g  E d i t o r  T h o m a s  J .  C u r r y

E d i to r ia l
C o m m i t t e e ............. W . B e n  B la c k e t t ,  M .D . ,

S ta n le y  W . T u e l l ,  M .D .

1982 O F F IC E R S

P r e s id e n t .................................. L lo y d  C. E lm e r, M .D .
P re s id e n t-E le c t .......................R o b e rt E. Lane . M .D.
V ic e  P r e s id e n t  B ru c e  D B u c h a n a n . M .D
S e c re ta ry -T re a s u re r  . . .  M y ra  S. V o z e n ile k , M D
Past P re s id e n t  G e o rg e  A. T a n b a ra . M .D
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  ......................  T h o m a s  J. C u rry

T R U S T E E S

Richard G. Bowe, M.D. <82)
W alter M. A rthur, M.D. (82)
Juan F. Cordova, M.D. (82)

Dale L. Hirz, M.D. (82)
Robert F. Kapelowltz, M.D. (83)

Gordon R. K latt, M.D. (83)
G ilbert J. Roller, M.D. (83)

N ikki Crowley

Etecied MSPC officers and trustees serve as delegates 'o 
lhe WSMA House of Delegates

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR M E N

Budget and F in a n c e ...................Myra S. Vozenilek, M.D.
C o m m u n ica tio n s .......................Jacob J. Kornberg, M.D.
C redentials ....................................... Donald H. Mott, M.D.
Editoria l ......................................... David S. Hopkins. M.D.
Emergency Medical

Services S ta n d a rd s .................D. Terry Kendrick, M.D.
Ethics .................................................. James F. Early, M.D.
G rievance .....................................George A. Tanbara, M.D.
Professional R e la tion s ............W illiam  A. McPhee, M.D.
In te rp ro fe s s io n a l............................Herman S. Judd. M.D.
L eg is la tive .....................................James D. Krueger, M.D.
L ib ra ry ................................................Juan F. Cordova, M.D.
Medical E d u c a tio n ..................K. David McCowen, M.D.
M edica l-Legal.................................. W. Ben Blackett, M.D.
Medical Soclety-TACC Jo int Health

Issues .................................... W illiam  B. Jackson, M.D.
Program and Entertainm ent . Bruce D. Buchanan, M.D.
Public Health/School H e a lth  David Sparling, M.D.
Senior C it iz e n ...........................Edwin J. Fairbourn, M.D.
Sports M e d ic in e ....................... S tanley A. Mueller, M.D.
T e l-M e d ............................................Anthony S. Lazar, M.D.
UHI Q ua lity Assurance  Richard Robinson, M.D.

A su m m ary  of Medical Society ,  a n d  local m edical  a n d  health  n ew s

PATIENT — PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN — 
SPECIALIST RELATIONSHIP TO BE EXPLORED 
AT MAY MEETING

A special panel of Drs. Ken Graham, John  Nagle, John  Kennedy, Bob 
Lane, Stu  F a rb e r ,  and Bruce Buchanan will review aspects  of the  pa tien t  
— prim ary  care physician — specialist rela tionship. Dr. Gil Roller will 
modera te .

The  m ee t ing  will be held a t  the  F i rc re s t  Golf and Country  Club on 
Tuesday, May 11. M ark  your calendar now. See page 4 for details .

PHYSICIANS ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP

Six provisional m em bers  w ere  e lected to m em bership  in the  Medical 
Society of P ierce  County a t  the  April Board of T ru s tee s  m eeting. The 
new MSPC m em bers  are: Drs. M a t thew  S. Newm an, Douglas P. Jeffrey, 
John R. Huddlestone, Don R. Russell, Thomas G. Griffith, and Rob R. 
Roth.

UHI COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIP CHANGES

The Board of T ru s tee s  has accepted with re g re t  the  resignation  of Dr. 
John  Kanada, Due to numerous o ther  obligations, as chairman of the 
UHI Quality A ssurance  Committee. The comm ittee  was established in 
1981 to  work with the  UHI program  adm inistered  through the  health 
d e p a r tm e n t ’s four community clinics in establishing and maintaining 
medical care  consis tent  with th a t  available in the  p r ivate  health  care 
sys tem  in P ierce  County.

The  Board of T ru s tee s  has approved the appoin tm en t  of Dr. Richard 
Robinson as new committee chairman. O ther  comm ittee  m em bers  a re  
Drs. Olvidio Penalver,  Kenneth  Graham, George Race, R o b e r t  Lane, 
Johann  Duenhoelter ,  H enry  Retailliau, Howard Boyd, and Clinic 
Medical D irector Dr. Tom Heller.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS BOARD REVISED

The Board of Directors of the  Medical Society’s benefit subsidiary, 
MBI, has been increased in size in 1982. The new board consists of Drs: 
Doug Robson, P e t e r  Marsh, Eileen Toth, G regory  Popich, Rod Schmidt, 
Dennis Waldron, Myra Vonzenilek, and Dale Hirz.

Dr.  Hirz is p residen t  of the corporation in 1982. Dr. Vozenilek se rves  
as secre tary- treasurer  and Dr. Toth has agreed to serve as vice president 
for the year.  The Board held its organizational m eeting  in March.

CONGRESSIONAL ADVISORY GROUP 
MEETS WITH CONGRESSMAN DICKS

The Medical Society's  Congressional Advisory Com mittee  m et  in 
March with Congressman Norm Dicks. Issues discussed included the 
new federalism and its  impact on Medicaid and Medicare, hospital cost 
shifting, the  s ta tu s  of P ierce  County’s community clinics, the  health

IContinued on page 16)
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE

—THE PR O G R A M —

The Patient — Primary Care Physician — Specialist Relationship

CONSIDER:  "Specialists steal patients"
"Primary care physicians provide inadequate  care"
"Specialists do  not keep  primary care physicians inform ed" 
"Primary care physicians 'use ' specialists on nights and w eekends"

W hat  are th e  e th ica l  im p l ica t ions  o f  the  re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  pat ients , 
p r im a ry  care physic ians a nd  special ists? A p a n e l  discussion w i l l  e x p lo re  these 
a n d  re la ted  issues.

PANELISTS: Drs. Ken G raham , John K ennedy, R obert Lane, Bruce Buchanan, 
Stu Farber, Jack Nagle.

M O D E R A T O R : Dr Gil Roller

DATE: Tuesday, May 11, 1982

TIM E: 6:15 P.M. - Social Hour 
7:00 P.M. - D inner 
8:00 P.M. - Program

PLACE: Fircrest Golf Club
6520 Regents Blvd., Fircrest
(Take F ircrest e x it o f f  o f H iw a y  16. P roceed  o n  Regents 
B lvd. to  th e  c lu b  w h ic h  w il l  b e  o n  y o u r  left.)

C O ST: D inner, $10.50 per person.
Salad bar, chicken and baron of beef buffet.
(price includes tax & gratuity)

R eg is te r now . Mail w ith a  ch ec k  for th e  ap p ro p ria te  am o u n t, to  th e  M edical S ocie ty  
office . Or, call th e  office , 572-3667, to  confirm  your a t te n d a n c e . M ake c h e c k  
payab le  to  M edical S o cie ty  of P ierce  C ounty.

REGISTRATIO N :

Yes, I have set aside th e  evening of May 11 to  m eet with my colleagues.

. Please re se rv e------------- dinner(s) for m e at $10.50 each (price includes tax & gratuity).
Enclosed is my check for $ __________

i regret I am unable to attend  the  d inner portion of th e  m eeting. I will a ttend  the 
program  only at 8:00 P.M.

D R : T elephone  No.

RETUR N  TO  THE M E D I C A L  S O C I E T Y  BY N O  LATER THApi-FRID AY,  M A Y  7.



TASK FORCE REPORT AIMS TO ASSIST 
COMMUNITY HEALTH NEEDS

Lloyd C. E lm e r .  M.I ).

"Action  springs not f ro m  thought but f ro m  a 
readiness f o r  responsibility .  ” — Dietr ich  Bonhoeffer.

j M em bers of the  Medical Society of Pierce  County can
always take  pride  in th a t  the ir  organization is often in the 
lead in te rm s  of im por tan t  and fresh new ideas and pro­
gram s re la t ing  to medical care in the  community. If 
W ashing ton  S ta te  is a be l lw eather  s t a te  for the nation, 
then  the  Medical Society of P ierce  County m ust  be a bell- 
w ea th e r  organization for the  WSMA. This has been dem ­
on s tra ted  once again with the  developm ent of the Health  
Needs T ask  Force  which was approved in mid-1982 by 
the  Medical Society’s Board of T rustees.

The  concept was to  place the Medical Society in a 
pivotal role in the  es tab lishm ent of an organization th a t  
would rev iew  the  health  needs of the community, s tudy 
existing health services available within the county,  and 

i foster  and encourage m ethods of cooperation among
] health  agencies and within the Medical Society. Further-
; more, the  Task Force  would issue a re p o r t  including

appropria te  recom mendations to participating  agencies 
! and the  Medical Society.
1 Physician inpu t  was obtained by questionnaire  a t  the
j October, 1981 general  m em bership  meeting. Subse-
1 quently, a similar su rvey  was sen t  to local health agen-
j cies. The Task Force  m em bers  m et individually with 22
j agency rep re se n ta t iv e s  to discuss agency needs, cora-
| m unity  heal th  needs, and the  impact of the economy and
! governm en t  policies on funding.
j  T h ere  was genera l  a g reem en t  by physicians and the

agencies t h a t  the  g re a te s t  health  needs in P ierce  County 
are: 1) access to  genera l  medical  care — including care  for 
the  indigent,  senior citizens and p reven t ive  services for 
all; 2) m enta l  heal th  services; 3) services for the handi­
capped; and, 4) serv ices for those with chronic disorders. 
It  was felt  t h a t  underly ing these  specific needs was the 
absolute necess i ty  for continued and g r e a t e r  emphasis 
on heal th  education.

T he  specific recom mendations to help agencies 
w ea th e r  cubacks in funding, survive the  cu r re n t  econ­

omic conditions, and still provide community health 
needs were  reviewed and approved a t  the  April Board of 
T ru s tee s  meeting. The  recommendations a re  as follows:

1) E stab l ishm en t  of a Medical Society sponsored 
P ierce  County health agencies group to m eet  on a 
regu la r  basis and to be convened th rough  the  Public 
Health/School H ealth  Committee.  The group would, 
am ong o th e r  things, facili tate  communications 
be tw een  and cooperation among agencies w here  pos­
sible and appropriate;

2) Formalize an on-going Medical Society liaison 
with health  agencies on an organization-to-organiza- 
tion basis;

3) Promotion of formal Medical Society physican 
advisor relationships with the agencies;

4) Expansion of the  Medical Society’s re fe r ra l  s e r ­
vice to address  the special needs of agencies' clients;

5) Make available to agencies, within the l imits  of its 
resources,  Medical Society of P ierce  County commun­
ications vehicles — such as the  Bulle tin  — for the  p u r ­
pose of informing physicians of the goals and needs of 
the various agencies;

6) Increase  the  Medical Society’s involvement in 
health education activit ies — to the  e x te n t  practical 
given its resources.

Organized medicine has been the  t a rg e t  for well de se r ­
ved criticism in the  past  because it too often found itself 
reacting  to issues and even ts  ra th e r  than  helping to 
shape them. By adopting  a procrea tive  role such as in the  
Health  Needs Task Force, and with p roper  leadership,  
medicine can accomplish its  ethical  goals. I t  can d irec t  the 
cu rren ts  and cross cu rren ts  of the  profession and a t  the  
same time be the p rem ier  pa t ien t  advocate . Survival of 
our profession as a highly ethical  one re s t s  not with our 
own in trospec tive  analysis of our worth  bu t  r a th e r  with 
the public’s perception of our motives,  deeds and overall 
value.

The  P ierce  County Health  Needs Task Force  may very 
well become a model to be em ula ted  by o th e r  counties 
and sta te s .  I t  is a projec t  of which we can all be proud.

L C E



Measles Update

PHYSICIANS’ CONTINUED SUPPORT OF 
REPORTING AND CONTROL ESSENTIAL TO 

ERADICATION OF INDIGENOUS MEASLES

Measles  is a highly infectious disease.  Clinically, it p r e ­
sen ts  with a fever of 101 deg rees ,  or g re a te r ,  a cough, 
coryza and conjunctiv i t is  p reced ing  the  rash ,  which p e r ­
sists th ree  or more days. Measles is usually a mild disease, 
but it can be severe .  Complications include otit is  media, 
pneumonia,  encephali t is ,  (1 p e r  1,000 re p o r te d  cases) and 
subacu te  sc leros ing  panencephalit is .  The m or ta l i ty  r a te  
is 1 per  1,000 r e p o r te d  cases with g r e a t e r  incidence in in­
fants and adults  than  in children and adolescents.

Out b reaks  have been predic table,  occuring at two to 
th ree -yea r  in te rvals .  B etw een  1950 and 1959, the  annual 
average  n u m b ers  of re p o r te d  cases w ere  500,000 and 495 
dea th s  in the United  S ta te s .  These  f igures changed d r a ­
matically a f te r  the  l icensure of live m easles  vaccine in 
1963. In the first  48 weeks of 1981 a to ta l  of 2,961 cases 
w ere  re p o r te d  in the  U n ited  S ta te s .  This r e p re s e n t s  a 
78% decrease  from the  13,255 cases r ep o rted  for the  
sam e period in 1980.

As the nu m b er  of m easles  cases continues to decrease ,  
the goal of e l im ina ting  indigenous measles  by October  1, 
1982 becomes an achievable  reality .  Our p re sen t  s t a tu s  is 
the  result  of mobilizing the  national re sou rces  of health  
care  professionals and all levels of governm en t.  This 
effort must continue u n in te r ru p ted  if the  goal is to be 
reached. We m ust  be cautioned aga ins t  complacency 
g en e ra te d  by t h e r e p o r t s o f a “ measles  f ree” 1981.

In 1979, P ierce  County  physicians re p o r te d  360 cases 
of measles .  The  s ta te  re p o r te d  a tota l  of 1,170 cases, the 
h ighes t  incidence of m easles  am ong school age children 
in the  nation. During  one period in tha t  ou tbreak ,  Pierce  
County  re p o r te d  a nu m b er  g r e a t e r  than the  total for the 
re s t  of the  nation. This , no doubt,  accounts for the  o u t­
s tan d in g  su p p o r t  for m easles  control by P ierce  County 
physicians.

B es id es  phys ic ian  r e p o r t in g ,  o t h e r  fac to rs  of 
importance  in m easles  control in P ierce  County  include: 
f . N inety-four P ierce  County  physicians pa r t ic ipa te  in a 

p ro g ram  with  the  heal th  d e p a r tm e n t  to provide vac­
cine to p a t ien ts  for a minimum adm in is t ra t ion  fee. 
Doses d is t r ibu ted :

197 7 ......................................... 22,809 doses
197 8 ......................................... 42,880 doses
197 9 ......................................... 72,851 doses

198 0 .......................................... 64,709 doses
198 1.......................................... 61,365 doses

2. T he  passing  of W ash ing ton  S ta te ' s  m a n d a to ry  immu­
nization law in 1979.

3. P ie rce  County  hospital  and physic ian s u p p o r t  for the 
" in-hospital’' imm uniza tion  educa tion  of m o th e rs  of 
new'borns through the d is tr ibution  of “ABC Baby Pack­
ets ."

4. Im munization  a s se ssm e n t  in day care  and  cooperative  
nu rse ry  schools by public hea l th  n u rs in g s ta f f .

5. Im m unizat ions  given in 20 heal th  d e p a r t m e n t  Well 
Child Clinics located t h rou g h o u t  P ie rce  C ounty .

6. Im m ed ia te  follow-up of all r e p o r t s  of ra sh  illness m eet­
ing the basic m eas les  c r i te r ia .  T his  includes: Search 
for suscep tib le  co n tac ts  and im m uniza t ion  within 72 
hours of exposure ,  ISG lor household con tac ts  under 
12 months ,  exclusion of suscep t ib les  from th e  school 
s e t t in g a n d  o b ta in in g a c u te  and c onvalescen t  t i t e r s  on 
all suspec ted  cases,  all o f  which is d e p e n d e n t  upon 
p r o m p tp h y s i c ia ?! reporting.

T hough m easles  f ree  in 1981, in 1982 P ie rce  C ounty  has 
contirmed two cases of m easles  and has tw o  m ore  in the 
confirmation process.  In te re s t in g ly ,  W ash ing ton  S ta te  
has now' docum en ted  e igh t  m easles  cases a ssoc ia ted  with 
a So u th e rn  Calilornia se rv icem an  who d e p a r t e d  from 
Sea-T ac last D ecem ber  23; six of the  cases r e p o r te d  being 
a t  the  term inal  on the  sam e  even ing .  W ash in g to n  S ta te  
Immunizat ion  P ro g ra m  p e rsonnel  w e re  notified by Cali­
lornia au th o r i t ie s  th a t  the  se rv icem an  was a diagnosed 
case. (See char t  below).

Note  — Fi ve of th e  cases had been vacc ina ted ,  one before 
the  age ol 12 m onths .  In a n o th e r  case  t h e r e  was a 
question abou t  p ro p e r  vaccine handling  and s to rag e .  We 
also know th a t  5%  of the  vaccinees will no t  s e roconver t  
in response  to the  vaccine and suspic ious cases should  not 
be ruled out on the  basis of a sa t is fac to ry  h is to ry  of 
vaccination.

E v e ly n P e te r s o n ,  R.N.,  
H e a l th  D e p a r tm e n t



C o u n ty / L o c a t io n
E x .
S o u r c e A g e

O n s e t
D a t e
R a s h

M e a s l e s
T i t e r
R is e

M X
M D

V acc ine
H i s t o r y

#1 Ca l i fo rn ia
2 Y r .  old 
M ex ico 27 12/23/81 ? 9

#2 K i t s a p
BOQ
B a n g o r ,  W A 30 1/1/82 + ?

#3 P i e r c e S e a -T a c 12 1/5/82 + X < C 1 2  M o n th s

# 4 S n o h o m is h S e a -T a c 37 1/6/82 + •}

#5 S n o h o m is h S e a -T a c 9 1/6/82 + X Y es

#6 K in g S e a -T a c 30 1/11/82 ? ?

#7 P i e r c e C a s e  #3 11 1/19/82 + X Y es

#8 S n o h o m is h C a s e  #5 7 1/26/82 ? X Y es

#9 S e a - T a c S e a -T a c 13 1/6/82 + Y es

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ic a l and A lle rg y  L a b o ra to ry
•  A lle rg e n s  and Vaccines
•  P riva te & N u rs ing  H om e C alls 

T w o  addresses to  Serve You

•  UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL SQUARE 
2603 B r id g e p o rt W ay W est
Tacom a, W ash. 98466 
P hone (206) 564-1565

•  TORQUAY MEDICAL CENTER 
34616 11tn  P lace So.
Federa l W ay, W ash. 98003 
Phone (206) 927-7655

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice
Do You Need?

* Practice C o o rd ina tion
* Personnel T ra in ing
* O rgan iza tion  o f a New O ffic e
* Financial Records M anagem ent
* O n -g o in g  o r S hort-te rm  

A dm in is tra tion

COMPREHENSIVE INDIVIDUALIZED  
SERVICE

D olores Lunstrum  
4109 B ridgeport W ay W est 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
206/564-5600
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EMS Medical Control Update

COMPREHENSIVE TRAUMA PLAN NEEDED  
IN PIERCE COUNTY

T rau m a  rem a in s  a m ajo r  heal th  and social prob lem  in 
the  U ni ted  S ta te s .  In 1980 alone, it accounted  for over  
164,000 dea ths .  H ow ever ,  it was not until  1966 when  th e  
National  A cadem y of Science (NAS) published its now 
classic “W hite  P ap e r" ,  A cc id en ta l  D e a th  and D isa b i l i ty  
— N e g le c te d  Disease  o f  M odern  Socie ty,  t h a t  a t te n t io n  
was focused on th is  problem. The  NAS pap er  outlined the  
basic building blocks and a blueprin t  for the im provem ent 
of t rau m a  care. T hese  a re  still being im plem en ted  today.

As an o u tg ro w th  of this paper,  “The  E m e rg en c y  M edi­
cal Se rv ices  S y s te m  A c t  of 1973” P L  93-154 was passed  
by C ongress  and su b seq u en t ly  am ended  in 1976. A s its  
t i t le  implies, P L  93-154 was in tended  to prov ide  ass is ­
tance  and e n co u rag em en t  for the  dev e lo p m en t  of 
com prehens ive ,  area-wide EMS sys tem s.  In  1979, fund­
ing a t  the  na tiona l  level was not r e n ew e d  and s t a te s  w e re  
req u ired  to pick up th e  cost of sy s tem s  developm en t ,  a 
s t a g e  we a re  a t  today. In W ash ing ton  S ta te  S u b s t i tu te  
S e n a te  Bill 2305, l a te r  am ended  to RCW  18.73, prov ides 
funding for continuation  of EM S sy s tem s  developm ent.

In h e re n t  in E M S sys tem  developm ent is improved  
care for t rau m a  pa tien ts .  As succinctly pu t  by Dr. Donald 
D. T runkey ,  professor  of su rge ry ,  U n ivers i ty  of Califor­
nia, San Francisco ,  “The  goal of the  t r a u m a  sy s te m  is to 
g e t  the  r ig h t  p a t ie n t  to th e  r ig h t  hospital  a t  th e  r ig h t  
time."  T he  a d v en t  of advanced life su p p o r t  (ALS) vans 
and advanced  life su p p o r t  providers ,  field to hospital  
communications and field protocols have done much to 
achieve or improve the  t im e factor. The pa t ie n t  and 
hospital factors,  however,  have for the  m ost  p a r t  r e ­
mained elusive. Two s ta te s ,  Illinois and M ary land ,  a re  
notable  exceptions and the ir  s ta tew id e  sy s tem s  a re  con­
side red  models.

T h e ir  sy s tem s  a re  built  around two types  of c a te g o r ­
ization. The  firs t  — P a t ie n t  or F ie ld  Categorization  — is 
p lacem ent of t r a u m a  p a tien ts  a t  the  scene of in ju ry  into 
one of th ree  ca tegor ies  depending  on the  sev e r i ty  of the  
injuries. The  second — H ospita l  Categorization  — is 
a s se ssm e n t  of capabili ties of hospitals to care  for the 
t rau m a  p a tien t  and the  designation  of t rau m a  c en te rs  
according to these  capabilities.

THE IMPACT ON PATIENT CARE
Before pu rsu ing  fu r th e r  categorizat ion  of hospital 

t raum a facilities, it is im p o r ta n t  to recognize the impact 
t raum a c en te rs  have on the qualify of pa t ien t  care. Fo r  
instance,  Illinois has docum ented  a 15.4% decrease  in 
d ea th s  from highway accidents when com pared  to  i ts  p r e ­
t rau m a  plan im plem entat ion .  T ru n k ey  more recen tly  
evaluated  100 consecutive  t rau m a  d ea th s  in two Cali­
fornia counties, one with and one w ithout  hospital c a te ­
gorization and t rau m a  cen te r  designation. In the  d e a th s  
from the  county without  t rau m a  categorizat ion , one- 
th ird  of the  non-neurologic d ea th s  w ere  considered  
clearly preven tib le ;  t h a t  is, p a t ien ts  received acceptable  
prehospita l  care  and subsequen t ly  died in the hospital

K. Bodily, M.D.

w i th o u t  rece iv in g  def in i t ive  t r e a t m e n t  for  r u p tu re d  
spleens,  l ivers ,  bowel pe rfo ra t io n s ,  e tc .  An addit ional  11 
d e a th s  w ere  felt  to be essen t ia l ly  p rev en t ib le .  In the 
county  w ith  t r a u m a  c e n te r  designat ion ,  th e r e  w ere  no 
clearly  p re v en t ib le  d e a th s  and  only one p o ten t ia l ly  p re ­
ventib le  dea th .  O th e r  s tu d ie s  have show n s im ila r  find­
ings. Clearly,  t r a u m a  c en te r  d es ignat ion  does make a 
difference.

T he  A m erican  College of Su rg e o n s  has published 
guidelines for th e  optim al  care  of t r a u m a  pa tients .  
Appendices  concern ing  specific ty p es  of t r a u m a  have 
also been  developed .  In essence, th ese  gu idelines s t re ss  
the  capabil i t ies  and, m ore  im p o r tan t ly ,  the  com m itm en t  
of facilities to the  pe r fo rm an ce  of specia lized t raum a 
care. Facil i t ies  m ee t in g  the  c r i te r ia  m ay  th en  be 
categorized  into th re e  levels d ep en d in g  on th e i r  commit­
m ent,  pe rsonnel  and physical  re sources .

Differences in the  r e q u i r e m e n ts  for Leve l  I  and Level 
II facilities a re  minimal. T he  m ajo r  d ifference  is the  pro­
fessional and p a rap ro fess iona l  t r a in in g  p ro g ram s  in 
t r a u m a  care  and an  act ive  t r a u m a  r e se a rc h  p ro g ram  in 
L evel  I facilit ies.  This  r e q u i r e m e n t  technica lly  l im its this 
d es ignation  to hosp ita ls  in a u n iv e rs i ty  sy s tem .  I t  is 
r ecom m ended  t h a t  the  Leve l  I facili ty t r e a t  app rox i­
m ate ly  1,000 crit ically in ju red  p a t i e n ts  p e r  y e a r  to  m ain­
tain  proficiency. Level  II  facili ties have  s im ilar  req u ire ­
m en ts  including the  need for 24 hour in-house su rge ry  
and an es th e s ia  coverage.  T he  l a te r  r e q u i r e m e n t  may be 
waived if th e re  is a c o m m itm e n t  for th e se  p e rso n n e l  to be 
physically available  a t  th e  t im e the  p a t i e n t  e n te r s  the 
em ergency  d e p a r tm e n t .  Level  II  facili ties a re  expec ted  
to t r e a t  b e tw ee n  350 and 450 crit ically  in ju red  pa tien ts  
annually. Level  III  facili ties m igh t  be ex p ec te d  to  encom­
pass the  re m a in d e r  of facili ties t r e a t i n g  t r a u m a  pa tients .  
H ow ever ,  such is not the  case as ce r ta in  minimum 
re q u ire m e n ts  m u s t  be m e t  including an  act ive  surgical 
specia lty  call r o s t e r  and a c o m m itm e n t  of those  individ­
uals to p rov ide  quali ty  and t im ely  t r a u m a  care.

THE IMPACT ON FACILITIES

Concern is often e x p re ssed  d u r in g  the  d ev e lo p m en t  of 
local categoriza t ion  and reg ionalizat ion  p lans t h a t  lesser 
level facilit ies will he a d v erse ly  a ffec ted  to th e  benefi t  of 
h igher  level facilities as a r e su l t  of d ivers ion  of pa t ien ts .  
In practice this concern has no t  been borne out. Most t r a u ­
ma p a t ien ts  a re  not crit ically  in ju red  and do not need 
sophis t ica ted  care  from Level I o r  II facilit ies.  In fact, it  is 
e s t im a te d  t h a t  no m ore  than  5-10% of t r a u m a  pa tien ts  
re q u ire  ca tegor iza t ion  and th ese  a re  the  m ult i-system  
in jured  hemodvnam ically  u n s tab le  p a tien ts .

A s tu d y  of t r a u m a  p a t t e rn s  in P ie rc e  C o un ty  has 
indicated t h a t  on th e  a v e ra g e  a p p ro x im a te ly  one p a tien t  
per  day c u r re n t ly  fits th is  in ju ry  p a t t e r n .  I t  h a s  also been 
s t a te d  t h a t  Leve l  III  t r a u m a  c e n te r s  a re  capab le  of s tab il­
izing the  p a tien t ,  d iagnos ing  the  m a jo r i ty  of in ju r ie s  and 
t r e a t in g  a lm o s t  all locom otor in ju r ies  an d  th e  m ajo r i ty  of



visceral injuries.  Clearly, lit tle impact will be felt in 
te rm s  of the  volume of pa t ien ts  seen  in any facility, and 
outcomes (as noted  previously) of the  critically injured 
p a t ie n t  should be significantly enhanced as a resu l t  of a 
comprehensive  t ra u m a  plan.

CURRENT STATUS IN PIERCE COUNTY
W h at then  is the  s ta tu s  of t rau m a  categorization, 

regionalization and t rau m a  cen ter  designation in Pierce 
County? In short ,  a t  p re sen t  there  is none. T here  is no 
field categorization to identify the r igh t  patient.  T here  is 
no hospital categorization, regionalization or t raum a 
cen ter  designation to identify the  r ig h t  hospital for tha t  
pa tient.  The  r igh t  t ime is generally  "as quickly as pos­
sible" and is the only one of the  th ree  “R ’s” in which 
im provem en t  has been made. The ALS vans and ALS 
providers  in this county have made a major impact on the 
pre-hospital care of t rau m a  patients ,  ye t  it provides lit tle 
benefit  if th a t  pa t ien t  is delivered to a facility not optim ­
ally p rep ared  for t rau m a  care.

P ierce  County needs categorization and regionaliza­
tion of t rau m a  care. S teps  tow ard  categorization and reg ­
ionalization a re  being taken by the  Medical Society of 
P ierce  County EMS Committee .  U lt im ate  approval of 
the  criteria  to be used in the  hospital categorization p ro­
cess. in addit ion to the  designation of t raum a cen ters  in 
P ierce  C oun ty , will be made th rough  the Medical Society. 
Suppor t  of health  care  providers  and individual Society 
m em bers  will be requ ired  for such a p rogram  to be effec­
tive. Consider yourse lf  as a critically injured pa tien t  — 
w ha t  would you want?

K e n to n  C. Bodily, M.D.
M em ber,  M SPC EMS Committee  

Chairman, Subcommittee  on 
T raum a Regionalization
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ALCOHOLISM: FRUSTRATION TO RESOLUTION
A  practica l p rogram  fo r  physic ians tha t w ill p rov ide  new  approaches to an ongo ing  d ilem m a. The current treatm ent 
concepts w ill be presented by M A R C  A . SCHCJCKIT, M .D ., an in te rna tiona lly  recognized leader an d  change agent in  the 
fie ld  o f  a lcoholism .

May 5 ,  1 9 8 2  (W ed n e sd a y )  — PU GET S O U N D  H O S P IT A L /C O N F E R E N C E  R O O M
South 36th & Pacific Avenue, Tacom a

1 0 :4 5 W e lc o m e  —  O p e n in g  R e m a rk s C h r is  C . R e y n o ld s ,  M .D . 
P u g e t  S o u n d  H o s p ita l

1 1 :0 0 D IA GNO SIS IN S E L F  D E F E N S E M a r c  A .  S c h u c k i t ,  M .D .

1 2 :0 0 L u n c h  —  C o u r te s y  o f  P u g e t  S o u n d  H o s p ita l

1 :0 0 RECOGNITION: CON FRON TA TIO N & R EFER R A L M a r c  A .  S c h u c k i t ,  M .D .

3 :0 0 B re a k

3 :1 5 LABORATORY FINDINGS IN T H E  ALCOH OLIC R o b e r t  F . K a p e lo w itz ,  M .D .

3 :4 5
to

4 :1 5

RESO L U T IO N  T H R O U G H  LOCAL TR EA TM EN T R E S O U R C E S  B u d  A t k in s ,  M .A .
J a c k ie  B r o ls m a ,  M .N .

Program  P lanning C om m ittee: Chris C. Reynolds, M .D ., Jack ie  B ro lsm a, M .H ., B ud  A tk ins , M .A .

CREDITS: 4  Hours — Category I

AMA

A s an organization accredited fo r continu ing m edical education, the College o f  M edical Education, Inc., certifies tha t this 
offering meets the criteria fo r fo u r hours Category 1 fo r  the Physician Recognition A w a rd  o f  the A m erican  M edical 
A ssocia tion  and fo r the relicensure requirements o f  the M edical Exam iner o f  the State o f W ashington.

A A F P

Accred ited b y  the Am erican A cadem y o f Fam ily  Physicians fo r  fo u r hours Category 1 (Prescribed)
This program  meets the requirements fo r fo u r hours o f  C ontinu ing Education, to w a rd  re-certification o f  Certified  
A lcoho lism  Counselors.

R E G IS T R A T IO N : $25 M e d ica l S o c ie ty  o f P ierce  C o u n ty  M e m be rs  
$35 N on  M SPC P hys ic ians  
$20 H ea lth  Care Personne l 

Paid P re re g is tra tio n  is re q u ire d  be fo re  M ay 1, 1982

Please address a ll re g is tra tio n s , in q u ir ie s  a nd  co rre s p o n d e n c e  to :
M a x in e  B a ile y , E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r
C o lle g e  o f  M e d ic a l E d u c a t io n
705  S o u th  9 th . N o . 2 0 3 , T a c o m a , W A  9 8 4 0 5
(2 06 ) 6 2 7 -7 1 37

N a m e

A d d re s s --------------------------------- City Zip



A RADIOLOGIST’S POINT OF VIEW
M a rc  J. H o m e r , M .D .

After the clinician indicates the examination  he w an ts  
on the x-ray requis it ion, there  are four choices he has 
regarding what  to do about the section of the form 
reserved for clinical information. Th is  space will e ither 
(1) remain  blank. (2) contain incorrect clinical informa­
tion, (3) contain correct clinical information totally 
irrelevant to the examination being requested, or (4) 
contain information that  is appropria te  to the ex am ­
ination ordered.

Having spent the last eight years as a radiologist in 
three different medical centers, seven comm unity  
hospitals,  and four private offices, it is apparen t  lo me 
that  the options chosen do not relate to the se t t ing  of 
e ither academia or private practice. It is a function of the 
individual ra th e r  than  a function of the institution. 
Some physicians view the x-ray requis it ion as an  order lo 
the radiologisl to perform a particular  imaging 
procedure, and the radiologist 's role is to perform the 
examination merely because the clinician orders it. 
Justification for the examination is extraneous.  Other  
physicians view the x-ray requisit ion as a consultation 
form. T h e  examination ordered by the clinician is. in his 
judgement, the most appropria te  to provide the diagnos­
tic information he needs. If the radiologist believes that  
the examination requested is inappropriate, these 
clinicians expect the radiologisl to consult w ith them 
ra the r  than  to proceed as ordered.

Two incidents come to mind. One of our recently 
g raduated residents, now in private practice, re turned 
for a visit and related a story tha t  upset him consider­
ably. He had read a chest roentgenogram that  showed 
the heart  to be much larger than it was on a previous 
examination. Since he recognized certain roentgeno- 
graphic signs tha t  suggested tha t  the enlargement was 
more likely caused by pericardial fluid than  cham ber 
dilation, he ended his descriptive report by recom mend­
ing tha t  echocardiography would be the simplest wav to 
differentiate  between pericardial fluid and cham ber 
enlargement.  T h e  next day an irate  cardiologist came to 
the radiology department.  While th ru s t in g  the typed 
report into the radiologist 's hands, the cardiologist 
proclaimed tha t  the  radiologist’s role w as  to read I he 
chest roentgenogram, not to tell the cardiologist what lo 
order.

T h e  second incident happened to me. A mam m ogram  
tha t  w as ju s t  performed on a woman showed a large 5-cm 
cancer in one breast.  T he  clinical h istory said “routine 
screening." I promptly telephoned the referringclinician

F ro m  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  R a d io lo g y , T u fts -N e w  E n g la n d  M e d ic a l 
C e n te r, B o s to n .

to tell her that her patient had a breast cancer, and added 
that  I was bit surprised t hat the cancer was nol palpable. 
I said that  since the lesion was nonpalpable, a 
preoperative percutaneous localization should be per­
formed to guide the surgeon to the area. She replied that 
of course she had fell the m ass but she did not want  to 
bias my impression by telling me that it was present.

It is sad that such misguided clinicians e x is t . It is sad 
that  these two incidents are not unique.

Most diagnostic radiology teaching programs try to 
t rain I heir residents lo act  as consultants.  This is not an 
optional aspect of performing radiologic studies, but 
ra the r  is considered lo be an integral part  of performing 
them well. T he  residents are taught  that  if the 
radiologist believes tha t  ano ther  modality is more 
advisable, or if the examination is contraindicated for 
any num ber  of reasons, then it is within the radiologist's 
right, in fact it is his responsiblity, nol to proceed with 
the examination but r a th e r  todiscuss th ep a r t ic u la rca se  
wilh the referring physician.

The  recent explosion of diagnostic modalities has been 
unbelievable. It is the rare clinician who can keep up 
with all aspects of the new imaging modalities, their 
indications and their contraindications. T h is  is the 
responsibility of I he radiologist. In fact, so much new 
technology- musl be laugh! that  many radiologists 
believe that the three-year residency program should be 
expanded to four years.

Someday.someone (not me! will analyze a siatislically  
significant group of patients and write an article 
concluding 1 hat there is an astounding w asteo f  t im eand  
money as a direct resull ot noncommunication between 
the radiologisl s and the referringclinician. 1 wonder how 
many patients have had their  hospital stay lengthened 
because a gallium scan could nol be performed after  a 
barium enema was given. I wonder how many computed 
tomographic scans and ultrasound exam inations had lo 
be delayed because other contrast  studies, e ither nol 
indicated or less indicated, were done first.

Jusl I he other clay I read an apical lordotic chesi 
roentgenogram and cervical spine lilms with both 
oblique views. These  were ordered because a patient had 
a hard supraclavicular  mass. T he  hisiory on the 
requisition staled “rule oul cervical rib." Had the 
clinician bolhered lo speak to a radiologist or to look at a 
chest roentgenogram laken one day earlier,  he would 
have seen ihe large left cerv ical rib projecting into rile 
supraclavicular  lossa. Kxamples such as th is  are legion.

The  x-ray requisition should be viewed as a request for 
a consultation ra th e r  than an order. Radiologists need all 
the clinical history available in order to reach sound

(Continued on page  17)
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Brown’s Point
6,000 sq. ft. space ava ilab le

Community Needs: 
Several Pediatricians 

Several Family Practitioners
In f as t -growing B row n  \  Point  C o m m u n i t y  
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Army Medical Department Opportunities

Tbe Army Medical Corps offers 
virtually unlimited opportunities to 
learn, teacb, investigate, practice 
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more in their health care career 
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Army Medical Corps has a lot to 
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preventive medicine, research, admin
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In accordance with the Bylaws o f  the Medical Society o f  Pierce C o u n ty , Chapter Seven, Section A, MEMBERSHIP, 
the following physicians have applied for membership, and notice o f  their application is herewith presented. As outlined 
in the Bylaws, any m em ber who has information o f  a derogatory nature concerning an applicant's moral  or ethical 
conduct,  medical qualifications or other such requisites for  membership, shall assume the responsibility o f  conveying 
tha t  information to  the Credentials Committee or Board of Trustees o f  the society.

F IR S T  NOTICE

H u gh  K . L a n ca ster , M .D ., P a th o lo g y - B o r n  in 
M y r t l e  P o in t ,  O re . ,  10/3/43; U n i v e r s i t y  of W i s ­
co ns in ,  1971; i n t e r n s h i p ,  S a c r e d  H e a r t  M edic a l 
C e n t e r ,  S p o k a n e ,  W A ,  1971-72; r e s id e n c y ,  
S a c r e d  H e a r t  M ed ic a l  C e n t e r ,  1974-78 ( p a t h ­
o logy ' ;  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  l icense . 1975. H a s  ap  
p l ied  for  m e d ic a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p  at A llen  
m o r e  a n d  S t .  J o s e p h  ho s p i ta l s .  D r .  L a n c a s t e r  is 
p r a c t i c i n g  a t  1718 S o u t h  I S t r e e t ,  T a c o m a .  
S p on sors: J u a n  F .  C o r d o v a ,  M .D.,  a n d  R ic h a r d  
T . V im o n t ,  M .D .

J a m e s  V . T a y lo r , M .D ., E m er g en cy  M edicin e.
B o r n  in C e n t i a l  B u t t e .  S a s k a t c h e w a n .  C a n a d a .  
4/17/29; U n i v e r s i t y  of  B.C .,  C a n a d a ,  1954; 
i n t e r n s h i p ,  S t .  P a u l ’s H o s p i ta l ,  1954-55; r e s i ­
d e n c y ,  V a n c o u v e r  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ,  1956-59; 
U n i v e r s i t y  of  W a s h i n g t o n  (fel low, ca rd io lo g y )  
1963-64; W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  l icense , 1961. H a s  
a p p l ie d  for  m e d ic a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  Good

a l le n m o re  
m edica l center

S. 19th and Union 
Suite B-1005 

Tacoma, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre campus adjacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore C om m unity  Hospital. C entra lly 
located; freeway access; ample parking. All 
inclusive rental rates; suite construction  
allowances.

S a m a r i t a n  H o s p i t a l .  D r .  T a y l o r  is p r a c t i c i n g  a t  
G ood S a m a r i t a n  H o sp i ta l .  P u y a l l u p .  S p on sors:  
D on a ld  C. W e b e r ,  M .D . a n d  L e o n a r d  S. A l lo t t ,  
M.D.

S tep h en  S . T ob ias, M .D ., G eneral P ractice . Born 
in N e w  Y o rk ,  NY, 8/29/46; B a y lo r  C o l l eg e  of 
M ed ic in e ,  1974; i n t e r n s h i p ,  M a r y l a n d  G e n e r a l  
H o sp i ta l .  B a l t im ore ,  1974-75; W a sh i n g to n  S t a t e  
license, 1976. H a s  ap p l ied  for  med ic a l s t a f f  m e m ­
b e r s h ip  a t  A l l e n m o r e ,  L a k e w o o d  G e n e r a l  a n d  
T a c o m a  G e n e r a l  h o s p i ta l s .  Dr.  T o b ia s  is p r a c ­
t i c in g  a t  7424 B r i d g e p o r t  W a y ,  T a c o m a .  S p o n ­
sors: G e r h a r t  A. D r u r k e r ,  M.D.  a n d  M a t t h e w  
W h i te .  M.D.

SECOND NOTICE

M oham m ad A . S a e e d , M .D ., P h y s ica l and R e ­
h a b ilita tiv e  M ed icin e . B o rn  in In d ia ,  10/1/45; 
D o w  M ed ic a l  C o l leg e ,  K a r a c h i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  1970; 
in t e r n s h ip ,  D e a c o n e s s  H o sp i ta l ,  D e t r o i t ,  M ic h i ­
gan ,  1973-74; r e s id e n c y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of W a s h ­
in g to n  H o s p i ta l s ,  S e a t t l e ,  W A . ,  1974-77; S t a t e  
ot W a s h i n g t o n  l i cense .  1981. H a s  a p p l i e d  for 
m e d ic a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  A l l e n m o r e ,  
L a k e w o o d  G e n e r a l ,  P u g e t  S o u n d ,  S t .  J o s e p h ,  
a n d  T a c o m a  G e n e r a l  h o s p i ta l s .  D r .  S a e e d  is 
p r a c t i c i n g  a t  1624 S o u t h  I S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  305, 
T a c o m a .  S p o n so rs: D r s .  S u r i n d e r j i t  S in g h  an d  
R ic h a r d  H o f f m e i s t e r .

D a n ie l T . H a y d en , M .D ., F a m ily  P r a c tice . B orn  
in  G r e a t  F a ll s ,  M o n ta n a ,  10/2/18; U n i v e r s i t y  of 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  1959; i n t e r n s h i p .  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
P u b l ic  H e a l th  S e r v i c e ,  S e a t t l e ,  1959-60; S t a t e  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n  l icense ,  1981. H a s  a p p l ie d  for 
m e d ica l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  D o c to r s ,  G ood 
S a m a r i t a n ,  M a r y  B r id g e ,  S t .  J o s e p h  a n d  
T a c o m a  G e n e r a l  h o s p i ta l s .  D r .  H a y d e n  is p r a c ­
t i c in g  a t  301 S o u th  3 2 0 th  S t r e e t ,  F e d e r a l  W a y .  
S p on sors: D r s .  W a r d  C. M i le s  a n d  J o h n  L ig o n .

M ark J e r g e n s , M .D ., E m er g en cy  M ed icin e .
B o rn  in D a y to n ,  Ohio , 8/25/47; U n i v e r s i t y  of 
C in c in n a t i  C o l leg e  of M ed ic in e ,  1973; i n t e r n ­
sh ip .  U C L A ,  1973-74; r e s id e n c y ,  U C L A ,  1974- 
78; S t a t e  of W a s h i n g t o n  li cense ,  1981. H a s  
a p p l ie d  for m e d ica l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  A l l e n ­
m o r e  a n d  S t .  J o s e p h  h o s p i ta l s .  D r .  J e r g e n s  is 
p r a c t i c i n g  a t  S t .  J o s e p h  H o s p i t a l ,  T a c o m a .  
S p o n so rs: D r s .  J a m e s  F u l c h e r  a n d  J a m e s  
B i l lings le y .



WE NEED YOU ON OUR TEAM

D ear Colleague:

As m any  of you know, the  A m erican  Associa t ion  of 
Medical A s s is tan ts  (AAMA) is an educational  o rgan iza ­
tion which enables  i ts  m em b e rs  to increase  th e i r  effec­
t iveness  to the  physic ians and p a t ie n ts  they  serve.  N ext 
y e a r  our local c h a p te r  of A A M A  will c e leb ra te  its 10th 
a n n iv e rsa ry .  F o r  severa l  of those  y e a rs  I have se rved  as 
one of th ree  physician advisors.  Many of you have m em ­
bers  of this  o rganizat ion  work ing  for you in y our  offices 
a lready  and we cer ta in ly  apprec ia te  your  support .

Over  the  past  decade the  P ierce  County  AAM A C h ap ­
t e r  has g rown in its abil i ty  to  reach its  educational  goals, 
bu t  su p p o r t  and e n d o rsem e n t  from the  local medical  com­
m unity  is the  essen tia l  p a r t  of th e  success of th is  o rg a n i ­
zation. M onthly p rogram s,  special w orkshops and sem in ­
a rs  can only se rve  those  who a t ten d .  It is in this capacity 
t h a t  we, as physicians,  can offer assistance.

If we encourage  our employees to pa r t ic ipa te  in the 
act iv it ies  of A A M A  the  benefits  will be ours. Each of us 
can readily  a p p rec ia te  the  value of a good medical assis 
t a n t  and the  medical  a s s i s ta n t  whose knowledge and 
skills keep pace with responsibili ty  will gain enorm ous 
personal  sa tisfaction, fellowship, and a chance to sha re  
and solve common medical  office problems.

Professional g row th  of our medical  a s s i s ta n ts  is an on 
going process which is why m em bersh ip  in AAMA 
becomes so im portan t .  P lease  encourage  your  office s ta ff  
to join th is  organizat ion  and become active  in its affairs.  
W e need you on our team.

Sincere ly  yours,
J a m e s R .  S t i l w e l l  M.D.

JA C K S O N  HALL  
M EDICAL C EN TER

314 So. "K " St.

T acom a , W a s h in g to n  98405 

(206) 627-0031

M E D IC A L  O F F I C E  
S P A C E  A V A IL A B L E

I L o ca te d  be tw een  T aco m a  G enera l 
H o sp ita l and M ary  B rid g e  C h ild re n s  
H o s p ita l w ith  220 ca r P a rk ing  G arage  
all c o n n e c te d  by u n d e rg ro u n d  tu n ­
nel.

U til it ie s  and J a n ito r ia l se rv ices  p ro -

CCS AVAILABLE TO ALL

A p a t i e n t ’s medical  p rob lem s a re  only p a r t  of  a big pic­
tu re  which o f ten  includes em otional ,  family and  re la ted  
diff iculties. T h e  physic ian  in daily c o n tac t  with  people in 
pain finds it helpful to be familiar  w ith  established 
professionals  in o th e r  h u m an  se rv ice  spec ia lt ies .

P ie rce  C oun ty  physic ians r e p o r t  a high d e g re e  of sa t is­
faction and  p ro g re s s  a m o n g  p a t i e n ts  r e fe r r e d  to the 
C h r i s t ia n  C o u n se l in g  S e rv ic e ,  T a c o m a 's  p a s to ra l  
counseling  c en te r ,  loca ted  in th e  F i r s t  U n i ted  Methodist  
Church, 423 South  “K ” S t r e e t  (just sou th  of Tacoma 
Genera l  Hospital) .  C C S ’s r igo rously  t ra in e d  and highly 
qualified s ta ff  have  been he lp ing  people  m ove through 
difficult t im es  for o v e r  a decade.

W h at  is p a s to ra l  counseling? I t  is the  f a s te s t  growing 
link of the  medical heal th  m o v em en t .  In  r e c e n t  consumer 
su rveys ,  “u s e r s ” ranked  th e i r  e x p er ien ces  with pastoral 
counseling facilit ies n e a r  th e  top in com parison  with all 
o th e r  m enta l  heal th  serv ices.  M oreover ,  87%  reported  
th a t  th ey  w ere  helped by pas to ra l  counseling. That 
figure is often 50%  or less with re g a rd  to general 
com m unity  m en ta l  hea l th  offerings.

T he  C hris t ian  Counse ling  Se rv ice  accep ts  clients 
r e g a rd le s s  of race, e thn ic  origin, economic s ta tu s ,  creed 
or religion (approx im ate ly  one th ird  of C C S’s clients have 
no church affiliation*.

F e e s  a re  a r ra n g e d  on a slid ing  scale  on the  basis of 
income and family size. No one is t u rn e d  a w ay  because of 
inability to  pay.

F o r  “ How to R e fe r” l i t e r a tu r e  and addit ional  informa­
tion, call the  C hr is t ian  Counse ling  Serv ice  in Tacoma at 
272-2279, or  have y o u r  p a t ie n ts  call th e  sam e  num ber  to 
a r ra n g e  an in take  in te rv iew .

V ery  t ru ly  yours ,
D a v id  C. Cross
Chris tian Counse ling  Serv ice

INCREASED PHYSICIAN A W A R E N E SS  IN 
REPORTING T R A NSFUSION RELATED 

- HEPATITIS NEEDED

T he  re p o r te d  incidence of h ep a t i t i s  r e la te d  to t ra n s ­
fusion of blood p roduc ts  for 1981 in P ie rce  County  is one 
in five thousand  un its  of don a ted  blood a t  the  Tacoma- 
P ierce  County  Blood Bank. T he  Blood Bank protocol is to 
rem ove all donors  involved in cases of t rans fus ion  associ­
a ted  hepati t is  from the  donor pool. T he  g r e a t e s t  problem 
with pu rg ing  in the  donor pool has been th e  poor r e p o r t ­
ing of t ransfusion a ssoc ia ted  hepati t is .

All r e p o r t in g  of cases of hep a t i t i s  is p roperly  to the 
county  heal th  d e p a r tm e n t .  This is usually  (I am told, 90 
percen t)  by fr iends or family m e m b e rs  concerned  about 
th e i r  own w elfare  re la te d  to c o n tac t  w ith  t h e  patient.  
P e rh a p s  th e re  is a need  for in c reased  physic ian  a w are ­
ness in r ep o rt in g ,  not only for t ran s fu s io n  r e la te d  hepati­
t is  b u t  also o th e r  so-called r e p o r ta b le  d iseases .

The Blood Bank would a p p rec ia te  d i l igen t  application 
of the  re p o r t in g  m echanism  in o rd e r  to d e te r  hepati tis  
c a r r ie r s  Irom being  donors.  In sp i te  of c u r r e n t  tes ting  
m odalities and in te r ro g a t io n  of p ro sp ec t iv e  donors,  we 
m ust  expec t  th a t  hep a t i t is  is st ill  th e  l a rg e s t  epidemio­
logical problem  in t ransfus ion  practice .

R espec tfu lly  su b m itted ,
M. J. Wicks, M.D.
M ed ica l  D ire c to r



WSMAA CONVENTION, 1982-1983 OFFICERS 
ELECTED, AND IT’S FINALLY SPRING!

STATE CONVENTION
The W SMAA S ta te  Convention is to be held in Olympia 

April 27-29. If you a re  planning to a t te n d  please let Nikki 
Crowley know. Rides can be shared  and additional de le­
ga tes  or a l te rn a te  de legates  may be needed. Speakers  a t  
the  convention will include, Ralph Palmen, au th o r  of P ro­

fessionals A t  The ir  B es t ,  who will talk about increasing 
“Your People  Power."  Nancy Evans,  wife of form er 
Governor Dan Evans,  will "Look a t  Y esterday ,"  and 
Lynn Sporm ans will talk about  “The Outer  You." Our 
own Jo  Roller will speak  on leadership.

COMBINED BOARD MEETING
New (1982-1983) and pas t  (1981-1982) board m em bers 

will m eet  on Tuesday,  May 11, a t  10:30 a.m. at the  Tacoma 
Golf and Country  Club. A no-host luncheon will follow the 
meeting. All 1981-82 board m em bers  a re  reminded tha t  
their  annual re p o r t s  a re  due on th a t  day (three copies, 
please). If you are unable to a ttend  please mail your report  
to Nikki Crowley by May 11.

MAY LUNCHEON MEETING -  
“VOGUES AND VITTLES”

The May luncheon meeting,  Friday, May 21,11:30 a.m., 
will be held a t  the  Tacoma Golf and Country  Club. The 
special program , “Vogues and Vit t les” , will feature  his­
torical fashions of W ashington Sta te ,  p resen ted  by the 
S ta te  Capital Museum of Olympia. Guests  are welcome.

MARCH GENERAL LUNCHEON MEETING
The March 19th luncheon m ee ting  was held at the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Vaught (Deva) in Puyallup. The 
luncheon comm ittee  —Joanne  Iverson (chairmanl, Mary 
R inker ,  Cheri  Romig, B a r ry  M ott  and A lb e r ta  
Burrows —get a big "thank  you" for an excellent feast . . .  
high in calories, b u t  good. Com m ittee  m em bers  gave 
reports  on the various activit ies as our year  begins to 
come to an end.

The Finance Com m ittee  made the following recom­
mendations for chari table  contr ibutions: G re a te r  Lakes 
Mental Health  Geriatr ic  Center ,  $300 for perm anen t  
equipm ent for day care; Rape Relief, $500 for brochure 
printing; W omens Suppor t  Shelter ,  $500 for the 
purchase  of a large appliance, such as a re fr ig e ra to r  or 
stove; M ary  Bridge Hospital,  $600 for the purchase  of 
sleeping futons for m others  of hospitalized children; and 
Good Sam ar i tan  Hospital  Rehab Center ,  $360 for re c re ­
ational th e ra p y  m ateria ls .

The  Auxiliary will purchase  for educational purposes a 
video reco rd e r  to be used to show such program s as 
Handicapped A w areness ,  and o th e r  tapes available from 
the  s t a te  and national auxiliaries. The re p o r t  of the

Finance Committee ,  p resen ted  by Chairman Ju ley  
Hoffmeister,  was accepted by Lhe general mem bership .

The program, Financial P lanning for the Eighties ,  was 
p resen ted  by our gues t  speaker  Diane V. Schaak, finan­
cial planner and owner of Comprehensive Financial 
Planning of Bellevue. She sparked  a lot of in te re s t  and 
questions about  financial planning —so much th a t  several 
of the  m em bers  expressed  in te res t  in a workshop on the 
subject,  (see below). M em bers b rought  a d e sse r t  to the 
m eeting  to be purchased by the  m em bers  and to assis t  
with the fundingof the S tuden t  Recognition Program .

FINANCIAL PLANNING WORKSHOP 
FOR MEMBERS AND GUESTS

Diane V. Schaak, financial planner, will presen t  a one 
day workshop for Auxiliary m em bers and guests  on 
Friday, Apri l 30, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. a t  St. Joseph  Hos­
pital. Call Debby M cAlexander for information and a 
reservation . The cost is $40.00. Reservations will only be 
made a t  the time you have paid, no money will be ac­
cepted at the t ime of the workshop. R eservations a re  
limited to 50 persons.

This is the time of y e a r  that  we pay our taxes  and are  in 
a s ta te  of shock (or a re  jus t  recovering from the shock) 
and wish we knew what to do to reduce the amount of 
taxes paid without reducing our income — financial plan­
ning could answ er  that, problem. Diane's workshop will 
be intense, covering a lot of material.  The content  will 
include: Pay ing  yourself first; developing personal 
credit;  know when to borrow; c rea ting  a l te rna te  savings 
plans; planning and overall  budgeting; life insurance, 
term  vs. whole life; medical, dental,  disabili ty, home­
owners and auto insurance; investing, savings bonds, 
mutual funds, real es ta te ,  tax  she l te rs  and commodities; 
e s ta te  planning, wills, t ru s t  funds, effects of joint o w ner­
ship, and gifts to minors.  T here  will be t ime for questions 
and answers.

SLATE PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERS
The following slate  was p resen ted  by Marny Weber,  

chairman of (he Nominating Committee. The s la te  was 
elected by the m em bers at the March general meeting: 

1982-1983 OFFICERS
P r e s id e n t - E le c t ..................................................... Gloria Virak
1st  V.P., P r o g r a m s .................................................Susie  Duffy
2nd V.P., M em bersh ip ...................................Sharon Lawson
3rd V.P., Historian, By-laws......................Cindy Anderson
4th V.P., A r ra n g e m e n ts .....................................Bev Graham
Recording S e c re ta ry ......................................... M art ia  Ohme
Corresponding S e c r e t a r y ................................ Joan  Sullivan
T r e a s u r e r ........................................................ D o t t ieT ru ck ey
Dues T r e a s u r e r ...................................... Mary  W hyte  Lenard

April 1982 15



SOCIETY NEWS BRIEFS Continued

DIAPER RASH 
is not a w ay of life

You can recom m end w ith  confidence 
professional d iaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . E ach m o n th  a ra nd o m  
sa m p le  o f o u r  d ia p e rs  is s u b je c te d  to  e xh a u s tiv e  
s tu d ie s  in a b io c h e m ic a l la b o ra to ry .

• U tm o s t C onven ience . T h a n ks  to  p ic k  u p  and  d e ­
liv e ry  se rv ice , o u r  p ro d u c t co m e s  w he n  yo u  need  it.

• E c o n o m ic a l A ll th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a g a in s t d ia p e r rash co s ts  fa r  less th a n  p a p e r d ia p e rs  
— o n ly  p e n n ie s  m o re  a d a y  than  h o m e -w a sh e d  
d ia p e rs .

C A U T IO N  TO Y O U R  PATIENTS. It is i lle g a l to  d is ­
p ose  o f h um a n  e x c re m e n t in g a rb a g e . M o th e rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r /p la s t ic  d ia p e rs . "D is p o s a b le ” 
is a m isn o m e r.

W a sh ing ton 's  Oldest , M o s t  T rus ted  P ro fe ss io n a l  
D ia p e r  S e rv ic e /S e rv in g  O u r  S e c o n d  G ene ra t ion

CLOVER PARK |
[ REAL ESTATE |

FIRCREST 

ASIAN AM BIANCE 

ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED 

RAMBLER 

(2 0 6 ) 584-2706

s t a tu s  of A s ia n  re fu g e e s  a n d  federa l  funding  for re fugee  
services,  and  th e  cost  of  care.

C o n g re ssm a n  Dicks s t r e s s e d  his su p p o r t  fo r  continued 
funding  of th e  c o m m u n ity  clinics (Eas ts ide ,  Fam ily ,  Sum ­
m er,  and L akewood).  S u b s e q u e n t  to t h e  m ee t in g ,  a legis­
lative  a s s i s t a n t  f rom  th e  c o n g re s s m a n ’s office m e t  with 
MSPC E x ec u t iv e  D ire c to r  Tom  C u rry  a n d  U H I  P ro jec t  
A d m in is t r a to r  F lo re n ce  R e e v e s  to  r e v ie w  specific clinic 
funding issues.

PARKINSON SUPPORT GROUP 
TO HOLD WORKSHOP

T h e  P a rk in so n  S u p p o r t  G roup  of Tacom a will hold a 
workshop  on S a tu rd a y ,  M ay 15, 1982 from  10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. a t  the  P a rk la n d  U ni ted  M e th o d is t  Church, 
12183 " A ” S t re e t .

T he  pu rpose  of th e  w o rkshop  is to  b r in g  to  th e  general 
public and to f r iends and re la t iv e s  of P a rk in so n  patients  
information  and su p p o r t  in dea l ing  w ith  th is  disorder. 
In form ation  will be given by P a rk in so n  p a t i e n ts  and by 
severa l  local physic ians act ive  in th e  t r e a tm e n t  of 
Parkinsonism .

Topics for  th e  W orkshop  include:
l . i ? x e m 's e  — W h a t  k ind and  how much?
2. S p e ec h  — Com munication , a f ru s t ra t io n .
3. D ie t  and m e d ic a t io n — W h a t  and when?
4. S u p p o r t — for the  p a t i e n t  and o th e r s  involved.

A $1.00 donation  is re q u es te d ,  and  a l ight lunch is
p lanned a t  noon. Physic ians ,  p a t ie n ts ,  re la t iv e s  and the 
genera l  public  a r e  invited .  F o r  m o re  information , call Bill 
D e te r in g a t  537-5312.

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An independent pension consulting organization 
providing all the services needed to  design, 
administer and maintain pension and profit 
sharing plans

Our services include:

• Plan Design to meet your specific needs

• Plan Installation assistance to  qualify your plan

• Plan Administration on a continuous basis to  meet 
governmental requirements

• Assistance to clients whose plans are audited

Suite 1616 • Washington Building • Tacoma, Washington 98402 
(206) 572-6663



RADIO LO G ISTS’ POINT  
OF VIEW  Continued
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of r o e n tg e n o -  
g raphic  f indings t h a t  may be non­
specific o r  subtle .  In tep re ta t io n  of a 
ro en tg en o g ram  withou t  knowledge 
of th e  a p p ro p r ia te  clinical informa­
tion can be l ikened to evaluation of a 
p a t ie n t ’s sym ptom s w ithout  know­
ledge of th e  physical findings.

In both  instances,  the  physician's 
skills a re  no t  be ing  used optimally. 
New imaging modalities, as well as 
the  rap id ly  expanding  field of in te r ­
ventional p rocedures,  have t r a n s ­
formed radiology into a specialty 
different th an  it  was a decade ago. 
Close communication be tw een  the 
clinician and radiologist  is even 
more necessary  today to ensure  
optimal p a t ien t  care.

A rtic le  rep rin ted  cou rtesy  of Marc 
J. Homer, MD, and the Journal of 
the A m erican  M edical A ssociation, 
12/4/81, voL 246, no. 22.

Prodata talks about

S P A C IO U S  H ILL TO P  H O M E  o ve rlo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t Bay. F o u r bedroom s, th ree  
baths, th re e  fire p la ce s , re c re a tio n  room , 
sauna, se c lu d e d  acre, $136,500, 9 ’ m% 
a ssum ab le  m ortgage . C o n tra c t Le igh  
H un t. (206) 851-5248.

O pening Soon!

CEDA R  M E D IC A L  CENTER

C o n v e n ie n tly  lo c a te d  at th e  c o rn e r o f 
C eda r and  S o u th  19th  S tre e ts , th is  new  
m e d ic a l b u ild in g  has o n ly  fo u r  ava ilab le  
s u ite s  re m a in in g . S u ite  s izes  fro m  1,000 
to  1,800 sq. ft . B u ild in g  85%  o c c u p ie d  by 
m e d ica l s p e c ia lis ts . F o r m o re  in fo rm a ­
tio n  c a ll: 383-1277.

Number 3 in our "step method” ol computer use is Timesharing We d like to explain an important 
fact about our timeshare semce Did you know you can install an in-office terminal from Prodata 
timeshare on our system, and then expand to own your own computer w ithout changing your sys­
tem0 This means there'll be no wasted time while you wait for your new system to be programmed 
from your old And importantly there are no reprogramming costs or expensive lost time So. ask 
Prodata about "3 our timesharing program that prepares you for computer ownership without a 
system change

Prodata has 4 ways to improve office productivity with computers.

I  Mail-In Service Terminal Input Timesharing YourÔ n
Acumrireb.ensivL- Servicc In-oHic- Or hue Computer.-,

o i'r l i | ji  11 t r  3 n ■ v  11 i r , '  ■': i ; j  II v' 'U ie [ h it n r . J  frrirr, P:
ttt if i-  m p iil 'J! , -. ■ i il'i -  i: n

fin- -
b r in g  ■ ■ n ite r v.i if. I ■  : "  ■ '
"i. j1 ■1 ■' i r '■

U N IV E R S ITY  PLACE PR O FE S S IO N A L  
SQUARE. For ren t o r lease U n ive rs ity  
Place area. 910 sq .ft. su ite . S 480/m onth ; 
965 sq .ft., $ 45 0 /m o n th ; 1175 sq .ft su ite , 
$565 /m on th . Call 565-4444.

SPOKANE
15091 328-4725

■ Tpi.VT n ''',S

SEATTLE
1206) 682-4120

PORTLAND
15031 228-4783

(More onpage 18)

L undstrom
Real Estate Investments

INC. 10015 Lakewood Drive S.W.
Tacoma

“Property is your best 
protection against inflation.” 5 8 4 -2 0 0 0
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©0®©@ol©<s3 Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all Medical Society Members.

M em ber, A m erican  Collectors Association 
M edical/D ental Hospital B ureaus ol A m erica

PSC. is o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B. Rossiter.

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO Box 1213 
Tacom a, WA. 98401

The United States 
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is cu rren tly  accep ting  app lica tions  fo r th e  
fo llow ing  specialties:

General S urgery 
O rthoped ic  S urgery 

O to rh in o la ryn g o lo g y  
N eurosurgery 

R heum ato logy 
O ph tha lm o logy  

A nesthes io logy 
U ro logy  

O b /G yn  
For fu rth e r in fo rm a tion  call: 

C harles P lunke tt or Tom  T h o rn to n  
at 442-1307, o r v is it them  at 4518 

U n ivers ity  W ay NE, Suite  312, 
Seattle, W A 98105 

(o u t-o f-to w n  — call co llec t)
T o u r co n fid e n tia lity  is assured.

[0
A  g r e a t  w a y  o f  l i fe .

C lassified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed  to: G raw in  Publications, 1020 
Lloyd B uilding, 603 Stew art Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inim um  charge. 
C heck m ust accom pany copy.

I A M  A N  R .N . A N D  B IO F E E D B A C K  
T H E R A P IS T , currently  w orking on M.A. 
in psychology . W o u ld  like to  w ork w ith  a 
physic ian  w ho shares my in terest in 
psychosom atic  m ed ic ine . I have my own 
p o rtab le  b io fe ed b a ck  equ ipm en t (EM G  
and te m p era tu re  tra iner) and am  w illing  
to  w ork  flex ib le  hours. C on tac t C olleen  
C am pb ell, 924-0313.

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N T E R  —  S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac., a ir, 
and s to ra g e  (n ea r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C a ll 
752-6336  (M o n .— T h u rs .)  T a co m a .

G R O U P  P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y -  
FA M ILY  P R A C T IC E  A ND  O B /G Y N )— A
m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  p ra c t ic e  in Ta co m a  
seeks e m p lo y m e n t, w ith  p a rtn e rs h ip  
o p p o r tu n ity , o f F a m ily  P ra c tice  and 
O B /G Y N  p h ys ic ia n s . E x c e lle n t b e n e fits  
and c o m p e n s a tio n  — g u a ra n te e  and 
inc e n tiv e . Fo r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll R obe rt 
W ilso n , M .D ., o r D on  R e d d in g to n  (206) 
627-9151. o r  w rite , P.O . B ox 5467, 
T a c o m a , W A  98405.

P H Y S IC IA N S  O F F IC E  FO R R E N T . A va il­
ab le  early sum m er, Port O rchard, W a s h ­
ington . 876-4661,

J A C K S O N  H A LL M E D IC A L  C E N TE R .
S p a ce  a va ila b le  fo r  lease across  fro m  
T a co m a  G e n e ra l H o sp ita l. D es ign  and 
fin is h  to  y o u r  re q u ire m e n ts . V a riab le  lease 
ra te  if des ire d . C a ll 627-0031

W A N T E D  P E D IA T R IC A N , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u lti- 
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in  P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t coverage , b e n e fits  and c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t ye a r g u a ra n te e  and 
in ce n tive s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  serves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e r in a ta l re fe rra l cente r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilitie s . S end  C.V. o r  in q u irie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S krrna r, M .D ., P u g e t S ound  
C lin ic , 3611 S o u th  ''D '' S tree t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8569 o r 206 -272-0486  a fte r hou rs .

D O C TO R ’S O P E R A TIN G  TA B LE . Port­
able. G ood shape. G oes w ithou t patient. 
Call R B D is tributo rs , before  8 a.m  a fter  
7 p.m ., 584-3466.

FO R  R E N T all or part 3200 sq. ft. in 10th & 
K Professional Build ing. G ood parking. 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f ic e  lo c a tio n  C a li 
383-3207.

P H Y S IC IA N  D E S IR E D  fo r evening medi­
cal c lin ic  in Y e lm , W a s h in g to n . Call Dr. 
H ed ges, 1-352-9170 or w rite  2041 Lake- 
m oor D rive S .W ., O lym p ia , W A  98502.

April 1982

E L E C T R O L Y S IS

H ele n e  B la ck , R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M e m be r: W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro ly s is  
Assn. and  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l A ssn.

T ra in e d : K ree In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is , N Y. and W ils h ire  
B lvd . S ch o o l, Los  A n g e le s
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Ask your bookkeeper 
how things have changed

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, youVe got Blue Cross.

#Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane. Tacoma. Yakima, Richland, Wenatchee. Anchorage. Juneau

1 R e g is t e r e d  B iu r -  C ’ o s s  A s s o c ia t i o n
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 South 9th, Suite 203  

Tacoma, Washington 98405

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T IO N  R E Q U E S T E D

BULK RATE
U .S . POSTAGE 

PAID 
TACOMA, WASH. 

PERMIT NO. 605

An added complication... 
in the treatment of bacterial bronchitis

Brl«1 Summary.
Consult Ida package I Ite ra n t#  lo r p ro ic r lb tn j Information. 
In d lca ilo ru  and Usagt: Ccclot' {cefaclor. Lilly Hs indicated 
m me t r e a w t  c-l (he lol'&wirq m ect'on: * *e r  caused by 
jUOcepMDIi; sirami ol the dfiSijruiiK) micio-rgancms 

LOiver respiratory ml&chons including pr-eumcima cau'e fl by 
St'ecliccccirs p i i u r . iV i t  'D 'O 'X rc:-^  'r^v~cr.tis>. 
HaemvpMu: mfiixoiBe. aM S jc*dup A t>eta nr.-moi/iJL
sneotococd:

ApflO&nale C j 1ul6 : r t i  SuVCsjii&ilily MuJiEj ihoulfl ti t  
Dcrlomefl lo determine susceplihiliiy ol lln: caii'.ilivc onanism 
10 C «!cr
C o n lra lr tflc jtfo n : Cecfw is coni^ircic^wcl m oaiienfr. wim 
►/iawn allergy lo Hie ceo^alus&crio QiQ’JO ul antmiotics 
W arning*: in pehiCillin -SEHSiTivc patients, r r  phai. o: porin 
AtlTIBIQTIC'j SHOULD BE ADVINISIERED CAUTIOUSU TMtH£ IS 
C U W l  AliQ LA30RAT0H'f EVi&sNCE 0: PARTtAV CR05> 
ALLERGEHlCll Y OF THE PFHlCll‘JNS AMD I HE CEf-'tAL0SI'0FllN5 
A!,0 THEFt; AflE INSTANCES IN WHICH PATIFUTS HAVE HAO 
P£ACT:0*<S •NCi.I.D fiG AUAPHVLAf'S TO F-OTHOP'Jj C t A i i l i  

Ant<t>lot'C .̂ i»; lurlirng O .lo r. sfinu;3 Wi admimslmrclcatjiiously 
to jny oaticrt *ho nas dcmcnsujiw) s e n t form o! a'lergy 
Mrtic iJar;, im jiugs
Pracaullons: II an ali^igic leaciion io c d ic lo r nccurs me 
fln>3 if,5Li-3M discc‘>i:njefl are) in t Cw»en
should te  treated with appropriate agents, u.g . pressor amines, 
a n M is B rw s  or corKo;le roids 

r^ciijPoc-J use cl « la t lo ; rrd j result m tne ove-o*c*rtti ol 
nansusceMltite oroawsrns Careiui observation ol (he pailern is
S iy jn iia i -I i tK ii 'i i 'c i 'o n  K/.Lr* siLfitQ in?ra[)y aoprocinaie 
rr.tssmes iitiojifi til- Liken 

Positive direct Coombs lusts luvfc been iccortefl during 
re a m n : * itn  the (ephaiDspaiifi ein itiatics lu h t i. a tc i^ c  
studies oi in iransiusipn urj5S-iciatcfii&j piocsdmcs when 
snixjIoDul r  tests jre performed an iJi? minor 5'Cs u  in Coorb 
I ' j i l i r i j  ol nc*tioms usss t mocr>eir. h3»e recei.'c-flctptiaiuiponn 
an iiljioiicr= Ixilore iwriurlllnr. it should tie iccogniiied that a 
CO'.Hni Cy.T.fis lest nay M  i - t  ts ffs'Jrufl 

Ccclor stauM w  aammsteteti wun c iu tu n  m rhe prc-scrce 
ol m-ifksflly impaired renal luncl;on Under such a condition 
cst^fu' c iim .iio t.'v ’ rvatic-r. is /l la&ciaiory sijJ ics  sn&uld be 
maile i- ic W A  sale rlosaixi may b t lower man inai usually

nerrtw)

Some ampicillin-resistant strains ot 
Haemophilus Influenzae—a recognized  
com plication of bacterial bronchitis*—are  
sensitive to treatm ent with Ceclor.’ 6

In clinical trials, patients with bacteria l bronchitis 
due to susceptible strains of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae, H. Influenzae, S. pyogenes 
(group A beta-hemolytic streptococci}, or multiple 
organisms achieved a satisfactory clinical 
response with Ceclor.7

H )X ’se<isiii»tr  reasons nave Been reported tt» about 1 5 
percent ol patients arw includD mortiillitOfm eruptions 0  in 100). 
Pruritus urticaria a i» posrtlve Coomos tesis each occwr in less 
than \  m 200 patients CasesoT serurn-sic^ncss-iike leactions 
lerythema muliiforme or tt«  above shin manlfeslations accompanied 
by antiritiSf'arvh'aiflia o r j  trscuenUy. te«<! ha rt K e n  reponed 
These reactions are api.iaier.ily flue to nypersonsnivity and hart 
usually occurred luring or lo!lo*incr a second course o l therapy 
* itn C e c 'c r! ;c«tacian Such reactions have been leooflsd nwis 
tiflflueniiy in children than in adults Signs and syirpioms usually 
occur a left days alter Imuailon at inerapy and subside within a 
te *  Q3>5 alter cessailon si therapy No serious sequelae have 
Men repoled Anll/ilstamlnas and corticosteroids appear to 
cohsnce reso'utior ol me s^ndroTig 

Casus ol anaphylaxis have been repoued, hall o) which have 
occurred in patients with a history ol penicillin allergy 

Owe; s itecis consioeied related lo therapy included 
rrDsinopnilia\) in 50 paucm siandgenlia lp iu rllus oi vojlm lls 
■'less than l m TOO patents!

Causa! PeHlionsltifi i te / f j i f l - T ra n s i io r y  adnojmalitl&s in 
clmlcal ladatalory lest results have Ocen reported Although 
inej wcie ct ur<ertam etiology, they are listed below to sen t 
as alerting information lor the physician 

W sw jfc -S iig n i elevations m SGOT. SGPT. or alkaline 
Cihosjhaiase values n  in 40)

M effliJW rfirrc-T iansiem  riuclualions in leukocyte count, 
predomlnanity Ijmc’tnxytosis occurring m mlants and young 
children 11 in JO)

Renal -  Sliflhl elevations in 8UN or serum ciaallnlnc (less 
than 1 m 500i m aBrrerrui urmatysis Hess than 1 in 200).  _ iTcoapini
•Many autnnriiies aiuitjute acute infectious eiacer&aiion ol 
chrom: bronchitis lo eiiiier S pneumoniae or H i t i t m t a e '1

'It oi jdTnmsnaii'in ot (jeci&r 
m tho urine may occi 

"vCiDi'G srfl FeM-ng s s o iji ons .sM j i:

iltlVf

n ic s f lillc -ts  tiui nol i 
I Ijrrip iJSP. LiHyi 
I &  ••• P 'r ry u i K , - l -

it Tes lace’  iGiucost* f.n:ym;iiir.

ji>3^ r .jW -t lr> j'r r ;  or an iiliitility  
ludros lii mice <irid rats 

V',‘ jiT i.n  h'jri3.T doso or in Itrre ti ■rfoawi, rr<4 satejyoi iwj 
s rsol «5Mlili5hetl Tna:rt 'hOj'J &

i  inl.jn

D 3 IW ; ir»d " L
1 'ri*.

Ar. Miirt or

cefaclor
iWotics. tn litis. mclwilriD 
;  CQ'rM h33 t/;en lEK-rted 

f.fiJOl
Pulvules*. 250 and 500 mg

A dd it io na l in fo rm a tio n  ava ilab le lo  
the p ro fe ss io n  on request Iro m  
f u  L illy  a n d  Company. 
In d ian ap o lis . Indiana 46285.
E ll L i l ly  In d u s lf ie v  Inc.
C a ro lina. P u n r lo  R ico  00 63 0
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Hon Poorman-Dougla s 
can help you cure 

an occluded cash flow.
For two decades, Poorman- 
Douglas has been helping good 
doctors become good business­
men.

The automated medical ac­
counting systems we offer can 
let you check on the financial 
health of your practice as closely 
as you look after the physical 
health of your patients. Just as 
they have for some 1,600 physi­
cians throughout the Northwest.

W hat’s more, Poorman- i  
Douglas is the only Northwest ^  
company to offer all three 
categories of automated medical 
accounting products. So we’re 
singularly qualified to prescribe, 
objectively, the appropriate sys­
tem for your practice.

Option #1:
Service Center Processing.
You get the benefit of com­

puterized billing, insurance 
claims and patient records, with 
no outlay for equipment.
All data is processed 
by Poorman-Douglas 
at our nearest ser­
vice center. We’ll 
even stuff and mail 
statements. So your 
billing is timely, professional 
and worry-free, and you get 
complete information on re­
ceivables and doctor production.

For many practices, full-service 
processing remains the best, 
most economical system .

Option #2:
The In-House Computer.

Large or high-volume prac­
tices often need their own com­
puter. The Poorman-Douglas 
MED 990 is the best we’ve seen; 
we designed it to be. The MED 

990 combines cost-effective­
ness with a powerful 

set of features aimed 
directly for medical 
offices. A complete 
interactive medical 
information system, 

it can smooth sched­
uling and billing, improve 

cash flow and upgrade patient 
records, while helping maintain 

internal control.

%

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seattle: 220 W. Harrison (206) 283-9781 
Portland: 1325 S.W. Custc r(503)  245-5555 

Kugenc: l i t )  McKinley (503) 686-1871

Option #3:
On-Line Processing.

The third option for automat­
ing your record-keeping is on­
line processing, our newest pro­
duct. Your Poorman-Douglas 
terminal gives you a window for 
entering data and inquiring 
about patient accounts. Add an 
optional printer and produce ac­
count printouts on demand in 
your own office, or let Poorman- 
Douglas handle it all for you. 
Either way, you have quick ac­
cess to a powerful medical in­
formation system without the 
investment 
of own­
ing 
one.

One of 
these Poorman-Douglas 
systems is the business partner 
your practice needs. The first 
step toward choosing among 
them is to send for our bro­
chure. Better yet, call for a 
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation by a Poorman-Douglas 
specialist.

r n  Please send me more information on your ” "1 
medical accounting systems.

D  Please contact me for a consultation at my 
office.

Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

City_______________State Zip_______

Phone (_
Mail to: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 

1325 S.W. Custer Dr. 
j Portland, Oregon 97219 .J
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C OVER
T a c o m a 's  O ld  C ity  H a ll. P h o to  c o u r te s y  o f 
th e  la te  Dr. F red S c h w in d .

S ta ff
E d i t o r ........................... D a v id  S . H o p k in s ,  M .D ,
M a n a g in g  E d i t o r   T h o m a s  J .  C u r r y

E d i to r ia l
C o m m i t t e e .............W . B e n  B la c k e t t ,  M .D . ,

S ta n le y  W . T u e l l .  M .D .

1982 O F F IC E R S

P r e s id e n t ...................................L lo y d  C E lm er, fvl D
P re s id e n t-E le c t .......................R o b e r l E Lane, M D
V ice  P re s id e n t  B ru c e  D B u c h a n a n , M D
S e c re ta ry -T re a s u re r  . , .  M y ra  S V o ze n ile k , M D
Past P re s id e n t  G e o rg e  A T a n b a ra , M D
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  ..................... T h o m a s  J C u rry

T R U S T E E S

Richard G. Bowe, M.D. (82)
W alter M. A rthur, M.D. (82)
Juan F. Cordova, M.D. (82)

Dale L. Hirz, M.D. (82)
Robert F. Kapelowitz, M.D. (83)

Gordon R. K latt, M.D. (83)
G ilbert J. Roller. M.D (83)

Marlene Arthur

Elecled MSPC officers and trnslees snrve ■' dc-leqntns io 
thr.. WSMA H'. , . of Delegates

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR M E N
Budget and F in a n c e .................Myra S. Vozenilek, M.D.
C o m m u n ica tio n s ...................... Jacob J. Kornberg, M.O.
Credentials ....................................... Donald H. M ott, M.D.
Editoria l ......................................... David S. Hopkins, M.D.
Emergency Medical

Services S ta n d a rd s ................D. Terry Kendrick, M.D.
Ethics .................................................. James F. Early, M.D.
G rievance .....................................George A. Tanbara, M.D.
Professional R e la tio n s ............W illiam  A. McPhee, M.D.
In te rp ro fe ss io n a l............................ Herman S. Judd, M.D.
L eg is la tive .....................................James D. Krueger, M.D.
L ib ra ry ................................................Juan F. Cordova, M.D.
Medical E d u c a tio n ..................K. David McCowen, M.D.
M edica l-Legal..................................W. Ben Blackett. M.D.
Medical Society-TACC Jo int Health

Issues .....................................W illiam  B. Jackson, M.D.
Program and Entertainm ent . Bruce D. Buchanan, M.D.
Public Health/School H e a lth  David Sparling, M.D.
Senior C it iz e n ............................ Edwin J. Fairbourn, M.D.
Sports M e d ic in e .........................S tanley A. Mueller, M.D.
T e l-M e d ............................................Anthony S. Lazar, M.D.
UHI Q uality Assurance  Richard Robinson, M.D.

A su m m ary  of Medical Society,  an d  local m edical  an d  hea l th  new s

MEDICAL SOCIETY REFERRAL SERVICE STUDIED
The E xecutive  Com mittee  reviewed the s ta tu s  of the  Society's  R efer­

ral Service  a t  its April meeting. Over a four week period all calls to the 
Medical Society office seeking an appoin tm ent with a physician were 
tabu la ted  with the  following results :

1. A v erage  daily num ber  of calls: 23_
2. P e rcen tag e  of calls from pa tien ts  with insurance or abil ity to pay 

full fee: 48%
3. P e rcen tag e  of calls from patien ts  on Medicaid: 20%
4. P e rcen tag e  of calls from patien ts  on Medicare:  4%
5. Pe rcen tag e  of calls from patien ts  without insurance and seeking 

lowered or no fee care: 22%
6. P e rcen tag e  of calls re fe rred  to health d e p a r tm e n t  clinics: 9%

COUNTY EXECUTIVE FORMS EMS TASK FORCE
County Executive  Booth Gardner  has established an emergency 

medical services task  force a t  the urging of the  Medical Society and EMS 
Council to evaluate  means of improving the local EMS system, with 
specific emphasis on funding and identification of responsibili t ies for 
fu ture  EMS sys tem  m anagement.

Task force m em bers  are: Chairman Donald Cohen, professor of 
medical  law a t  UPS Law School; Ned Shera,  p residen t  of Schwarz and 
Shera; Shirley Payne, City of Tacoma planning staff; Carol Paas,  Weyer- 
hauser  Company; Lewis Noel, Sum ner  mayor; Wesley Janke, re ti red  
fire commissioner; Glen Graves, president  of Graves & Associates; 
Sandi Stevens ,  d irec to r  of research  and development,  Pacific L utheran  
University;  and Grace Brooks, director, YWCA. Task force staff assis­
tance  will be provided by the Medical Society and David Vance, adminis­
t r a to r  of the  Society's  Medical Control Project.

The task force held its initial meeting  on May 12. Sep tem b er  is the 
ta rg e t  da te  for completion of the task force's work.

EMS MEDICAL CONTROL UPDATE . . .
The  Medical Society EMS Committee, Medical Control Project ,  and 

the P ierce  County EMS Council have taken  a number of s teps  recently  
to fu r th e r  medical control and establish policy re la tive  to EMS services. 
The Society's  comm ittee  has established revised cardiac protocols and 
cardiac stand ing  orders  for paramedics in the  field. Draft  environmental 
and t raum a protocols and stand ing  o rders  a re  being reviewed.

Policy concerning the relationship between Advanced Life Support  
(ALS) units and private  physicians has been established and approved 
by the Society and EMS Council. Im plem ented  May 1, the policy is 
reproduced  on page 6.

NEW HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
TO MEET IN OCTOBER

The S ta te  Medical Association’s policy making House of Delegates 
will hold its annual m eeting  in Yakima on October 7-10. The deadline for 
submission of resolutions for inclusion in the de legates '  handbook is 
early  July. MSPC m em bers  in te res ted  in subm itt ing  resolutions a re  
urged to contact MSPC officers and t ru s tee s  (officers and t ru s tee s  serve 
as official de legates  to the annual meeting).

(Continued on page 131
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YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

aBADtORftCE OFTOCOMfl #1 jn radio

paging. Your own personal beeper 
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose. 3 8 3 - P A G E

ANSWERING 
R —^ N  SERVICE n o r th w e s t  . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . r - - 7r \  r \ r r n  
or both, 24 hours a day. O  ( ^ ~ ^ O D U

LIFELINE Emergency
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, o q q  o o Q O
24 hours a day. %j O O - O ^ O vJ

a l le n m o re  
m e d ic a l  c e n te r

S. 19th and U nion 
Suite  B-1005 

Tacom a, W ash ing ton 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus ad jacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore  C om m un ity  H ospita l. C en tra lly  
located; freew ay access; am ple park ing . All 
inc lus ive  rental rates; su ite  construc tion  
a llowances.

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an  & T o yn b ee  can p ro v id e  you 
w ith  a fu ll range  o f in s u ra n c e  co ve ra g e  to  m eet 
a ll o f y o u r p e rso n a l and  p ro fe s s io n a l n ee d s  — 
p e n s io n s , e m p lo y e e  b e n e fits , l ife  and  d is a b ility  
in s u ra n ce , p ro p e rty  and  c a s u a lty  in su ra n ce .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  B R O K E R S

705 S o u th  N in th , T a co m a  W A  98405 / 627-7183

B ob  S izer M a rge  Jo h n s o n , C PCU
D oug  D yckm an , J r. B D enn is  S c h m id t, C LU
Jo hn  T o yn b ee  P. K a th y  W a rd lo w
W ayne  T h ro n s o n  B ob  C leave land
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Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 
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Appra isa ls  
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UNORGANIZED MEDICINE - The Alternative

"E very  m an owes part  o f  his t ime and m o n ey  to the 
business or industry  in which he is engaged. N o  man  
has the moral right to w ithhold  his support  f ro m  an 
organization that is s tr iv ing  to improve conditions  
within  his sphere ."  — Theodore R ooseve lt

The AMA as a professional organization functions on 
numerous im portan t  levels. Over 15% of its budget is 
spent  on medical education. Mem bership  information 
d raws nearly 40% and 17% is spent  on speaking for the 
profession. Socio-economic policy and medical practice 
requires  nearly 8% , and the list goes on. But to me, the 
most im portan t  function of the AMA is its role as a 
po ten t  and re sp ec ted  voice in the  nation’s capital, 
speaking out for individual physicians from Topeka, 
Kansas, to Tacoma, Washington.

Now more than  ever  we need the American Medical 
Association. In an era of deregulation, medicine finds 
itself precariously placed as the possible exception to 
the rule.  I t  is faced with the paradox of a conservative  
governm en t  th a t  advocates  a new federalism and less 
governm en t  in te rference  while a t  the  same time propo­
sing legislation th a t  would fu r th e r  encum ber  the 
medical profession with more governm ent  rules,  regu la­
tions and control. In fact, knowledgeable individuals 
have speculated  th a t  the  1980’s may be the  decade of 
vast ly  increased g o ve rnm en t  control of medicine.

The m any commendable  aspects  of the  adm in is t ra ­
tion’s so-called “pro-competition bill" carry  with them

the s ta rk  reality  of increasing governm ent  interference. 
If  Medicaid should become federalized, one more large 
sec tor  of the population will come under W ashington 's  
umbrella. Many o ther  major issues — such as cost 
containment,  PSRO, and health planning legislation, to 
name a few — face the  medical profession and are  being 
addressed  by Congress and the administration.

Who speaks at the national level for you and me? 
Who can m us ter  the  a tten tion  and demand the respec t  
of sena to rs  and bureaucrats?  Who has its finger on the 
pulse of A m erica’s physicians and has the mechanisms 
to re lay th a t  data  to the national media and government 
hierarchy?

The answ er  to all of the  above, of course, is the AMA, 
and we  are  the AMA.

It is incredible th a t  50% of America 's  physicians are 
willing to sit back and let the o ther half be the par tic i­
pants .  How can so many physicians casually accept all of 
the  benefits , direct and indirect., th a t  the AM A provides, 
and silently allow the rest, to pay the freight?

The time has come for every  physician to examine his 
own conscience and decide w he ther  he is willing to 
accept the  responsibili ty to his profession, his col­
leagues, and ultimately to himself, or  w he ther  he shall 
forfeit his duty and privilege to become a m em ber of the 
American Medical Association.

-  L C E



POLICY ESTABLISHED TO DEFINE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN ALS UNITS AND PRIVATE PHYSICIANS

Following severa l  m on ths  of de libera t ion ,  t h e  Medical 
Socie ty’s E M S C om m it tee  recom m en d ed  a policy s t a t e ­
m e n t  ad d re ss in g  th e  s i tua t ions  which often  develop 
when  A dvanced  Life S u p p o r t  (ALS) un its  re sp o n d  to 
calls for a ss is tance  lor p a t ie n ts  under  the  c oncurren t  
care  of p r iv a te  physicans. T he  recom m ended  policy was 
approved  by the  Medical Society 's  Board of T r u s te e s  and 
the  P ie rce  County  E M S Council a t  th e i r  re sp ec t iv e  April 
m ee t ings .  M em b er  com m ent  on th e  policy is invited.

T he  policy is:
PU R PO SE: To provide m ax im um  benefi t  for p a t ien ts  
un d e r  th e  care  of a p r iv a te  physician.

T he  p a t ie n t  will have th e  benefi t  of knowledge  of his or 
her  pe rsonal  physician concerning the  physical condi­
tions p re se n t  and prev ious h is tory  of findings; the  
p a t ie n t  will also have the  benefit  of the  base  hospital  
p h y s ic ia n  in case  th e  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic ia n  c a n ’t be 
im m edia te ly  con tac ted  or should th e  p a t ie n t 's  condition 
de te r io ra te .
PRO CEDURE;

1. T he  Advanced  Life S u p p o r t  (ALS) unit  will be p ro ­
vided by the  d ispa tch ing  agency with the nam e and the 
te lephone  nu m b er  of the  physician. The  physic ian will 
r em a in  available  for r e p o r t  by th e  ALS unit.  If the  
p r iv a te  physician wishes the  re p o r t  may be d e fe r red  to 
th e  base  hospital.

2. In  th e  ev en t  th e  p r iv a te  A L S unit  cannot  im m ed ­
ia te ly  con tact  th e  physician by telephone, the  base 
hospital  will receive th e  p a t ie n t  r e p o r t  and provide 
directions.  A ssum ing  the p r iv a te  physician is not p re sen t  
or in d irec t  voice con tac t  w ith the  A L S team , and should 
th e re  be some unexpec ted  serious d evelopm en t  while 
e n ro u te  to the  hospital,  the  ALS team  will con tact  their  
base  hospital  by radio  for instruct ions,  adv is ing  th e  base 
hospital  and then  complying with the  ins truct ions  of the  
base  hospital  physician. The p r iv a te  physician m u s t  be 
notified of any change in the  p a t ie n t  rece iv ing facility.

3. W hen  the  p a t ien t 's  p r iv a te  physician is p re se n t  and 
has identif ied himself upon arriva l  of the  A L S team, the  
ALS team  will comply with  the  p r iv a te  physician's  
in s t ruc t ions  and the  base hospital will be contacted  for 
re p o r t in g  and e s t im a te d  t ime of a rr iva l  to the  hospital.  If 
o rd e rs  a re  given which a re  inconsis tent  with es tab lished  
protocol, clearance m ust  be obtained th rough  the  base 
hospital  physician.

In genera l,  the  physician who has th e  most e x p e r t is e  in 
the  m an a g em e n t  of th e  em ergency  should exerc ise  con­
trol. The physician a t  the scene may: (1) R eques t  to talk  
d irec tly  to the  base hospital physician to offer advice and 
assistance; (2) Offer a ss is tance  with a n o th e r  pair of eyes, 
hands or suggest ions,  bu t  let  the  ALS team  rem a in  under  
base hospital physician control; o r  (3) The  physician may 
t ak e  to ta l  responsib i li ty  for the p a t ie n t  w ith the  concur­
rence  of the  base  hospital  physician.

4. In those  p a t ien ts  who a re  crit ically or seriously ill, 
e i th e r  a t  the  init iation of the  t r a n s p o r t  or du r ing  t r a n s ­
port ,  and who a re  scheduled  to be a d i rec t  admission to 
the  hospital,  if is expected  that, one of the following cri- 
t ie r ia  will be  met:

(a) The  p r iva te  physician will be w ai t ing  a t  the

re ce iv in g  facili ty for ongoing  c a re  of th e  pa tien t,
(b) T h e  p a t i e n t  will go d i rec t ly  to the  hospital 
e m e rg en c y  d e p a r t m e n t  for im m e d ia te  care  and 
s tab il iza tion  un til  th e  p a t i e n t ’s p r iv a te  physician is 
con tacted .

If th e  rece iv ing  hospital  has no em e rg en c y  d e p a r tm e n t  
and  none of the  above  c r i t ie r ia  a re  m et,  it  is considered  to 
be in th e  p a t i e n t ’s b e s t  in te r e s t  to  be t r a n s p o r te d  to the 
n e a r e s t  a p p ro v ed  e m e rg e n c y  d e p a r t m e n t  appropria te  
for the  p a t i e n t ’s condit ion.

A p a ram ed ic  iden tif icat ion  card  outlin ing  options of 
invo lvem en t  for physic ians who m ay  be p re se n t  a t  the 
scene  of an A d v an ced  Life S u p p o r t  (ALS) response  has 
been  a p p ro v ed  by the  E M S Council  and Medical Society. 
T he  card  is in ten d ed  to clarify responsib i li t ies  and 
op tions physic ians a t  the  scene  m ay  wish to consider. The 
card  was im p lem en ted  May 1.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFER OF ASSISTANCE

This ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT team  is opera­
ting under W ashington law and policy estab­
lished jointly by the  M edica l Society o f Pierce 
County and the Pierce C ounty EMS Council. The 
ALS team  is functioning under the  com m and of 
the base hospital physician. If you wish to  assist 
please see other side for options.

ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
Pierce C ounty

In general, the physician w ho has the  most 
expertise in the m anagem en t o f the  em ergency 
should take  control. This is usually the  base hospi­
tal physician. You may: (1) Request to  talk directly 
to  the base hospital physician to  o ffe r your 
adv ice  and assistance: (2) O ffer your assistance 
w ith another pair o f eyes, hands, or suggestions, 
but let the ALS team  remain under base hospital 
physician control: or (3) If you have an area of 
special expertise for the  patien t's problem  you 
m ay take  to ta l responsibility, if de le g a te d  by the 
base hospital physician, and  a cco m pa ny  the 
pa tien t to  the hospital.



MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION

for the New — 
or established 

practice
Do You Need?

* Practice C o o rd in a tio n
* Personnel T ra in ing
* O rgan iza tion  o f a New  O ffic e
* Financial Records M anagem ent
* O n -g o in g  o r S hort-te rm  

A dm in is tra tion

COMPREHENSIVE INDIVIDUALIZED 
SERVICE

D olores Lunstrum  

4109 B ridgeport W ay West 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
206/564-5600

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recom m end  w ith  confidence 
pro fessiona l d iaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o n th  a random  
sam ple  o f o u r  d ia p e rs  is s u b je c te d  to  e xhaus tive  
s tud ies  in a b io c h e m ic a l la b o ra to ry .

• U tm o s t C onvenience. Thanks to  p ick  up  and  d e ­
live ry  se rv ice , o u r p ro d u c t com es w hen  you  need it.

■ E c o n o m ic a l. All th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a ga in s t d ia p e r rash co s ts  fa r  less than  paper d iape rs  
— o n ly  penn ies  m ore  a day than  h om e-w ashed  
d iapers.

C A U TIO N  TO YO U R  PATIENTS. It is ille g a l to  d is ­
pose o f hum an e xc re m e n t in garbage. M o the rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iape rs . "D isp o sa b le "  
is a m isnom er.

Tacoma
383-1234

S e a ttle
6 3 4 -B A B Y

W ash ing ton 's  Oldest . M os t  Trusted  P ro fess io na l  
D ia p e r  S e rv ice /S erv ing  O u r  S e c o nd  Genera t io n

CLOVER PARK
REAL ESTATE

FIRCREST 

ASIAN AMBIANCE 

ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED 

RAMBLER 

(206) 584-2700

r  The United States 
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is c u rre n tly  a cce p tin g  a p p lica tio n s  fo r  the  
fo llo w in g  spec ia lties :

G enera l S u rge ry  
O rth o p e d ic  S u rg e ry  

O to rh in o la ry n g o lo g y  
N e u ro su rg e ry  

R h eu m a to lo gy  
O p h th a lm o lo g y  

A n e s th e s io lo g y  
U ro lo g y  

O b /G yn  
For fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n  call: 

C harles  P lu nke tt o r T om  T h o rn to n  
at 442-1307, o'r v is it them  at 4518 

U n ive rs ity  W ay NE, S u ite  312, 
S eattle , W A 98105 

(o u t-o f-to w n  — call co lle c t)

T o u r c o n fid e n tia lity  is assured.

m o n ie s
A  g r e a t  w a y  o f  life

£ >
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If you’ve never
recommended
a specific brand 
of aspirin before,
now’s the time 

to start!
Better tolerated than 

regular aspirin

Now, by m eans of a unique water-soluble cellu­
lose coating, Improved Bayer® Aspirin provides

oro-pharyngo-esophageal protection for your 
patients. Furthermore, in a recent shortterm use 
study, perceived stom ach upset was shown to be 
no greater than seen with placebo.1
This patented coating is not  enteric in nature, 
so it is not affected by pH. And the film does not 
affect absorption or bioavailability. W hat it does 
is to stay intact just long enough for tablets to 
reach the stom ach. Disintegration in the buccal 
cavity, pharynx and  eso p h ag u s is avoided— 
easin g  swallow ing an d  m inim izing aspirin



taste, aftertaste and burning in the th roat Once 
ta b le ts  re a c h  th e  s to m a c h , they  d isso lve 
quickly and completely—producing the sam e 
aspirin and salicylate blood levels as regular 
aspirin.2

Protective effect demonstrated 
in multi-center study1
In a double-blind, multi-center clinical study,1 
involving 907 subjects, Improved Bayer Aspirin 
was shown significantly superior to regular 
aspirin in avoiding aspirin taste, aftertaste, dis­
solution of tablets in the m outh and burning in 
the throat

As well 
tolerated as 
placebo
W h a t’s m o re , fo r 
short term use when 
c o m p a re d  to  b o th  
c o a t e d  a n d  u n ­
coated placebo tab­
lets, Improved Bayer 
Aspirin show ed no 
significant differ­
ence in subjective 
complaints of stom­
ach. upset- as shown 
in the chart

Better patient compliance
With its low incidence of subjective complaints 
and  high degree  of accep tance , Im proved 
Bayer Aspirin can  help assu re  the  kind of 
patient compliance needed for successful sali­
cylate therapy.

Now, more than ever—Bayer is 
the name to specify
To be sure your patients get all the benefits of 
Improved Bayer Aspirin, be sure to specify the 
n a m e  Bayer, w henever you re c o m m e n d

aspirin. Now, m ore 
t h a n  ever ,  it c a n  
m ake an im portant 
difference.

References:
1. Soller, R. W. and Baretz,
D .B .: M e th y lc e l lu lo s e  
F ilm  Coating of Tablets as 
an Im p ro v e d  D e liv e ry  
System for Aspirin (to be 
published).
2. Soller, R. W.: Bioavaila­
b ility  of Im proved Bayer 
Aspirin (on file, The Bayer 
Company).

The Bayer Com pany 
G lenbrook Laboratories 
A D ivision of Sterling Drug Inc. 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10016

S u b je c tiv e  e v a lu a tio n s — avera g e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  c o m p la in ts  
fo llo w in g  e ach  o f th re e  6 5 0  m g  dose s  o f Im p ro v e d  B ayer 
A sp irin , p la ce b o  a n d  co a te d  p la c e b o — given  fo u r  hou rs  a p a rt' 

Symptom &  Improved
Time of Bayer Coated
Administration* Aspirin Placebo Placebo

Burnina in Throat
5 min. 6% 5% 5%

20 min. 8% 7% 8%
50 min. 6% 5 % 5%

Stom ach Upset
5 min. 2% 4% 2%

20 min. 6% 8% 5%
50 min. 8% 7% 5%

Nausea
5 min. 0% 1% 0%

20 min. 2% 3% 2%
50 min. 3% 2% 2%

'  Follow ing each of the three doses of test form ulations, subjec-
tive side effects were recorded at 5. 20 and 50 minutes.

Introducing Improved 
BAYER ASPIRIN



Interprofessional Committee

HermanS. Judd, M.D.

ADVERTISING, GENERICS, AND INTEGRITY 
HIGHLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING

A recen t  n e w sp a p er  ad v e r t is em e n t  for a c ream  to 
re lieve  a r th r i t i s  was called to the  a t ten t ion  of your  I n t e r ­
professional C om m ittee .  I t  was placed by one of the  d rug  
chains and was tou ted  to be one of the most effective 
a r th r i t i s  relief p roduc ts  cu rren t ly  available.

One of our  physic ian  colleagues called it to  my 
a t ten t io n  and I was su rp r i sed  to see th a t  the  product  was 
also effective in "burs it is ,  back pain, headaches or tenn is  
elbow!" He felt th a t  we should at least  d iscourage  our 
pa t ien ts  from patron izing  that  pharm acy  because oi 'such 
advert is ing .  I con tracted  the  p harm acis t  and he 
p e rsonally  v is i ted  the  complain ing physic ian  and 
re assu red  him th a t  ev ery  effort to p re v e n t  such a d v e r t i s ­
ing would be made. He also had assu rances  from his 
super io rs  this  would be done.

The com m ittee  a g reed  with the  physician, complimen­
ted the pharm acis t  on the  action he had taken  and, a t the 
same time, pointed out tha t  in the la rg e r  d ru g  s to re  
chains,  at least,  a d v er t is in g  is the responsib ili ty  of a 
se p a ra te  d e p a r tm e n t  and the p harm acis t  is ra re ly  con­
sulted.  This a p p a re n t ly  will be done with more e ffective­
n ess in th e  fu ture.

Did you know that  DSHS audits  pharmacies?  Actually, 
th is  is usually done only when th e re  seem s to be a 
problem with th a t  pharmacy. But DSHS can audit  your 
records,  too. Fo r  this reason, it is a very  good idea, when a 
pharmacisL calls for au th o r i ty  to refill a presecr ip tion ,  to 
make a note on the p a t ien t 's  record of the  medicine re ­
filled and the date .  O therw ise  th e re  can be a d iscrepancy 
be tw een  the pharm acis t 's  records and ours which could 
take  some explaining. (I hope that your office s ta ff  clears 
refills with you unless it is a chronically used item like 
digoxin or orinase.) I t  was also pointed out by a physician 
who had been aud ited  th a t  the aud ito rs  spen t  th ree  days 
going over  th ree  y e a rs  records t ry in g  to find one e r ro r  
or  omission. T hey  did, too, a urinalysis th a t  w asn ’t 
charted!

Incidentally ,  a p rescr ip t ion  on your blank signed with 
your name, then  added to under  the name of your  nurse  is 
not valid and may be refused a t  the pharmacy. Only a 
licensed nurse  p rac t i t ioner  can write  such a prescrip t ion  
and then never  for a controlled subs tance  (without you

coun te rs ign ing  it and using  y o u r  D E A  number).
Physic ians should not r e s e n t  the  p h a rm a c is t  seeking 

some form of identif icat ion  from us when  we call in a 
p rescr ip t ion .  M ost  of th e  t im e we recognize  each other 's 
voices but th e r e  a re  a lot of new' doc to rs  in P ie rce  County 
and some new  p h a rm ac is ts .  I t  only tak e s  a moment to 
give your  D EA n u m b er  o r  y our  phone n u m b e r  or address 
as a m eans  of identification. T h e re  have been  occasions 
when a p h a rm ac is t  has rece ived  a call for a  medication, 
pa r ticu lar ly  a contro lled  su b s tan ce ,  w h e re  th e  caller was 
not a physician. The  p h a rm a c is t  has to  be sure .

The  quest ion  of generic  d ru g s  came up a t  our last 
com m ittee  m ee ting .  D SH S d em an d s  it  and some govern­
mental agencies reques t  it. I t  is t ru e  th a t  the  generic drug 
is usually less expensive ,  bu t  is it  j u s t  as effective? That 
has been our w orry  for a long time. T he  p a te n t  on a new 
d ru g  lasts  for 17 years .  The  t im e t h a t  t h a t  d ru g  is under 
inves tiga tion  is counted  in the  17 y e a r s  so if it is studied 
for 12 y e a rs  before  m ark e tin g ,  th e  p a te n t  las ts  another 
five years .  W h e th e r  the  generic  is of equal  bioavailability 
is being te s te d  m ore  and m ore  th e se  days  and  reliable 
f irms a re  engaged  in th e i r  m anufac tu re .  W hen  it comes 
r ig h t  down to it, t r u s t  your  p h a rm ac is t .  H e  usually knows 
if the generic  is equal to th e  nam e  brand .  A sk  him; he’ll 
help you.

P h a rm ac is t s  now have, as p a r t  of th e i r  curriculum, a 
req u ired  y e ar  in Pharm acok ine t ic s .  S e ru m  levels of vari­
ous d ru g s  a re  being m easu red ,  not only in hospitals but in 
outside  labo ra to r ies  and the  p h a rm a c is t s  a re  cognizant of 
these  levels. T h e re  is even  a calcu la tor  available th a t  is 
p re -p rogram m ed  so th a t  you can in se r t  the  age and 
weight ol the  p a t ie n t  and ce r ta in  o th e r  factors  and come 
up with the  des i rab le  blood level of a d r u g  you intend to 
use.

As will be seen by the  above, a lively discussion was held 
at the  M arch m eet  ing of y o u r  In te rp ro fe ss io n a l  Commit­
tee. You know, when  it  all boils down to  th e  bo t tom  line, it 
spells  “I N T E G R IT Y ”. I t  is up to all of us,  in th e  in te re s t  of 
good p a t ie n t  care,  to d em an d  as  well as p rov ide  integrity .

H erm an S. Judd, M.D.
Chairman
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Haemophilus Influenzae—a recognized 
complication of bacterial bronchitis*—are 
sensitive to treatment with Ceclor.16

In clinical trials, patients with bacterial bronchitis 
due to susceptible strains of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae, K  influenzae, S. pyogenes 
(group A beta-hemolytic streptococci], or multiple 
organisms achieved a satisfactory clinical 
response with Ceclor.7
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Laboratory News and Views

GAMES STATISTICIANS PLAY
EdWood.M.D., Ph.D.

T he  search  for the  pe r fec t  t e s t  is a l it t le  like looking for 
the  fountain  of you th  —th e re  isn 't  any such animal.  Yet  
t h e  implications of a false negative  or false positive  re su l t  
keep us looking ju s t  the  same. In the  absence  of t h a t  
100% accuracy we may a t t e m p t  with various s ta tis t ica l  
m an u e v e rs  to squeeze  more conclusions from the  da ta  
th a n  a re  justif ied.  A s te r l in g  exam ple  a p p ea red  not long 
ago in th e  ques t  for a l ab o ra to ry  approach to alcoholism.

It  has been known for some t ime t h a t  gam m a glu tam yl 
t r a n sp ep t id ase  (GGT) is often e lev a ted  in ear ly  liver 
dam ag e  secondary  to an increased alcohol in take.  F o r  a 
t im e GGT enjoyed considerable  popular i ty  as “th e ” t e s t  
to identify  th e  s i len t  alcoholic. As is usual,  it w asn ' t  too 
long until  m ult ip le  o th e r  causes for an e leva ted  GGT 
w e re  recognized and it  was ap p rec ia ted  th a t  the sens i t iv ­
ity  (num ber of t ru e  positives) for alcoholism w asn ’t 
absolute .  N e x t  it was noted  th a t  the  mean corpuscular  
volume (MCV) of red  blood cells was also often increased 
in the  alcoholic. Ergo, when a p a tien t  has both  an 
e lev a ted  GGT and an increased MCV, the  d iagnosis is 
practically  made — well, maybe —

In v e s t ig a to rs  a t  the  National In s t i tu te  on Alcohol 
A buse  and Alcoholism by util izing the  GGT and MCV 
w ere  able to correc tly  identify  only 36% of the  alcoholics 
in th e i r  s tudy  g ro u p .1 (Frankly,  I think the GGT alone is 
b e t t e r  than  t h a t  —as a m a t t e r  of fact, the MCV alone is 
b e t t e r  than  that.-)

Par t ia l ly  as a consequence of those  results ,  however, 
th ese  in v es t ig a to rs  “devised" a 24 te s t  profile — th a t 's  
r igh t,  twenty-four  —and reached  into th e i r  sta tis t ical  
g ra b  bag for a m ethod  to m assage  the  data .  T h e i r  choice 
was som eth ing  called quadra t ic  d iscr im inant  analysis 
which defined loosely — very  loosely — m ea su re s  the  
in te r-re la tionsh ips  of the  var ious t e s t  re su l ts  to each 
o th e r .  In o th e r  words,  minor abnorm ali t ie s  of individual 
t e s t s  m igh t  be m eaning less  bu t  th e  composite  abnorm ali ­
t ies a re  like winning a t  Bingo. Well, a f te r  sm oo th ing  out 
t h e  d a ta  w ith a few o th e r  t r icks,  the  com pute rs  correctly  
identif ied 98%  of the  alcoholics (sensitivity) and 100% of 
the  non-alcoholics (specificity). Wow! W ith  d a ta  like th a t  
you don’t even  have to see th e  pa tien t.  And if you believe 
it, do I have a deal for you on the  Tacoma N a rro w s  Bridge.

If you consider th a t  a lit tle much, the s ta tis t ic ians  
su g g es t  a m ore  conse rva t ive  approach with the  same 
profile called the  “ leaving-one-out" m ethod  which results  
in a sensi t iv i ty  of 94%  and a specificity of 95%. Or, if you

p re fe r  to use  only the  b es t  te n  t e s t s  of th e  profile, you can 
still achieve  an  86%  sensi t iv i ty .

T h e re  real ly  is a moral  to all of this .  T h e re  is more to 
the  in te rp re ta t io n  of t e s t  r e su l ts  th an  sensi t iv i ty  and 
specif icity —and par t icu la r ly  s ta t is t ics .

As for alcoholics, th e  GGT is still  a p r e t t y  good test,  
p a r t icu la r ly  for the  p a t i e n t  who acknow ledges  a concern 
about  his in take  and w a n ts  som e kind of an assessment.  
Any elevation  of th e  GGT is suffic ient reason  to delete 
the  cocktail hour. Fo r  the  si lent  alcoholic, if you really 
w a n t  the  diagnosis ,  schedule  one fas t ing  t e s t  (as an out­
pa tien t)  a t  6 a.m. and re p ea t  it non-fas ting  a t  3 p.m. —a 
blood alcohol.

A “ Q U IC K ” P E A R L
A not in frequen t  d iagnostic  challenge  is g ram  negative 

bacter ia l  meningitis .  A little  known bu t  v e ry  rapid and 
highly sensi t ive  and specific t e s t  has been  available for a 
nu m b er  of years .  I t  is the  L im ulus A m oebocy te  Lysate  
(L A D  assay . '  The  te s t  util izes an e x t r a c t  from the  amoe- 
bocytes  of the  horseshoe  crab  (Limulus)  which reacts 
with the  endotox ins  of g ram  neg a t iv e  b ac te r ia  producing 
a firm gel. In th e  assay ,  equal vo lum es of C SF  and the 
e x tra c t  a re  mixed gen tly  and incubated  for one hour. The 
production  of a clot is a posi t ive  t e s t  (sensitivity  = 
99.1%; specificity = 99.6%; cost:  a ro u n d  $10.00).

The  t e s t  is equally  useful, a l though  speed  is obviously 
less essentia l ,  to de tec t  g ram  n eg a t iv e  b ac ter iu r ia  and 
gram  negative  infections in a v a r ie ty  of o th e r  body fluids 
(ascitic, joint,  v i treous ,  etc.). T he  t e s t  is not as useful, 
un lo r tuna te ly ,  for blood w h e re  bo th  false positives and 
false n egat ives  occur. A nd r e m e m b e r ,  it has no role for 
g ram  positives.

One clinker. N o t  a s ingle  lab o ra to ry  in Tacoma offers 
the  t e s t  even though  it  is avai lab le  in k i t  form and is 
re la t ive ly  s imple  to pe rfo rm .  M ay b e  if you ask ed  —?

E d  Wood, M.D., P h D .

11 K e k a rd t , M . J . .  l iy b a c k . R . S ., R a w l in g s . R . R .. and  D. I. G ra u b a rd . B iochem ical 
D iag n o s is  u f A lco h o lism . A  T e s l  o f the  D is c r im in a t in g  C a p a b i lit ie s  o f Gam m a 
G lu ta m y l T ra n s p e p lid a s o  arid M ea n  C o rp u s c u la r  V o lu m e . J A M A ,  2 1 6 ( 2 3 1 :2 707-2710, 
1981.

21 VVu, A - .C h a n a r in , I. and A . J .  L e v i ,  M a c ro c y to s is  o f C h ro n ic  A lc o h o lis m .L a n c e t ,  
1974.

N ach u m , R . and M . N e e ly .  C lin ic a l D ia g n o s t ic  U s e fu ln e s s  o f Ih e  L im u lu s  
A m o e b o cy  te L y s a te  A s s a y . L a b .  M a d . ,  1 3 1 2 1 :112-117, 1982.
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SUMMER TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
The Medical Society’s P lacem ent Service has a ro s te r  

of qualified office personnel ready  for your tem p o ra ry  
staff ing  needs. F o r  help in covering vacation and o ther  
staff ing needs  call Linda Carras ,  P lacem ent  Service 
m anager ,  572-3709.

PHYSICIANS ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP
T h ree  provisional m em bers  w ere  elected to m em b er­

ship in the  Medical Society of Pierce County a t  the  May 
Board of T ru s te e s  m eeting .  The new MSPC m em bers 
are:  Drs. Paul L. Chan, John  E. Goodpasture,  and Keith
E. Demirjian.

PHYSICIANS IN T E R E ST E D  . .  .
G e n e ra l P r a c tit io n e r  s e e k s  p r a c t i c e  o p p o r t u n i t y  in cl inical 

s e t t i n g .  R e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  a t  U n i v e r ­
s i ty  of  C a l i fo rn ia ,  D a v is .  I n t e r n s h i p  in c lu d e d  r o t a t i o n s  in e m e r ­
g e n c y  m e d ic i n e ,  w a r d  m e d ic in e ,  p e d i a t r i c s ,  s u r g e r y ,  O B /G yn .  
R e s i d e n c y  in o b s t e t r i c s  a n d  g y n e c o l o g y  c o m p l e t e d  in 
N o v e m b e r ,  1981. D ip lo m a te .  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  of  M ed ic a l  E x a m  
in e r s .  L i s t i n g  #501.

P h y s ic ia n  s e e k s  e m e r g e n c y  m ed ic in e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  B o a r d  
el ig ib le , i n t e r n a l  m e d ic in e ;  a d v a n c e d  c a rd i a c  life s u p p o r t  
i n s t r u c t o r ;  g r a d u a t e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of R o c h e s t e r ,  1978. A v a i l a b le ,  
N o v e m b e r ,  1982. L i s t i n g  #502.

P o s t d o c t o r a l  fel low s e e k i n g  a p o s i t i o n  in a llerg y  and/or  
rh eu m a to lo g y . C e r t i f i e d  by  A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  of I n t e r n a l  M e d i ­
c ine;  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t r a i n i n g  in r h e u m a t o l o g y  a n d  will t a k e  
r h e u m a t o l o g y  b o a r d s  in N o v e m b e r  1982. B o a r d  e l ig ib le  in 
p e d i a t r i c  a n d  a d u l t  a l l e r g y  a n d  im m u m o l o g y ,  J u n e ,  1983. A v a i l ­
ab le  J u l y  1983. L i s t i n g  #503 .
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JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K ” St.

T acom a , W a sh in g to n  98405 

(206) 627-0031

MEDICAL OFFICE  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Loca ted  be tw een T acom a  G enera l 
H o sp ita l and  M ary  B rid g e  C h ild re n s  
H o sp ita l w ith  220 car P a rk ing  G arage 
all c o n n e c te d  by u n d e rg ro u n d  tu n ­
nel.

U til it ie s  and J a n ito r ia l serv ices p ro ­
v id e d  in ren ta l rates.

W ATERFRONT PARADISE
RELAX and enjoy the p eace  and 
serenity of 9 0  ft. NO-bank waterfront. 
What a setting for this quality-built 3 
bedroom home! Separate guest 
quarters plus boathouse are among 
the amenities included with this 
home. Im peccab le  landscaping  
including walkways, terraces and well 
m anicured grounds, m ake this 
property the utmost in privacy. 
Located in the Gig Harbor Peninsula 
area. Offered at 3 26 5 ,0 0 0 .

Call DONNA KOLENDA 
Spot Realty 

858-8333 /383 -2064  
or home, 851-4010

Brown’s Point
6.000 sq. ft. sp a c e  av a i lab le

C o m m u n i t y  Needs:  
Several Pedia tr ic ians 

Several  Family Pract i t ioners
In ( a i t - b r o w i n g  Hr  o w n  \  Po i n t  C o m m u n i t y  

LEASING AVAILABLE

C o m p le t i o n  S e p te m b e r  1982

f o r  f i i r t h o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t

RO N AYER 
927-1148 Weekdays

May 1982 13



In accordance with the Bylaws o f  the Medical Society o f  Pierce C ou n ty ,  C hapter  Seven, Section A, MEMBERSHIP, 
the following physicians have applied for membership,  and notice o f  their application is he rew ith  presented. As outlined 
in the Bylaws, any m em ber  who has information  o f  a de rogatory  na ture  concerning an  ap p lican t’s moral or  ethical 
conduct ,  medical qualifications or o ther  such requisites lor  m em bersh ip ,  shall assume the  responsibili ty  o f  conveying 
th a t  information  to  the Credentials Com mittee  or Board o f  Trustees o f  the society.

FIRST NOTICE
Jo h n  E . K o o ik e r , M .D ., P s y c h ia tr y . B o r n  in 
M in n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  7/20/20; S t a t e  U n i v e r  
s i t y  of  I o w a ,  I o w a  C i t y ,  l a . ,  1945; i n t e r n s h i p ,  
U .S .  N a v a l  H o s p i t a l ,  G r e a t  L a k e s ,  Il l inois , 
1945-46; r e s i d e n c y ,  M e n n i n g e r  F o u n d a t i o n  
S c h o o l  o f  P s y c h i a t r y ,  T o p e k a ,  K a n s a s ,  1949-52; 
S t a t e  of  W a s h i n g t o n  l i c e n s e ,  1982. D r .  K o o i k e r  
is p r a c t i c i n g  a t  W e s t e r n  S t a t e  H o s p i t a l ,  
T a c o m a .  S p o n so rs: D r s .  E .  M. W o o d  a n d  S in g a  
K r i s h n a m o o r t i .

J a m e s  V . T a y lo r , M .D ., E m e r g e n c y  M edicin e.
B o r n  in C e n t i a l  B u t t e .  S a s k a t c h e w a n ,  C a n a d a ,  
4 /17 /29 ;  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B .C . ,  C a n a d a ,  1954; 
i n t e r n s h i p ,  S t ,  P a u l ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  1954-55; r e s i ­
d e n c y ,  V a n c o u v e r  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ,  1956-59; 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  (fe l lo w ,  ca rd io lo gy )  
1963 li l;  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  l i c e n s e ,  1961. H as  
a p p l i e d  fo r  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  Good 
S a m a r i t a n  H o s p i t a l .  D r .  T a y l o r  i s  p r a c t i c i n g  a t  
G oo d  S a m a r i t a n  H o s p i t a l ,  P u y a l l u p .  S pon sors: 
D o n a ld  0 .  W e b e r ,  M .D .  a n d  L e o n a r d  S. A llo t t,  
M .D .

S E C O N D  N O T IC E

H u g h  K . L a n c a s te r , M .D ., P a th o lo g y . B o r n  in 
M y r t l e  P o in t ,  O r e . ,  10/3/43; U n i v e r s i t y  of  W i s ­
co n s in ,  1971; i n t e r n s h i p ,  S a c r e d  H e a r t  M ed ic a l  
C e n t e r ,  S p o k a n e ,  W A ,  1971-72; r e s i d e n c y ,  
S a c r e d  H e a r t  M e d ic a l  C e n t e r ,  1974-78 ( p a t h ­
ology!; W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  li c en se .  1975. H a s  a p ­
p l i e d  for  m e d ic a l  s ta l ' l  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  A l l e n ­
m o r e  an d  S t .  J o s e p h  h o s p i t a l s .  D r . L a n c a s t e r  is 
p r a c t i c i n g  a t  1718 S o u t h  I S t r e e t ,  T a c o m a .  
S p o n so rs: J u a n  F. C o r d o v a ,  M .D. , a n d  R i c h a r d  
T . V im o n t ,  M .D.

S te p h e n  S . T o b ia s , M .D ., G e n e ra l P r a ctice . Born
in N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y .  8 /29/46; B a y l o r  C o l l eg e  of 
M e d ic in e .  1974; i n t e r n s h i p ,  M a r y l a n d  G e n e r a l  
H o s p i ta l ,  B a l t im o r e ,  1974-75; W a s h i n g t o n  S ta t e  
l icense . 1976. H a s  ap p l i e d  for m e d ic a l  s t a f f  m em ­
b e r s h i p  a t  A l l e n m o r e ,  L a k e w o o d  G e n e r a l  and 
T a c o m a  G e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s .  D r .  T o b i a s  is p r a c ­
t i c i n g  a t  7424 B r i d g e p o r t  W a y ,  T a c o m a .  S pon ­
sors: G e r h a r t  A .  D r u c k e r ,  M .D .  a n d  M a t t h e w  
W h i t e .  M .D .

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ic a l and A lle rg y  L a b o ra to ry
•  A lle rg e n s  and V acc ine s
•  P riva te  & N u rs in g  H om e C a lls

T w o  ad dresses  to  Serve You

•  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R O F E S S IO N A L  S Q U A R E
2603 B r id g e p o rt W ay W est 
Tacom a, W ash 98466 
P hono (206) 564-1565

® T O R Q U A Y  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R  
34616 11th P lace So.
F edera l W ay. W ash 98003 
P hone  (206) 927-7655

THOMAS O. MURPHY, M.D., Ph.D. 
ROBERT A. Me ALEXANDER, M.D., P.S. 

EDMUND A. KANAR, M.D. 
ROBERT W. OSBORNE, JR., M.D.

Associates in the practice of 
Vascular, Thoracic and General Surgery

Announce the opening of a second 
office in Puyallup 

1322 - 3rd St. S.E., Suite 310  
Puyallup, Wash. 98371

848-6693 848-6694

Open Monday - Friday 
Consultation by request

May 1982



Recession Collection Techniques

TURN ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
INTO CASH IN THE BANK

The current  econom y m akes  it more  importan t  than 
ever  that medical offices establish clearly w r i t te n  credit  
policies and e f fec t ive ly  manage accounts receivables.  
The fo llowing article, w r i t te n  by F ra n k  Rossi ter ,  pres i­
den t  and general  m anager o f  P u g e t  Sound  Collections  
IP SO  o f  Tacoma, offers severa l  suggestions on im prov­
ing office collection techniques.  P S C  is endorsed by the  
Medical S o c ie ty  o f  Pierce County.  — The Editor.

The scene, a typical N o r th w es t  home. Wife and 
husband are  rev iewing  the  monthly bills.
SHE: The  fuel company says they'll s top delivery if we 

don’t pay them.
HE: Those d ir ty  guys.  Send them  a check.
SHE: The phone company says they'll disconnect us if 

we a re n ’t c u rren t  by next week.
HE: R otten  monopoly. You'd b e t te r  pay them.
SHE: H ere 's  th a t  bill from Dr. Softy again.
HE: Good old Dr. Softy: what a nice guy. Maybe we

can pay him next month. W h a t ’s the next bill?
And so the  s to ry  goes. The image as a benevolent 

benefactor may be a doctor 's  wors t  enemy when it comes 
to ge t t ing  paid. Yet by using sound credit  m anagem ent,  
many medical practices have substantia lly  reduced the 
amount of money they  have tied up in overdue accounts.

T here  a re  five simple guidelines tha t  can keep you 
from becoming ano the r  Dr. Softy: (D a clearly w ri t ten  
credit  policy; (2) a thorough initial interview; (3) consis­
ten t  billing procedures; (4) sys tem atic  follow-up; and, 
(5) a professional collection agency.

THE CREDIT POLICY
Firs t  and foremost,  you m ust  establish a clearly writ 

ten credit  policy. Include billing dales,  payment due 
dates, paym en t  a r ran g em en ts ,  cash or advance paym ent 
needs, policies toward  charity , policy on medical insur 
ance, use of c redit  bureaus,  normal follow-up activit ies, 
finance charges,  and when to call in a professional collec­
tion agency. Establish  your  policy, then follow' it.

STARTING O F F  ON THE RIGHT FOOT
The initial p a t ien t  in te rv iew  lays the foundation for 

good credit  perform ance .  Your pa tien t  information form 
should provide as much information as possible about the 
person, including full name and nickname, both home and 
work mailing addresses ,  home and work phone numbers,  
occupa tion  and  e m p lo y m en t  in form at ion ,  n e a re s t  
re la tive  and address ,  medical insurance information, 
Medicare  and Medicaid data ,  and, of course, Social Secu r­
ity num ber .  The  form should be checked immediately  for 
com ple teness and accuracy.

I t  is very im portan t  tha t  your staff  complete ly  explain 
the credit  policy to the  patient.  You will find it  very  
helpful if a point is made of m ark ing  down the exact 
method of paym ent  ag reed  upon. The pa tien t  should then 
acknowledge that  he/she unders tands  and ag rees  to the 
a r rangem en t .

This is the best time to brief the patient  on your way of 
handling health  insurance claims. Make it c lear th a t  
although you are  happy to help with the paperwork, the 
final responsibili ty for payment still r e s t s  with the 
pa tient.

Don’t neglect to get a credit  report  on the  patient.  
Often you collection agency will offer this as a free s e r ­
vice. For example, at Pu g e t  Sound Collections we have 
available the  resources of the Retai lers '  Commercial 
Agency.

THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF SLOW PAYMENT
Bill on time and be consistent.  Haphazard  billings a re  

the major cause of delayed paym ents  and slow' collec­
tions. If you itemize your s ta tem en ts ,  you will probably 
produce a g re a te r  num ber of t imely paym ents  than you 
will be simply billing a tota l  amount due.

Rx FOR LATE PAYMENT —
TAKE ACTION IMMEDIATELY

Nothing shows you mean business b e t t e r  than quick 
action when te rm s  a re  not met. Be nice, but be business­
like. A successful collection effort means: (D g e tt in g  the 
money; and, (2) keeping the good-will. Insist on a specific 
date  and specific amount to be paid. Then send a note to 
the patient confirming the understanding.

WHEN TO CALL IN THE HEAVY ARTILLERY
W hen a pa tien t  constantly  ignores calls and le t ters ,  

breaks promises, and is indifferent about paying the  bill, 
it is Lime to tu rn  t he account over to a professional collec­
tion agency. Give them as much information about  the 
account as possible, including the pa tien t 's  credit  infor­
mation form and all itemized s ta tem en ts .  Be sure  to keep 
the agency informed of any subsequent  information th a t  
might assist  them in collecting your account.

By m anaging these  few fundamentals,  s tra ined  patient 
relationships can be kept to a minimum and, most impor­
tantly ,  your bank balance will begin to look a lot be l te r .

Frank Rossiter ,  
Pu g e t  Sound Collections

* P S C  is  e n d o r s e d  b y  I bo M e d ic a l  S o c i e t y  <>f P i e r r e  O u u n l.y .  ['’o r  in l ’o rm a -  
l io n  nn  h o w  P S C  c ;tn  s e r v e  y o u ,  c a l l  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  572  .'K'.iiT, o r  P S C ,  
383-0011.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
AND LATE SPRING POTPOURRI

FROM NIKKI . . .
One of our goals for  1981-1982 was to t ry  to reach out 

to all Medical Society  m em b ers  and spouses  to make 
them  feel as though  they  a re  p a r t  of a big family. 
“N eeded  and A p p rec ia ted "  w ere  the  th em e s  we fol­
lowed in s e t t in g  up the  year 's  p rogram m ing .  During  our 
p rog ram  d ev e lo p m en t  discussions we heard  the  sam e 
th em e  (too much rush  and no t  enough  t im e  to  s top  and 
smell  the  roses), we a te  lunch, had the  business  m ee t ing  
and raced home, only to d iscover th a t  we hadn 't  allowed 
time to visit  w ith  our  friends.

W e hope t h a t  you know t h a t  you are  needed  and 
ap p rec ia ted  by the  P ierce  County  Medical Auxil ia ry  
and will continue to be. It has been an exciting  year.  We 
w ere  e x tre m e ly  successful in our fund ra is ing  efforts  
we 're  still n u m b er  one in A M A -E R F fund rais ing.

T h an k  you to all of you for your  unceasing support .  I 
made some more new friends and hope th a t  each of you 
did th e  sam e. “People  don 't  care  how much you know 
until  they  know how much you care."

N i k k i  Crowley

RAINY WINDY DAY - PICNIC
Fo r ty  brave  souls came out for the  picnic at Tit low

P a r k  on Apri l  17. D esp i te  th e  r a th e r  awful w e a th e r  the 
children had a good t im e and ignored  the  w e a th e r  as 
they  went on a t r e a s u r e  hun t  and  w e re  re w a rd e d  with 
chocolate t r e a su re s ,  p layed in the  mud a t  the  lagoon, 
played football,  handball ,  and “s w a n g ” on the  swings. 
Two clowns a ss i s ted  with  the  ch ild rens '  en te r ta inm en t .  
Our th an k s  go to cha irm an  S an d y  Griff i th  and her  com­
m it tee  m em bers ,  Susie  W iese ,  J e n a  Singh, and Mary 
M art in .

FROM MARLENE ARTHUR . . .
T h e re  will be a su m m er  Board  m e e t in g  to begin plan­

ning for th e  coming year ,  p a r t icu la r  a t te n t io n  will be 
paid to p lanning  for new com ers  and m em bersh ip .

STATE CONVENTION DELEG ATES
The following m em b ers  r e p re s e n te d  P ie rce  County at 

the s t a te  convention: M ar lene  A r t h u r  (for Nikki Crow­
ley), Gloria Virak, D ott ie  T ru ck ey ,  S h ir ley  Kemman, 
Debby M cA lexander ,  Susie  Duffy,  Bev Graham , Joan 
Sullivan, and Sally Larson .  T h e  a l t e rn a t e s  w ere  Kit 
Larson, C a th y  Schneider,  and S h a r ro n  Gilbert .  See the 
Ju n e  Auxil iary  P a g e  for the  convention  outcome.

M a r y  W h y te  Lenard

COMBINING 
QUALITY HOMES 

AND SOUND 
INVESTMENTS

JJLLEff
R E A L T O R

HAROLD A L L E N  C O M PA N Y
TACOMA 206-582-6111

16

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An in d e p e n d e n t pension  consu lting  o rg a n iza tio n  
p rov id ing  all th e  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
adm in is te r a n d  m a in ta in  pension  a n d  p ro fit 
sharing plans

1 services include.

• Plan Design Io  m e e t your sp ec ific  nee d s

• Plan Insta lla tion ass is tance  to  q ua lify  your p la n

• Plan A dm in is tra tion  o n  a  co n tin u o us  basis to m e e t 
g o v e rn m e n ta l requ ire m e n ts

• Assistance to  c lien ts  w ho se  p lans a re  a u d ite d

•- If •  W a s h in g to n  B u ild in q  • Tacoma. W ash ing ton98402 
(2 0 6 ) 572-6663

May 1982
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Prodata talks about
Number 3 in our >tep method uf computer us>e i« Timesharing \\V- d !;••;- to explair an imp' ’ftant 
fdet ab< >ut our time^hare service Did you know y< »u can install an in-office terminal from Pn:» lata 
timeshare on c>ur '•■'stem and ther expand to own you? ■.■■.vn computer wmhout chan^in^ your sys­
tem r1 This means there'll be no wasted time while you wait tor your new system to be programmed 
from your old And importantly there are ru> reprogramming costs 'i'r expensive lost time Sr- as'r 
Prodata about 3 our timesharing program that prepares yuu ror L^mputer ownership w ithout a 
svstem change

Prodata has 4 ways to im prove office productivity with com puters.

1

 M a i l - I n  S e r v ic e  T e r n u r ia l  I n p u t  T im e s h a r in g  Y o u r O \s n
S c rv u e  '■

'.-•■n, r ' i  it-  .......... i - f i ■

SPOKANE
[509l 328-4725

SEATTLE
1206| C1-S2-41 JO

PORTLAND
15| )31 22.S-47.S3

LuNDSTROM in c .
Real Estate Investments

10015 Lakewood Drive S.W. 
Tannma

“Property is your best 
protection against inflation.” 584-2000

17
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C la s s ifie d  a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t c o p y  m ay 
be  m a ile d  to : G ra w in  P u b lic a tio n s , 1020 
L lo y d  B u ild in g , 603 S te w a rt S tre e t, S ea ttle  
98101, o r p h o n e d  to  S ea ttle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50c p e r w o rd ; S10 m in im u m  ch a rg e . 
C h e c k  m u s t a c c o m p a n y  co py .

P H Y S IC IA N S  O F F IC E  FO R  R E N T . A v a il­
a b le  e a rly  s u m m e r, P o rt O rc h a rd , W a s h ­
in g to n . 876-4661.

JA C K S O N  H A L L  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R .
S pace  a va ila b le  fo r  lease a c ross  fro m  
T a co m a  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l. D es ign  and 
f in is h  to  y o u r  re q u ire m e n ts . V a ria b le  lease 
rate if d es ire d . C a ll 627-0031,

E L E C T R O L Y S IS

H e le n e  B la ck . R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M e m b e r W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro ly s is  
A ssn and  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l A ssn

T ra in e d : K ree  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is . N Y and W ils h ire  
B lvd . S ch o o l, Los A n g e le s

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u lt i-
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t covera g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n sa tio n . F irs t ye a r g u a ra n te e  and 
in ce n tive s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and 
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  serves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e rin a ta l re fe rra l ce n te r 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C.V. o r in q u irie s  
to  T h o m a s  H S krm a r. M .D  . P u g e t S o u nd  
C lin ic . 3611 S o u th  "D "  S tree t. T a co m a . 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8569 o r 206 -272-0486  a fte r h ou rs

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N T E R  — S pace  a va ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s la f f lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , ce n tra l vac., air. 
and s to ra g e  (nea r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C a ll 
752-6336 (M on  — T h u rs  ) Ta co m a.

G R O U P  P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y -  
F A M ILY  P R A C T IC E  A N D  O B /G Y N )— A
m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  p ra c tic e  in T a co m a  
seeks e m p lo y m e n t, w ith  p a rtn e rs h ip  
o p p o r tu n ity , o f F a m ily  P ra c tice  and 
O B /G Y N  p hys ic ia ns . E xce lle n t b e n e fits  
and c o m p e n s a tio n  — g u a ra n te e  and 
in c e n tiv e  For in fo rm a tio n  ca ll R ob e rt 
W ilson , M .D  , o r D on  R e d d in g to n  (206) 
627-9151. o r  w rite . P O  Box 5467, 
T a co m a , W A 98405.

FO R R E N T a ll o r  p a rt 3200 sq . f t .  in 10 th  & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f i c e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
ol Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all Medical Society Members.

M em ber,  A m e r ic a n  Collectors Associa t ion  
M e d ic a l /D e n ta l  Hospital B u re au s  of A m e r ic a ,

PSC is o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  
by Frank  B. Rossiter

P u g e t  S o u n d  
C o l le c t io n s  In c .
( 206) 383-50! 1 
914 A Street 
PO Box 1213 
T ac o m a .  WA. 98401

S P A C IO U S  H IL L T O P  H O M E  o v e r lo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t Bay F o u r b ed ro o m s, th re e  
baths, th re e  fire p la ce s , re c re a tio n  room , 
sauna, se c lu d e d  acre, $136,500. 91'.i% 
assum a b le  m o rtg a g e  C o n tra c t L e ig h  
H u n t, (206) 851-5248,

O F F IC E  S P A C E  —  S p a c io u s  a iry  suite, 
fiv e  ye a rs  o ld , n e x t to  T a c o m a  General. 
1.400 sq . ft . W in d o w s  o n  th re e  s ides - 
ve ry  l ig h t.  T h re e  la rg e  exam  rooms. 
A v a ila b le  7-8/82. R e a s o n a b le . C ontact 
G e o rg e  K r ic k , M .D ., 572-3520.

U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  P R O F E S S IO N A L  
S Q U A R E . For ren t o r lease U n iv e rs ity  
P lace area. 910 sq ft su ite , $ 48 0 /m o n th . 
965 sq ft . $ 4 5 0 /m o n th , 1175 sq ft su ite , 
S 56 5 /m on th . C all 565-4444

FO R S A L E  —  E Q U IP M E N T : S te rilize r - 
M a rk e t F o rg e , 1 9 ''x 2 5 ''x 3 2 " ,  N eve r Used; 
In c u b a to r , T h e lc o , M o d e l #2, N ever Used; 
X-Ray D e v e lo p in g  T a n k s . J o h n  Eufem io, 
M .D .,(2 0 6 ) 759-1486.

O p e n in g  S o o n !

C E D A R  M E D IC A L  C EN TER

C o n v e n ie n tly  lo c a te d  a t th e  c o rn e r  o f 
C ed a r and  S o u th  19th  S tre e ts , th is  new  
m e d ic a l b u ild in g  has o n ly  to u r  a v a ila b le  
s u ite s  re m a in in g . S u ite  s ize s  fro m  1,000 
to  1,800 sq . f t .  B u ild in g  8 5%  o c c u p ie d  by 
m e d ic a l s p e c ia l is ts .  F o r m o re  in fo rm a ­
t io n  c a ll: 383-1277.

H O O D  C A N A L  T IM E -S H A R E  CONDO­
M IN IU M  FO R  S A L E . 3 b e d ro o m , 3 fu ll 
b a th  o n  H o o d  C a n a l n e a r A ld e rb ro o k . 1/6 
sh a re  —  in c lu d e s  t im e -s h a re  boat. 
C o n ta c t T e rry  T o rg e n ru d , M .D ., 564-1115.

A N A C O R T E S , W A  —  B a n a n a  B e lt c lim a te  
o n  P u g e t S o u n d . S e e k in g  FP  to  assum e 
p ra c t ic e ; le a v in g  to  c a re  fo r  i ll  p a re n ts . Ex­
c e lle n t c o v e ra g e , s p e c ia lty  b a cku p . OB 
o p t io n a l.  9 6 %  c o l le c t io n s .  O f f ic e  next 
h o s p ita l.  W ill s e ll e q u ip m e n t,  in trod u ce  
to  p a t ie n ts . W a lte r  V o m L e h n , M .D. 2601 
M. A v e n u e , A n a c o r te s , W A  98221, 206- 
293-4551.

A  P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y  fo r  su rg ica l 
a n d  m e d ic a l s u b s p e c ia l ty  in  a w e ll estab ­
l is h e d  m e d ic a l c o m p le x  in  G ig  Harbor, 
P ie rc e  C o u n ty . It is  e x c e lle n t  fo r  Ob-Gyn, 
O r th o p e d ic s ,  P o d ia tr ic s  a n d  General ! 
S u rg e ry . L ea se  is  $ 7 9 2 /m o . O ff ic e  is 15 ; 
m in . to  d o w n to w n  h o s p ita ls .  F o r de ta ils , j 
p le a s e  c a ll (206) 265-6452 . ’

N O W ! H E A L T H  C A R E  YO U R  P A T IE N T  
C A N  A F F O R D  

J O H N S O N ’ S H O M E H E A L T H  C A R E  
(C a ll 206-627-5460)

P ro v id in g  in -h o m e  n u rs in g  ca re  fo r  h o m e  
b o u n d  p a t ie n ts  w ith  R .N . s u p e rv is io n . 
N u rs e s  a id e s , h o m e m a k e rs , c o m p a n io n s  
— LP N s a va ila b le . R a tes : $48 fo r  24 h o u r  
live -in  (m o s t ca se s ); $5.75 an  h o u r  o r  le s s  
fo r  h o u r ly  ca re , P.O . B ox 5734, T a co m a  
W A  98405, (206) 627-5460.
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NOW MORE THAN E V E R ...........
WHEN IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

Y ou can enhance  your practice, keep your payroll 
at a minimum and  hire the best em ployee available.

Y o u r  Medical Society P la ce m en t  Service specializes in p e rsonnel  p lacem en t.

W e  advise,  consult,  sc reen test,  check  re ferences,  advertise for you a n d  have  the latest statistics 
on  salary ranges  a n d  benefit p ackages  in Pierce  C oun ty .

W e he lp  y o u  avoid  legal difficulties by having available the  information you  n e e d  to know 
regard ing  discrimination an d  fair e m p lo y m en t  practices.

W e will personally  visit your  practice to assess  the individual n e ed s  of your  office 
a n d  prov ide  you  with the  best match.

Qualified help turn to us first.
W e ’re effective, ethical,  a n d  responsive .  C ontro lled  by a physician B oard  of Directors.

Call us if you are:
Seek ing  n e w  staff 

Ju s t  starting practice 
C h ang ing  or starting n e w  office systems 

N e ed  a salary survey a n d  benefit package  
N e ed  a  pack ag e  on  discrimination warnings 

N e ed  advice on  p e rsonnel  prob lem s

W e place any kind of medical office/clinic staff.
If w e  d o n ’t have  a qualified applicant  in o u r  files, we'll find you one!

R N ’s . . . Medical Secretar ies  . . . L abora tory  T e c h ’s . . . L P N ’s . . . M E D /R E C /B K K P ’s . . . 
Physical Therapis ts  . . . Transcriptionists . . . N P ’s . . . P A ’s . . . O r tho  T e c h ’s . . .

S p o n so r e d  by physicians . Control led by a physician B o a rd  of 
Directors. Ethical.  Effective. Res pons iv e  to your  needs.

M EDICAL-DENTAL  
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 South 9th, Suite 203 
Tacoma, W A  98405 
572-3709
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Ask your bookkeeper 
how things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
R Iiir Cross nrides itself nn fast r.laims nav- m n c t  i m o r. , n ___________________________Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

m a m  Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle. Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland. Wenatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

Registered Mark Blue Cross Association
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How much of your 
medical practice 

are you giving away?
Even the most com petent and 
dedicated office s ta ff  can have a 
tough tim e controlling accounts 
receivable. T hat’s where Poorman- 
D ouglas can help. O ur O n-Line 
M edical A ccounting System p ro ­
vides the tools your sta ff needs 
to improve collections and 
strengthen the business side of 
your practice.

Think of it 
as a Time Machine.

The Poorm an-D ouglas On- 
Line System can speed up co l­
lections and reduce billing prob­
lems. So your s ta ff  spends less 
tim e, and less effort, keeping 
your o ffice on a solid financial 
footing.

It can smooth out and expedite 
m any o f the tedious adm inistra­
tive details o f running a busi­
ness. So you have more tim e to 
devote to the practice o f 
m edicine.

Beyond 
that, going 
O n-Line 
with
Poorman- 
D ouglas 
provides access to a powerful, 
fast m edical inform ation system. 
So you get the valuable decision­
m aking support o f an in-house 
com puter, w ithout the investm ent 
o f owning one.

Here’s the System.
It consists o f a com puter ter­

minal w ith telephone connec­
tion, giving you a “ w indow ” for 
entering data and m aking inquiries. 
Optional equipm ent, including a 
p rin ter and a word processor 
with graphics, is available to aug­
m ent the basic system. Software 
for the O n-Line System has been 
exhaustively researched, and 
was approved only after 
thorough user-testing. The final 
product reflects Poorman- 
D ouglas’s long history in auto­
m ated medical accounting, and 
incorporates refinem ents 
suggested by medical profes­
sionals.

The result is a versatile, cost- 
effective system that can im ­
prove your cash flow  through 
more tim ely collections.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seattle: 220 W, Harrison (206) 283-9781 
Portland: 1325 S.W . Custer (503) 245-5555  

Eugene: 710 McKinley (503) 686-1871

Is this the business 
partner you need?

Your firs t step toward finding 
out is to contact Poorman-Douglas. 
W e’ve been serving the medical 
profession for two decades, with 
autom ated accounting systems 
that have proved them selves in 
real-life situations.

W hat’s m ore, w e’re the only 
N orthwest com pany to offer 
legitim ate, h igh-quality  products 
in all three categories o f  auto­
m ated m edical accounting sys­
tem s. So we’re singularly  qual­
ified  to prescribe, objectively, 
the appropriate 
system for 
your 
practice.

Send 
for our 
inform ative
brochure on the Poorman-Douglas 
O n-Line M edical A ccounting 
System . B etter yet, call for a 
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation in your office.

I I ) Please send me more information on your 
On-Line Medical Accounting System.

CH Please contact me for a consultation by a 
Poorman-Douglas specialist.

Name -_________________________________

Address _

City____

Phone( _

.S ta te . . Zip_

Mail to: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 
1325 S.W. Custer Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97219
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A summary of Medical Society, and local medical and health news

BOARD MEETS WITH HOSPITAL 
MEDICAL STAFF PRESIDENTS

Hospital medical staff presidents joined the Board of T ru s tee s  at its 
June  1 meeting to review a variety of issues of concern to physicians 
practic ing in Pierce County. Issues addressed included:

Hospital Traum a Center. Criteria for t rau m a  center  categorization 
and the designation of a t raum a  center  in Pierce County were discussed 
at length.  T here  was general agreement as to the benefits to patient care 
and the  community which would result from a t rau m a  center  
designation. T h e  Board defered final action on I he EMS com m ittee’s 
recommended criteria  for t rau m a  center  categorization and the issue of 
t raum a  center  designation until  ils October meeting in order to seek 
maximum individual physician and local specialty society input.

E thics/Standards o f Practice. Plans to s treng then  the Society's 
activities in the area of ethics and standards  of practice, a highly desired 
goal as outlined by the members in the last m em bershipopinion survey, 
were reviewed. Medical staff presidents expressed support for a 
coordinated effort, (see below).

Credentialling. Medical staff presidents suggested the Society should 
work with  hospital staffs to establish more uniform wording and 
criteria  for privileging. T h ere  was agreement th a t  the existing  joint 
credentials committee is working well.

The  following physicians represented medical staffs: Drs. John 
Kennedy (St. Joseph), John May (Doctor's), Bob Ferguson (Allenmore), 
George Gilman (Puget Sound). Larry Larson (Mary Bridge). Robert 
Eggen (Lakewood), and J. Symonds (Good Samaritan).  Dr. Ben Blackett,  
president of the Tacoma General medical staff, w as  unable to a ttend  due 
to a scheduling conflict and has been invited to a future Board meeting.

STRENGTHENED ETHICS/STANDARDS 
OF PRACTICE EFFORTS APPROVED

A program to s treng then  the Medical Society’s efforts to m aintain  
high professional s tandards  and ethics in Pierce County and to protect 
patients from poor quali ty or unscrupulous physicians was approved at 
the June  Board of T rus tees  meeting. Recommendations from the 
Board's ethics working group—Drs. George Tanbara ,  Bruce Buchanan.  
Gil Roller and Jim Early—included establishing formal liaison with 
hospital medical staffs, educating physicians regarding ethical 
questions, expanding the Ethics Committee composition and revising 
its sta tem ent of purpose.

Following consultation with MSPC and WSMA legal counsel, and the 
discussion spanning  three  Board meetings, the Board voted u n a n i ­
mously to accept the group 's  recommendations. T he  adopted sta tem en t  
of purpose for the Society's new E th ics /S tandards  of Practice 
Committee is:
S ta t e m e n t  of P u rp o s e :
Ethics/Standards ot Practice Committee: T he  E th ic s /S tan d a rd s  of 
Practice Committee is established by the Medical Society of Pierce 
County to:

1) Define local ethical s tandards  of medical practice;
2) Educate physicians on ethical  issues;

(Continued on page 15)
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V X

The P O R R O  B IO L O G IC A L  
LA B O R A T O R IE S , INC.

•  C lin ica l and A lle rgy  Labora tory
•  A lle rgens and Vaccines
•  Private & N ursing Home Calls

Tw o addresses to  Serve You

•  UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL SQUARE
2603 B r id g e p o rt W ay W est 
T a co m a . W ash. 98466 
P hone  (206) 564-1565

• TORQUAY M EDICAL CENTER 
34616 11th P lace  So.
Federa l W ay. W ash. 98003 
P hone  (206) 927-7655

f  The United States ^  
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is cu rren tly  accepting  app lica tions fo r the 
fo llo w in g  specialties:

General Surgery 
O rthoped ic  Surgery 

O to rh in o la ryn g o lo g y  
N eurosurgery 

R heum ato logy 
O ph tha lm o logy  

A nesthesio logy 
U ro logy 

O b /G yn  
For fu rth e r in fo rm ation  call:

C harles P lunkett o r Tom  T horn ton  
at 442-1307, o r v is it them at 4518 

U n ivers ity  W ay NE, Suite 312,
Seattle, WA 98105 

(o u t-o f-to w n  — call co llect)
T o u r co n fid e n tia lity  is assured.

y ________________

A g r e a t  w a y  o f  l ife .

COMBINING 
QUALITY HOMES 

AND SOUND 
INVESTMENTS

R E A L T O R

HAROLD ALLEN COMPANY
TACOMA 206-582-6111

a l le n m o re  
m edica l c e n te r

S. 19th and U nion 
Suite B-1005 

Tacom a, W ash ing ton 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus ad jacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore  C om m un ity  H osp ita l. C en tra lly  
located; freeway access; am ple park ing . All 
inclusive renta l rates; su ite  co ns truc tion  
allowances.

A L L E N *



Lloyd C. Elmer, M.D.

Practicing  medicine in Pierce County approaches the 
ideal in most respects.  In addit ion to being privileged to 
practice in a comm unity  where  such a high level of 
medical care is provided, we physicians may avail 
ourselves of a sterling resource in the excellent Pierce 
County Medical Library. O ur  library is unique in its 
organization and in its joint financial underwrit ing  by all 
of the  hospitals  in the  comm unity  and the Medical 
Society of Pierce County. Its extensive listings of 
jou rna ls  and textbooks is overwhelming. O ur  library 
enjoys a neighborly friendship with o ther  regional 
libraries such as those at Madigan Army Medical Center, 
the Veterans Adm inistra tion Hospital, the  Washington 
S ta te  Library, and the  King County Medical Society 
L ib ra ry /H ea l th  Sciences Library at the University of 
W ashington.

In addition, the  Pierce County Medical Library works 
in conjunction with  smaller satellite  libraries housed in 
the various hospitals in the county. T h is  allows close 
cooperation and assures local physicians of prompt 
service even if the main library doesn't  shelf the needed 
materia l.  T h is  spiri t of friendly cooperation spills over at 
every level from our  capable and well regarded librarian, 
Marion Von Bruck, to the couriers who deliver the 
jou rna ls  with a friendly smile.

T h e  library is an extensively used service. During the 
first  four m on ths  of 1982 there were over 900 physician 
visits  and more than  1,200 telephone calls to the library. 
T h ere  were over 1,600 computer reference searches and 
nearly 700 m anual  reference searches. Furthe r  
s ta tis t ica l  documentation  of the high utilization of the 
library could continue, but hardly seems necessary. One 
visit  to this quietly hum m in g  beehive of activity tells all.

T h e  l ib ra ry ’s main problems center around two 
issues, money and space. T h e  time has come to take a 
long-range look at the l ibrary 's  role and its level of 
service in the 1980’s. T h e  s trong inflationary  pressures 
th a t  have influenced the economy as a whole are fully 
manifes t  in the l ibrary 's services. Rapid increases in the 
cost of postage and journals  puts  ever increasing and 
often unpredictable  demands on the l ibrary’s budget. 
Increasing  Medical Society membership and the propor­
tiona te  increase in required library service places extra  
dem ands  on staff  time and u ltimately may require

increased personnel expense. Also, fees charged to our 
library by other libraries a re  increasing. It now costs our 
library $5.00 for every reprint or borrowed book from the 
Universi ty’s Health Sciences Library, for example.

T he  library suffers from overcrowding and each 
month adds to this problem. T he  hardwork ing  Library 
Committee, chaired by Juan Cordova, is wrest l ing  with 
decisions affecting which older journals  and tex ts  should 
be kept and for how long. T he  committee must  also 
evaluate  curren t  l i terature  and text material  and 
recommend deletions and additions.

Some of the thorny questions and issues provide 
several possible alternatives,  none of which are fully 
palatable.  Consider that  one-sixth of the entire  Medical 
Society of Pierce County budget is destined for the 
library. Should the Society continue to underw rite  the 
library with ever increasing lev els of financial support or 
should we conclude tha t  if more financial demands are 
made the difference must be made up by greatly 
increased user fees3 Can the level of service be 
maintained, or by necessity will the l ibrarians be unable 
to meet each and every request for journals  and reprints 
and l i terature  searches? Can the library continue to 
function where  it is currently  housed for the next 
decade, or is expansion feasible or even possible!-' If a 
larger plant is determined to be vitally necessary and 
expansion at the present location is not possible, should 
the library be moved? If so. should the library be free 
s tand ing  or housed under I he roof of anot her hospital or 
within the confines of the Medical Society office?

Thoughtfu l  responses lo these questions musi be 
forthcoming and the Library Commit leeand  the Medical 
Society of Pierce County Board of T ru s tee s  values input 
from the membership in order to make the most 
reasonable and proper decisions on these vital issues. We 
all derive benefit from the library w h e th er  or not we are 
direct users.  Our College of Continuing Medical 
Education could not provide the fine level of courses and 
program s without  the Medical Library.

In the final analysis our pa tients are the ultimate 
beneficiaries of this legacy so wisely established bv 
physicians of vision years ago.

-  IC E
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SOCIETY NEWS BRIEFS Continued

3) Review and m ake  d e te rm in a tio n s  w h e re  possible 
regard ing  a llegations of une th ical  behavior;

4) M ake recom m enda tions  to the  Board of T ru s tee s  
reg a rd in g  the  m em b ersh ip  s ta tu s  of physic ians 
a gains t  w hom  allegations of uneth ical  behavior 
a re  su b s tan t ia ted ;

5) Fo rw ard  to th e  S ta te  Medical D isciplinary Board 
a n d /o r  o th e r  s t a te  or medical  association body as 
appropria te  com m ittee  findings and  recom m enda­
tions.

T h e  com m ittee  is chaired  by a physic ian  appointed 
by th e  M SPC president.  T h e  com m ittee  consis ts  of 
hosp ita l  medical staff  p res iden ts  o r  the ir  designees, 
and  additional m em bers  appointed by the  ch a i rm a n  of

Prodata talks about
Number 3 in our step method" ot computer use is Timesharing We'd like to explain an important 
tact about our timeshare service Did you know you can install an in-office term inal from Prodala. 
tim eshareon our system, and then expand to  own your own computer without, changing your sys- 
tem'J This means there'll be no wasted time while you wait lor your new system to be programmed 
from your old And importantly, there are no reprogramming costs or expensive lost time So, ask 
Prodata about "3" our timesharing program that prepares you for computer ownership w ithout a 
system change

the  co m m ittee  and  approved  by th e  Board  of T ru s tee s .  
T h e  com m ittee  m ee ts  a t  least  q u a r te r ly .

Dr. Gil Roller, t ru s tee ,  h a s  been appo in ted  c h a i rm a n  of 
the  revised com m ittee .

PHYSICIANS ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP
T h e  fo llowing a p p l ic an ts  w e re  elected to m em bersh ip  

in the  Medical Society of Pierce  C o u n ty  a t  th e  June  Board 
of T r u s te e s  m eeting: Drs .  Daniel T .  Hayden, Mark 
Jergens,  C harles  W ea the rby ,  an d  Donald  E. M aurer .

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ENDORSES CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OF MEDICAL CONTROL PROJECT

Following a review of th e  s t a tu s  of the  E M S Medical 
Control Project at i ts  May m eeting ,  t ru s tee s  voted 

u n an im o u s ly  to suppor t  con tin u a ­
tion of the  project in 1983. C urren t  
s t a t e  f u n d i n g  r u n s  o u t  on 
Sep tem ber  30.

T h e  p r o j e c t ’s c o n t r a c t u a l  
obligations include development of 
t rea tm e n t ,  t r iage  and  t ran s fe r  pro­
tocols; sy s te m s  evalua t ion  tracer 
studies ;  rev iew  of basic life support 
and  advanced  life su p p o r t  train ing 
p rogram s;  developm ent of run 
reviews to analyze  pa tien t  care; 
and, developm ent of an ongoing 
plan for the  coord ina ted  implemen­
ta t ion  of a county-w ide  emergency 
medical serv ices delivery system. 
As reported  in th e  May Bulletin, 
C oun ty  E xecu tive  Booth Gardner 
h a s  estab l ished ,  a t  th e  request  of 
the  Society, a c o m m u n i ty  task  force 
to p u r su e  improved EMS.

A special p re sen ta t io n  of the 
s t a tu s  of the  E M S project and 
emergency  medical services locally 
w as  m ade  late  in May to rep re sen ta ­
tives of all Pierce  C o u n ty  hospitals.  
Hospital  a d m in i s t r a to r s  have  been 
invited to co m m en t  on  the  project 
and o ther  ac t iv it ies  aimed at 
im proving  EMS locally.
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NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE
Free Notary  Public  Services are  

available  to the  m em b ers  of the 
M e d ic a l  S o c i e ty  t h r o u g h  the  
Society’s M em b ersh ip  Benefits 
office. T h e  MBI office is located 
ad jacen t  to th e  Society a t  705 So. 
9th  (corner of 9 th  and  G), Su ite  202.

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

T h e  Medical Soc ie ty ’s Placement 
Service h a s  a ro s te r  of qualified 
office pe rsonnel  ready  for your 
t em p o ra ry  s ta f f ing  needs. For help 
in covering  vaca tion  and  o ther 
s ta f f ing  needs call L inda Carras ,  
P lacem ent  Service  m anager ,  572- 
3709.
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St. Joseph Hospital 

and The Edwin C. Yoder Memorial Trust 

Present

THE EDWIN C. YODER MEMORIAL LECTURE
1982 G uest  Lecturer

Philip S and b lom , M.D.

Dr. Phil ip  S an d b lo m  of Switzerland is well kno w n  a m o n g  his colleagues in the Internal Society of Surgery  and  
currently  serves as its president .  H e  has held  such positions as Professor a n d  C ha irm an  of the  D e p a r tm en t  of 

Surgery ,  University of Lund  Hospital,  as well as serving for ten years as the  university’s president.  He has  been  
guest  p rofessor at the  University of California (San Diego) and  at the  University of L a u san n e  in Switzerland. H e  
h as  also served for over  ten years  as p res iden t  of the  Sw edish  Surgical Society. Publications by Dr. S an d b lo m  

h ave  included  several on  clinical re sea rch ,  surgery, a n d  Disease a n d  Artistic Creat ion .  H e  has  received a n u m b er  
of special prizes a n d  lectureships a n d  has served as visiting professor in this country  at the Universities of 

Mississippi, Virginia, W ash ing ton ,  W ay n e  Sta te ,  Hawaii  a n d  in G e rm an y  (Heidelburg University).

Friday, September 24, 1982
S chedu le :
10 :0 0  a .m .  “ Hemobilia  — Salient 

Fea tu res  a n d  C a u se s”

1 2 :1 5  p .m .  ’ C o m plim en ta ry  
L u n ch e o n
— Due to limited seating 
capacity ,  Admission by 
Ticket Only 
Tickets available by 
contact ing  the  Medical 
Director’s Office 
(597-6767)

1 :00  p .m .  “Disease a n d  Artistic 
Creat ion  (How Illness 
Influences Literature. Art 
a n d  Music)"

Location
Lagerquis t  Educational  C en te r
St. Jo s e p h  Hospital a n d  Health  C are  C en te r
S e c o n d  Floor

For F u r th e r  Information
Call (206) 5 9 7 -6 7 6 7
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General Membership Meeting

SOCIETY MEMBERS GATHER TO DISCUSS 
PRIMARY CARE-SPECIALIST RELATIONSHIP

T h e  opportun ity  to d iscuss  openly the  concerns  fell by 
physic ians  about the  p r im ary  care-specialist re la tion­
ship  d rew  over 150 m em bers  of the  Medical Society to the 
May 11 general m em bersh ip  meeting. Following d inner  
at the  F irc res t  C oun try  Club, a panel of six physic ians — 
Drs . Ken G ra h am ,  Stu  Farber,  and Bob Lane 
(rep resen t ing  genera lis ts )  and Bruce B uch an an ,  John 
Kennedy, and Jack Nagle ( represen ting  specia lis ts)— 
presen ted  th e i r  views of the  issue  and responded lo 
q ues t ions  from the  floor. T h e  program  was moderated by 
Dr. Gil Roller.

Spokesm en from both sides of the panel led off the 
d iscussion  w i th  a brief s ta tem en t  of I heir views of the 
p r im ary  care-specialist relationship.  T h e  presen ta t ion  is 
sum m arized  below.

Dr. Roller: We are here  to discuss the  ethical 
implications of the  re la tionsh ip  between the  patient,  
p r im ary  care  physic ian and the specialist.  T h is  meeting 
is an o u tg ro w th  of our  Ja n u a ry  Board of T ru s te e s  re treat  
w here  we reviewed the  s t re n g th s  and the  w eaknesses  of 
our  Medical Society and came up  with  som egoals  for this 
year.

We discovered we had more s t re n g th s  than 
weaknesses .  You all know this. We have a good strong 
Society, we get a long well, we have s t rong  inter-personal 
re la tionships .  I th in k  we have an excellent s tandard  of 
medical  care  in th is  c o m m unity  and, most of all, we still 
have  an open medical staff s i tuation.

We did feel we had one w eak n ess  and that w as  really 
no program  for self-regulation. We are  not unique.

In last w in t e r ’s m em bersh ip  survey, by a subs tan tia l  
m argin ,  the  m em bersh ip  said that  the m ain tenance  of 
high professional s ta n d a rd s  in th is c o m m u n i ty  w a s a  top

Prior lo the paneI discussion. Dr. Jack Nagle Iright) 
received a plaque tram President Lloyd E lm er in apprecia­
tion ol Ins service as a m em ber of the HoanI uj Trustees. Dr. 
E lm er noted in his presentation that the Society had been 
seeking an appropriate opportunity to present the plaque to 
Dr. Nagle since he concluded his term on the Hoard—/// 
1974.

priority  for the  Society. As a resu lt ,  w e  cam e up with  an 
e thics w ork ing  group  composed of myself,  and Drs. 
B u c h a n a n ,  T a n b a r a  a n d  E a r l y .  O n e  of o u r  
recom m enda tions  w as  to have  a m ee t in g  like to n ig h t ’s. 
O u r  first  speaker  is Dr. Ken G ra h am .

Dr. C rahani: Most of us in p r im ary  care  feel that  
re la tionsh ips  w ith  our  c o n su l ta n t s  a re  q u i te  good and, 
perhaps,  m uch  be lte r  th an  those  in o th e r  communities.  
T h e  chief concern, 1 th in k ,  is one th a t  is continually  
s t ressed  by o u r  Academy of Fam ily  Physicians, 
continu ity  o f care. T h e  one a rea  of o u r  practice  that 
causes  maybe the  g rea tes t  f ru s t r a t io n  is the  feeling that  
suddenly  we are  not involved in the  ‘‘t e a m "  effort to treat 
our  pa tients .  Even though  m an y  t im es we have 
requested the  consu l tan t  to m an ag e  the  pa tien t  through 
the  acu te  phase  of his illness, we a re  still expected,  or  we 
feel we are expected by the  patient and his family, to be 
c u rren t  w ith  his care  and his progress.

.4n part ol the M ay 11 program. Dr. R o y  Virak. director ol 
Tacoma F am ily M edicine , received a check fo r  $10 ,0 0 0  
trom the M edical Society representing a contribution from  
Allenm ore C om m unity  Hospital la th e  T F M  program. The 
contribution w ill be used lo establish a procedures room lor 
TF M  residents.

Most of us will then  con tin u e  to visit the  patient,  
hoping or p lanning  at least,  t h a t  p e rh ap s  a f te r  he 's  over 
his acu te  illness, we will become his p r im ary  physician 
again and actively take  over h is  care. We visit the  patient 
and 1 would say most of the  t im e  m ak e  n o c h a rg e s  unless 
actively involved in w r i t in g  orders .

This problem can only be resolved th ro u g h  improved 
com m unica t ions  w ith  the  a t te n d in g  phy s ic ian s  and 
better  de lin ing  the re im b u rse m e n t  policies of th ird  party  
carriers .  T h e  Pierce C o un ty  Medical B ureau  is
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D r. G il R o ller m odern led Ihc p anel d iscussion  on the  
re la tionsh ip  between specialists a n d  generalists. Panelists  
a t the  head  table were (from  left to rig h t) Drs. John  
K ennedy. K en G raham . Boh Ijine , G il R oller, B race  
B u ch a n a n , S in  Farber, a n d  Jack Nagle.

inves tiga ting  the impact of multiple  physician charges in 
the hospitals.

Interspecialty  referral is ano ther  area  th a t  needs to be 
addressed. Most consu ltan ts  are sensitive to this and do 
call the pr imary  physician before m aking a fur ther  
referra l if indicated. Dr. A1 Thompson, a WSMA past 
president,  said it best when he stated that primary  care 
physic ians are the patients '  health care managers .  This 
is one of the principles stressed most frequently in cost 
conta inm ent programs.

Dr. K ennedy: W hat m akes medicine so in te res t ingand  
so challenging is th a t  it is both an art  and a science. Some 
of us practice one style of medicine, some ano ther  style 
and, to me. tha t  is the  art  of medicine. All of us should 
practice the science of medicine as it is currently  known.

W hy are we here? We are  here because we don't  all 
agree on patient m anagement.  We don't  all agree on how 
th is  care  should be delivered, by whom and in what  
setting. T h is  is flavored by personalities and 
background. Specialty consultation needs to be 
integrated into the overall patient care program. How 
th is  is done varies widely in this and other communities. 
T h e  consu l tan t  should hear from the referring physician 
and th is  should include pertinent information, what is 
specifically desired by the referring physician. Following 
th is  consultation,  the consultant  should notify the 
re ferr ing  physician of his findings and of his 
recommendations.

T hree  subsequent  decisions need to be made — Who is 
the captain  of the ship? What is to be done, who else is to 
be called? W hat are the complications tha t  might be 
expected from th is  or that  treatment?

Over the long haul, when is a specialist  no longer 
needed? W hat follow-up is appropriate  (and by whom) 
and w h a t  can we expect in the long-term care of the 
patient?  Regardless of w he ther  you're  an internist ,  a 
generalist ,  a surgeon, a psychiatrist  or  an obstetrician, 
one th ing  is required — communication. T h a t ' s  the only 
th ing  required — the abili ty tocom m unicate  w ith  others 
and to discuss the welfare of the patient.

Dr. Im h c : I th in k  this  is a very valuable discussion and 
I hope we can continue with similar programs. My 
position is som ew hat  of a hybrid because, now and then, 
I still do a consultation.

Today, pa tien ts  often come in and want  the “whole 
w orks .” T h ey  can have a parade of specialis ts and the 
pa tient  may initially love it until  it becomes so confusing

tha t  nobody really knows w hat  is going on. T h is  is one of 
the gross erro rs  we have right now; where  there  are so 
many specialists  seeing a patient tha t  nobody really 
knows w ha t 's  going on.

I have reviewed ch ar ts  of patients  who have gone 
through special care, had an extensive  w orkup and come 
out and w h a t  the devil was wrong with them was 
completely missed. W e’ve got to improve this si tuation. 
T he  essence of it is that  w e ’ve got to have a lot more 
respect for each o ther and for every patient. If wre have 
respect for each other, it will work out fine.

Dr. Farber: If people would comm unica te  w i th  each 
o ther there would probably be almost no problem. 
Everyone should be aware  of the true  intellectual 
difference tha t  family practice tries to bring to medicine, 
one physician who can provide continuity  of care, ft can 
also see beyond each particular  specialty and really does 
provide an aspect to medical care tha t  can be of great 
value to the patient and to t he o ther physicians providing 
care.

1 don't  th ink a patient,  if I have that pa tien t 's  t rust  and 
I refer that  patient,  is m y  patient.  He is a person who has 
come to me for medical care and who has placed his t ru s t  
in me. T hat  patient is not mine, not the specialist’s, not 
anybody’s. In the end, that patient is responsible for his 
care. 1 would hope that  every physician would interact 
with the patients in a m anner  that would respond to 
their individual w'ishes and demands.

Dr. Roller: Let’s have our panelists respond to 
questions from the floor.

Q uestion : A spec ia l i s t  s e e s  a p a t i e n t  in 
con su l ta t io n .  T h e  p a t i e n t  goes  h om e  an d  tw o  
w e e k s  l a t e r  h a s  th e  s a m e  p ro b le m  aga in ,  calls  th e  
spec ia l is t  a n d  is a d m i t t e d  to  th e  h o sp i ta l .  T h e  
g en e ra l is t  co m es  into the  ho sp i ta l  a n d  d o e s n ’t 
k no w  th e  p a t ie n t  is th e r e .  S hou ld  th e  spe c ia l i s t  
k e e p  th e  g e n e ra l is t  in fo rm e d  on th e  s t a tu s  of the  
or ig inal re fe rra l?

Spcrialisl: Absolutely. T he  primary  care physician is 
the captain of the ship. T he  response should be to 
immediately call the primary  care physician. Again, 
comm unications — personally and in wri t ing  — is the 
num ber  one aspect of the consultant-primary physician 
relationship.

Q ues tio n :  A s u rg e o n  o r  a su rg ica l  su b s p e c ia l i s t  
s e e s  th e  g e n e ra l i s t ’s p a t ie n t  on re f e r ra l ,  and  
d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  a  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  is 
n e c e s s a ry  a n d  you call a n d  a s k  to  be  p r e s e n t  a t  
s u r g e ry  b u t  h e  rea l ly  d o e s n ' t  feel it is n e c e s s a ry .  
How do  you h a n d le  th a t?

G eneratisl: It depends. If an assis tant is truly not 
needed, I don't see any particular  reason to be there. If 
that  patient has medical problems that  go beyond just 
tha t  surgical procedure, then I would expect to be 
involved in the care of those problems and to charge 
accordingly.

Q ues tio n :  W h a t  is  th e  m o s t  e ffec tive  a p p ro a c h  
to a co n su l ta n t  w ho  n e v e r  s e n d s  w r i t te n  r e p o r t s  
or p h o n e s  a n d  th e n  com m only ,  o r  o ccas iona lly ,  
in i t ia te s  t r e a tm e n t  on a se c o n d  u n r e f e r r e d  
m e m b e r  of th e  family?

Specialist: In our office we try very hard to require a 
physician referral for pa tients we see. We try to qualify 
the levels of our patient care and the extent  of our follow- 
up on the  basis of what kinds of disease process the
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Over loO  members attended the meeting, preceded by a 
baron o f beef a n d  chicken buffet at the Fircrest C onnin ' 
Club.

patient  h a s  and how ex tensive  it is. I th in k  som etim es we 
feel th a t  a pa tient  is perhaps  s icker than  the  p r im ary  
care  physic ian might  feel and that  the  patient is really 
more deserv ing  of our  seeing him on a regu la r  basis,  
l imited to his disease.

If it is a patient who is very sick and  we are  u n a w a re  of 
the  patient hav ing  a p r im ary  care  physician, we would 
see him w ithou t  hesitancy. If there  is a p r im ary  care 
physic ian,  we would ask tha t  family m em ber  to please 
have th a t  physic ian ask  us  to see the patient.  Sometimes 
we see pa tien ts  a t  the request  of the  family m em ber  and 
don 't  realize there  is a p r im ary  care  physic ian because 
we are  told th a t  there  is not. T h a t  is a very difficult 
s i tuat ion  because we don 't  find out until  we get nailed in 
the  hall retrospectively by the  physician w ho has  been 
car ing  for th a t  patient.  I know tha t  there  are exceptions.

Q u e s t io n :  A n y  s u g g e s t io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e
p h y s i c ia n  w h o  g e n e ra l ly  r e q u e s t s  c o n s u l ta t io n  
fo r  in - h o s p i t a l  c a r e  th e  h o u r  b e fo re  h e  l e a v e s  for 
th e  w e e k e n d  o r  a v a c a t io n ?

Generalist: W hen you 're  s ta r t in g  out t h a t ’s kind of 
nice (laughter). After awhile ,  when you’ve got a few 
bucks in your pocket and you’ve got a lot of p lans and the 
kids a re  g row n up, then  you say, “gee. t h a t ’s kind of a 
n a s ty  th ing  to do.” It forms a pa tte rn  t h a t ’s just certa in  
people and i sn ’t hard to handle. T h e y ’ll find some other 
young guy  who w a n ts  to do it. Everybody w a n ts  to get 
aw ay  Friday  night  now; I th ink  a lit tle  bit too m uch. It’s 
am azing  how busy we are du r ing  the week and how 
im p o r tan t  everybody is, (hen S a tu rd ay  and Sunday 
comes and one guy can only do so much.

Q u e s t io n :  If a  p a t i e n t  is r e f e r r e d  to  you from  a 
fam ily  p h y s i c ia n  a n d  you  d o  s u c h  a  g r e a t  jo b  th a t  
th e  p a t i e n t  d o e s n ’t w a n t  to  r e t u r n  to  th e  fam ily  
p h  y s ic ian ,  h o w  d o  y o u  h a n d le  th a t?

Specialist: T h a t  places us in a real dilemma. I m ust  say, 
and I'm only speaking for myself now, th a t  if I felt tha t  
th is  were very im portan t  in te rm s of the pa tien t 's  overall  
care , I would carry  out w h a tever  procedure, study  or 
w h a tev e r  care  tha t  I th o u g h t  th a t  patient might have. 
Some of you may not like this ,  but th is  is how I look at it.

Q u e s t io n :  W h a t  do  you  d o  a b o u t  th e  p a t i e n t  s e n t  
for a n  office c o n s u l t a t io n  w h o  is  u n a c c o m p a n ie d  
by a n y  m e d ic a l  r e c o r d s  a n d  th e n  th e  sp e c ia l i s t  
ca l ls  a n d  th e  fam ily  d o c to r  is  o u t  of to w n ?

Generalist: It is obviously very  rude .  W e try ,  w h e n  we 
refer  a pa t ien t ,  to give as m u ch  in fo rm a t ion  as  w e can 
over the  phone. Several of th e  doc tors  I re fe r  to give me 
the  cour tesy  of call ing  back an d  e n la rg in g  on th e  case 
and  I really  apprec ia te  th a t ,  even if i t ’s in th e  middle of 
the  a fternoon. T h i s  opens up  th is  com m u n ica t io n  thing 
we w ere  ta lk in g  about  a l i t t le  bit m o re  t h a n  a le t ter .  If I’m 
out of tow n  I gu ess  I 've fumbled the  ball if I h a v e n ’t given 
th em  that  m uch  in form at ion ,  but o u r  office is a lways 
open w h en  I’m a w ay  a n d  I rely on m y  n u r s e s  to give that  
information .

Q u e s t io n :  W ith  i n c r e a s i n g  s u b s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in 
t h e  c o m m u n i ty ,  w h a t  is  th e  ro le  of th e  g e n e ra l  
i n t e r n i s t  a n d  p e d i a t r i c i a n  in  r e c e i v in g  r e f e r r a l s  
f ro m  fam ily  p h y s i c ia n s ?

Generalist: T h e re  is still a s t ro n g  place for most  of us in 
family medicine. T h e  general  in te rn is t  h a s  the  w ealth  of 
overall  knowledge abou t  m a n y  th ings .  If w e ’ve got a 
d iagnostic  problem th a t  is generalized , it is very helpful 
to rely on some of the  s t ro n g  genera l  in te rn is t s  in this 
c om m unity .  In addition, they  m ay give a lit tle better 
insight into how m uch  ou g h t  to be spen t  for the  patient 's  
care  in view of the  p a t i e n t ’s age — is all th a t  testing 
really necessary? If th is  pa t ien t  is going to a nursing  
home, does he really need a C A T  scan  w h e n  the  overall 
re su l ts  a re  apparen t  to all? As far a s  th e  pediatric ian  is 
concerned, I th ink  we still app rec ia te  th e  pediatric ian  as 
m uch as we ever had in family m edicine  and  there  has 
been no real change  tha t  I can  see here. We still rely very 
heavily on our  pediatric  a ssoc ia tes  for consu lta t ion .

Dr. hen Graham, F am ily  Physician, a n d  a past president 
ot the M edical Society, icas one oj the generalists on the 
panel.

Q u e s t io n :  O ne  s e e s  all  to o  o f t e n  w h a t  a p p e a r s  to 
b e  a  s o m e w h a t  r i tu a l i s t ic  w o r k - u p  o r d e r e d  by 
c e r t a in  s u b s p e c i a l i s t s  o f t e n  in v o lv in g  u n n e c e s ­
s a r y  h o s p i ta l iz a t io n  a n d  t e s t i n g  w i th o u t  r e g a r d  to  
c o s t  fo r  th e  p a t i e n t  o r  i n s u r e r  a n d  w i th o u t  g iv ing  
th e  p a t i e n t  a d e q u a t e  in f o rm a t io n .  H o w  d o  you  
feel a b o u t  th a t ?

Generalist: I t h ink  w h en  you end up  send ing  someone 
to a specia list  you have  a w hole  different  ballgame. T h e  
specialist, th in k s  they  should  find ou t  w h a t ' s  w rong
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because t h a t ’s w h y  you sent him there. T h e  intellectual 
approach is, there  are X num ber  of things tha t  cause this 
sym ptom  and, by God, w e ’re going to find out w hat  it is 
in a short  period of time. T h a t ' s  very costly. If there  is a 
pa r t icu la r  problem that  you w ant  the specialist to deal 
with ,  then  I th in k  you have to use communication, call or 
w ri te  him a letter. Better yet, do both, and be specific.

Q u es t io n :  W h a t  sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  w h e n  the  
c o n s u l t a n t  a c t s  o r  fee ls  like th e  re f e r r in g  
g e n e ra l i s t  i s n ’t o rd e r in g  o r  t r e a t i n g  co rrec t ly ?

Specialist: It depends on what  is wrong with the 
patient at the time he is seen. T here  are certain patients  
who absolutely require and demand that  a specialist 
follow them  regularly because of the extent of their 
disease.

T h ere  are pa tients  who the specialist is perfectly 
suited for following on a regular  basis and making 
certain  they are  continually fine tuned. In those settings, 
I feel justified in continuing to follow that patient,  
hopefully, keeping the pr imary  care physician involved.

C om munication is a two way street . One of the 
subliminal messages I'm getting  here is that  i t ’s the 
responsibili ty of the specialist to keep the primary care 
physic ian informed when we do things, but 1 th ink  it's 
the p r im ary  care physician 's  responsibility before things 
ever get s ta r ted  to te l l  us w hat  he w an ts  us to d o an d  how 
he w a n ts  us to do it once we get involved. There  are 
pa tien ts  th a t  need a specialist and, on ihe other hand, I 
th ink  there is a group that  is very comfortably referred 
back to the pr imary  care  physician. We have to negotiate 
this.

Specialist: In general.  I would agree, but the one thing 
th a t  concerns me is that  there are certain pa tients that  I 
m u s t  see as a specialist and you have the picture of the 
COPD patient tha t  is s tand ing  there with  his oxygen on 
and sm oking a cigarette. T h a t  still varies with the skill 
and in teres t  of the primary care  physician.

M o d e ra to r :  O u r  c u r r e n t  p ro b le m  s e e m s  to  be 
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  so  I th o u g h t  I w o u ld  m a k e  a 
co u p le  of s u g g e s t io n s  th a t  c a m e  u p  a t  th is  t ime. 
O ne w a s ,  h a s  th e r e  b e e n  a n y  c o n s id e ra t io n  of a 
r e f e r r a l  fo rm  w h ich  in fo rm s  th e  c o n s u l ta n t  of th e  
p ro b le m  in q u e s t io n  a n d  th e  p e r t in e n t  in f o rm a ­
t ion  — lab , x - r a y s ,  e tc .  — so  th a t  he  w o u ld  no t be 
d e p e n d e n t  on  d e c ip h e r in g  s c r ib b le s?  A n o th e r  
c o m m e n t  a lo n g  th is  line  w a s  th a t  co m m u n ic a t io n  
is p o o r  if w e  d o n ’t k n o w  w h o  is co m m u n ica t in g .  If 
th e r e  a r e  fo u r  d o c to r s  on a  ca se ,  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  sign 
th e i r  n a m e s  w i th  in i t ia ls  o r  n a m e s  th a t  a r e  to ta lly  
il legible .  W e  all j u s t  k e e p  lau g h in g  a t  th is  
p ro b le m ,  b u t  it is  a c tu a l ly  a te r r ib le  d is c o u r te s y  
a n d  re f le c ts  a n  a r r o g a n t  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th e  o th e r  
p h y s ic ia n s .  Is  th e r e  a n y  w ay  to  c o r r e c t  this?

Generalist: W e’ve been working on such a form for six 
m on ths  a t  T acom a General 's  medical staff  and it is being 
referred to the  Medicine Committee. It is a pre tty  good 
form and we m ay  be able to share  it with other hospitals 
and also our  pr imary  offices.

Q u e s t io n :  W h a t  a b o u t  th e  p a t i e n t  of th e  family 
p r a c t i t io n e r  o r  g e n e ra l i s t  w h o  is off call  w h o  go es  
to  th e  e m e r g e n c y  ro o m  w ith  a n  a c u te  p ro b le m  
a n d  a  sp e c ia l i s t  is ca l le d  a n d  th e  g e n e ra l i s t  is 
n e v e r  no tif ied?

Specialist: T h e re  is ju s t  no question tha t  he should be 
notified and m ade cognizant of the fact tha t  his patient is

Dr. John Kennedy, Nephrology/Cardiology, presented an 
opening statem ent fo r  the specialists.

hospitalized and a rrangem en ts  are being made for 
follow-up care.

Q ues t ion :  Can  th e  spec ia l  c a r e  u n i t  b e  a  p lace  
w h e r e  th e  p r im a ry  p h y s ic ia n  c a n  p a r t ic ip a te ?

Specialist: T h ere  is no question about that.  Too often 
patients in special care units  are referred. If the primary 
physician is skilled enough in the area of the patient 's  
problem he certainly may take care of that  patient 
without consultation. It isn't necessary for every patient 
in an intensive coronary care unit  to have consulta tion.

Q uestion : W h a t  is  th e  s p e c ia l i s t ’s ob l iga t ion  to 
th e  g e n e ra l is t  w ith  r e g a r d  to  s e l f - r e fe r ra l s  from  
fr iends ,  re la t iv e s  a n d  so  forth?

Specialist: It is an  increasingly common problem. The  
bigger your practice, the more of your pa tients there will 
be with family who will have something they w an t  seen 
or taken care of and who will self-refer and don't have 
primary care physicians. Our practice is set up such that 
we a lways try to have a referral physician before we see 
the patient. If the patient does not have a physician and 
has a specific problem, say he 's  from out of town, we will, 
on occasion, see him and then try to find him a physician.
I th ink  that  is a good way Io handle those particular  
problems when they arise.  It is a problem that doesn't  
have to be a big hassle  and those pa tients who are going 
to want their  cardio-vascular problem answ ered ,o r  their 
renal problem, or what have you, th a t 's  the way they got 
to you in the first place. Answer it. T ak e  care of it. Get 
them into the primary care  community .

Q ues tio n :  W h a t  do  you  do  w h e n  y ou  re f e r  
p a t i e n t s  f r o m  y o u r  p r a c t i c e  to  a f a m i ly  
p r a c t i t io n e r  a n d  he  in s i s t s  o n  s e e in g  th e  e n t i r e  
fam ily  o r  n o n e  a t  all?

Generalist: I'd never refer them to tha t  physician 
again. One of Ihe theories that some of us have had 
ingrained in us in family practice is that we should take 
care  of everybody in the world in tha t  family and, 
cerlainly, there is lots of room for discussion on that  
point.

Generalist: I totally agree. 1 can'l  imagine how some 
physicians might feel tha t  way and if that  w as  the  case. 
I'd do the same. I'd say th an k  you very much and forget it 
and refer to someone else.

One issue we haven 't  addressed at all this evening is 
money and the fact th a t  there are more and more
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phy s ic ian s  in th e  c o m m u n i ty  and  a s table  n u m b e r  of 
p a t ie n ts  and  there  is an  u n d e rc u r re n t  of w h o  charg es  
and  bills for w h a t .  Maybe w e ’re not going to a d d ress  it, 
but it m ighl  be an  in te res t in g  topic.

Q u e s t io n :  H o w  d o c s  a  g e n e r a l i s t  fee l  if a  
c o n s u l t a n t  s a y s  t h a n k s  for  t h e  c o n s u l t  b u t  I h a v e  
s ix  o t h e r s  a n d  w o u ld  y o u  m in d  if a n o t h e r  
c o n s u l t a n t  s e e s  th e  p a t i e n t?

Generalist: As long as he com m unica ted  w ith  me. I 
w ou ldn ' t  m ind at all. I might say, "well,  w h o ’s the  o ther  
one going to be" and he might say “Joe Blow" and  I might 
say. “ 1 d o n ’t like Joe Blow. I’ll hold the  pa tien t  till you 
come back or vice versa" .  Again, t h a t ’s com m unica tion .

Q u e s t io n :  W o u ld  a  s p e c i a l i s t  on  th e  p a n e l  
c o m m e n t  o n  th e  s p e c i a l i s t s ’ i n t e r e s t  in c o n t in u i ty  
of c a r e ?  S h o u ld  th e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  s e n d  
fo l lo w -u p  n o te s  to  th e  c o n s u l t a n t  p e r io d ic a l ly ?

Specialist: T h e  type of pa tient  th a t  we see we generally  
have followed as the  p r im ary  physic ian, not simply 
because of o u r  in te res t  and, hopefully, exper t ise  in that  
area ,  bu t  also because the  wav re im b u rsem en t  m easure s  
for th is  type of pa tien t  a re  set  by the  governm en t.  In 
te rm s  of the  general p ract it ioner  sending  follow-up notes 
to the  consu l tan t ,  th is  is at the discretion of the  family 
p rac t i t ioner  and w h e th e r  or not he th in k s  th a t  is 
necessary .  I th in k  qu ite  often,  a phone call is ad equa te  if 
it is felt to be im portan t .

Q u e s t io n :  W h e n  d o e s  th e  p a t i e n t  ge t  to  s a y  no  
m o r e  d o c to r s  a n d  n o  m o r e  t e s t s ?

Specialist: Anybody seeing p a tien ts  in these a reas  
(in tensive  and  coronary  care  un i ts l  m u s t  have some 
knowledge and some ethical background to und e rs tan d  
how to deal w ith  them. T h e  biggest problem is w hen  the 
physic ian  tak ing  care  of the patient is really unw illing  or

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An in d e p e n d e n t pension  consu lting  o rgo n iza tio n  
p rov id in g  dll th e  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
adm inister, a n d  m a in ta in  pension  a n d  p ro fit 
sharing plans

O ur services inc lude

•  Plan Design to  m e e t your spec ific  needs

• Plan Insta lla tion assistance to  qua lify  your p la n

•  Plan A dm in is tra tion  o n  a  co n tinuous basis to  m e e t 
g o v e rn m e n ta l requ irem en ts

• A ssistance to  c lients w hose  p lans a re  a u d ite d

. i -  i6l6 • - V 'r . h  r  i!  .1 Building • Tacoma Washington 98402 
(206) 672-6663

does not w a n t  to take  the  t im e  to d iscu ss  w i th  t h e  family,  
or  p e rh ap s  th e  pa t ien t  if he  is able  to d iscuss ,  w h a t  his 
e x p ec ta t io n s  a re  and w h a t  k ind  of care  th e  p a t ie n t  w a n ts  
a n d  w h e n  he w a n t s  to quit.

T h e s e  a re  th ings  w e  tend  to glide over becau se  w e ’re 
busy.

Specialist: I hope th a t  people would  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  as 
spec ia lis ts  w e  a re  incredibly d ep en d en t  on an  ongoing 
basis  for all the  k inds of th ings  t h a t  a re  involved in total 
patient  care  ou ts ide  of o u r  a rea  of expert ise ,  and I hope 
th a t  we would look individually  a t  th e  people w h o  refer 
to us  regard ing  w h a t  k inds  of th in g s  th ey  w ould  like to 
follow and  how ex ten s iv e  th a t  follow-up w ould  be.

In special c a re  se t t ings ,  the  p r im a ry  c a re  physic ian 
can do w h a t  nobody else can  because he  k n o w s the 
family b e t te r  th an  anybody  else. On the  o th e r  han d ,  I 
th ink  you get to know a family very qu ick ly  in a critical 
care  se tting , and it is a bso lu te ly  im pe ra t ive  th a t  w e  have 
honest com m u n ica tio n  b e tw een  a p r im ary  care 
physic ian  and  th e  pa tien t  w h en  he is d ea l ing  w i th  a very 
s ignificant problem. T h e re  h ave  been t im es  w h e n  I have 
talked to the  family a n d  have  found th a t  the  p r im a ry  care 
physic ian  has  talked to the  family and  they  have  a 
different kind of perception ab o u t  how  sick the  patient 
really is. We need to be honest and  th e  m ost  im por tan t  
th ing  is being honest  w i th  the  pa tien t.

Finally, it is im p o r ta n t  for p r im a ry  c a re  people who 
have a problem w ith  me as  a specia lis t  see ing their  
pa t ien ts  to lei me know d irec tly  r a th e r  t h a n  tell ing an 
associate.

Moderator: I w a n t  to th a n k  o u r  panelis ts .  I th ink  we'll 
look forward  to doing th is  again ,  p e rh ap s  w i th  a different 
ba tte ry  of ques t ions  and a d ifferen t  panel,  th is  Fall. 
Overall,  I learned qu ite  a bit tonight.

As you know, the  th r u s t  of the  Medical Society this 
year  is e th ics  and  professionalism.

THE DOCTORS HOSPITAL 
OF TACOMA

Next General Medical Staff Meeting 
Monday, September 13 

Hospital Cafeteria - Complimentary Lunch 
(Staff does not meet In July/August)

The popular “Back to Basics” 
Medical Staff Education Programs 

will resume in September 

Topic Suggestions may be directed to 
Raymond D. Dilworth, M.D., 

Coordinator
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Hospital Parking 
Ca n  Be  Pain fu l.

Park ing  s h o u ld n 't i  
be a m a jo r o p e ra tio n .

H e re  a t D o c to rs  it  isn 't.
We have a d e q u a te  space fo r  you  and  

yo u r pa tien ts .
O u r c o ve re d  p a rk in g  is o u t o f th e  

rain, w a rm , w e ll- lig h te d  a n d  secure.
We k n o w  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f b e in g  

close to  y o u r w o rk . W hen t im e  is 
p a ra m o u n t y o u 'll fee l g o o d  k n o w in g  th a t 
y o u 're  n e ve r fu r th e r  th a n  40  s teps fro m

any  m a jo r a rea  in th e  
h o sp ita l.

It 's  a lso reassu ring  to  k n o w  th a t th e re  
w ill a lw ays  b e  a p a rk in g  space fo r  you . We 
g u a ra n te e  it. If fo r  som e reason  you  c a n 't 
fin d  one , "T E L L  U S" a n d  w e l l  b u y  you 
lunch  a t y o u r fa v o r ite  loca l re s ta u ra n t.

C om e to  D o c to rs  and  see w h a t 
pa in less p a rk in g  is all a b o u t.

It 's  jus t o n e  o f th e  w ays w e can m ake 
y o u r day  a lit t le  b rig h te r.

Do c to r ’s  Ho sp ita l
Help without the hassle.

The Doctors Hospital o f Tacoma, 737 Fawcett Avenue. Tacoma, WA 98402, 627-81
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STUDENT RECOGNITION; 1982-1983 COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN; SUMMER BEGINS

STUDENT RECOGNITION
T h e  S tu d e n t  Recognition C om m ittee  w ish es  to 

an n o u n ce  the  w in n e rs  for 1982. T h ey  are:  Marie 
Betteridge, d a u g h te r  of Bryce and Leona Betteridge, a 
g r a d u a t in g  senior from C u r t is  High School; and,  York 
B aur ,  son  of the  E rn s t  B aurs ,  a g ra d u a t in g  sen ior  from 
W ash ing ton  High School.

T h e  w in n e rs  received a m oneta ry  a w ard  and a 
com m em ora tive  plaque. T h e  com m ittee  w ishes  Io list 
the  following s tu d e n ts  as honorable  m ention: Robert 
Modarelli ,  T h o m a s  Miskovsky. E dw ard  K ram er.  Kevin 
Coffinger, Nancy  Hirz, Karen Stevens ,  Patr ic ia  M art in ,  
Jean  Kanda,  Michelle A r thu r ,  and Jill Spangler .  
C o n g ra tu la t io n s  to all  of you.

Phyllis Pierce, C hairm an

WSMA AUXILIARY CONVENTION REPORT
T h e  Pierce  County  Medical Society Auxil iary  had full 

rep resen ta t ion  a t  the  51st Annual  W ash ing ton  S ta te  
Medical Association Auxiliary Convention held in 
Olympia April 27-29. T h e re  w ere  ten delegates and one 
a l te rn a te  a t t e n d in g  each clay from Pierce County: 
M arlene  A r th u r ,  Gloria Virak, Dottie  T ru ck y ,  Shirley 
K em m an ,  Debbie McAlexander, Susie  Duffy, Bev 
G ra h am ,  Sally Larson, Joan Sullivan, Kit Larson, C a thy  
Schneider,  and  S haron  Gilbert.  Four  of our  m em bers  a re

Featuring  
Tacom a/P ie rce  C ou n ty  

Finest H om es

SWANSON—McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a l  B u i ld in g  
T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n  98402

RICH A RD  C. PESSEMIER
Sales  A s so c ia te

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

R eal  E sta te  Sales

m em b ers  of the  S ta te  Board: Nancy  Spangler ,  Jo Roller, 
C indy Anderson,  and  M arn y  Weber.

M arlene A r th u r

COMBINED BOARD MEETING
T h e  a n n u a l  com bined  board (1981-82 an d  1982-1983 

board m em bers)  m et T u e s d a y  M ay 11 a t  the  Tacom a 
Golf and C o u n t ry  Club. M em bers  sh a red  the ir  
co m m ittees '  a ccom plishm en ts  and p repared  the  new  
ch a i rm e n  for th e i r  responsibili t ies.

B eginning w ork  w a s  done for the  com ing  new  year.  
Nikki Crowley p resen ted  the  gavel to incom ing  president 
Marlene A r th u r .  Nikki w a s  g iven  a big “ t h a n k  y o u ” for 
her  year  of service as  p re s id en t—a job well done. T he  
m em b ers  joined for lunch  a f te r  th e  m eeting.

1982-1983 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
AMA-ERF: Holiday C a r d ...........................Helen W hitney

M e rc h a n d ise .............................S tep h an ie  Tuell

C om m unica t ions:  B u l le t in .................................. Judy  Baerg
N e w s l e t t e r ................ S h a ro n  Lukens

C o un ty  Health  P r o je c t s ...................................... Gloria Virak
Health  F a i r .................................. B a rb a ra  Wong

C o m m u n ity  R e p o r t s ........................................... Julia  Mueller

Tel-Med C o o r d i n a t o r .................................... Jess ie  Gillespie
C o - C o o r d in a to r ................................ M ary  Schaeferle

W om ens S h e l t e r ...................................................G inny  Miller

Handicapped A w a r e n e s s ...........................  S h a ro n  Lukens
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JACKSO N HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K ” St.

Tacom a, W ash ing ton  98405 

(206) 627-0031

MEDICAL OFFICE 
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located between Tacom a General 
H osp ita l and M ary B ridge  C h ild rens  
H osp ita l w ith  220 car Park ing  G arage 
all connected  by unde rg ro u n d  tu n ­
nel

U tilitie s  and Ja n ito ria l services p ro ­
vided in rental rates.
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C ar Seat R e s t r a i n t ..................................... Judy Wagonfeld
C o -C h a irm a n .....................................Aleda Littlefield

Organ D o n o r ........................................................ Barry  Mott

S tudent Recognition........................................... Pat Knight

Long Range P lanning ..................... Debbie McAlexander

M a i l i n g ..........................................................Shirley Kemman
Marilyn Bodily

F in a n c e ............................................................Shirley M urphy
Newcomers....................................................Alberta  Burrow s

Mary Ix rn  Jones (Co) 
Sharon Gilbert (Co)

Telephone N e t w o r k ...................................... Donna Mcl^ees
Lavonne Campbell (Co) 

Jane Nowsgroski (Co)

S u n sh in e ..............................................................Marny Weber
Deana Dean (Co) 
Rubve Ward (Co)

Remembered ..................................................... Norma Smith

Volunteers ..........................................................Phyllis Pierce

Speakers B u re au .........................................................Jo Roller

Nominating ...................  Nikki Crowley, Past President

THANK YOU
I wish to thank  all of you who helped me g a th e r  the 

news for the Auxiliary Page these two years. I 
appreciated the timely response given to my requests  for 
news items and your willingness to re tu rn  calls. I 
couldn't have done the job without your help. Special 
thanks to Tom Curry and his staff.

M arx Whvte Iwuard

Space for 
Harmonious Living

615 North Sixth Street  
Tacom a,  Washington

R e flec tin g  the rare quality  and cra ftsm ansh ip  o f  
an era past. O ver 6,000 square f e e t  o f d istinction  
and charm. G racefully arched doors w ith  leaded  
glass panes, d e ta iled  gum  wood molding, hard­
wood floors, dram atic high ceilings and a large 
m a s te r  bedroom  suite  are ju s t  som e o f the high­
ligh ts o f th is f iv e  bedroom plus N orth  E n d  E sta te . 
L ea ve  your nam e and address w ith  our answ ering  
service 1627-5916) fo r  a free  deta iled  brochure and  
an in v ita tio n  fo r  a personal tour.

(206) 627-5916

CLOVER PARK
REAL ESTATE

FIRCREST 

ASIAN AMBIANCE 

ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED 

RAMBLER 

(2 0 6 )5 8 4 -2 7 0 0

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an & Toynbee  can p rov ide  you 
w ith  a fu ll range o f insu ra n ce  coverage to  m eet 
a ll o f y o u r pe rsona l and p ro fe ss io n a l needs — 
p en s io ns , e m p lo ye e  b e n e fits , life  and d is a b ility  
insu rance , p rop e rty  and ca su a lty  insu rance .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  BROKERS

705 S o u th  N in th , T acom a  W A  98405 / 627-7183

B o b  Sizer 
D o u g  D y c k m a n .  Jr. 

J o h n  T o y n b e e  
W a y n e  T h r o n s o n

M a r g e  J o h n s o n ,  C P C U  
B. D e n n is  S c h m i d t ,  C L U  
P K a th y  W a r d lo w  

B o b  C le a v e la n d
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SOCIETY ENDORSES APPLICATION FOR 
CONTINUED COMMUNITY CLINIC FUNDING

The M edical Society, by action o f the Executive  
C om m ittee a n d  B oard o f Trustees, has strongly  
supported the application by the health departm ent fo r  
con tinued  fu n d in g  o f  its co m m u n ity  clin ic program — the 
Eastside, Fam ily, S u m n e r  a n d  Lakewood Clinics. The  
fo llow ing  letter was sent in M ay in support o f the 
d epartm ent's application— the editor

Andrea  Jordan 
P r im ary  Care,  B ureau  of

C o m m u n i ty  Health  Services 
Mail Stop M /S  7-A55 
P a rk lan d  Building 
5600 F ishe r  Lane 
Rockville, M ary land  20857

Dear Ms. Jordan:

T h is  le t ter  is being w r i t te n  in support  of the  
application of the Tacoma-Pierce  C oun ty  Health 
D ep ar tm en t  for Medically Underserved  Area (MUA) 
designation  for the  a re a s  served by i ts  c o m m u n i ty  clinic 
program  and for con tinued  fu n d in g  for the p rogram . 
M any physic ian  m em bers  of the Medical Society have 
been involved in the  im plem entat ion  of the  four 
c o m m u n i ty  clinics operated  by the  hea l th  d e p a r tm e n t  
and in the  ongoing review of the qua li ty  of medical  care  
provided th rough  the clinics. O th e r  p hysic ians  also have

been involved in th e  p rep a ra t io n  a n d  rev iew  of t h e  MUA 
applicat ion  d a ta  su b m i t te d  to y o u r  office u n d e r  separa te  
cover ear l ie r  th is  week. T h e  hea l th  d e p a r t m e n t ’s 
a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h r e e  m e t h o d s  f o r  M U A 
de te rm in a t io n  a n d  des ig n a t io n  of th e  m o s t  appropria te  
s ta t is t ica l  conf igu ra t ion  based  on ex is t in g  c r i te r ia  m ay  
be m ade  a t  y o u r  option.

It is the  position of the  Medical Society t h a t  the  need to 
provide medical se rv ices  for th e  m edical ly  ind igen t  in 
Pierce C o u n ty  is real a n d  m u s t  be m et .  W hile  private 
p h y s ic ian s  have  abso rbed  a  s ign if ican t  p e rcen tage  of 
Medicaid, lowered fee a n d  no  fee p a t i e n ts  in to  their  
p ract ices  the  need is in c reas in g  and  th e  c linics a re  a vital 
pa r t  of the  local h e a l th  delivery  sy s tem .  It is so m ew h a t  
academ ic  for those  involved (e ither those  in need of the 
care  o r  those  a n x io u s  to provide i t ) as to w h ic h  sta tis t ical  
configura tion  is used  by th e  B ureau .

A recent  Medical Society te lephone  su rv ey  of 
physic ians  in the  Lakewood a rea ,  s i te  of one of th e  four 
clinics, u n d e rsco re s  th e  fact t h a t  th e  c linics a re  very 
im p o r tan t .  T h e  Society su rveyed  92% of th e  p r im a ry  care 
physic ians  in the  a rea  and found th a t  87% of the 
r e sp o n d an ts  a re  accep t ing  p a t ie n ts  w i th  Medicaid 
coverage, 51% a re  accep ting  a d ju s ted  o r  lowered fee 
pa t ien ts ,  and  32% are  a ccep t ing  p a t ie n ts  u n ab le  to pay 
an y  fee. On the  average, th e  p h y s ic ian s  surveyed 
e s t im a te  t h a t  14% of the ir  prac t ices  a re  devoted to 
Medicaid beneficiaries, 6% to ad ju s ted  or lowered fee 
pa t ien ts ,  and 3% to no fee p a t ie n ts  (the no fee e s t im a tes  
do not include bad debt pa tien ts) .  Finally ,  47% of those 
surveyed  can n o t  accept a la rg e r  p e rcen tage  of such 
pa tients .  T h e  clinics a re  needed to serve  th a t  portion of 
the  population th a t  exceeds w h a t  c an  be absorbed  into 
p r ivate  medical  p ractices .  T h e  s t a te  of the  econom y in 
o u r  area  v ir tua l ly  g u a ra n te e s  t h a t  the  n u m b er  of 
medically  ind igen t  will c o n t in u e  to grow .

As has  been s ta ted  in the  past ,  the  Medical Society 
s t rong ly  su p p o r ts  the  fou r  c linics opera ted  by the  health  
d ep ar tm en t .  T h ey  provide good q u a l i ty  care  and  are 
s tra teg ica lly  located. T h e i r  location provides a nu m b er  
of adv a n tag es  a s  they  a re  close to m ass  t r a n s i t ,c e n t r a l ly  
located for the people served, close to hospitals,  
laboratories ,  and physic ian  spec ia l is ts  w h o  t rea t  clinic 
p a t ien ts  on a re ferra l  b as is ,  and a re  c o nven ien t ly  located 
to o th e r  heal th  resource  c en te r s  and  special service 
agencies. It is pe rh ap s  a u n ique  fea tu re  of Pierce  C ounty  
th a t  those  w ho a re  medically ind igen t  a n d  w h o  have  a 
p r o b le m  w i t h  a c c e s s  to m e d ic a l  s e r v i c e s  a re  
geographically  sca t te red  th ro u g h o u t  the  coun ty .  T h ere  
is no easily  defined geographica l  “ p o ck e t” of indiv iduals  
in need.

Medical Society re p re se n ta t iv e s  h a v e  m et  w i th  Sixth 
Distr ict  C o n g ressm an  Norm Dicks, m em b e rs  of 
C ongressm an  D icks’ s taff ,  c o u n ty  and  c ity  elected 
officials and  o th e rs  to e x p ress  o u r  s t ro n g  su p p o r t  for 
con tinued  fu n d in g  of the fo u r  clinics. We urge  th a t  you 
give the  heal th  d e p a r tm e n t 's  app lica t ion  favorable  
consideration .

Sincerely,

Lloyd C. E lm er,  M.D., P re s id en t  
Medical Society of Pierce  C o u n ty

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

IRADK) RACE OF mCOMA -------------------------------- . . .  #1 in radio
paging. Your own personal beeper 

will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

ANSWERING
H — N serv ice  n o rth w e s t . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . r - - 7r \  r \ c c r \  
or both, 24 hours a day. O  (  0

LIFELINE Emergency 
Response System. . .  an alternative to
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, O Q O  O O Q O  
24 hours a day. O O 0 “ v 5 ^ 0 0
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In accordance with the Bylaws o f  the Medical Society o f  Pierce C ounty ,  Chapter Seven, Section A, MEMBERSHIP, 
the following physicians have applied for membership, and notice o f  their application is herewith presented. As outlined 
in the Bylaws, any member who has information o f  a derogatory nature concerning an applicant’s moral or ethical 
conduct,  medical qualifications or other such requisites for membership, shall assume the responsibility o f  conveying 
that information to the Credentials Committee or Board o f  Trustees o f  the society.

FIR ST  NOTICE

E d g a r  S. S te in i t z ,  M.D., P h y s ic a l  
Medicine and  Rebilitation. Born  in  New  
Y o rk , NY, 2 /1 /52 ; U n iv e rs ity  o f C in c in n a ti 
College of M edic ine . 1978; in te rn sh ip . U n i­
ve rs ity  o f W ash ing ton . 1979-81; W ash ing ton 
S tate license, 1979. Has applied fo r medical 
s ta ff m e m bersh ipa t A llenm ore .D octo rs , Lake­
wood General, M a ry  B ridge C h ild re n ’s. St. 
Joseph and Tacom a General hosp ita ls. D r. 
S te in itz  is p ra c tic in g  at A llenm ore  M edical 
C enter. S u ite  B-3003, Tacom a. Sponsors:  
Drs. Lee R. Dorev and C harles Ray.

tic in g  at 2607 B ridg e p ort W ay W ., Tacom a. 
Sponsors:  Drs. J. Dale H ow ard  and B a rry  J. 
Weled.

Rufino R. Ramos, M.D., Psychia try .  Born 
in P h ilipp ines. 8.-T9'33; S ou thw este rn  U n iv e r­
s ity . P h ilipp in es . 1964; residency. F a irfie ld  
H ills  H osp ita l, N ew to w n , Conn., 19711-73; 
W ash ing ton  S tate license. 1979. Has applied 
fo r m edical s ta ff m em bersh ip  at Good 
S am aritan , Puget Sound and St. Joseph’s 
hosp ita ls. D r. Ramos is p ra c tic in g  at U 20  
M e rid ian  S., S u ite  D, P uya llup . WA. 
Sponsors:  Drs. Hugo VanDooren and Dale 
H ow ard.

Robert E. Sands,  M.D., Psychiatry .  Born 
in Seattle. W A, 5/4 -16; U n iv e rs ity  o f W ash ing ­
ton. 1979; in te rn s h ip  (1972-73) and residency 
(1973-75). W a lte r Reed A rm y  M edical Center; 
Fe llow ship  in  ch ild  p sych ia try , l-e tte rm an 
A rm y M edical C en te r/Lang ley  P o rte r Inst. 
UCSF. 1976-78; W ash ing ton  State license, 
1967. Has applied fo r m edical s ta ff m em ber­
sh ip  at A llenm ore , D octors, M a ry  Bridge 
C h ild re n ’s. Pugei Sound. St. Joseph and 
Tacoma General hosp ita ls . D r. Sands is prac-

I?

SECOND NOTICE

John E . K o o ik e r, M .D ., P s y c h ia try . B orn  in 
M inneapo lis , M innesota , 7/20/20; S ta te  U n iv e r­
s ity  o f Iow a, Iow a C ity , la., 1945; in te rn sh ip , 
U.S. N ava l H osp ita l, G rea t Lakes, I ll in o is , 
1945-46: res idency, M enn inge r Foundation  
School o f P s y c h ia try , Topeka, Kansas, 1949-52; 
S tate o f W ash ing ton  license, 1982. D r. K o o ike r 
is p ra c tic in g  at W es te rn  S ta te  H osp ita l. 
Tacoma. Sponsors: D rs. E. M . W ood and Singa 
K rish n a m o o rti.

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recommend w ith confidence 
professional diaper service

’ L abo ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m onth  a random  
sam ple of o u r d iapers is sub jec ted  to  exhaustive  
stud ies in a b io ch e m ica l labo ra to ry .

• U tm o st Convenience. Thanks to  p ick  up and d e ­
live ry service, o u r p ro d u c t com es w hen you  need it.

•E c o n o m ic a l. All th is  se rvice , all th is  p ro te c tion  
against d ia p e r rash costs fa r less than paper d iapers  
—o n ly  penn ies m ore  a day than hom e-w ashed  
d iapers

\

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is ille ga l to  d is ­
pose o f hum an exc rem en t in ga rbage  M o th e rsa re  
do ing  th is w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iapers. "D isp osa b le " 
is a m isnom er.

Tacoma
383-1234

S e a tt le  
6 3 4 -B A B Y

Washington 's  Oldest. M ost Trusted P ro fess iona l  
Diaper Serv ice /S erv ing  Our S econd  Generat ion

V

THE BALANCE SHEET
Accounting and Tax Service

SPECIALIZING . . .
In Service to the Medical Profession 

at a reasonable cost

• C onsulting • Month End

• System Set-ups • Year End

• New O ffice Organization • Payroll Taxes

• Assistance to Personnel • Income Taxes

• Financial Statements

10224 Lake Louise Drive S.W. 
Tacoma, WA 98498 

(206) 581-4594
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C lassified  and anno uncem ent copy may  
be m ailed  to: G raw in  P ublications, 1020  
L loyd  B uild ing, 603 S tew art S treet, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50$ per word; $10 m inim um  charge. 
C heck  m ust accom pany copy.

P H Y S IC IA N S  O F F IC E  FO R  R E N T . A v a il­
a b le  e a r ly  s u m m e r, P o rt O rc h a rd , W a s h ­
in g to n . 876-4661.

J A C K S O N  H A L L  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R .
S p a ce  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease  a c ross  from  
T a c o m a  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l. D es ig n  and 
f in is h  to  y o u r  re q u ire m e n ts . V a ria b le  lease 
ra te  if d e s ire d . C a ll 627-0031.

E L E C T R O L Y S IS

H e le n e  B la ck , R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a c o m a  98405 759-1151 

M e m b e r: W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro ly s is  
A ssn . and  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra in e d : K ree  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is . N Y. and  W ils h ire  
B lvd . S c h o o l, Los A n g e le s

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  t o  jo in  M u l t i ­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t co ve ra g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t y e a r g ua ra n te e  and 
inc e n tiv e s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  serves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e r in a ta l re fe rra l cen te r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C.V. o r in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S k r in a r, M .D ., P u g e t S ound  
C lin ic .  3611 S o u th  "D "  S tree t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
7 56 -8569  o r  206 -272-0486  a fte r hou rs .

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N T E R  —  S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac . a ir. 
and  s to ra g e  (n ea r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C a ll 
752 -6336  (M o n ,— T h u rs .) T a co m a .

G R O U P  P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y -  
FA M IL Y  P R A C T IC E  A ND  O B /G Y N )— A
m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  p ra c tic e  in T a co m a  
seeks e m p lo y m e n t, w ith  p a rtn e rs h ip  
o p p o r tu n ity , o f F a m ily  P ra c tice  and 
O B /G Y N  p h y s ic ia n s  E x c e lle n t b e n e fits  
and  c o m p e n s a tio n  — g ua ra n te e  and 
in ce n tive . Fo r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll R ob e rt 
W ilson , M .D ., o r  D on  R e d d in g to n  (206) 
627-9151, o r  w rite . P .O  B ox 5467, 
T a c o m a , W A  98405

FO R  R E N T  a ll o r  p a rt 3200  sq . f t .  in  10 th  & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f i c e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

H O O D  C A N A L  T IM E -S H A R E  C O N D O ­
M IN IU M  FO R  S A LE . 3 b e d ro o m , 3 fu ll 
b a th  on  H o o d  C a n a l n e a r A ld e rb ro o k . 1/6 
s h a re  —  in c lu d e s  tim e -s h a re  b o a t. 
C o n ta c t T e rry  T o rg e n ru d , M .D ., 564-1115.

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all M edical Society Members.

M em ber, A m erican  Collectors A ssociation 
M ed ica l/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus of A m erica

PSC. is o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  F rank B. Rossiter.

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A Street 
RO. Box 1213 
Tacom a. WA 98401

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice
Do You Need?

* P r a c t i c e  C o o r d i n a t i o n
* P e r s o n n e l  T r a in in g
* O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a N e w  O f f i c e
* F in an c ia l  R e c o r d s  M a n a g e m e n t
* O n - g o i n g  o r  S h o r t - t e r m  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

COMPREHENSIVE 
SERVICE

INDIVIDUALIZED

D o l o r e s  L u n s t r u m  

4109 B r i d g e p o r t  W a y  W e s t  
T a c o m a ,  W A  98466 
2 0 6 /5 6 4 -5 6 0 0

O F F IC E  S P A C E  —  S p a c io u s  a iry  s u ite , 
f iv e  y e a rs  o ld , n e x t to  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l. 
1 ,400 sq . f t .  W in d o w s  o n  th re e  s id e s  - 
ve ry  l ig h t.  T h re e  la rg e  e xam  ro o m s . 
A v a ila b le  7-8/82. R e a s o n a b le . C o n ta c t 
G e o rg e  K r ic k , M .D ., 572-3520.

F A M IL Y  P R A C TIC E  lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
in g s  a t T a c o m a , O ly m p ia , F e d e ra l W ay 
M e d ic a l C e n te rs  o f G ro u p  H e a lth  C o o p ­
e ra tiv e . B o a rd  e lig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu l l  s c o p e  p r im a ry  ca re . C o n ­
ta c t:  Dr. J e s s e  M a n te l, 1112 S. C u s h m a n  
S t., T a c o m a , W A  98405, (206) 838-6112.

T A C O M A , L A K E W O O D  —  Lea se  space 
fo r  M e d ic a l-D e n ta l S e p c ia l is ts  in  th e  new 
F o r t  S te i la c o o m  P r o fe s s io n a l B ldg . 
In te r io r  ca n  be  d e s ig n e d  fo r  lea so rs  
n e e d s . E x c e lle n t lo c a t io n  a n d  e xp o su re . 
C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R in g  a t 584-6200 
o r  582-5856.

M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  O f f ic e  S p a ce . 1220 
sq . f t .  W il l  re m o d e l to  s u it .  N e w  c o m p le x  
in  P u y a llu p  b u s in e s s  d is t r ic t  le s s  than  
o n e  m ile  fro m  G o o d  S a m a r ita n  H o s p ita l. 
O F F E N B E C H E R -H IG G IN S  (206) 841-0111

1 ,000 S Q . FT . B U IL D IN G  fo r  lease. 
In c lu d e s  w a it in g  ro o m , b u s in e s s  o ff ic e , 
2 e x a m in in g  ro o m s , p r iv a te  o f f ic e ,  and 
Lab  s p a c e . C a ll 588-3809 .
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Ask your bookkeeper 
how things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

p i]  Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland. Wenatchee. Anchorage. Juneau

■ R p g is ie 'O d  M a r k  B lu e  C f o s s  A s s o c a i o n
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D1CAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 Sou th  9 th ,  Suite 203 

Tacoma, Washington 98405

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T IO N  R E Q U E S T E D

b u l k  r a t e
U .S .  P O S T A G E

PAID
TACOMA, WASH.

PERMIT NO. 60S

An added complication... 
in the treatment of bacterial bronchitis4

te A tieta-bemolytK

Apoivj-nate culture and susccptipiiny studies LhojkJ Dc 
performed lo determine susceptibility ol the causative organise 
to CiOO’
Contraindication: Ceclor is conirairflicated m paiients #iih 
known allergy ic the cephalosporin group ol aniitiioi-cs 
Warnings: in pehiCiuin-sensitive patients. ciphalosporin  
ANTIBIOTICS 3HCUID8E AOMIHISTEHED CAUTIOUSLY THefiE IS 
C li’lCAL S’.O UBOP-ATOfir' EViOEHCE Of PSRTWl CBOSS 
6 ' LEH&ENiCiT r Of THE PCMlClLllUS AMD THE CtPMAL0SP0flili5 
AND THERE AUl INSTANCES IN WHICH PATIENTS HAVE HAD 
flEACfiONS iWClUOING AMAPHU.AXI5 10 BOTH ORUC CLASSES 

AniitMlics 'nctudirigCfrC-or ihouiHbcaCrvnistcreflcaui-oijsij 
io any paifent who has d m m iM M  some lorm of allergy, 
particularly to drugs
Precautions: II an allergic icaciion in cd id o i occurs, ifte 
drug should be discontinued. and ii necessary Hie oaiiem 
shc-iH u t treated mm aixxopriatc agsni^ e g ties-wt smiles 
MiitusiamiWi, or conicostero.Us 

Prolonged uy; Ol celJClor may result in (he ovcf<jro*tn ol 
wroaKtpliCii? ch ris m s Carslul observation a! ’Jie oaten: is 
essential fl supeimlccllo/i occurduimg therapy, appropriate
measures -houlrl tie lann  

Pomk? fi.recl C w r.6'. tests hai* been isccurt Cunnj 
ueatment Mitn tne cephalosporin annbiolics In riemaiolOQic 
stupes or m tnnsiusion crossmalching procedures when 
sritijloBuiin tests are performed o i ;ne minor s*n« or m Cw.ffiQ 
testing ol newborns vrbose mothers nave receiml cephalosporin 
wiilj-otics Cetorc parturition, it sfifluifl be rccognirrvJ that a 
positive CoenBs m l  na<bed je loitw diug 

Cedar should M  administered wnii caution m iho pro&onr.r 
ot markedly impaired renal lurKtinn Under such a condition 

clinical oD&enraiion and laooiaiorf siiriies snouKJ t>e 
made Mcause sale iIosagG may Ihi lower than ihai usually 
recommended 

As a result ol administration cl Ceclor a Uisc positi* 
reaction lot glucose In lilt urine may occur Thu linr. Men 
oOsewJ *i!fl EJened'Cts and FcMlng s r.nrji-on-j nrO atyi with 
Cl.ftinr.1'  taul-ciL. Dirt not with Ter-Taos’ iducodc fnr»Twiit 
Tesi Strip. USP. Lilly)

Usjffi’ in P it y r . iK y -  Although no tcralcgenc r,t antrt^niiiy 
srtEct: «ere seen in ituiuducnori studies in rnic«: di*J lais 
lecelvmg up lo I? timcr, lhe maitmom hunun dos« ui In larreis 
fli-rtn tmet iT.es ire maiirr.um nui^n dose the Mlety ot ims 
fliug lor use .n human pregnancy has not heen established The 
Iwnelllr. nl the diug in flicgrtani women should tw nwghtfJ 
jja in j! i  jcjS'B1'- " 5*  to the leius 

UmQBin to tinc r-S ale ty  ot this piodoci lor use m mlanis 
less titan « «  month ol age has not been estaC listed 
AdvatM  Ructlcna: Adverse ellects considered related to 
cefadoi therapy aic uricommo/i and are lulled below 

Gasiicnitesmal symptoms occur in about 2 5 percent n! 
wt.ents and ircmae Oiaimea U in ?0>and rausea artd vomitir-g 
|1 in 90i

As wim OCfiei Orfrid spectrum aittiCiotrcs. COhlir,. VKMmQ 
late msiances ot tiseudomemtianous colitis, has been reponed 
in con|uiKllon will) therapy mltn Coder

Some ampicillin'reslstant strains of 
Haetnophilus influenzae—a recognized  
com plication of bacteria l bronchitis*—are  
sensitive to treatment with Ceclor.18

In clinical trials, patients with bacterial bronchitis 
due to susceptible strains of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae. H. influenzae. S. pyogenes 
(group A beta-hemolytic streptococci), or multiple 
organisms achieved a satisfactory clinical 
response with Ceclor.7

Cefaclor

Hypersensrinity reactions ftave Men reponed in aboui 1.5 
percent ol patients and include morDiiiilorm eruptions l i m lOOl 
Pfunii*s uflicana. aW cosrir.u Coombs tests each xcui in less 
man 1 in 200 patients Casas ol serurvsickness-hke reaciiors 
lerytrtema multiiorrre w tne aflow skJn marafesiabons aaorrcaried 
Dj anntius.'artmaigia aw, ti?quentty, lertij have Men tcponed 
These reacilons are apparently due to hypersensitivity and have 
usually occurred during or following a second course ot therapy 
*tm Cecior’  icelacior Such reactions nave Deen teponed moie 
irequeouy in children than in adults signs and symptoms usually 
occur a few days after initiation o< therapy art subside "M in a 
lew days alier cessation ol therapy. No serious sequelae havB 
Deen reported Antihistamines and corticostetords appear lo 
enhance resolution of the syndrome 

Cases ol anaphyiajis have iwen r?poned. halt o! wwcli Have 
occurted m paiients with a hislpryol penicillin allergy 

OWcr effects considered leiaied to therapy iiKluded 
eosirtopfiiha (1 m 50 patients)and genual pruritus ot vaginitis 
Hess than l in 100 patients]

CausjJ flefjficns/irp Uixreffain-Trapsiiory aHwmahiies m 
clinical labotaiory test tosuiis hive Men leponed. Alihough 
they weie ol u n c m m  etiology Ihsy i re  listed Octow w ssne 
as aiemng inioimauon tor me physician 

HdWfie-SliDrit eiewilans m SGOT, SGPT. dj alkaline 
phosphaiase values (t In 4Q\ 

ffemafweJrc-Transient Hociuations m leukocyte count, 
predominantly lymphocytosis occuriing in infants and young 
children (I In 40) 

flen jr- Slight elevations in GUN or soium creatinine tiess 
man i <n 500) ot aDnoimal urinalysis Hess than I in 2D0)

I lOQZaiHI

lectlous esacorbatlon ol

Pulvules®, 250 and  500 m g

ot rtieumaiic lever See prescrlhiriQ information 
Reltroncai
1 Antimictob Agents Chemoliiet. eg i. 1975
2 Aniimciob Agenis Cherrtother. n  470,1977
3 Anilmicrob Agents ChomothBi, /J 534 1979
4 Antimicioft Agents Chemothei. IP490 1977
5. Current Chemotherapy (tdiied hy w Siegoniltalsr and 

fl Luthyi.il 000 Washington. DC American Society lor 
MiciobiolDgy. 1978

6 Antlmlcrcb Agents CUcmothoi, ?3(J&l, 1970.
7 Data on tile Eli Lilly and Company
0 Principles and Practice dI infectious Diseases edited by 

- GL Mandell. RG Douglas, Ji .and J E Qenncttl.p 497 
New Yoik John Wiley S Sons. 1979

A d tit tw iig l in fo rm a tio n  sva ila b le  to 
th e  p ro fe ss io n  o n  reQuesl Iro m  
Eh L illy  a nd Company. 
In d ian ap o lis . In d iana 46285  
Ell Lilly Industries. Inc.
Carolina, Puerto flico 00530
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NOW MORE THAN E V E R ............
WHEN IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

Y ou  can  e n h an c e  your practice, k eep  you r payroll 
at a m in im um  a n d  hire the  best em p lo y ee  available.

Y o u r  Medical  Soc ie ty  P l a c e m e n t  Se rv ice  specia lizes in p e r s o n n e l  p l a c e m e n t .

W e  adv ise ,  consu l t ,  sc ree n ,  test,  c h e c k  re fe re n ce s ,  adver t ise  for  y o u  a n d  h a v e  th e  latest  statistics 
o n  salary  ra n g es  a n d  benefit  p a c k a g e s  in P ie rce  C o u n ty .

W e  he lp  you  avo id  legal difficulties by h av in g  available  th e  in fo rm a t io n  y o u  n e e d  to  k n o w  
re g ard in g  discrim ination  a n d  fair e m p lo y m e n t  p ract ices .

W e  will p e rso n a l ly  visit y o u r  p rac t ice  to  a ssess  th e  indiv idual  n e e d s  of y o u r  office 
a n d  p ro v id e  y o u  with th e  best  m a tch .

Qualified help turn to us first.
W e ’re effective, ethical,  a n d  re sp o n s iv e .  C o n t ro l le d  by a physic ian  B o a rd  of Directors .

Call us if you are:
S e e k in g  n e w  staff 

Ju s t  starting pract ice  
C h a n g in g  o r  starting n e w  office sy s tem s  

N e e d  a sa lary  su rvey  a n d  benefi t  p a c k a g e  
N e e d  a p a c k a g e  o n  d iscrimination w arn ings  

N e e d  advice  on  p e r s o n n e l  p ro b lem s

W e  place  a n y  k ind of m edical  office/clinic staff.
If w e  d o n ’t h a v e  a qualified app lican t  in o u r  files, we'll  find y o u  one!

RN 's  . . . Medical Sec re ta r ie s  . . . L ab o ra to ry  T e c h 's  . . . L P N ’s . . . M E D / 'R E C /B K K P 's  
Physical T h e rap is ts  . . . T ranscr ip tionists  . . . N P 's  . . . P A ’s . . . O r th o  T e c h ’s

MEDICAL-DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 S o u t h  9 th ,  S u i te  203 
T a c o m a .  W A  98405 
572-3709
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A summary of Medical Society, and local medical and health news

MEDICAL ECONOMY AND SURVIVAL 
FEATURES OF WSMA ANNUAL MEETING

The WSMA Annual  Meeting, October 7-10 in Yakima, will feature  
p rogram s th a t  crit ically explore physicians’ economic survival:  W h at  is 
happening in the medical  economy, prepaid plans, and “will free choice of 
physician” survive? Several  well-known and nationally recognized ex­
pe r ts  will speak on Sa turday,  October 9, on competit ive  factors, 
m arke ting  new forms of practice, hospital-physician combines and the  
choices physicians will have regard ing  the way they  choose to practice 
medicine.

Scientific program s,  all offering CME credit  and free to WSMA 
m em bers  will t ak e  place on Friday, October 8 and S aturday ,  October 9. 
Sessions in pediatrics, surgery ,  psychiatry, ophthamology, emergency 
medicine, in te rnal  medicine and obste tr ics  will take  place d uring  those 
two days.

Physic ians Insurance, the  WSMA sponsored professional liability 
insurance carrier ,  will hold its first  annual m eeting  on Thursday, 
October 7. The WSMA Annual M eeting  is the 93rd for the s ta te  
organization and will take  place a t  the  Yakima Convention Center, 
Towne Plaza Motel and the  Holiday Inn. All facilities a re  in close 
proximity to one another.

A packet  of annual m ee ting  materia ls  will be mailed to all WSMA 
m em bers  in August.  A preliminary program  will be included along with 
m ee ting  reg is tra t ion  forms and hotel/motel reserva t ion  cards.

PHYSICIANS ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP

Four  provisional m em bers  were  elected to m em bersh ip  in the Medical 
Society of Pierce  County a t  the  June  Executive  Committee  meeting. 
The new MSPC m em bers are: Drs. Rufino R. Ramos, Hugh K. Lancaster ,  
Mohammad A. Saeed, and S tephen  S. Tobias.

PUBLIC HEALTH/SCHOOL HEALTH COMMITTEE 
TO MEET WITH SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES

Pierce  County School dis tr ic t  super in tenden ts ,  p r ivate  school admin­
is t ra to rs ,  school nurses,  special education directors, and sports/physical 
education d irec to rs  have been invited to m eet  with physicians on 
A ugus t  26. This is an annual meeting, sponsored by the  Society and its 
Public Health/School Health  Committee.

Among the  issues to be discussed are: Medical clearance for sports,  
implementation of the  new school medication law, Child Find, health 
screening activit ies and resources,  and modified physical education. 
MSPC m em bers  in te res ted  in attending, or  who have concerns th a t  
should be brought to the a t ten tion  of the group, are invited to contact 
the Medical Society office.

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

The Medical Society’s P lacem ent Service has a ro s te r  of qualified of­
fice personnel ready  for your tem porary  staffing needs. Fo r  help in 
covering vacation and o ther  staffing needs call Linda Carras,  Placem ent 
Service m anager ,  572-3709.

Published m onth lyby Ih e  M e d ic a l S o c ie ty  o f  P ie rc e  C o u n ty ,  7 0 5  S o u th  9 th , S u ite  20 3 , T a c o m a ,  W A  9 8 4 0 5  T e le p h o n e  (2 0 6 ) 5 7 2 -3 6 6 6 . B u lk  R a te  U S P o s ta g e  p a id  a t 
T a c o m a . W a s h in g to n  T h e  B U L L E T IN  is  p u o l is h e d  m  th e  in te r e s t  o l  m e d ic in e  a n d  a l l ie d  p r o fe s s io n s  T h e  o p in io n s  h e re in  a re  th o s e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  c o n t r ib u to r  a n d  d c  
n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  r e f le c t  th e  o f f ic ia l  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  u n le s s  s o  s ta te d  A c c e p ta n c e  o f  a d v e rn s m g  in  n o  w a y  c o n s t i tu te s  p ro fe s s io n a l  a p p r u v a l o r  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f 
p r o d u c ts  o r  s e rv ic e s  a d v e r t is e d .  A d v e r t is in g  r a le s  m a y  b e  s e c u re d  f r o m  G r a w in  P u b l ic a t io n s .  1020 L lo y d  B u i ld in g .  S e a t tfe . W A  9 0 1 0 1  A n n u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  ra te  lo r  
m e m b e rs  o f  Ih e  S o c ie ty  is  $ 1 0 .0 0 . w h ic h  is  in c lu d e d  m  th e  d u e s  N o n -m e m b e r  s u b s c r ip t io n .  $ 1 5  0 0  p e r  ye a r S in g le  c o p y  $2  00
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DIAPER RASH 
is not a w ay of life

You can recom m end w ith  confidence 
professional d iaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . E ach m o n th  a ra n d o m  
sa m p le  o f o u r  d ia p e rs  is su b je c te d  to  e xh a u s tiv e  
s tu d ie s  in a b io c h e m ic a l la b o ra to ry .

•U tm o s t  C onven ience . T h a n k s  to  p ic k  up  and  d e ­
liv e ry  se rv ice , o u r  p ro d u c t co m es  w hen  yo u  need it.

• E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a g a in s t d ia p e r rash co s ts  fa r  less th a n  pap e r d ia p e rs  
— o n ly  p e n n ie s  m ore  a d a y  than h o m e -w a she d  
d ia p e rs .

C A U T IO N  TO  Y O U R  PATIENTS. It is ille g a l to  d is ­
pose  o f h um a n  e x c re m e n t in g a rb a g e . M o th e rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r /p la s t ic  d ia p e rs . "D is p o s a b le "  
is a m isn o m e r.

W a sh in g to n 's  Oldest,  M o s t  T rus ted  P ro fess iona l  
D ia p e r  S e rv ic e /S e rv in g  O u r  S e c o n d  G ene ra t ion

CLOVER PARK
REAL ESTATE

FIRCREST 

ASIAN AMBIANCE 

ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED 

RAMBLER 

(2 0 6 )5 8 4 -2 7 0 0

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm a n  & T o yn b e e  can  p ro v id e  you 
w ith  a fu ll range  o f in s u ra n c e  co ve ra g e  to  m e e t 
a ll o f y o u r  p e rso n a l and  p ro fe s s io n a l n ee d s  — 
p e n s io n s , e m p lo y e e  b e n e fits , life  and  d is a b il i ty  
in s u ra n c e , p ro p e rty  and  c a s u a lty  in s u ra n ce .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  B R O K E R S

705 S o u th  N in th , T a c o m a  W A  98405 / 627-7183

B o b  S ize r M arge  Jo h n s o n . C P C U
D o u g  D yckm a n , J r. B, D en n is  S c h m id l, C LU
Jo h n  T o y n b e e  P K a th y  W a rd lo w
W a yn e  T h ro n s o n  B ob  C le a ve land

e> CP

S °
, c ^

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice

Dolores Lunstrum 

4109 B ridgeport Way West 
Tacoma, W A 98466 
206/564-5600



Lloyd C. Elmer. M.D.

A TRAUMA CENTER FOR PIERCE COUNTY?

The next several m onths promise to be a torr id  season. 
Given the  unpredictable  proclivities of our N o r th w es t  
marine climate, I am re fe r r ing  more to the  sizzling issue 
of regional t raum a cen ter  designation than to the some­
what anemic solar energy  th a t  lights up this p a r t  of our 
planet.

Already this  issue is acting as a divisive force polariz­
ing our medical community. This certainly is not in the 
best in te res t  of our m em bers ,  and has enormous negative 
impact on clinical practice and p a t ien t  care. The Society’s 
Board of T ru s tee s  addressed  the  t raum a cen ter  issue at 
its June  m eeting  and is committed to studying it to the 
fullest, and obtaining input from as many concerned 
groups, organizations and individuals as possible before 
reaching a decision. Designation begins with a Medical 
Society recommendation  to the  local Emergency Medical 
Services Council.

To date , in discussion with all hospital medical staff  
presidents,  no voice has been raised against the concept 
of traum a cen ter  designation. P ierce  County has long 
since come of age in the sophisticated delivery of the 
most advanced level of medical care. The scientific and 
statistical da ta  would seem to bear  out, as outlined in a 
previous guest  editorial ,1 the  benefits  of such a sys tem  in 
term s of m orbidity  and especially in salvage of m ult i­
system t raum a patients .

The areas of conflict and d isagreem ent cen ter  p r im ar­
ily around two issues. F irs t ,  should there  be one or more 
than one hospital designated as a regional t raum a  
center?  I t  very  well may be th a t  more than  one hospital 
may m eet  the c riteria  for level II  designation. Second, 
which hospital or hospitals should be so designated? The 
Society’s Emergency Medical S tandards  Committee  has 
modified the  criter ia  of the American College of 
Surgeons for t raum a  cen ter  categorization and has 
recommended their  adoption for Pierce  County. These 
criteria  (see page 6) have been studied by the Board of 
T rustees ,  but final approval will not be made until input 
is heard  from all sides.

In coming to a decision on this most im portan t  and 
volatile issue, m em bers a re  asked to pu t  aside any 
parochial in te res ts  and to consider the pros and cons in a 
clear, objective light. The impact of our conclusions will 
directly affect, in a life and death fashion, several 
hundred Pierce  County residents  each year.

If it is to be a hot summer, let the heat burn away our 
prejudices and ignite a unifying spiri t  of cooperation for 
the  good of all concerned.

L C E

1> B w l i lv .  K .C . " C o m p re h e n s iv e  T ra u m a  P la n  N e e d e d  in  P ie rc e  C o u n ty . "  T h e  
B U L L E T I N .  L I V  )4l:B-9, 1982.
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Physician Comment Sought

CRITERIA FOR TRAUMA CENTER 
CATEGORIZATION PROPOSED

T he M ed ica l S o c ie ty 's  E m e rg e n c y  M ed ica l S ta n d a rd s  
C o m m ittee  has p ro p o sed  crite ria  fo r  h o sp ita l traum a  
c e n te r  ca tegoriza tion . The criteria , d ra fted  by  the  E M S  
S u b c o m m itte e  on T ra u m a  R eg io n a liza tio n  cha ired  by  
Dr. K e n  B odily , w e re  a p p ro ved  b y  the  E M S  C o m m ittee  
a t i ts  M a y  m eetin g .

T he  M ed ica l S o c ie ty 's  B oard  o f T ru s tee s  re v ie w e d  the  
p ro p o sed  c r ite r ia  a t i ts  Ju n e  m e e tin g  and d e fe rred  fin a l  
action  p e n d in g  in d iv id u a l p h ysic ia n  and local sp e c ia lty  
so c ie ty  co m m en t. The  p ro p o sed  crite ria  are re p r in ted  
below , as is the  re le v a n t sec tio n  o f  the  m in u te s  o f  the  
M a y E M S  C o m m ittee  m eetin g .

In d iv id u a l p h ysic ia n  and  sp ec ia lty  so c ie ty  co m m en t  
are encouraged . P lea se  ad d ress yo u r co m m en ts  to M S P C  
P re s id e n t L lo y d  C. E lm er , M.D., c/o M edica l S o c ie ty  o f  
P ierce  C ounty, 705 S. 9th, S u ite  203, Tacoma, W A  98405 
— The E d ito r .

M in u tes  — E M S C o m m it tee  M eeting ,  T h u rsd ay ,  May 
27, 1982, M a ry  B ridge  H ospita l  (Board Room), 7:00 a.m.

P r e s e n t  were:  Drs.  K endrick  (chairman), Scherz, 
Fu lcher ,  Schroedl,  Bodily, Fouke ,  T ay lo r  (Jim), Dronen, 
Billingsley, S im ms, N ew m an ,  J e rg e n s ,  T ay lor  (Bill), and 
Nicola; Dr. Bob Lane ,  M S PC  presiden t-e lect ;  Mr.  Vance, 
Medical Contro l  P ro je c t  ad m in is t ra to r ;  Mr. C urry ,  
M S PC  execu tive  d irec tor.

Dr. K endrick  called the  m ee t in g  to o rd e r  a t  7:00 a.m. 
T he  m in u te s  of the  Apri l  22,1982 m ee t in g  w ere  approved  
as subm itted .

PROPOSED CRITERIA FOR 
HOSPITAL TRAUMA CATEGORIZATION

Dr. Bodily, cha irm an  of the  Subcom m it tee  on T rau m a  
Regionalization , in troduced  the  subject .  E s tab l i sh m en t  
of c r i te r ia  for t r a u m a  ca tegorizat ion  is a responsib i li ty  of 
the  Medical Society, the  local E M S Council, and  the  s ta te .  
The  A m er ican  College of S urgeons  will a d h e re  to local 
app roval  of c r i te r ia  and designation  of t rau m a  c en te rs  if 
t h a t  is des i red ,  it was s ta te d .  T he  proposed c r i te r ia  a re  
based  large ly  on two sources  — the  A m erican  College of 
S u rg e o n s ’ re q u i r e m e n ts  for  categorizat ion  (published in 
1979) and r e q u i re m e n ts  e s tab l ished  by the  A M A  or 
AH A .

T he  proposed  c r i te r ia  do not a d d ress  regionalization  
nor the  actual  designa t ion  of t r a u m a  cen ters ,  it was 
pointed  out. C r i te r ia  can be modified to fit local needs.

The  su b c o m m it te e ’s su rvey  on t rau m a,  conducted  in 
Ja n u a ry  and F e b ru a ry ,  was rev iew ed .  All hospitals  
re sp o n d ed  to th e  r e q u e s t  for information  and  the  issue 
was d iscussed w ith  m os t  ad m in is t ra to rs .  Of 58 p a t ien ts  
t rac k ed  over  a tw o  m onth  period, two w ere  t ran s fe r re d  
from one hospital  to a n o th e r  due to in ju ry  s ta tu s .  O th e r

t r a n s f e r s  w e re  due to  physic ian  r e q u e s t s ,  p a t i e n t  or  
family r e q u es ts ,  o r  th e  fact th a t  no beds  w e re  available. 
Bed availabili ty  was a s ignificant  factor.

Dr. Bodily’s a r t ic le  on t r a u m a ,  pub l ished  in th e  April 
1982 issue of the  B u lle tin ,  was no ted  -  p a r t icu la r ly  
the  fact  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  d e v e lo p m en t  of local c a tegor iza ­
tion and reg ionalizat ion  p lans  concern  is o f ten  e x p ressed  
th a t  le s se r  level facili ties will be a d v e r se ly  a ffec ted  to 
th e  benefi t  of h ig h er  level facili ties as a r e su l t  of  d iver­
sion of p a t ien ts .  H ow ev e r ,  th is  concern  has no t  been 
borne  out in p ractice .

In  his a r t ic le  Dr. Bodily w ro te ,  “M o s t  t r a u m a  p a t ien ts  
a re  not crit ica lly  in ju red  and do not need sophis t ica ted  
care  from level I or  I I  facili ties.  In fact, it  is e s t im a te d  th a t  
no m ore  than  5 -1 0 %  of t r a u m a  p a t i e n ts  r e q u i r e  c a te g o r ­
ization and th e s e  a re  the  m ult i - sys tem  in ju re d  hemo- 
dynamically  un s tab le  p a t ie n ts .  A s tu d y  of t r a u m a  p a t ­
te rn s  in P ie rce  C oun ty  has ind ica ted  t h a t  on th e  a v erag e  
a p p ro x im ate ly  one p a t ie n t  p e r  day  c u r re n t ly  f i ts  this 
in jury  p a t te rn ."

It  was pointed  ou t  t h a t  th e  m ain  d ifference  b e tw een  
level I and level II  t r a u m a  c en te rs  is t h a t  level I incor­
p o ra te s  a t ra in in g  cen te r .  Fo llowing  add it ional  d iscus­
sion, a motion  was m ad e  to  am en d  Sec tion  A, 4, "Non- 
surgical physic ian spec ia lis t  availabi li ty ,  on-call and 
p rom ptly  available  from inside o r  ou ts ide  th e  hosp ita l ,” 
to list g a s t ro en te ro lo g y ,  hem ato logy ,  nephro logy ,  and 
psych ia t ry  as essen t ia l  for level II t r a u m a  cen te rs .  The  
motion was seconded  and  passed  unanim ously .

R ehab i l i ta t ion  se rv ices  w e re  d iscussed and a motion 
was m ade  to am end  Section  B, 8, "R ehabil i ta tion  
medicine ,” to req u ire  “acu te  reh ab i l i ta t io n  m ed ic ine” as 
an essentia l ,  not desired ,  c r i te r ion  for level II. The  
motion w as seconded  and  passed  unanim ously .

Following addit ional  discussion, a m otion  was m ade  to 
am end th e  sam e  sec tion  to  include th e  p h ra se  “with 
physician d i rec to r .” th e  m otion  was seconded  and  passed 
unanimously.

I t  was m oved to a dop t  th e  R e q u i r e m e n ts  for  T ra u m a  
Hospita l  C a tegor iza t ion  as am e n d ed  and to reco m m en d  
th e i r  e n d o r se m e n t  by the  S o c ie ty ’s B oard  of T r u s te e s  
and, if endorsed ,  t h a t  th e y  be fo rw ard ed  to  th e  P ie rce  
County  E M S Council w ith  a reco m m e n d a t io n  for adop­
tion by the  council. T h e  motion  w as  seconded  and  passed  
unanimously.

Hospita l  invo lv em en t  in t r a u m a  ca teg o r iza t io n  was 
d iscussed. I t  was th e  concensus  of th e  c o m m it te e  t h a t  the  
re q u ir e m e n ts  should be s e n t  to hosp i ta ls  for th e i r  
rev iew /com m ent  and  t h a t  hosp ita ls  could a d d re s s  th e  
issue e i th e r  individually  o r  a s  a g ro u p  th ro u g h  the  
hospital  council’s r e p re s e n ta t i o n  on t h e  E M S  Council.

I f  ado p ted ,  th e  R e q u i r e m e n ts  for T r a u m a  H osp ita l
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Categorization will se rve  as a basis for Society review of 
any hospital  application for designation as a level I, II, or 
III  t r au m a  center .  T he  comm ittee  agreed th a t  it should 
be left to the  hospitals to de te rm ine  the ir  degree  of 
comm itm ent to the im provem ent of emergency medical 
services and the  community , and th a t  each institution 
should have the  p re roga t ive  of committing its  resources 
to m ee t in g  th e  r e q u ire m e n ts  for t r a u m a  c en te r  
designation.

The comm ittee  agreed  th a t  local t raum a cen ter  
designation more directly  affects those  instances where  
p a tien ts  a re  curren t ly  being tran sp o r ted  th rough  (or 
over) P ierce  County to o th e r  insti tu t ions des ignated  as 
t raum a centers .  The  adverse  impact of this by-passing of 
P ierce  County health  facilities, particularly  with respec t  
to subspecialt ies,  was pointed out and the comm ittee  
ag reed  this is an issue th a t  m ust  be addressed  by the 
Society.

R EQ U IR EM EN TS FOR TR A U M A  H O SPITAL C A TEG O R IZA TIO N

-Y : E =  E sse n tia l 
D =  D es ired I

LEVELS
II III

H O S P IT A L O R G A N IZ A T IO N

1. T ra u m a  S erv ice E E

2. S u rge ry  D e p a rtm e n t/D iv is io n s / 
S e rv ic e s /S e c tio n s  (each s ta ffe d  
by q u a lif ie d  s p e c ia lis ts )

C a rd io th o ra c ic  S u rge ry E E

G enera l S u rge ry E E E

N e u ro lo g ic  S u rge ry E E D

O b s te tr ic s -G y n e c o lo g ic  S u rge ry E E D

O p h th a lm ic  S u rge ry E E D

O ral S u rge ry -D e n ta l E E D

O th o p a e d ic  S u rge ry E E E

O to rh in o la ry n g o lig ic  S u rge ry E E D

P e d ia tr ic  S u rge ry E D

P la s tic  and M a x illo - fa c ia l S u rge ry E E D

U ro lo g ic  S u rge ry E E D

3. S u rg ica l S p e c ia lis t A v a ila b il ity  
In -h o sp ita l 24 h o u rs  a day:

G ene ra l S u rge ry E E'

N e u ro lo g ic  S u rge ry E E ’

O n-ca ll and p ro m p tly  a va ila b le  
fro m  in s id e  o r o u ts id e  h o s p ita l:

C a rd ia c  S u rge ry E E

G enera l S u rge ry E

N e u ro lo g ic  S u rge ry E D

M ic ro s u rg e ry  C a p a b ilit ie s E □

G y n e c o lo g ic  S u rge ry E E E

O p h th a lm ic  S u rge ry E E D

O rth o p e d ic  S u rge ry E E E

O to rh in o la ry n g o lo g ic  S u rge ry E E D

P la s tic  and  M a x illo -fa c ia l 
S u rge ry E E D

T h o ra c ic  S u rge ry E E D

U ro lo g ic  S u rge ry E E D

P e d ia tr ic  S u rge ry E D

H and S u rge ry E E

O ra l S u rge ry -D e n ta l E E D

4. N o n -s u rg ic a l P h ys ic ia n  S p e c ia lis t 
A v a ila b il ity  In -h o s p ita l 24 hours  
a day:

A n e s th e s io lo g y E E ’ D '

O n-ca ll and p ro m p tly  ava ila b le  
fro m  in s id e  o r o u ts id e  h o s p ita l:

C a rd io lo g y E E D

G a s tro e n te ro lo g y E E D

H e m a to lo g y E E D

In fe c tio u s  D iseases E D D

In te rn a l M e d ic in e E E E

N e p h ro lo g y E E D

P u lm o n a ry  D iseases E E D

P a th o lo g y E E E

P sych ia t ry E E D

P e d ia tr ic s E E E

R ad io lo g y E E E

N e u ro ra d io lo g y E E! D ’

S P E C IA L  FAC IL IT IE S /R E S O U R C E S / 
C A P A B IL IT IE S

1. E m ergency  D ep a rtm e n t 

a. P e rson n e l:
(1) D es ig n a ted  M e d ica l D ire c to r E E E

(2) P h ys ic ia n (s ) w ith  sp ec ia l 
co m p e te n c e  in care  o f the  
c r it ic a l ly  in ju re d  on d u ty  in E.D.
24 h o u rs  a day. E E E

(3) R Ns, LP N s and n u rs e s ’ 
a id e s  in a de q u a te  num b e rs . E E E

b. E q u ip m e n t fo r  re s u s c ita t io n s  
and  to  p rov id e  life  s u p p o rt fo r 
th e  c r it ic a l ly  o r s e r io u s ly  
in ju re d  sh a ll in c lu d e  bu t n o t be 
lim ite d  to :

(1) A irw a y  c o n tro l and v e n t ila ­
tio n  e q u ip m e n t, in c lu d in g
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la ry n o g o s c o p e s  and  e n d o ­
tra c h e a l tu b e s  o f a ll s iz e s , bag-

(8) M e c h a n ic a l v e n t i la to r  
- re s p ira to r E E E

m a s k  re s u s c ita to r ,  s o u rc e s  o f 
o x y g e n  a n d  m e c h a n ic a l 
v e n t ila to r .

(9) P a t ie n t w e ig h in g  d e v ic e s E E E

E E E (10) P u lm o n a ry  fu n c t io n  
m e a s u r in g  d e v ic e s(2) S u c t io n  d e v ic e s E E E E E E

(3) E le c tro c a rd io g ra p h  
- o s c i l lo s c o p t-d e f ib r i l la to r E E E

(11) T e m p e ra tu re  c o n t ro l 
d e v ic e s E E E

(4) A p p a ra tu s  to  e s ta b lis h  
c e n tra l v e n o u s  p re s s u re  
m o n ito r in g

(12) P re s s u re  d is t r ib u t io n  
e q u ip m e n t E E E

E E E (13) D ru g s , in t ra v e n o u s  f lu id s ,  
a n d  s u p p lie s(5) A ll s ta n d a rd  in tra v e n o u s  

f lu id  a d m in is t ra t io n  d e v ic e s , 
in c lu d in g  in t ra v e n o u s  c a th e te rs

E E E

E E E
(14) In tra c ra n ia l p re s s u re  
m o n ito r in g  d e v ic e s E E

(6) S te r i le  s u rg ic a l s e ts  fo r  
p ro c e d u re s  s ta n d a rd  fo r  E.D., 
s u c h  as th o ra c o s to m y , 
c u t-d o w n , e tc . E E E

3. P o s ta n e s th e t ic  R e c o v e ry  R o o m  
(PAR ) (s u rg ic a l in te n s iv e  c a re  u n it 
is  a c c e p ta b le )

(7) G a s tr ic  lava g e  e q u ip m e n t E E E a. R e g is te re d  n u rs e s  a nd  o th e r  
e s s e n t ia l p e rs o n n e l 24 h o u rs  a 
day(8) D ru g s  a nd  s u p p lie s E E E

n e c e s s a ry  fo r  e m e rg e n c y  ca re b E E
b. P h y s ic ia n  (u s u a lly  a n e s th e ­

s io lo g is t )  s u p e rv is io n  in- 
h o s p ita l 24 h o u rs  a  d a y

(9) X -ray c a p a b ili ty ,  2 4 -h o u r 
c o v e ra g e  by te c h n ic ia n s E E E E D D

(10) T w o -w a y  ra d io  l in k in g  
v e h ic le s  o f  e m e rg e n c y  tra n s -

c. A p p ro p r ia te  m o n ito r in g  and  
re s u s c ia t io n  e q u ip m e n t E E E

p o rt s y s te m  w ith  e s s e n t ia l o n  
c a ll p h y s ic ia n s  in  h o s p ita l o r 
c o u n ty  d e s ig n a te d  EM S
c o m m u n ic a t io n  s y s te m E E E

(11) M A S T  G a rm e n t (M e d ic a l
A n ti-S h o c k  T ro u s e rs ) E E E

(12) S k e le ta l T o n g s E E E

2. In te n s iv e  C are  U n its  (ICU) —  F o r 
tra u m a  p a t ie n ts , IC U s m ay be 
s e p a ra te  s p e c ia lty  u n its

a. D e s ig n a te d  M e d ic a l D ire c to r E E E

b. P h y s ic ia n  o n  d u ty  in ICU 24 
h o u rs  a day  o r  im m e d ia te ly  
a v a ila b le  fro m  in -h o s p ita l E D D

c. N u rs e -p a tie n t m in im u m  ra tio  o f
1 :2 on  e ach  s h if t E E E

d. Im m e d ia te  a c c e s s  to  c l in ic a l
la b o ra to ry  s e rv ic e s E E E

e. E q u ip m e n t:

(1) A irw a y  c o n t ro l and  
v e n t ila t io n  d e v ic e s E E E

(2) O x y g e n  s o u rc e  w ith
c o n c e n tra t io n  c o n t ro ls E E E

(3) C a rd ia c  e m e rg e n c y  c a rt E E E

(4) T e m p o ra ry  tra n s v e n o u s  
p a c e m a k e r E E E

(5) E le c tro c a rd io g ra p h
-o s c il lo s c o p e -d e f ib r ii la to r E E E

(6) C a rd ia c  o u tp u t  m o n ito r in g E E D

(7) E le c tro n ic  p re s s u re
m o n ito r in g E E D

4. H e m o d ia ly s is  c a p a b ili ty

a. P h y s ic ia n -d ire c te d  d ia ly s is  
c e n te r /u n it  s ta f fe d  by n u rs in g  
p e rs o n n e l t ra in e d  in  d ia ly s is  
te c h n iq u e s  and  p ro p e r ly  
e q u ip p e d  fo r  c a re  o f p a t ie n ts  
re q u ir in g  d ia ly s is ,  OR

b. T ra n s fe r  a g re e m e n t w ith  a 
n e a rb y  h o s p ita l d ia ly s is  c e n te r

5. O rg a n iz e d  B u rn  C are

a. P h y s ic ia n -d ire c t B u rn  C e n te r / U n it s ta f fe d  by 
n u rs in g  p e rs o n e l t ra in e d  to  b u rn  c a re  a nd  
e q u ip p e d  p ro p e r ly  fo r  c a re  o f th e  e x te n s iv e ly  
b u rn e d  p a t ie n t,  OR

b. T ra n s fe r  a g re e m e n t w ith  n e a rb y  b u rn  c e n te r  o r 
h o s p ita l w ith  a b u rn  u n it.

6. A c u te  S p in a l C o rd  In ju ry  M a n a g e m e n t C a p a b il i ty

In c ir c u m s ta n c e s  w h e re  a d e s ig n a te d  s p in a l c o rd  
in ju ry  re h a b ili ta t io n  c e n te r  e x is ts  in  th e  re g io n , 
e a r ly  tra n s fe r  s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d ; t r a n s fe r  
a g re e m e n ts  s h o u ld  be  in e f fe c t.

7. R a d io lo g ic a l S p e c ia l C a p a b il i t ie s

a. A n g io g ra p h y  o f a ll ty p e s E E D

b. S o n o g ra p h y E E D

c. N u c le a r  s c a n n in g E E D

d. C o m p u te r iz e d  to m o g ra p h y  —  
24 h o u rs  a d a y  a v a ila b il ity E E D

8. A c u te  R e h a b il i ta t io n  M e d ic in e
w ith  P h y s ic ia n  D ire c to r E E
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O P E R A TIN G  SU ITE  S P E C IA L  
R E Q U IR E M E N TS  — 
E q u ip m e n t- in s tru m e n ta tio n

1. O p e ra tin g  ro om  a d e q u a te ly  
s ta ffe d  and im m e d ia te ly  ava ilab le  
24 h o u rs  a day E E D

2. C a rd io p u lm o n a ry  bypa ss  
p u m p -o x y g e n a to r E E

3. O p e ra tin g  m ic ro s c o p e E D

4. T h e rm a l c o n tro l e q u ip m e n t 

a. fo r  p a tie n t E E E

b. fo r  b lo o d E E E

5. X-ray c a p a b ility E E E

6. E n d o sco p e s , a ll va rie tie s E E E

7. C ra n io to m e E E D

8. M o n ito r in g  e q u ip m e n t E E E

C L IN IC A L  LA B O R A TO R IE S  SER VIC E 
IN HOUSE 24 H OURS A  DAY

1. S ta n d a rd  a n a lyse s  o f b lo o d , 
u rin e , and o th e r  b od y  f lu id s E E E

2. B lo o d  ty p in g  and c ro s s -m a tc h in g E E E

3. C o a g u la tio n  s tu d ie s E E E

4. C o m p re h e n s ive  b lo o d  bank o r 
a ccess  to  a c o m m u n ity  c e n tra l 
b lo o d  bank and  a de q u a te  h o s p ita l 
s to ra g e  fa c ilit ie s E E E

5. B loo d  gase s  and  pH 
d e te rm in a tio n s E E E

6. S erum  and u rin e  o s m o la lity E E E

7. M ic ro b io lo g y E E E

PR O G R AM S FOR Q U A LITY  
ASS U R A N C E

1. M ed ica l C are e va lua tion  in c lu d in g : 

a. S pec ia l a u d it fo r  tra u m a  d e a th s E E E

b. M o rb id ity  and  m o rta lity  rev iew E E E

c. T raum a  c o n fe re n c e , m u lt i­
d is c ip lin a ry E E

d. M e d ica l n u rs in g  a u d it,
u t i liz a tio n  rev iew , t is s u e  rev iew E E E

e. M e d ica l re c o rd s  rev iew E E E

2. O u tre a ch  p ro g ra m : te le p h o n e  and 
o n -s ite  c o n s u lta t io n s  w ith  p h y s i­
c ia n s  o f th e  c o m m u n ity  and  o u t­
ly in g  areas E D

3. P u b lic  e d u c a tio n s : in ju ry  p reve n ­
t io n  in th e  h om e  and  in d u s try  and 
on th e  h ig h w a y s  and a th le t ic  
f ie ld s ; s ta n d a rd  firs t-a id ; p rob lem s 
c o n fro n t in g  p u b lic , m e d ica l 
p ro fe s s io n , and h o s p ita ls  re g a rd ­
ing o p t im a l ca re  fo r  th e  in ju re d E E D

4. Q u a lif ic a tio n s  o f tra u m a  care  
p e rs o n n e l E

TR A U M A  RESEARC H  PR O G R AM E

T R A IN IN G  PROGRAM

1. F o rm a l p ro g ra m s  in c o n t in u in g  
e d u c a tio n  p ro v id e d  by h o s p ita l 
fo r:

a. S ta ff p h y s ic ia n s E E

b. N u rse s E E

c. A llie d  h e a lth  p e rso n n e l E E

d. C o m m u n ity  p h y s ic ia n s E E

1. M ay be fu lf i l le d  by e n s u r in g  p h y s ic ia n  w ill be in th e  E.D. o r
O.R. a t t im e  o f p a t ie n t ’s a rriva l.

2. M ay be fu lf i l le d  by R a d io lo g is t w ith  sp e c ia l in te re s t in 
N e u ro -ra d io lo g y .

r p E i u N S
1 -MOVING & STORAGE

'■m*-

JERRY PLANCICH
A C C O U N T  E X E C U T IV E

OFFICES & HOUSEHOLDS  
RECORD STORAGE • MEDICAL & BUSINESS  
LABORATORIES • EQUIPM ENT & SUPPLIES 

ELECTRONIC & HIGH TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS

1-4 7 5 -3 5 3 3  — T A C O M A  

(20 6 ) 5 2 7 -7 6 0 0

P .O . B O X  3 0 7 2 8  

94 01  A U R O R A  A V E N U E  N O R T H  

S E A T T L E , W A S H IN G T O N  9 8 1 0 3

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

I RADIO RAGE OF TACOMA
. . . #1 in radio

  paging. Your own personal beeper
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
H—'N SERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . r-~7n  n t z c n ,  
or both, 24 hours a day. O  ( ^ “ ^ Q O U

LIFELINE Emergency
Response System. . . an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, O Q Q  Q O Q O
24 hours a day. 0 0 v ) _ 0 / i 0 0
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Featuring  
Tacom a/P ie rce  C ou n ty  

Finest H om es

SWANSON—McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

A m e rica n  Federal B u ild in g  
Tacom a, W ash in g to n  98402

RICH A RD  C . PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
A ppraisals 

P rop e rty  M a n a g e m e n t

The United States 
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is c u r re n t ly  a c c e p tin g  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  th e  
fo llo w in g  spe c ia ltie s :

G en e ra l S u rg e ry  
O rth o p e d ic  S u rg e ry  

O to rh in o la ry n g o lo g y  
N e u ro s u rg e ry  

R h e u m a to lo g y  
O p h th a lm o lo g y  

A n e s th e s io lo g y  
U ro lo g y  

O b /G y n  
F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  ca ll: 

C h a rle s  P lu n k e tt o r  T o m  T h o rn to n  
at 442-1307 , o r v is it them  at 4518 

U n iv e rs ity  W ay NE, S u ite  312, 
S ea ttle , W A  98105 

(o u t-o f- to w n  — ca ll c o lle c t)

T o u r  c o n f id e n t ia lity  is assured ,

m o u r n s
A  g r e a t  w a y  o f  l ife

10

FOR THE RECORD .. .
Due to a p ro d u c tio n  e r ro r ,  t h r e e  p h o to g ra p h s  of the  

May G enera ]  M e m b e rs h ip  M e e t in g  p r in te d  in t h e  J u n e  
B u lle tin  w e r e  in co r re c t ly  identif ied .  T h e  photos ,  with 
p ro p e r  identif icat ion ,  a r e  r e p r in t e d  he re .  — T he  E d ito r .

Over 150 m embers a ttended the meeting, preceded by a 
baron oj' bcej and  chicken buffet at the Fircrest C ountry  
Club.

hr. John Kennedy. Sephrology Cardiology, presented an 
opening stalenient fur the specialists.

Ih  . hen  G raham , F am ily  Physician, a n d  a past president 
of the M edical Society, teas one ot the generalists.
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Interprofessional Committee

BE ALERT TO POSSIBLE DRUG INTERACTIONS

A pa tien t  of mine came into the  office the  o ther  day 
complaining, “Doctor, I ju s t  don’t  feel good. I am so tired  
but I can’t  sleep. My ankles and my eye lids a re  swollen 
and I have no ap pet i te  and every th in g  I e a t  m akes me 
gassy." Physicians ha te  to hear  sym ptom s such as these  
because we immediately  have a diagnosis. But th is  t ime I 
was horrified to find th a t  she was taking nine  different 
kinds of medicine, most  of which I had a t  one t ime or 
ano ther  prescribed. The  im portan t  point is th a t  I had 
neglected to make su re  th a t  when she s ta r te d  a new 
medication she had discontinued an old one.

I t  was a re fresh ing  coincidence when, a t  the June  
meeting of your In terprofessiona l  Committee  the  very 
next day, Dr. John  Doelle, one of our m em bers  from 
Sumner, req u es ted  to open the m eeting  with a discussion 
of the  problem of multiple  medications and the  potential  
interactions of various drugs which we prescribe.  “P h a r ­
macists express  concern,” said John, "when pa t ien ts  are 
on num erous prescriptions."

He continued to point out the  concern when a p a t ie n t ’s 
previous medications a re  not discontinued when new 
ones a re  added (for example, a pa tien t  who is on two 
different types  of be ta  blockers), and situations where  a 
possible d rug  in terac t ion  may be encountered. This 
seems to be especially im portan t  in the area  of cardiovas­
cular medications w here  numerous new medications are 
coming onto the  m arke t  and frequently  a re  utilized in 
t rea t ing  angina, hypertension and congestive failure. 
Potentia l  d rug  in te rac t ions include the  potentiation of 
digoxin by quinidine and the  potentiation of theophylline 
by tagam et.

I t  was pointed out t h a t  tag am et  is a very popular 
medication and does have some drug  reactions such as 
prolonging the effects of theophyllin. A recen t  issue of 
the JA M A  calls a t ten tion  to the  dangers  of using 
tag am et  in a p a t ien t  who is receiving lidocaine. A p p a r­
ently, the  t ag a m e t  blocks th e  liver metabolism of lido­
caine so the  lidocaine dosage can quickly become toxic, 
causing trem ors ,  mental confusion and even death.

Physicians and pharmacists  alike should be a le r t  to 
possible medication in terac t ions and should carefully 
monitor for side effects pa tien ts  who are  on large 
numbers of medications. Fortuna te ly ,  both serum  
digoxin and serum  theophyllin  and lidocaine levels are 
available for pa t ien ts  who are  on these  medications and 
possibly several o ther  medications as well. The commit­
tee  agreed th a t  care should be taken  in explaining to 
pa tien ts  the  discontinuance of former medications when 
new medications a re  init iated.

We also encourage physicians to respond to questions 
on the  p a r t  of th e i r  pharmacists.  Some of the  pharmacists  
again e x p ressed  concern when p re sc r ip t ions  a re  
renew ed  over  the phone by a m em ber of the office staff 
apparen tly  without  rev iew  of the p a t ie n t ’s char t  or w ith­
out checking with the physician if th e re  is any question.

We know th a t  we are  all busy and th a t  time is precious. 
But we all should rem e m b e r  th a t  we can look up a medi­
cation in the  PD R  for its  possible d rug  interactions.  Or,

we can ask our pharmacist  friends who are  glad to help 
us. A fte r  all, it was a long time ago tha t  we took our 
pharmacology in medical school and since then thousands 
of new drugs have emerged. For our pa t ien ts ’ sake, let's 
be more careful.

Incidentally, the pa tien t  I described in the beginning of 
this rep o rt  feels “fine” now. She is on no medication!

H erm an S. Judd, M.D.
Chairman

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and U n ion 
S u ite  B-1005 

T acom a, W ash ing ton  98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. K incaid, Business Manager

22 acre  cam pus ad jacen t to  156 bed 
A lle n m o re  C o m m u n ity  H osp ita l. C e n tra lly  
loca ted : freew ay access; am p le pa rk ing . A ll 
in c lus ive  ren ta l rates; su ite  c o n s tru c tio n  
a llow ances.
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Medical-Legal Committee

ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR 
PHYSICIANS AND LAWYERS CONSIDERED

T h e  jo in t  Medical-Legal C o m m it tee  m e t  in M ay to 
r ev iew  poss ib le  rev is ions  to  t h e  M edical-Legal G uide­
l ines as well a s  o th e r  issues of m u tu a l  concern. A 
su m m a ry  of t h e  m in u te s  of th e  m ee t in g  is r e p ro d u ced  
below. P hys ic ian  com m ent  is invited.

P r e s e n t  w ere :  Drs.  Ben B lack e t t  (physician chairman), 
S ta n  Tuell ,  Dick Huish ,  Bruce Buchanan, and  Don 
P ea rso n ;  M ssrs .  J im  K r u e g e r  (a t to rn ey  chairman),  J im  
L o w ry ,  J im  H ea ly  and  Don Kelly; Tom  C u rry ,  M SPC  
E x ec u t iv e  D irec to r .

C o m m ittee  S ta tu s :  Dr. B lackett  and Mr. K ru e g e r  
r e v ie w e d  r e c e n t  com m ittee  act iv it ies .  The  com m ittee  
c u r re n t ly  r e v ie w s  b e tw e e n  five and  ten  physician/ 
law y e r  com pla in ts  each year .  Com pla in ts  genera l ly  deal 
w i th  fees c h a rg e d  as a r e su l t  of depositions o r  p r e p a r a ­
tion  for te s t im o n y ,  often  w hen  th e re  is cancellation of 
deposi t ions  o r  t e s t im o n y  on sh o r t  notice. Physic ian  
m e m b e rs  of  th e  co m m ittee  ex p re ssed  th e i r  in te re s t  in 
m e e t in g  m o re  f requen t ly .  I t  was a g reed  to do so.

A rb itra tio n :  M r. K r u e g e r  su g g e s te d  offering  a binding 
a rb i t r a t io n  c lause to  th e  e x is t ing  Medical-Legal G uide­
lines. Such a clause  could be  legally  enforced if both  
p a r t i e s  a g re e  to  a rb i t r a t io n  before  su b m it t in g  a d ispu te  
to  the  co m m ittee  for reso lu tion .  C oncern  was ex p re ssed  
ab o u t  occasional inc iden ts  w h e re  th e  “losing” p a r ty  has

not complied w ith  t h e  opinion issued  by  th e  com m ittee .  
T he  co m m ittee  a g re e d  t h a t  th e  a d d it ion  of such  a clause 
to th e  gu idel ines would a d d  an  ad d it iona l  and  useful 
a l t e rn a t iv e  for t h e  re so lu t io n  of d ispu tes .  M r.  K r u e g e r  
sa id  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  would d ra f t  an  a r b i t r a t io n  c lause  for 
co m m ittee  considera tion .

F ees:  T h e  co m m it te e  d iscussed  th e  va r ia t io n s  in fees 
cha rg ed  by d i f fe ren t  physic ians.  M r. C u r ry  will check 
w ith  o th e r  county  medical-legal c o m m it te e s  to  see  w h a t  
guidelines,  if any, a re  used e lsew h ere .

P h ys ic ia n  Ks. L a w y e r  C om plain t: T h e  com m ittee  
rev ie w e d  a c u r re n t  d ispu te .  Copies of th e  co rre sp o n ­
dence deal ing  w ith  the  m a t t e r  w e re  d i s t r ib u te d  as w e re  
copies of th e  d ra f t  opinion p r e p a r e d  by Dr. B lac k e t t  and 
M r. K ru e g e r .  Fo llowing  som e discussion, the  opinion was 
a m en d ed  and approved .

M edica l-L ega l S y m p o s iu m :  T he  co m m ittee  a g re e d  th a t  
it  would be d es i rab le  to  m e e t  m o re  f req u e n t ly  in o r d e r  to 
p rov ide  add it ional  inpu t  into th e  co n te n t  of  th e  annual  
Medical-Legal Sym posium  held each  J a n u a ry .  The  
success of th e  f i r s t  tw o  conferences  w e re  no ted  and  the  
co m m ittee  e x p re ssed  a des i re  to  build on t h a t  success  for 
fu tu re  p ro g ram s  of benefi t  to physic ians and  a t to rn ey s .

A s th e re  was no fu r th e r  bu s in ess  to conduct ,  the  
m ee t in g  was ad journed .

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

A n  in d e p e n d e n t pension  consu lting  o rga n iza tio n  
p ro v id in g  all th e  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
a dm in is te r a n d  m a in ta in  pension  a n d  p ro fit 
sharing plans

O ur services include:

• Plan Design to  m e e t your spec ific  needs

•  Plan Insta lla tion  ass is tance  to  qua lify  your p lan

•  Plan A dm in is tra tio n  o n  a  co n tin u o us  basis to  m e e t 
g o v e rn m e n ta l requ irem en ts

•  A ss is tqnce to  c lients w ho se  p lans a re  a u d ite d

Suite 1616 • Washington Building • Tacoma, Washington 98402 
(206) 5/2-6663

THE DOCTORS HOSPITAL 
OF TACOMA

Next General Medical Staff Meeting 
Monday, September 13 

Hospital Cafeteria ■ Complimentary Lunch 
(Staff does not meet in July/August)

The popular "Back to Basics” 
Medical Staff Education Programs 

will resume in September

Topic Suggestions may be directed to 
Raymond D. Dilworth, M.D., 

Coordinator

12 July 1982
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THE SECOND IN A  SERIES

The Doctor 
Prescribed  S om e 
F lu ffy  Pillow s.

H ere a t D octors 
H ospita l w e p ro v id e  the  
best in clinical and 
technical expertise .

But, som etim es th e  best m ed ic ine  is 
still a little  extra  care. A nd  if th a t's  w hat 
yo u 're  look ing  for, you can ge t you r o rde rs  
filled here.

O ur sta ff has always been ab le  to  add 
th a t special in g re d ie n t th a t tu rns  general 
health care in to  'caring!

Quick to  respond  to  any special request 
yours o r  you r pa tien ts. O u r com m on goal is

to  tre a t each pa tien t 
w ith  respect and sincere 
concern.

M ost hospita l room s 
look the  same; they  all have a bed. a light, 
a tray, and a b u tton  on the  wall. O ur po licy 
a t D octo rs  is to  m ake sure peop le  know  
th e re ’s som eone at the  o th e r end o f tha t 
b u tton  w ho cares.

So, th e  next tim e  you w ant you r patien ts 
to  feel 'ca red ' for, rem em ber Doctors.

It's  just one o f the  ways we can make 
you r day a little  brigh ter.

D o c to r ’s  Ho sp ita l
Help without the hassle.

The Doctors Hospital o f Tacoma, 737 Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma. WA 98402, 627-811



Space  for  
Harmonious Living

615 North Sixth Street 
Tacoma, Washington

R e fle c tin g  the  rare  q u a lity  and c ra ftsm a n sh ip  o f  
an  era  past. O ver  6,000 square  f e e t  o f  d is tin c tio n  
and  charm . G ra ce fu lly  a rched  doors w ith  leaded  
glass panes, d e ta iled  g um  w ood m olding, hard­
w ood  floors, d ra m a tic  h igh  ceilings and a large  
m a s te r  bedroom  su ite  are j u s t  som e o f the  h igh ­
lig h ts  o f  th is  f iv e  bedroom, p lu s  N o r th  E n d  E s ta te .  
L e a v e  y o u r  nam e and ad d ress w ith  our a n sw erin g  
se rv ice  (627-59161 fo r  a fr e e  d e ta iled  brochure and  
an in v ita tio n  fo r  a p erso n a l tour.

(206) 627-5916

The P O R R O  B IO L O G IC A L  
LA B O R A T O R IE S , INC.

•  C lin ic a l and  A lle rg y  L a b o ra to ry
•  A lle rg e n s  and V acc in e s
•  P riva te  & N u rs in g  H o m e  C a lls

T w o  a d d re sses  to  S erve You

•  UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL SQUARE
2603 B r id g e p o r t W ay W est 
T a co m a , W ash. 98466 
P hone  (206) 564-1565

•  TORQUAY M EDICAL CENTER 
34616 1 1th P lace  So.
Fede ra l W ay, W ash. 98003 
P h o ne  (206) 927-7655

W ESTM A R k P r o p e r t i e s
1  I N C .

P roud ly  P resen ts

$495,000.00
131 ft. saltwater frontage above Henderson 
Bay, Gig Harbor, Washington. Southwesterly 
exposure, no bank natural bulkhead, sloping 
beach for moorage of any type of craft. 
3800  -t- sq, ft. contemporary home with 5 
bedrooms, 4 baths.

Assumable contract at 10.5% or contract 
terms, and interual (1/6 ownership) terms 
available,

For details and your exclusive showing 
please con tact Lynn Cory, sales agent 
(206) 582-5352 or (206) 582-5255 eves.

3815 100th Street S.W., Suite 2A, Tacoma, WA 98499

THE BALANCE SHEET
Accounting and Tax Service

SPECIALIZING . . .
In Service to the Medical Profession 

at a reasonable cost

•  C onsu lting  • M onth End

• System Set-ups • Year End

• New O ffice  O rgan iza tion • Payroll Taxes

• A ss is tance  to  Personnel •  Incom e Taxes

• F inancia l S ta tem ents

10224 Lake Louise Drive S.W.
Tacoma, W A 98498 

(206) 581-4594

14 July 1982



FEDERAL WAY FAMILY PHYSICIANS

AR E  P LE A S E D  T O  A N N O U N C E  TH E  A S S O C IA T IO N  OF

ROBERT E. STUART, M.D.

IN TH E  PRACTICE OF 

F A M ILY  M E D IC IN E  

A T

818 SOUTH Y A K IM A  

T A C O M A . W A S H IN G TO N  984 0 5

EVENING AND SATURDAY TELEPHONE
APPO INTM ENTS AVAILABLE TACO M A (206) 272-3827

FEDERAL WAY (206) 927-9460

JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. “ K ” St.

T acom a, W ash in g to n  98405 

(206) 627-0031

MEDICAL OFFICE 
SPACE AVAILABLE

Lo ca ted  be tw een T acom a G enera l 
H o sp ita l and M ary  B rid g e  C h ild re n s  
H osp ita l w ith  220 ca r P a rk ing  G arage 
all co n ne c te d  by u n d e rg ro u n d  tu n ­
nel.

U tilit ie s  and J a n ito r ia l serv ices p ro ­
v ided in ren ta l rates.

^KENWOOD
s t e r e o  f o r  y o u r  c a r

for people who hear 
subtle differences.

$149 KFC-692

Kenwood speaks for itself. Discover the sound sensation 
beyond the ordinary. Complement your stereo, AM, FM, or 
cassette m usic w ith the rich, clear tones of Kenwood speakers. 
Stop by for a dem onstration. Hear the sound that puts Kenwood 
in a class by itself.

a u to m o t iv e
O PEN  M -F to  5, SAT. 9-5:30 472-9641

3912 So. 56th St., Tacoma
0 o u n d

STEM
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Puget Sound Collections Inc.

C la s s ifie d  a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t c o p y  m ay 
be  m a ile d  to : G ra w in  P u b lic a tio n s , 1020 
L lo y d  B u ild in g , 603 S te w a rt S tre e t, S ea ttle  
98101, o r p h o n e d  to  S e a ttle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50C p e r w o rd ; $10 m in im u m  c h a rg e . 
C h e c k  m u s t a c c o m p a n y  co py .

H O O D  C A N A L  T IM E -S H A R E  C O N D O ­
M IN IU M  FO R  S A L E . 3 b e d ro o m , 3 fu ll 
b a th  on  H o o d  C an a l n e a r A ld e rb ro o k . 1/6 
s h a re  —  in c lu d e s  t im e -s h a re  b o a t. 
C o n ta c t T e rry  T o rg e n ru d , M .D ., 564-1115.

Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all M edical Society Members.

M em ber, A m erican  Collectors Association 
M edical/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus ol A m erica

RS.C. is ow n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B. Rossiter,

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
Tacom a, WA. 98401

FO R  R E N T  a ll o r  p a rt 3200  sq . f t .  in  10 th  & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f i c e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  O f f ic e  S p a c e . 1220 
sq . f t .  W il l  re m o d e l to  s u it .  N e w  c o m p le x  
in  P u y a llu p  b u s in e s s  d is t r ic t  le s s  th a n  
o n e  m ile  fro m  G o o d  S a m a r ita n  H o s p ita l.  
O F F E N B E C H E R -H IG G IN S  (206) 841-0111

OFFICE SETUP

" M IK E S ”  M E D IC A L  M IN D  
C o m p le te  M e d ic a l O f f ic e  S e tu p  
Consultation by Appointm ent

854-2668

D O C T O R ’ S  H O M E  in  e x c lu s i v e  
T h o rn e w o o d . L a rg e  3 b e d ro o m , 2 1/2 b a th , 
fa m ily  ro o m , k itc h e n  s k y l ig h ts .  E n jo y  
f is h in g  a n d  s a il in g  o n  A m e r ic a n  Lake. 
P r ic e  in c lu d e s  1/10 s h a re  in  B e a ch  C lu b  
w ith  b o a t s l ip ,  p a v il io n , d o c k . B r ic k  
g a rd e n  w a ll a n d  p r iv a te  ro a d  b o rd e r  th e  
b a c k  y a rd . N e a r fre e w a y . 15 m in u te s  
fro m  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l $139 ,500 . A nn  
L y tle : 582-6111 o f f ic e ,  582 -2820  re s i­
d e n c e , H a ro ld  A . A lle n  C o m p a n y .

AN OUTSTANDING SELECTION OF GIG HARBOR WATERFRONT PROPERTIES

^  "Xi!! Siiii13

ESTATE FEEL with seclusion complete from this 130 
feet no-bank southern exposure waterfront home 
with 2 acres plus. Just $25 ,000  down with a 
$275,000 asking price.

150 FEET NO-BANK western exposure is but the 
starting point for this 3 0 0 0  sq. ft. new all-cedar 
home. Price of $235,000 is but a fraction of what 
you will have when you add the interior appoint­
ments. A t the end of the road and with private boat 
launch.

ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED in the European 
mode and superbly crafted, this very private 
spacious contemporary is just 4 years old. Poggen- 
pahl cabinets highlight the kitchen, and set the tone 
for the detailed attention given to this gracious 
entertainment home. Reduced to $229,950.

GIG HARBOR BAY where the salmon swim 
upstream and the ducks and gulls play all 
day, is the setting for this 3 year old archi­
tecturally designed contemporary. Glazed 
tile, oak, grasscloth, and professional land­
scaping abound throughout this entertain­
ment home. A bargain at $145,000.

LAST PT. FOSDICK building lot. Olympic Mt. 
view from this no-bank lot with depth for 
privacy. Just 5 minutes to  the Narrows 
Bridge. With all utilities only $175,000.

142 FEET LOW BANK with 5 acres, perfect 
for the weekend hide-away a t So. Vaughn 
or for investment. Olympic Mt. view and 
fantastic pea-gravel beach. Just $19,000 
down a t $95,000.

P enW est .
I N C O R P O R A T E D

REAL ESTATE
Can DONNA ROPER

627-5422 /851 -8366  
R es: 265 -3916
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Classified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed to: Graw in Publications, 1020 
Lloyd Building, 603 Stewart Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inimum  charge. 
Check must accom pany copy.

I U N IO N  A VENU E M E D IC A L -D E N TA L  
! CENTER —  S pace ava ilab le  fo r  lease, 

s ta ff lou n g e  fa c ilitie s , ce n tra l vac., a ir. 
and sto rage  (nea r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C all 
752-6336 ( M o n — T h u rs .) Tacom a.

FA M ILY PR AC TICE lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
ings  at Ta co m a, O ly m p ia , Federa l W ay 
M e d ica l C e n te rs  o f G ro u p  H ea lth  C o o p ­
e ra tive . B oa rd  e lig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu ll s c o p e  p rim a ry  ca re . C o n ­
ta c t: Dr. Je sse  M a n te l, 1112 S. C ushm an  
St., Ta co m a, W A  98405, (206) 386-6120.

O FFIC E  SPACE —  S p a c io u s  a iry  s u ite , 
five  years  o ld , n ex t to  T a co m a  G enera l. 

; 1,400 sq. ft . W in d o w s  on  th re e  s id e s  - 
’ very lig h t. T h re e  la rg e  exam  ro om s .

A va ila b le  7-8/82. R ea so n ab le . C o n ta c t 
; G eorge  K rick , M .D ., 572-3520.

JAC K SO N  HALL M E D IC A L  C ENTER.
j Space ava ilab le  fo r  lease across from  

Tacom a G enera l H osp ita l. D esign  and 
j fin ish  to  y o u rre q u ire m e n ts . V a riab le  lease 
' rate if des ired . C all 627-0031.

I A PRACTICE O P P O R T U N IT Y  fo r  s u rg ic a l 
and m e d ica l s u b s p e c ia lty  in a w e ll es tab - 

i lished  m e d ica l c o m p le x  in G ig  H arbo r, 
P ierce C o u n ty . It is  e x c e lle n t fo r  O b-G yn, 

j O r th o p e d ic s , P o d ia tr ic s  and  G ene ra l 
S urgery. Lease  is  $792 /m o. O ffic e  is 15 
m in. to  d o w n to w n  h o s p ita ls . F o r d e ta ils ,

: p lease  ca ll (206) 858-9171.

S P A C IO U S  H ILL TO P  H O M E  o v e rlo o k in g  
| W o llo c h e t Bay. F o u r bedroom s, th ree  

baths, th ree  firep laces , re c re a tio n  room , 
j sauna, sec lu d e d  acre, $136,500,
I assum able  m ortgage . C o n tra c t Le igh  
! H un t, (206) 851-5248. 
j

■ M.D. BOARD E LIG IB LE  in d ia g n o s t ic  
I ra d io lo g y  w ith  tw o  years  g en e ra l radi- 
j o lo g y  e x p e rie n c e . S e e k in g  p o s it io n  in 
\ K ing , P ie rce  o f K its a p  c o u n t ie s  re g io n . 
\ A va ila b le  Ja n u a ry  1983 o r s o on e r. C all 
> (206) 698-2012 e v e n in g s .

I TA C O M A , LA K EW O O D  — Lease  sp ace  
| fo r  M e d ica l-D e n ta l S e p c ia lis ts  in th e  new  
j F o rt S te i la c o o m  P ro fe s s io n a l B ld g . 
\ In te r io r  can be  d e s ig n e d  fo r  lea so rs  
\ needs. E x c e lle n t lo c a tio n  and  e xpo su re . 
I  C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R ing  at 584-6200 
\  o r 582-5856.

ELE C TR O LY S IS

H elene B lack, R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T acom a  98405 759-1151 

M em ber: W a sh in g to n  S tate E lec tro lys is  
Assn. and E lec tro lys is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra ined : Kree In te rn a tion a l In s titu te
o f E lec tro lys is , N Y. and W ilsh ire  
B lvd. S ch o o l, Los A nge les

P H Y S IC IA N S  O F F IC E  FOR RENT. A v a il­
ab le  e a rly  su m m e r, P o rt O rch a rd , W a s h ­
in g to n . 876-4661.

FOR SALE — 1967 P o rsche  911 —  E xce l­
le n t c o n d it io n , $7,777.00. C a ll J. F. 
C o m fo rt, M .D ., 473-2190.

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u l t i ­
sp e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E xce lle n t coverage , b e n e fits  and co m ­
pen sa tio n . F irs t yea r gua ra n te e  and 
incen tives . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and 
liv in g  o p p o rtu n it ie s . A rea serves as 
R eg iona l O B -P e rina ta l re fe rra l cente r. 
N ew  c lin ic  fa c ilitie s . Send C.V. o r in q u irie s  
to  T h o m as  H. S krina r, M .D .. P uge t S ound  
C lin ic , 3611 S o u th  ” D " S tree t, Tacom a, 
W a sh in g to n  98408. o r  p ho n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8569 o r 206-272-0486 a fte r hours.

M ore C lassifieds 
Page 14

Prodata talks about
Number 3 in our "step method ol computer use is Timesharing Wed like lo  explain an important 
lact about our timeshare service Did you know you can install an in-office terminal from Prociata. 
timeshare on our system, and then expand to  own your own computer w ithout changing your sys- 
lem0 This means there'll be no wasted time while you wait lor vour new system to be programmed 
from y< >ur old Ancl importantly, there are no reprogramming costs or expensive lost time So ask 
Prod;ita about "3" our timesharing program that prepares you lor computer ownership w ithout a 
system change

Prodata has 4 ways to  improve office productivity w ith  computers.

1
 M a i l - I n  s e r v i c e  I c r m i r w l  I n p u t  l im e s h . n i n y  Y o u r  O w n

service li " -I • • Computer

prodata
SPOKANE

1509] i2K-472‘5
SEATTLE

|20rf>| 082-412(1
P O R T L A N D

fiO 'i) 22K-47K;
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Laboratory News and Views

“ INEXPENSIVE”  PROFILES

E d  Wood, M .D., Ph.D.

Over the  past  20 y ears  rapid developm ents  in 
a u to m a tio n  a n d  co m p u te rs  have con tr ibu ted  to an 
en o rm o u s  increase  in labora tory  te s t in g  a t  a m arked ly  
decreased  cost per test.  It is easily  possible now  to 
perform  10 blood chem is t r ie s  a t  a  cost ( including 
inflation) roughly  equal to one tes t  20 years  ago. T h is  has  
removed m u ch  of the  f inancia l b a r r ie r  to an  a lmost 
un lim ited  a m o u n t  of labora tory  da ta  on the  individual 
pa tien t.  Q uest ions  a re  now beg inn ing  to surface,  
however ,  on  the  value of m u ch  of th is  largely ex tra n eo u s  
labora tory  tes t ing  and,  pe rh ap s  more to the  point,  the  
true  cost of such  data .

In a provacative  discussion , K la tt  a n d  h is  coworkers  
have  exam ined  th e  cost of a c rea t ine  k inase  (CK) in a  
typical 19 tes t  profile performed rou tine ly  in a large 
California  hosp i ta l .1 CK in association w i th  the  isozyme 
CK-MB is clearly  one of th e  best  labora tory  tools for 
d iagnos ing  myocardia l  infarction. As a screen ing  
adm iss ion  test, however,  the  predictive va lue  is very  low 
indeed. T h e  California w o rk e rs  calculated th e  actual  
tota l  cost  per C K a t  $0.64 w hich  em phasizes  the  financia l 
clout of au tom ation .  W hen  they compared the  clinical 
va lue  to cost of some 600 CKs performed daily as  p a r t  of a 
19 test  profile, the ir  conclusions were  s tr ik ingly  
d ifferent.

Using the definit ion th a t  a sc reen ing  lest  is used to 
discover disease  th a t  would o therw ise  go unrecognized, 
they  concluded that  v i r tua l ly  none of the  positive CKs 
were  indicative  of unrecognized disease.  In four  d ays  of 
tes ting ,  they  performed 2274 CKs w ith  16 from pa tien ts  
w i th  possible myocardia l  infarc tions.  If the  recognition 
of these  16 pa tien ts  w ascons ide red  the  net vield from  the  
four  d ays  of tes ting , each "u se fu l"  CK would have cost 
$90.96! In actual  practice,  all 16 pa tien ts  had a lready 
been clinically recognized as probable in farc tions and 
the  CK isozymes had a lready been ordered. In su m m ary ,  
the  CK test  as a p a r t  of the admiss ion  profile of that

hospital  co n tr ib u ted  alm ost no  clinical in fo rm at ion  a t  a 
cost  of a pprox im ate ly  $140,000 an n u a l ly .

If th a t  bo thers  you, tak e  a n o th e r  look a t  th e  admiss ion  
profiles in T ac o m a  hospita ls .  T h e v  a lm os t  all include a 
CK.

A PAP PEARL
C endca l  cytology p rep ara t io n s  a re  of unquest ioned  

value in the  detection of cervical neoplas t ic  d isease.  T h e  
associated  use  of the  M a tu ra t io n  Index, how ever ,  as a 
m easu re  of estrogen  effect is p robab ly  over  promoted. 
Som ew here  between those  tw o  ind ica tions  for a pap 
sm ear ,  lies a th ird  w h ich  you m ay  no t  be util izing.

A n u m b e r  of inves t iga to rs  have  reported  Actinom yces 
in pap sm e a rs  from  w om en  u s in g  IUDs. T h i s  organism  
has  been implicated as  an  ag en t  c a u s in g  endom etri t is ,  
sa lpingo-oophorit is and  tubo-ovarian  abscess .  Signif­
icant infections can  an d  do occur  a l th o u g h  the  majori ty  
respond well to s im ple  IUD rem ova l . -

A ctinom yces can  be recognized w i th  th e  conventional 
Papanicolaou s ta in s  a l th o u g h  th e  m eth o d  of choice 
util izes specific f luorescein iso th iocyanate  labeled 
an tise ra .

All of th is  simply unde rsco re s  the  im p o r tan ce  of 
c o m m u n ica t in g  w i th  the  cytologist.  W r i te  “' IU D ” on the 
pap requis it ion  form and  th a t  sl ide will  be looked a t  a 
l ittle  harder .

E d  Wood, M .D ., Ph.D.

11 K lall, E I  . ' A [■. - .iikI l\ T Wnng. CreatineKinaseIn A RiochemicalTesl 
nd The Ugh CcM ..fa Seetninnly Inexpensive Test. Am J. Clin. Path.. 77r.%280-

L'KI 
2} Va

I )rh'C(i

»k:.'
c'tin j. F.. Pappas, A. A.. C.rafx-r, C. I).. Williamson. H. 0 . .a n d N .  F. Willis. 
.irul l'i tnvtlcnce nf [I ’I> Associated Acinnn»\rcs Colonization ;ind Related 

Morbidily JAMA, L‘ f7lS). I I-19-1 I WZ.
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Haw Pborman-Douglas 
can help you cure 

an ocdudcd cash fkwv.
For two decades, Poorman- 
Douglas has been helping good 
doctors becom e good business­
men.

The automated medical ac­
counting systems we offer can 
let you check on the financial 
health of your practice as closely 
as you look after the physical 
health of your patients. Just as 
they have for some 1,600 physi-  ̂
cians throughout the Northwest.

W hat’s more, Poorman- ^ 
Douglas is the only Northwest ^  
company to offer all three 
categories o f automated medical 
accounting products. So w e're 
singularly qualified to prescribe, 
objectively, the appropriate sys­
tem for your practice.

Option #1:
Service Center Processing.
You get the benefit of com ­

puterized billing, insurance 
claims and patient records, with 
no outlay for equipment.
All data is processed 
by Poorman-Douglas 
at our nearest ser­
vice center. W e’ll 
even stuff and mail 
statements. So your 
billing is timely, professional 
and worry-free, and you get 
complete information on re­
ceivables and doctor production

For many practices, full-service 
processing remains die best, 
most economical system .

Option #2:
The In-House Computer.

Large or high-volume prac­
tices often need their own com ­
puter. The Poorman-Douglas 
MED 990 is the best w e’ve seen; 
we designed it to be. The MED 

990 combines cost-effective­
ness with a powerful 

set of features aimed 
directly for medical 
offices. A complete 
interactive medical 
information system, 

it can smooth sched­
uling and billing, improve 

cash flow and upgrade patient 
records, while helping maintain 

internal control.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seattle: 220 W. Hamson (206) 283-9781 
Portland: 1325 S.W. Custer (503) 245-5555 

Eugene: 710 McKinley (503) 6S6-187I

Option #3:
On-Line Processing.

The third option for autom at­
ing your record-keeping is on­
line processing, our newest pro­
duct. Your Poorman-Douglas 
terminal gives you a window for 
entering data and inquiring 
about patient accounts. Add an 
optional printer and produce ac­
count printouts on dem and in 
your own office, or let Poorman- 
Douglas handle it all for you. 
Either way, you have quick ac­
cess to a powerful medical in­
formation system without the 
investment 
of ow n­
ing 
one.

One of 
these Poorman-Douglas 
systems is the business partner 
your practice needs. The first 
step toward choosing among 
them is to send for our bro­
chure. Better yet, call for a 
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation by a Poorman-Douglas 
specialist.

P le a s e  se n d  m e  m o r e  in fo r m a t io n  o n  y o u r  H  

m e d ic a l a c c o u n t in g  s y s te m s  

C  P le a se  c o n ta c t  m e  fo r  a c o n s u l ta t io n  a t m y  

o f f ic e .

N a m e _____________________________________________

A d d r e s s ___________________________________________

C i t ) ___________________ S t a te  Z i p _________

P h o n e ( _

M a i l  to :  P o o r m a n -D o u u la s  C o r p o r a t io n  

13 25  S .W ,  C lu s te r  D r  

P o r t la n d ,  O r e g o n  9 7 2 1 9 . J



M E D IC A L  S O C IE T Y  O F  P IE R C E  C O U N T Y  
7 0 5  S o u th  9 th ,  S u ite  2 0 3  

T a c o m a , W a s h in g to n  9 8 4 0 5

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T IO N  R E Q U E S T E D

- -  9 '  ----

BULK RATE
U .S .  PO ST AG E

PAID
TACOMA, WASH.

PERM IT NO. 60S

Ask 
how

t your bookkeeper 
things have changed*

a

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

LrAiM Blue Cross
ol Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, Wenatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

*' R e g is te re d  M a rk  B lu e  C ro s s  A s s o c ia tio n
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How much of your 
medical practice 

are you giving away?
Even the most com petent and 
dedicated office s ta ff  can have a 
tough tim e contro lling  accounts 
receivable. T hat's where Poorman- 
D ouglas can help. O ur On-Line 
M edical A ccounting System p ro ­
vides the tools your s ta ff  needs 
to improve collections and 
strengthen the business side of 
your practice.

Think of it 
as a Time Machine.

The Poorm an-D ouglas On- 
Line System can speed up co l­
lections and reduce billing prob­
lems. So your sta ff spends less 
tim e, and less effort, keeping 
your office on a solid financial 
footing.

It can smooth out and expedite 
many o f the tedious adm inistra­
tive details o f running a busi­
ness. So you have more tim e to 
devote to the practice of 
medicine.

Beyond 
that, going 
O n-Line 
with
Poorman- 
Douglas 
provides access to a powerful, 
fast medical inform ation system. 
So you get the valuable decision- 
m aking support o f an in-house 
com puter, w ithout the investment 
o f owning one.

Here’s the System.
It consists o f a com puter ter­

minal with telephone connec­
tion, giving you a "w in d o w ” for 
entering data and m aking inquiries. 
Optional equipm ent, including a 
printer and a word processor 
with graphics, is available to aug­
ment the basic system. Software 
for the On-Line System has been 
exhaustively researched, and 
was approved only after 
thorough user-testing. The final 
product reflects Poorman- 
Douglas s long history in au to­
mated medical accounting, and 
incorporates refinem ents 
suggested by medical profes­
sionals.

The result is a versatile, cost- 
effective system that can im ­
prove your cash flow through 
more tim ely collections.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seville: 220 W. Harrison (206) 2K3-97KI 
Portland: 1325 S.W . Custer (5 0 3 1 245-5555  

Eugene: 7 )0  M cKinley (503) 6K6-1K71

Is this the business 
partner you need?

Your first step toward finding 
out is to contact Poorm an-D ouglas. 
W e’ve been serving the m edical 
profession for tw o decades, with 
autom ated accounting systems 
that have proved them selves in 
real-life situations.

W hat's m ore, w e're the only 
N orthw est com pany to offer 
legitim ate, high-quality  products 
in all three categories o f  au to­
m ated m edical accounting sys­
tem s. So w e’re singularly  qual­
ified to prescribe, objectively, 
the appropriate 
system for 
your 
practice.

Send 
for our 
inform ative
brochure on the Poorm an-D ouglas 
O n-Line M edical A ccounting 
System . B etter yet, call fo ra  
convenient, no-obligation  con­
sultation in your office.

j""’"] Please send me more information on your H  
| On-Line Medical Accounting System.
I L J Please contact me for a consultation by a 

Poorman-Dougla.s specialist.

C ity -------

Phone(_

-S ta te . .  2 ip _

Mail to: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 
1325 S.W. Custer Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97219



4 G eneral M em bership  M eeting
5 P resident's  Page
6 Public H ealth  Report: 

M eningococcal D isease Scare
8 Enchancing Your Financial Skills

12 H ep atitis  B: A Risk 
Factor in Your Profession?

13 M em bership
14 A uxiliary Page
15 C orrespondence
16 C ollege of M edical Education: 

C ontinuing Education Programs  
for 1982-1983

17 C lassifieds

COVER PHOTO
In th e  Rain F o re s t

Staff
E d i t o r ...................... D avid  S- H opk ins , M D.
M anag ing  E d i t o r   T hom as J. C urry
E d ito ria l

C o m m itte e ...........W. Ben B lacke tt, M .D.,
S tan ley  W. T ue ll. M.D.

1982 OFFICERS
P r e s i d e n t ...........................................L l o y d  C  E lm e r ,  M .D
P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t .............................R o b e r t  E L a n e .  M  D
V ic e  P r e s i d e n t   B r u c e  D  B u c h a n a n .  M  D .
S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r  . .  . M y r a  S  V o z e n i le k .  M  D
P a s t  P r e s i d e n t   G e o r g e  A  T a n b a r a ,  M  D
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  .......................... T h o m a s  J  C u r r y

TR U S TE E S
R ic h a rd  G . B o w e ,  M .D . (82) 
W a l te r  M . A r th u r ,  M .D . (82) 
J u a n  F . C o r d o v a ,  M .D - (82) 

D a le  L. H irz ,  M .D . (82) 
R o b e r t  F . K a p e lo w itz ,  M .D . (83) 

G o rd o n  R. K la l t ,  M .D . (83) 
G i lb e r t  J , R o l le r ,  M .D . (83) 

M a r le n e  A r th u r

E le c le d  M S P C  o l l i c e r s  a n d  I r u s l e e s  s e i v e  a s  d r - l e g a l i j s  I d  
t h e  W S W A  H o u s e  o f  D ' - l p g a le s

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR M EN

B u d g e t  a n d  F i n a n c e ....................... M y ra  S . V o z e n i le k ,  M .D .
C o m m u n ic a t io n s .............................J a c o b  J , K o rn b e r g ,  M .D .
C r e d e n t ia ls  ................................................D o n a ld  H . M o t l ,  M .D .
E d i to r ia l  ...................................................D a v id  S. H o p k in s ,  M .D .

E m e r g e n c y  M e d ic a l
S e rv ic e s  S t a n d a r d s .....................D. T e r ry  K e n d r ic k ,  M .D .

E t h i c s .............................................................G i lb e r t  J . R o lle r .  M .D .
G r ie v a n c e ............................................. G e o r g e  A . T a n b a ra . M .D .
I n t e r p r o f e s s io n a l ......................... H e rm a n  S . J u d d .  M .D
J a i l  H e a lth  A d v is o r y  B o a r d . . . .  M ic h a e l  W . P r ie b e . M .D .
L e g is la t iv e .............................................. J a m e s  D . K r u e g e r .  M .D
L ib r a r y .......................................................... J u a n  F . C o rd o v a , M .D .
M e d ic a l E d u c a t i o n ...................... K . D a v id  M c C o w e n ,  M .D .
M e d ic a l-L e g a l  .......................................W . B e n  B la c k e t t .  M .D .
P r o fe s s io n a l  R e l a t i o n s ............... W il l ia m  A . M c P h e e ,  M .D .
P r o g r a m  a n d  E n te r ta in m e n t  . B r u c e  D, B u c h a n a n ,  M .D .
P u b l ic  H e a l tW S c h o o l  H e a l t h  D a v id  S p a r l in g .  M .D .
S e n io r  C i t iz e n  .................................E d w in  J . F a ir b o u r n ,  M .D .
S p o r ts  M e d ic i n e ..............................S ta n le y  A . M u e lle r ,  M .D .
T e l - M e d ..................................................... A n th o n y  S . L a z a r , M .D .
U H lQ u a l i t y A s s u r a n c e   R ic h a rd  R o b in s o n ,  M .D .

A summary of Medical Society, and local medical and health news

SEPTEMBER 14 MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO EXPLORE 
ADDITIONAL ETHICAL ISSUES

The Tuesday, S ep tem b er  14, general  m em bersh ip  m ee ting  will 
f eatu re  a panel discussion exploring fu r th e r  the p r im ary  care  physician 
— specialist physician relationship. The  program  form at will be similar 
to the highly successful May 11 general  m em bersh ip  meeting.

Drs. Gordon Kla tt ,  S tan  Tuell, Richard Hoffmeister,  R ober t  F e rg ­
uson, Richard Hawkins, and WSMA Pres id en t  Donald Keith  will serve 
as panelists.  P rogram  m odera tor  will be Dr. Gil Roller. The panel will 
discuss the issue of “Who Should Go Into The Surgical Suite?"

The program  will also fea tu re  a brief s ta tu s  re p o r t  of 
Physicians Insurance,  the physician owned professional lia­
bility insurance company established in 1982, including a 
forecast of 1983 ra tes .

The m eeting  will be held a t  the F irc res t  Golf Club. A social hour and 
d inner will preceed the  program. Dinner expense is $10.75 per person. 
M em bers a re  encouraged to make their  re serva t ions  as soon as possible 
as space will be limited. Deadline for reserva t ions  is Friday, S ep tem ber  
10. Call the  Medical Society, 572-3667, today to make your reserva t ion  
for S ep tem ber  14 meeting.

PHYSICIAN FINANCIAL SEMINARS SCHEDULED 
FOR SEPTEMBER -  JANUARY

A series  of five monthly financial skills sem inars  for Medical Society 
m em bers will begin on Sep tem b er  15. The p rogram s are  in tended  to 
provide physicians with useful information re la t ing  to the business 
aspects  of medical practice and personal financial planning. The 
seminars a re  offered by the  Society's Mem bership  Benefits,  Inc. The 
seminar faculty includes rep re sen ta t iv es  from the Society 's accounting 
firm of Simonson, Moore and Olson; legal counsel, Adams, Gagliardi and 
Halstead; and, inves tm en t  manager, the Tacoma office of Dean W it te r  
Reynolds.

O ther  par tic ipan ts  include MBI’s endorsed  medical practice  consul­
tan t  M anagem ent  Resources (Dolores L unstrum ) of Tacoma and 
Schwartz, Shera  and Associa tes, actuaries,  brokers and consultants.

The seminars a re  scheduled for Sep tem ber,  October, November,  
December and Jan u a ry .  The  p rogram s will include a breakfast  and will 
be held a t  St. Joseph 's  Education C en te r  from 7:00 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m. See page 8 for details .

LONG-TERM CARE GUIDE AVAILABLE

A guide to long-term care in Pierce  County is available to physicians 
and the ir  office personnel th rough  the Medical Society. The resource  
guide covers such subjects as: Choosing a long-term care  facility, finan­
cing long-term care, nursing  home care, congregate  or residen tia l  care 
and community sup p o r t  services to support  independent  living.

The guide was p rep ared  as a project of the  Long-term Care 
Ombudsman P rogram  of the  P ierce  County A rea  Agency on Aging in 
conjunction with the  local Council on Aging. The guide has been 
reviewed by the  Medical Society 's Executive  Com m ittee  and approved 
for distribution to doctors as a useful office aid for pa t ien ts  in need of 
such information. F o r  copies of the guide, please call the Medical Society 
office, 572-3667.

(C ontinued on page 91
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE

—THE P R O G R A M —

The Patient—Primary Care Physician—Specialist Relationship

PART II: Who Should Go Into The Surgical Suite?
"I will refer you this patient for procedure if you allow me to assist." 

"The most skilled hands should do the work."

PA N ELISTS : Drs. Gordon Klatt, Stan Tuell, Richard Hoffmeister,
Robert Ferguson, Richard Hawkins, and W SM A President 
Donald Keith.

M O D E R A T O R : Dr. Gil Roller

ALSO: Brief Physicians Insurance Status Report 
with Forecast of 1983 Rates

DATE: Tuesday, S e p te m b e r 14, 1982 PLACE: F irc res t G o lf  C lu b
6520 R egents  B lvd ., F irc res t
(Take F ircrest ex it o f f  o f H i w ay 16. P roceed  o n  Regents B lvd. 
to  th e  c lu b  w h ic h  w il l  be on  y o u r  le ft.)

TIM E: 6:15 P .M . - Social H o u r C O ST: D in n e r , $10.75 p e r p e rso n .
7:00 P .M . - D in n e r  Salad ba r, c h ic k e n  and  b a ro n  o f  b e e f b u ffe t
8:00 P .M . - P rog ram  (p r ic e  in c lu d e s  tax and  g ra tu ity )

R eg is te r n o w . M a il th is  fo rm , w ith  a ch e ck  fo r  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  a m o u n t, to  th e  M e d ic a l S oc ie ty  o ff ic e . 
O r ,  ca ll th e  o ff ic e , 572-3667, to  c o n firm  y o u r a tte n d a n ce . M a k e  ch e ck  p a ya b le  to  M e d ic a l S oc ie ty  o f 
P ie rce  C o u n ty .

REGISTRATION:

Yes, I have set aside th e  e v e n in g  o f S e p te m b e r 14 to  m e e t w ith  m y co lle a g u e s .

 Please re s e rv e ----------------------- d in n e r(s ) fo r  m e at $10.75 each (p r ic e  in c lu d e s  tax a n d  g ra tu ity ).
E nclosed is m y c h e ck  fo r  $ ________________ ________ _

 I re g re t I am u n a b le  to  a tte n d  th e  d in n e r  p o r t io n  o f th e  m e e tin g . I w il l  a tte n d  th e  p ro g ra m
o n ly  at 8:00 P .M .

D R .------------------------------------ ---------Telephone No. ________________

RETURN TO THE MEDICAL SOCIETY BY NO LATER THAN FRIDAY. SFPTFMRFR m



THE TIME HAS COME . . . 
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE REFORM

Lloyd C. Elmer, M.D.

One year  ago, the W SMA overwhelmingly passed 
Resolution N u m b er  1 a t  the  1981 House of Delegates 
annual meeting. This resolution s ta ted ,  “Therefore,  be it 
resolved th a t  the  House of Delegates d irect the  Council 
on M em ber Services to establish an ad hoc committee  for 
to r t  reform to develop a p rogram  of comprehensive to r t  
reform  in th e  S ta te  of W ashington which sets forth  objec­
tives, implementat ion  and budget. Such program  to be 
p resen ted  to the  Board of T ru s tee s  and House of Dele­
ga tes  a t  the  annual m ee ting  in 1982.” This m andate  is 
enthusiastically  being carried  out under  the  auspices of a 
special t o r t  reform task  force and is being planned in 
infinite detail  by Glen Hudson, W SMA's  highly capable 
staff m em ber whose main level of expert ise  lies in legis­
lative and lobbying affairs.  Glen has a lready begun imple­
m entation  of an in tr icate  campaign th a t  infuses a feeling 
of optimism and confidence in all who are  touched by it.

The  campaign will succeed when the prime goal is rea l­
ized. T h a t  goal is the  enac tm ent of major malpractice to r t  
reform legislation in the  1983 legislative session. The 
plan requ ires  th a t  a "climate" which will enhance legisla­
tive success be c reated .  This will requ ire  involvement of 
physician and auxil iary leadership in the political and 
legislative process. Key groups of physicians and auxil- 
ians m ust  be recru i ted  to help in this effort,  and the 
WSMA will help the medical community become ac tive ly  
a n d p ersonnally  involved in the 1982 legislative contests.  
Once the  new legisla ture  is constitu ted , an intense lobby­
ing effort  will be inst i tu ted .

As pract ic ing  physicians,  we can de te rm ine  the suc­
cess or  failure of this projec t  by our willingness to roll up 
our s leeves and g e t  to work. Most of us have the ability to 
be opinion m akers,  and our thoughts  a re  respec ted  by our 
neighbors, friends and associates. We need to speak out

in a fo r th r igh t  fashion, not m otivated  by limited self- 
in te res t .  R a ther ,  we m ust  make the public a w are  of the  
fact t h a t  i t  pays the price of the nearly 20 pe rcen t  yearly 
increase in medical liability insurance premiums. We 
need to  remind o thers  in the  professions and the business 
world th a t  we need th e i r  active support  not only to help 
hold their  health care  costs down, but ul t im ately  and in a 
corollary fashion, their  product liability and their  profes­
sions’ malpractice problems will be diminished with our 
success. Most of us know and, in many cases, we provide 
medical care for m em bers  or candidates for the  legisla­
ture.  We m ust  take  the  in it i ta tive  to inform these  indivi­
duals and enlist  the ir  support  in o rder  to succeed.

The WSMA is geared  up to help its  m em bers  become 
spokesmen for the to r t  reform  program. Educational 
meetings, forums, brochures,  fact shee ts ,  the use of 
speakers '  bureaus,  and the advice of our able lobbying 
staff will be readily  available to all m embers.  In Ju n e  of 
this year, the  Florida legisla ture  m et in special session to 
deal with a medical liability crisis th a t  th rea te n e d  the 
delivery of health care to every  individual in t h a t  s ta te .  
Florida physicians w ere  faced with increased m alprac­
tice premiums of 400 percent.  Because of legislative 
action, the increases will instead be about 36 percent.

The time for action is now. L e t  us not wait for a crisis to 
develop here  in the  S ta te  of W ashington, and be forced to 
reac t  to it. L e t  us work toge the r  to shape the legal 
climate in which we live. Our adversa r ies  a re  formidable 
lo be sure, but we can and shall win this ba tt le  because we 
will not be afraid to speak out and labor for principles 
th a t  a re  r igh t  and ju s t  — for the profession and public.

L.C .E .
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Public Health Report

MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE SCARE: 
AN EPIDEMIC THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

CASE REPORT
On F r id ay ,  J u n e  11, 1982, th e  comm unicable  d isease  

nu rse  a t  th e  T acom a-P ierce  County  H ea l th  D e p a r tm e n t  
rece iv ed  a call f rom  the  n u rs in g  d i rec to r  a t  Tacom a 
schools a t  10:15 a.m. r e p o r t in g  t h a t  t h e r e  had been two 
recen t  cases of meningitis.  Both cases had th e  sam e  baby­
si t te r .  F u r th e r  inves tigation  revea led  th a t  the first  child, 
age 8 months,  had died six hours a f te r  admission to Mary 
Bridge Children’s Hospital  a t  1:42 a.m. on Ju n e  9th; the  
co ro n er’s r e p o r t  s t a te d  “ 10 x normal pus in CSF." 
P re l im in a ry  blood cu ltu re  re p o r t  a t  a u topsy  on Case #1 
w as N e is se r ia  (species not y e t  de te rm ined);  C SF cu ltu re  
was negative .

The  second child, a 4 'h  m onth  old female, with onse t  of 
sym ptom s the  evening of Ju n e  10, 1982, was hospitalized 
a t  Madigan A rm y  Medical C en te r .  C u l tu re s  on Case #2 
had been  incuba ting  for 12 hours;  the  l ab o ra to ry  would 
not give a defin it ive  read in g  until  J u n e  12,1982.

By 2:00 p.m., tw o  o th e r  cases, of Case #1, had been 
brought to the Mary Bridge emergency room, a  5 year old 
female sibling (Case #3) and a 3'/z y e a r  old female cousin 
(Case #4). Both children  had t e m p e ra tu r e  of 100-101 
deg rees ,  pe tech iae  across  the  shoulders .  Case #3 had 
headache  (no nuchal rigidity), pharyngea l  e ry th em a .  
T e n ta t iv e  clinical d iagnos is  a t  th e  t im e w as “ R/O 
meningitis /m e ningococcemia.”

Case #3 was a re g u la r  a t t e n d e e  of th e  H e a d s t a r t  P r o ­
g ram . Case #4 a t t e n d e d  a day care  cen te r  with 18 to 20 
children un d e r  4 y e a r s  of age; last  ex p o su re  was Ju n e  
9th.

The  decision was m ade  to notify con tac ts  and p a ren ts  
of possible exposu re  to N eisseria  M e n in g itid is  and 
recom m end  p rophylax is  with  Rifampin. (Rifampin was 
only available  a t  two hospital pharmacies).  A p p ro x ­
im ately  50 people w ere  con tacted  by public hea l th  and 
school heal th  nurses .  T he  d ea th  cert if icate  on Case  #1, 
s igned by the  co roner  on Ju n e  14th, l is ted “acu te  
meningitis ,  v i ra l” as the  cause of dea th .  Case #3 had a 
chest x-ray which was read  as “left lower lobe consis tent  
with  pneum onia  penum onit is"  and was t r e a te d  with 
ampicill in. C u l tu re s  from all four cases one week  la te r  
w ere  still  nega t ive  for N e isse r ia  M en ing itid is. Slides 
from Case #1, exam ined  Ju ly  12th, from the bra in  and 
four sec tions  of cord show ed diffuse po lym orphonuc lea r  
in f i l t ra te  and pe tech iae .  L u n g  lesions w ere  typical of H. 
in fluenza ,• h o w ever  no bac ter ia  w e re  identified. The 
dea th  cer t if icate  was changed to “acute  myelo-mening- 
iLis, v iral .”

DISCUSSION
M ost availab le  d a ta  on sec o n d a ry  cases — defined by 

the  C e n te r  for D isease  C ontro l  as d isease  in a household 
c o n tac t  t h a t  beg ins  m o re  t h a n  24 hours  and  less  th a n  30 
days a f te r  the  index case in t h e  household is hospitalized1 
— have  been  based  on s tu d ie s  of household  m em bers .  
H ow ever ,  t h e r e  m ay  be o th e r  pe rso n s  who h ave  been in 
close, in t im ate  con tac t  w i th  a case  for su b s ta n t ia l  length  
of t im e before  onse t  of illness in t h a t  case, and these  per­
sons should  also be  identif ied.

T he  reco m m e n d a t io n  of an tib io tic  chem oprophylax is  
for the  p reven t ion  of meningococcal d isease  in household 
con tac ts  is based  on a n u m b er  of o bse rva t ions .

1. T he  a t t a c h  r a te  of  meningococcal  d isease  in 
household con tac ts  of a case  is significantly 
h igher  th a n  th e  a t t a c h  r a t e  in th e  genera l  
populat ion  d u r in g  bo th  endem ic  (approx im ate ­
ly 1,000 t im es  h igher)4 and  epidem ic  (as much 
as 15,000 t im es  h igher)  p e r io d s5’.

2. T he  c a r r i e r  r a t e  of th e  p a thogen ic  s t r a in  in 
household con tac ts  of cases is four to five t imes 
t h a t  o b s e r v e d  in t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n 78. 
Meningococcal c a r r i e r s  a re  p robab ly  a t  low 
r isk  of c o n t r a c t i n g  s y s te m ic  i l ln e ss  from 
h o m o lo g o u s  s t r a i n s  of  m en in g o c o c c i  s ince  
meningococcal c a r r iag e  p roduces  an  an tibody  
response". T he  h igher  ca r r iag e  r a te  in house­
hold contacts ,  how ever ,  leaves  th o se  con tacts  
who a r e  n o t  c a r r i e r s  a t  i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  of 
acqu ir ing  infection and illness.

3. Close surve illance  of households for an  un cer­
ta in  t im e period  can be red u ced  because  the 
h e a l th  of c o n ta c t s  p r o b a b ly  r e q u i r e s  such  
m on ito r in g  only d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  24 hours  a f te r  
init iat ion  of chem opropyh lax is ' .

Since household  c o n ta c t s  of  m eningococcal  d isease  
cases a re  a t  significantly  h ig h er  r isk  of a cqu ir ing  the  
disease than  the  genera l  population, th ey  should receive 
chem oprophy lax is  as soon as possible,  p re fe ra b ly  with in  
24 hours, a f te r  the  index case  is d iagnosed.  A s  m any  as 
33%  ol se co n d ary  cases  occur w ith in  four  d ays  a f te r  the  
hospitalization of th e  index case '1.

The  health d e p a r tm e n t  re lies  on th e  r e p o r t  of the  prac­
ticing physician so t h a t  household and o th e r  in t im ate  con­
t a c ts  can be iden t i f ied ,  g iv en  a p p r o p r i a te  c h em o p ro ­
phylaxis, and m an a g ed  p roperly .
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Sulfonamides have previously been used to  eradicate  
th e  car r ie rs  s ta te ,  b u t  by 1963, sulfonamide-resistant 
m en ingococc i  w e re  th e  p re d o m in a n t  o r g a n i s m 10. 
Although penicillin and ampicillin a re  highly effective in 
t rea t in g  the  illness, they  a re  not sufficiently effective in 
e rad ica t ing  the  carriage  s ta te  to w a r ran t  their  use for 
chemoprophylaxis.  Minocycline and Rifampin have been 
proved to be 80% to 90% effective in e radicat ing  car­
r iage of meningococci. Minocycline is not now used for 
a sym ptom a tic  household con tac ts  of u ses because of 
significant and frequen t  vest ibular  reactions. Rifampin 
has been criticized because of expense, the  possibility of 
R ifam pin-resis tant  m ycobacterium  tuberculosis s tra ins  
being produced in the  population, and potential  toxicity.

The  maximum cost of t r e a tm e n t  is $5.00 (mean hospi­
talization cost of a case of meningococcal disease has been 
es t im ated  a t  $15,000). I t  is unlikely th a t  the  adm in is t ra ­
tion of four doses of Rifampin will lead to the emergence 
of a re s i s tan t  s t ra in  of tuberculosis (the probability  of 
such an occurrence has been estimated a t  9.9 x 10-91). Rif­
ampin may cause a t ran s ien t  mild hyperbil irubinemia, 
but liver injury is more frequent in patients with alcohol­
ism or pre-exist ing  liver disease or in pa tien ts  concur­
ren tly  receiv ing ano th e r  hepatotoxic  d rug  such as IN H 3.

The dosage schedule recommended for meningococcal 
chemoprophylaxis with Rifampin is four doses given 
orally separated by 12 hour intervals; each dose in 600 mg 
for adults, 10 mg/kg body weight for children 1 to 12 years 
old, and 5 mg/kg body weight for infants less than one 
y e a r  of age.

The  developm ent of serogroups A and C meningococ­
cal polysaccharide vaccines during the past several years 
has produced very  im portan t  and powerful tools for the 
control of meningococcal epidemics. The use of meningo­
coccal C vaccine in military recruits  in the United Sta tes  
has produced a clear and convincing reduction in sero- 
group C epidemics in the  mili tary".  Some au thors  advo­
cate rou tine  chemoprophylaxis with serogroup A or C 
meningococcal vaccine for household con tacts1.

Surveillance of household contacts w ithou t  chemopro­
phylaxis has been  proposed as the  m ethod of choice for 
controlling secondary  ca se s11'. Such surveillance is a 
method of diagnosing suspected cases and is not designed 
to p re v e n t  disease  b u t  r a th e r  death .  Because close 
surveillance is difficult to implement and meningococcal 
d isease may take  a rapid  fulminant course, CDC au thors  
do not recom mend surveillance as the sole method of 
secondary case control.

In this outbreak meningococcal disease was suspected 
and the  decision to use antibiotic chemoprophylaxis of 
close contacts was based on:

1. The t im e from onset of fulminant meningeal 
disease in Case #1 was four days,  nearly  one- 
th ird  of secondary cases occur in the  first four 
days a f te r  the  index pa t ie n t  is hospitalized. 
With a weekend approaching, a delay of two 
additional days could have been catastrophic.

If meningococcal disease due to serogroups A or C had 
been confirmed, vaccination with meningococcal vaccine 
of high risk contacts may have been helpful since a t  least 
half of th e  secondary  cases in families of persons  with 
meningococcal d isease occur m ore  th an  five days a f te r  
the p rimary  case2. In addit ion, vaccine may help control 
ou tbreaks  of meningococcal d isease in at-risk ne ighbor­
hood populations.

B u d  Nicola, M.D. 
D irector of Health  

Tacoma-Pierce County H ealth  D e p ar tm en t
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7. G re e n f ie ld  S .. F e ld m a n  H .A .. F a m ilia l  C a r r i e r s  a n d  M e n in g o c o c c a l M e n in g t i t is .  
N E S M  1967; 277:497-502.

8. G o ld s c h n e id e r  I., G o lse h lic h  E .C .. A r t e n s t e in  M .S ., H u m a n  Im m u n ity  to  th e  
M e n in g o c o c c u s : I I .  D e v e lo p m e n t  of N a tu r a l  Im m u n ity .  J o u r n a l  o f E x p .  M ed ic in e  
1969; 199:1327 1347.

9. M u n fo rd  R .S .. T a u r a y  A .E ., S p re a d  of M en in g o c o c c a l In fe c t io n  W ith in  H o u s e ­
h o ld s . L a n c e t  1974; 1:1275*1278.

10. M cC o rm ick  J .B ..  W e a v e r  R .E .. T h o r n s b e r g  C . T r e n d s  in D is e a s e  C a u se d  by  
N e is s e r ia  M e n in g i t id is ;  1972 a n d  1973. J o u rn a J  o f  In fe c t io u s  D is e a s e  1974; 
130:212-214.

11. A r t e n s t e in  M .S ., G old  R ., P re v e n t io n  o f M en in g o co cca l D is e a s e  b y  G ro u p  C 
P o ly s a c c h a r id e  V acc in e . N E J M  1970; 282:417-420.

12. A r t e n s t e in  M .S .. P ro p h y la x is  fo r  M en in g o c o c c a l D is e a s e .  J A M A  1975; 
231:1035-1037.

ngEKXNSi
J "-U0VIN6 & STORAGE

JERRY PLANCICH
A C C O U N T  E X E C U T IV E

O FFICES & HOUSEHOLDS  
RECORD STORAGE • MEDICAL & BUSINESS  
LABORATORIES •  EQUIPM ENT & SUPPLIES 

ELECTRONIC & HIG H TECHNOLOG Y SPECIALISTS

P .O . B O X  3 0 7 2 8
1 -4 7 5 -3 5 3 3  —  T A C O M A  9 4 0 1  A U R O R A  A V E N U E  N O R T H

( 2 0 6 )5 2 7 -7 6 0 0  S E A T T L E , W A S H IN G T O N  9 8 1 0 3

2. Persons  a t  highest risk a re  household con­
tacts; day care cen ter  contacts; medical p e r ­
sonnel who resusci ta ted ,  intubated,  or suc- 
tioned the  p a t ien t  before  an tib io tics  w ere  
begun; and persons who had contact  with the 
p a t ie n t ’s oral secretions th rough  intimate con­
t a c t  o r  t h r o u g h  th e  s h a r in g  of food and 
beverages .2.
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ENHANCING YOUR FINANCIAL SKILLS
St. Joseph Hospital 
Education Center 

7:00 a.m. to 9=30 a.m.
September 15,1982 
INTERNAL CONTROL FOR MEDICAL 

PRACTITIONERS
'Know what embezzlement is.
"Understand how embezzlement occurs 
and is prevented.

October 13,1982 
INVESTMENTS IN THE 1980’s
'Understand tax sheltered investments. 
'Differentiate common and preferred stock 
investments.

'Recognize new developments in the bond 
market.

November IO, 1982 
INCORPORATION -  WHEN & WHY
'Increase understanding of personal 
economics & other non-tax considerations. 

'Recognize tax and non-tax benefits. 
'Conceptualize how to establish a 
professional service corporation.

GREGG D. JORDSHAUGEN, CPA, Partner 
Simonson, Moore and Olson. Tacoma 
Accountant, Medical Society of Pierce 
County

BARRY D. BRUNT, CPA, Manager
Simonson, Moore and Olson, Tacoma

ROBERT A, KING, Vice President & Manager 
Dean Witter Reynolds, Tacoma 
Investment Manager. Medical Society 
o f Pierce County

WILLIAM W. JEUDE. CPA, Account Executive 
ENI Corporation, 8ellevue 
High Technology, Oil and Gas 
Investments

December 9,1982
ESTATE PLANNING -  SHIFTING ASSETS, TRUSTS 

AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
'Understand estate planning and the 
Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981.

'Recognize value in shifting income 
property to lower tax brackets.

'Increase awareness of pension plans.
'Increase understanding of life insurance 
and retirement plans.

January 12,1983
EVALUATING A MEDICAL PRACTICE
'Analyze expense in relation to income to 
control expense.

'Define a method for establishing a fee for 
new service.

'Understand controlling accounts 
receivable.
Including: Cash flow, improving collections 

and accounts receivable.

FACULTY
BARTON L. ADAMS. Attorney

Adams, Gagliardi and Halstead, Tacoma 
Legal Counsel, Medical Society of 
Pierce County

JERRY R. ZANDER, CLU, Account Executive 
Schwartz, Shera and Associates 
Brokers. Actuaries and Consultants

DOLORES LUNSTRUM, CMA-A, President 
Management Resources, Tacoma 
Medical Practice Consultant

CHARLES W, SPAETH, Account Executive 
The Riley-Griffin Company,
T acoma-Lakewood
Real Estate Investments-Syndication

JOHN R. HODDER, CPA, Partner 
Simonson, Moore and Olson, Tacoma

Advance Registration Required (Fees Include Breakfast) 
MSPC Members -  $25 Each Session, $85 Entire Series 

Non MSPC Physicians -  $30 Each Session, $110 Entire Series

Please register for the Financial Breakfast Seminars as follows:
Entire Series □  Sept. 15 □  Oct. 13 □  Nov, IO □  Dec. 9 D  Jan. 12 □

I am a member of MSPC □  I am not a member of MSPC □
Enclosed is my check for $___________________________________(Make checks payable to  COME)

N a m e --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Specialty____________________

Address____________________________________________   Office__________________

C ity/S tate/Z ip__________________________________ __________________________________________

Please address all registrations and correspondence to: Maxine Bailey, Executive Director
College of Medical Education, Inc. 
705 South 9th, No. 203 
Tacoma, Washington 98405



SOCIETY NE W S BRIEFS Continued

MSPC MEMBER HONORED 
BY NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Tacoma psych iatr is t  Dr. Hugh Van Dooren has been 
elected to the  Board of T rustees  of the 27,000 m em ber 
A m erican  Psych ia tr ic  Association. Dr. Van Dooren 
began his th re e  y e a r  te rm  of office as a W es te rn  United 
S ta te s  t ru s te e  a t  the  A P A ’s annual m ee t ing  in May. Dr. 
Van Dooren has practiced psychiatry  in Tacoma since 
1957. He is a Fellow of the A P A  and has se rved  as presi­
dent  of the  W ashington S ta te  Psychiatr ic  Association.

COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
SETS 1982-83 ACADEMIC CALENDAR

The 1982-83 academic calendar for the  College of 
Medical Education  has been established. I t  includes 37 
COME sponsored or coordinated p rogram s for physi­
cians and/or allied heal th  personnel. Courses curren tly  
scheduled a re  listed on page 16 of this month 's 
B U L L E T IN .

The calendar rep re se n ts  the most ambitious offering 
of courses ye t  in the  12 y e ar  history of the  College. In 
some cases p rogram  dates  remain tenta tive.  A detailed 
brochure explaining each program will be mailed approx­
imately one m onth prior  to the  actual program.

NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE
Fre e  N o ta ry  Public Services are available to the 

m em bers  of the  Medical Society through the  Society's 
M em bership  Benefits office. The MBI office is located 
adjacent  to the Society at 705 So. 9th (corner of 9th and 
G), Suite  202.

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recommend w ith confidence 
professional diaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o n th  a random  
sam ple  o f o u r d iapers  is sub jec ted  to  exhaustive  
s tud ies  in a b io ch e m ica l lab o ra to ry .

• U tm o st Convenience. Thanks to  p ick up and d e ­
live ry  service, o u r p ro d u c t com es when you need it.

• E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  service, a ll th is p ro te c tion  
a ga ins t d ia p e r rash cos ts  fa r less than p ap e rd ia p e rs  
—o n ly  penn ies  m ore  a day  than hom e-w ashed 
d iapers.

C A U TIO N  TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illega l to  d is ­
pose o f hum an e xc rem e n t in garbage. M o th e rsa re  
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iapers. "D isp osa b le " 
is a m isnom er.

T a c o m a
3 8 3 -1 2 3 4

S e a tt le
6 3 4 -B A B Y

W ashington 's  O ldes t , Most Trusted Pro fess iona l  
D iape r  Service 'Serv ing Our S econd  Generat ion

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and Union 
Suite B-1005 

Tacoma, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
Joh n  F. K incaid , B usiness M a n a g e r

22 acre campus adjacent to 156 bed 
A llenm ore C om m unity Hospital. C entra lly 
located; freeway access; ample parking. All 
inclusive rental rates; suite construction  
allowances.

Featuring  
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Homes

SWANSON-McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

A m e r ic a n  Federa l B u i ld in g  
Tacom a. W a s h in g to n  98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associa te

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
A ppra isa ls  

P ro p e r ty  M a n a g e m e n t
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 PSMB-----

PUGET SOUND 
MEDICAL BUILDING

Space Available

4 0 8  South "K" Street 
Tacom a, W ash ing ton  9 8 4 0 5  

(2 0 6 ) 272-7055

All im p rovem en ts  a re  in a n d  ready  fo r 
o ccu p a n c y , L o c a te d  across s tree t 
from  T a co m a  G enera l Hospital, M ary 
Bridge C hildren 's Hospital.

“Below Competitive Rates”

R ate includes:
Utilities a n d  Jan itoria l services.

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

aRADIO RftCE OF TOCOMA #1 jp ^

  paging. Your own personal beeper
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

A N S W E R IN G
R —-* N  s e r v ic e  n o r t h w e s t  . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . A r r n
or both, 24 hours a day. O  (  ^ ~ / Z Q u U

L IF E L IN E  Emergency
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
w ithout being alone,
24 hours a day. 383-3283

f  The United States ^  
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is cu rre n tly  accep ting  a pp lica tions  fo r the  
fo llo w in g  specia lties:

General S urgery  
O rthoped ic  S u rge ry  

O to rh in o la ryn g o lo g y  
N eurosurgery  

R heum ato logy 
O p h th a lm o lo g y  

A nesthes io logy  
U ro lo g y  

O b /G yn  
For fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  call:

C harles P lunke tt o r Tom  T h o rn to n  
at 442-1307, o r v is it them  at 4518 

U n ivers ity  W ay NE, S u ite  312,
Seattle, WA 98105 

(o u t-o f-to w n  — call co llec t)
T o u r co n fid e n tia lity  is assured.

/±\W fl ^ ^

A g r e o t  w a y  o f  l i fe

THE DOCTORS HOSPITAL 
OF TACOMA

Next General Medical Staff 
Meeting 

Monday, September 13 
Hospital Cafeteria 

Complimentary Lunch

The popular "Back to  Basics" 
M edica l Staff Education Program 

will resume a t the  
M ed ica l Staff M eeting

Topic Suggestions 
m ay be  d irec ted  to  

Raymond D. Dilworth, M.D. 
C oord ina to r

10 August 1982



THE TH IR D  IN A  SERIES

th ere’s  M ore Th an  
On e Way To 
S can  A  Cat.

We haven 't got 
one o f those new 
fangled cat scanning 
machines yet, and we 
fully understand the im portance o f having the 
latest technology available.

But some people believe tha t good health 
care is no t solely dependent on machines.

Here at Doctors, along w ith technology, 
we p u t our p ride  in our people.

We are continually upgrading our 
technology and equipm ent in a way tha t 
avoids duplication and higher costs to

your p a tie n t- 
including provid ing 
a CAT scan in a 
safe and efficient 

manner when you need it.
Our health care at Doctors has become 

well known because o f our extra service tha t 
each m em ber o f our staff gives every day.

And even if you 're  'up a tree', we can help 
you out because we have the 'pu rrfec t people ' 
to  handle the job.

It's just one o f the ways we can make your 
day a little  brighter.

D o c t o r 's  Ho s p it a l
Help without the hassle.

The Doctors Hospital o f Tacoma, 737 Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma. WA 98402, 627-8111



V

HEPATITIS B: A  RISK FACTOR IN YOUR PROFESSION?
For Physicians and Dentists

September 15, 1982 -  6 :00  to 9:00 p.m. 
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

Sponsored by:
T acom a-P ie rce  C o u n ty  Health D e p a rtm e n t 

M e d ica l S ocie ty o f Pierce C o u n ty  

P ierce C o u n ty  Hospital C ouncil

'VIRAL HEPATITIS & HIGH RISK POPULATIONS 

*THE GROWING CONCERN

‘ CURRENT RESEARCH: PROPHYLAXIS, ADMINISTRATION,
AVAILABILITY AND RATIONALE 
FOR DISTRIBUTION

'CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS

Guest Lecturer:
JAMES E. MAYNARD, M.D.
D irector, H epatitis  & Viral Enteritis 
C enters fo r Disease C ontro l 
Phoenix, A rizona

Credit: C a te g o ry  I - A M A  - AAFP

Registration: $ 3 0  -  Includes b u ffe t d inner

For fu rther in fo rm a tion  and  reg istra tion  w rite  o r call;

COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
705 South 9th, #203 

Tacoma, Washington 98405  
Phone 627-7137

12 August 1982



In accordance with the Bylaws o f  the Medical Society o f  Pierce C ounty ,  Chapter Seven, Section A, MEMBERSHIP, 
the following physicians have applied for membership, and notice o f  their application is herewith presented. As outlined 
in the Bylaws, any member who has information o f  a derogatory nature concerning an applicant's moral or  ethical 
conduct,  medical qualifications or other such requisites for membership, shall assume the responsibility o f  conveying 
th a t  information to the Credentials Committee or Board of Trustees o f  the society.

FIRST NOTICE
K e ith  M . W e ig e l, M .D ., G en era l and In tern a l
M e d ic in e . B o rn  in S e a t t l e ,  W A  8/4 /47 ; 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f W a s h in g to n  S choo l of M cd ic in e , 
1976; in te rn s h ip ,  G ood S a m a r i ta n  H o sp ita l , 
P h o e n ix , A Z , 1976-77; re s id e n c y , G ood S a m a r i­
ta n  H o s p i ta l ,  P h o e n ix , A Z , 1977-78; W a sh in g ­
to n  S ta t e  lic e n se , 1981. H a s  a p p lie d  fo r m ed ical 
s t a f f  m e m b e rs h ip  a t  G ood S a m a r i ta n  H o sp ita l . 
D r . W e ig e l is p ra c t ic in g  a t  21120 M e rid ia n  
E a s t ,  G ra h a m . S p on sors: D rs . G ail B. S t r a i t ,  
R ic h a rd  D . B a e rg .

S h aron  J . M ich ael, M .D ., G en era l P r a c tic e  and  
In te rn a l M ed ic in e . B o rn  in C la rk s b u rg ,  W V
7/21/51; V a n d e rb i l t  M ed ic a l S choo l, N ash v ille , 
T e n n ., 1977; in te r n s h ip ,  G ood S a m a r i ta n  H o sp i­
ta l, P h o e n ix , A Z , 1977-78; r e s id e n c y . G ood 
S a m a r i ta n  H o s p i ta l ,  P h o e n ix , A Z , 1978-79; 
W a s h in g to n  S ta t e  lic e n se , 1981. H a s  a p p lie d  fo r 
m e d ica l s t a f f  p r iv i le g e s  a t  G ood S a m a r i ta n  
H o sp ita l .  D r. M ich a e l is p ra c t ic in g  a t  21120 
M e r id ia n  E a s t ,  G ra h a m . S p on sors: D rs . G ail B. 
S t r a i t ,  R ic h a rd  D . B a e rg .

The PORRO B IO L O G IC A L  
LA B O R ATO R IES, INC.

•  C lin ica l and A llergy Laboratory
•  A llergens and Vaccines
•  Private & N ursing Home Calls

Two addresses to Serve You

•  UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL SQUARE 
2603 B r id g e p o rt W ay W est
Tacom a. W ash. 98466 
Phone  (206) 564-1565

• TORQUAY MEDICAL CENTER 
34616 11th P lace So.
Federa l W ay. W ash. 98003 
P hone (206) 927-7655

HENRY F. SLOMINSKI, M.D.

A n n o u n c e s  the  O p e n in g  

of His Office 

for

Family Practice 

at

L A K E W O O D  P R O F E S S IO N A L  VILLA G E 

5 9 0 0  - 100 th  S tree t  S .W .,  Suite  5 

T a c o m a ,  W ash ing ton  9 8 4 9 9  

T e lep h o n e :  (206) 5 8 4 - 3 4 5 4

C °

6 ° '
f t

. d p v -  0̂ v© vG ©

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice

Dolores Lunstrum 

4109 B r idgeport  Way West 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
206/564-5600
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1982 -1983 BOARD MEETS

T h e  m e m b e rs  of th e  “new b o a rd ” m e t  for the  f irs t  t im e 
J u n e  21st  a t  th e  home of M ar len e  A r th u r ,  p re s id en t .  
P lan s  and ac t iv i t ies  for the  coming y e a r  w e re  discussed 
and will be  pub lished  in th e  m em b ersh ip  booklet  which 
will be availab le  to  paid m em b e rs  in the  fall. A delicious 
lunch was se rv e d  following the  m ee ting .  T he  nex t  board  
m e e t in g  will be  A u g u s t  30, a t  9:30 a.m. a t  A l lenm ore  
Medical C e n te r ,  Building B.

Ju l ia  M uel le r  of the  C om m unity  H ealth  C o m m it tee  
r e p o r t s  a need  for a v o lu n te e r  to o rganize  and im plem en t  
a baby  s i t t in g  curricu lum  developed  by th e  Tacoma- 
P ie rce  C oun ty  H e a l th  D e p a r tm e n t  for young  people. The  
hea l th  d e p a r tm e n t  also seeks  v o lu n tee rs  to help in the  
U rb a n  H e a l th  In i t ia t iv e  Clinics. P lease  con tac t  J u n e  
R u th  a t  the  hea l th  d e p a r tm e n t  if in te res ted .

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t te e  C h a i rm a n  Sally  L a r s e n  
(588-9839) needs  two v o lu n tee rs  for each legisla tive  
d is tr ic t .  Call if you a re  in te res ted .

NEWCOMERS COFFEES
S e p te m b e r  m ark s  th e  beg inn ing  of the  annual  N e w ­

com ers  Coffees.  Mrs.  A lb e r ta  Burrow s ,  Mrs.  S ha ron  
G ilber t  and Mrs. M ary  Lou Jo n es ,  new com ers  chairmen,

S p a c e  for  
H arm onious Living

615 North  Sixth S treet 
T aco m a ,  W ashington

R e f le c t in g  the  rare q u a l i ty  and c ra f tsm ansh ip  o f  
an era past.  O v er  6,000 square f e e t  o f  d is t inc t ion  
and charm. Gracefu lly  arched  doors w i th  leaded  
glass panes, de ta i led  gum wood, molding, hard­
w ood  floors, d ram atic  high ceilings and a large  
m a s te r  bedroom  su ite  are j u s t  som e  o f  the h igh­
l ights o f  this  f i v e  bedroom p lus N o r th  E n d  E s ta te .  
L e a v e  your  n a m e  and address  w ith  our answ er in g  
serv ice  (627-5916) f o r  a f re e  de ta i led  brochure and  
an in v i ta t io n  fo r  a p ersona l  tour.

(206) 627-5916

a re  t ry in g  to con tac t  all n ew  p o ten t ia l  m e m b e rs  with a 
personal  inv ita t ion .  A u x i l ia ry  m e m b e rs  a re  inv ited  and 
e n couraged  to a t t e n d  th e i r  a r e a  coffee.

The  coffees will be located  as follows: Thursday ,  S e p ­
te m b e r  9, a t  the  home of M rs .  S h i r ley  K e m m a n  (863- 
9152), co rn e r  of S u m n e r  H e ig h ts  and M onticello  Lane, 
Sum ner;  Friday,  S e p t e m b e r  10, a t  the  home of Mrs. 
Susan  W u lfe s t ieg  (851-6569), 3504 47 th  St. Ct., Gig 
H arbor;  Tuesday, S e p t e m b e r  lk ,  a t  the  home of Mrs. 
Nadine K en n ed y  (759-8471), 4117 M ad ro n a  W ay,  Tacoma. 
All coffees a re  a t  10:00 a.m. No re se rv a t io n s  a r e  neces­
sary .  M A R K YOUR C A L E N D A R S!!

DUES
Dues a re  now be ing  accep ted  for th e  1982-1983 year.  

Lots  of new and excit ing  p ro g ra m s  and p ro jec ts  are 
planned. T he  dues  a re  $38.50 th is  year .

P lease  enclose y o u r  p a y m e n t  in th e  envelope  which 
was mailed in th e  P r e s id e n t ’s n e w s le t t e r ,  or  b r in g  your 
check to the  firs t  fall m ee t in g  you a t t e n d .  Mrs .  Mary 
W h y te  L en a rd ,  dues  t r e a s u r e r ,  will be  availab le  a t  the 
m ee t ings  to accep t  p aym en t .  T he  m em b e rsh ip  booklet 
will be g iven  to each m e m b e r  as d ues  a re  paid.

Mrs. J u d y  B aerg

We5re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
Persing, Dyckm an & Toynbee can prov ide  you 
w ith  a fu ll range of insurance coverage to  m eet 
all o f your personal and pro fess iona l needs — 
pensions, em ployee benefits , life  and d is a b ility  
insurance, property and casua lty  insurance.

PERSING, D YC KM AN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  B R O K E R S

705 South N in th , Tacom a W A 98405 I 627-7183

B o b  S izer 
D o u g  D y c k m a n , J r  
Jo h n  T o y n b e e  
W ayne  T h ro n s o n

Marge Johnson, CPCU
B. Dennis Schm idt. CLU 
P. Kathy W ard low  
Bob C leaveland

14 August 1982



BE A LIFE SAVER — SUPPORT THE SEPTEMBER 14 LEVY

D ear Colleagues:

The  em ergency  medical  sys tem  in Tacoma has depen­
ded on p r iv a te  ambulances,  the  F ire  D e p ar tm en t  and 
physician vo lun tee rs  among others .  In the 12 years  since 
an organized prehospita l  care  sys tem  was s ta r ted ,  the 
de livery  has s teadily  improved; however, fu r th e r  refine­
m en t  and professional organization is needed.

On S ep tem b e r  14, 1982, on th e  pr imary  ballot, the  
Tacoma F i re  D e p ar tm en t  will p re sen t  an emergency 
medical serv ices levy tha t ,  if passed, will significantly 
improve th e  delivery  of em ergency medical services to 
th e  citizens of Tacoma. This will include a third rescue 
unit,  personnel  to staff  this unit,  the  position of an 
em ergency  medical  services coordinator within the 
Tacoma F ire  D e p ar tm en t ,  overall emergency medical 
personnel  and suppor t  funds for em ergency medical 
services de livery  appara tus .

No municipal funds are  available for this campaign. 
The public m us t  know why it  is needed. Your support  of 
fund ra is ing  efforts to help educate  the public through 
ads in the  local media will be g rea t ly  apprecia ted.  Also, 
please take  a few m om ents  to educate  your s ta ff  and 
pa t ien ts  about the  need to support  this levy. For  an 
owner of a $50,000 home, the  annual cost of improved 
em ergency medical services would be jus t  $9.75.

Sincerely,

J a m es  G. Billingsley, M.D.
Chairman of Citizens for
B e t te r  E m ergency  Medical Services

JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K " St.

Tacoma, W ashington 98405 

(206) 627-0031

MEDICAL OFFICE  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located between Tacoma General 
H ospita l and Mary Bridge C hildrens 
H ospita l w ith 220 car Parking Garage 
all connected by underground tun ­
nel.

U tilities  and Jan ito ria l services p ro ­
vided in rental rates.

THE BALANCE SHEET
Accounting and Tax Service

SPECIALIZING . . .
In Service to the Medical Profession 

at a reasonable cost

• C onsulting • Month End

• System Set-ups • Year End

• New O ffice Organization • Payroll Taxes

• Assistance to Personnel • Income Taxes

• F inancial Statements

10224 Lake Louise Drive S.W.
Tacoma, WA 98498 

(206) 581-4594

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

An ind e p en d e n t pension consulting o rgan iza tion  
prov id ing  all the  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
administer, a n d  m a in ta in  pension a n d  profit 
sharing plans

Our services inc lude

•  Plan Design to  m e e t your specific  needs

• Plan Installation assistance to  qua lify your p lan

•  Plan A dm in is tra tion  o n  a  continuous basis to  m e e t 
g ove rn m e n ta l requ irem ents

• Assistance to  clients w hose plans a re  a u d ite d  

S u i te  I6 I6  •  W a s h in g t o n  B u i ld in g  •  t a c o n ' i a  W a s h i n g t o n  ‘ 'P8 4 0 2
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COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION A  =  A llie d  H e a lth  P e rs o n n e l 
P =  P h y s ic ia n

Continuing Education Programs Projected for 1982-1983 Academic Year
(Programming is subject to change — individual notices will be sent preceding each program)

D ate

S e p te m b e r 
10 , 11 , 12 
15, 16 
18

30
21, 22, 23 
15

O c to b e r  
1, 2, 3 
O pen  
O pen  
O pen  
O pen  
14

N o v e m b e r
O p e n

1 1 , 12 
O pen  
11 , 12 
O p e n  
11

D e c e m b e r 
3, 4 
9

J a n u a ry
22
O pen

O pen

27

12

F e b ru a ry
O pen
5
O pen  
O p e n  
24, 25 
O p e n

M a rch  
10 , 11 
19
O pen

A p r il

M ay

2, 3 
15, 16

O pen
O pen

19, 20, 21 
O pen

J u n e

C o u rs e /T o p ic

S TR E S S : D IA G N O S IS  &  M A N A G E M E N T  A T  R O S A R IO * 
H E P A T IT IS /H E P V A X  (P/A)
E L E C T R O C A R D IO G R A P H Y  FO R  S T A F F  N U R S E S : 

C o rro la te s  W ith  C lin ic a l P a tie n t A s s e s s m e n t (A) 
N E U R O L O G Y  —  T H E  O U TE R  L IM IT S  (A) 
D E R M A T O L O G Y  FO R  T H E  N O N -D E R M A T O L O G IS T  (P) 
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

IN T E R N A L  M E D IC IN E *  (P)
W O M E N S  H E A L T H  (P/A)
C E N T R A L  S U P P LY  (A)
P O T P O U R R I M E D IC A L /S U R G IC A L  T O P IC S  (A) 
R A T IO N A L  USE O F  A N T IB IO T IC S  (P)
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

B A S IC  E M E R G E N C Y  P R O C E D U R E S  (A)

A D O L E S C E N C E  —  G O O D  N E W S /B A D  N E W S  (A) 
F IN A N C IA L  M A N A G E M E N T  —  H O S P IT A L  (A) 
P O T P O U R R I —  L A B O R A T O R Y  P R O C E D U R E S  (A) 
M U S C U L A R  D Y S TR O P H Y  M E E T IN G * (P/A)
S E X U A L  D Y S F U N C T IO N  & D IS E A S E  (P)
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

P E D IA T R IC  A D V A N C E D  L IF E  S U P P O R T (P) 
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

T H E  L A W  & M E D IC IN E  
C O M M O N  P A IN  S Y N D R O M E S  

IN  E V E R Y D A Y  P R A C T IC E  
L E G A L  C O N C E R N S  A S S O C IA T E D  

W IT H  N U R S IN G  P R A C T IC E  
P E R IN A T A L  —  T .G .

E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

H Y P E R A L IM E N T A T IO N  
G E R IA T R IC S  W O R K S H O P  (A)
D E N T A L  E M E R G E N C IE S  (P)
B A S IC  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC IN E  (A)
B U R N  (P/A)
P U L M O N A R Y  (P)

T A C O M A  A C A D E M Y  O F  IN T E R N A L  M E D IC IN E  (P) 
E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC IN E /T O X IC  S U B S T A N C E  (P/A) 
M A N A G E M E N T  C H A L L E N G E  (A)

D AYS O F P E D IA T R IC S  —  G E N E T IC S  (P/A)
T A C O M A  S U R G IC A L  C LU B  — A N N U A L  M E E T IN G  (P)

A D V A N C E D  C A R D IA C  L IF E  S U P P O R T (P)
E V A L U A T IO N  O F  P A T IE N T  R E Q U E S T IN G  D IS A B IL IT Y / 

F O R E N S IC /A B U S E  B A T T E R IN G  (P) 
C A R D IO V A S C U L A R  D IS E A S E  R E V IE W  (P)
O B /G Y N  (S p e ro ff)  (P)

Coordinator(s)

D. C ra m e r, D.O.
B. N ic o la , M .D ./E . M a res , R .N . 
H ily a rd

M . M a ld e n , M .D ./P . S h u ll,  R .N. 
J . K o m o ro u s , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

T A IM /P . S c h n e id e r , M .D .
G. K la t t ,  M .D ./P . S h u ll,  M .N .
R. B ra m h a ll,  R .N .
P. S h u ll,  M .N .
A . T ic e , M .D ./P . M a rs h , M .D.
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

A . C h ilto n , B .S .N ./
V. T u rn e r , B .S .N .
J. S h o rt
B. M a rc e lia , M .T .
J . O 'N e il l
M . M a ld e n , M .D .
J . L in c o ln , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

R. S c h e rz , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

D. P e a rs o n , M .D .
H. J o h n s to n , M .D .

A . M o o re , R .N .

J. M u llig a n , M .D ./
P. M e tc a lf ,  R .N .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

P. S c h n e id e r , M .D .
J. S h o rt
C. M a ie r, D .D .S .
T. K e n d r ic k , M .D .
T. Ir is h , M .D .
V. N e s s a n , M .D .

R. E tt l in g e r ,  M .D . 
T. K e n d r ic k , M .D .
B. M a rc e lia , M .T .

R. S c h e rz , M .D .

31 A M A  O F F IC E  P E R S O N N E L

T. K e n d r ic k , M .D . 
D. B ro w n , M .D .

G. S tra it ,  M .D .
J . S a k a k in i, M .D .

L. C a rra s

A  d e ta ile d  b ro c h u re  w il l  p re c e d e  e a ch  p ro g ra m  w ith  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e  m o n th 's  a d v a n c e  m a ilin g .

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w r i t e  o r  c a l l :  M a x in e  B a ile y , E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r , C O L LE G E  O F  M E D IC A L  E D U C A T IO N
705 S o u th  9 th , N o . 203, T a c o m a , W a s h in g to n  98405  
P h o ne : (206) 627-7137

•N o n  C O M E  C o u rs e



Classified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed to: G raw in Publications, 1020 
Lloyd Building, 603 Stewart Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 minimum charge. 
C heck must accom pany copy.

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u l t i ­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E xce llen t coverage , b ene fits  and c o m ­
pensa tion . F irs t ye a r g ua ran tee  and 
incen tives . O u ts ta n d in g  re c rea tio n a l and 
liv in g  o p p o rtu n it ie s . A rea serves as 
R eg iona l O B -P e rina ta l re fe rra l center. 
N ew  c lin ic  fa c ilitie s . Send C.V. o r in q u irie s  
to  T hom as H. S krina r, M .D ., P uget S ound  
C lin ic . 3611 S ou th  "D " S tree t, Tacom a, 
W a sh in g to n  98408, o r  p ho n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8569 o r 206-272-0486 a fte r hours.

O F F IC E  SP A C E  —  S p a c io u s  a iry  s u ite , 
fiv e  ye a rs  o ld , n e x t to  T a c o m a  G enera l.
1 ,400 sq. ft . W in d o w s  on  th re e  s id e s  - 
ve ry l ig h t. T h re e  la rg e  exam  ro om s . 
A v a ila b le  7-8/82. R ea so n ab le . C o n ta c t 
G eo rg e  K r ic k , M .D ., 572-3520.

M ore  Classifieds  
Page 18

E LE C TR O LY S IS
H elene  B lack , R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M em ber: W a sh in g to n  S tate E lec tro lys is  
Assn. and E le c tro lys is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn,

T ra ine d : K ree In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E lec tro lys is , N.Y, and W ilsh ire  
B lvd. S ch o o l. Los A nge les

JA C K S O N  HALL M E D IC A L C ENTER.
S pace ava ilab le  fo r  lease across from  
T a co m a  G ene ra l H osp ita l. D esign  and 
fin is h  to  y o u r re qu ire m e n ts . V ariab le  lease 
rate if des ired . C a ll 627-0031

FOR R ENT a ll o r  p a rt 3200 sq. ft . in 10th & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G ood  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f ic e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Proiessional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all M edical Society Members.

M em ber. A m erican  C ollectors A ssociation 
M ed ica l/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus of A m erica

PS.C. is o w n e d  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B Rossiler

P u g e t  S o u n d  
C o l le c t io n s  In c .
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
T acom a. WA. 98401

FIRCREST 

AS IAN  A M B IA N C E  

ARCHITECTURALLY DESIGNED 

RAMBLER 

(206)584-2700

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can re c o m m e n d  w ith  c o n fid e n c e  
p ro fe ss io n a l d ia p e r se rv ice

■ L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o nth  a random  
sam ple  o f o u r d iapers  is su b je c te d  to  e xhaustive  
s tud ies in a b io ch e m ica l la b o ra to ry  

• U tm o st Convenience. T hanks to  p ick  up  and d e ­
live ry  service, o u r p ro d u c t com es w hen  you need it 

•E c o n o m ic a l. All th is  se rvice , a ll th is p ro te c tio n  
aga inst d ia p e r rash costs fa r less than pape r d iapers  
—o n ly  penn ies  m ore  a day than hom e-w ashed  
d iapers

C A U TIO N  TO YO U R  PATIENTS. It is ille g a l to  d is ­
pose of hum an exc rem en t in ga rbage  M o the rs  are 
d o in g  th is w ith  paper, p la s tic  d iape rs  'D isp o sab le " 
is a m isnom er.

Tacoma
383-1234

W a s h i n g t o n 's  O ld es t ,  M o s t  T r u s te d  P r o f e s s io n a l  
D i a p e r  S e r v i c e / S e r v in g  O u r  S e c o n d  G e n e r a t i o n
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C lassified  and anno uncem ent copy may 
be m ailed  to: G raw in  Publications, 1020  
Lloyd B uild ing, 603 S tew art S treet, Seattle  
98101, or phoned  to Seattle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50c per word; $10 m in im um  charge. 
C h eck  m ust accom pany copy.

F A M IL Y  P R A C T IC E  lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
in g s  a t T a c o m a , O ly m p ia , F e d e ra l W ay  
M e d ic a l C e n te rs  o f  G ro u p  H e a lth  C o o p ­
e ra t iv e . B o a rd  e l ig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu l l  s c o p e  p r im a ry  ca re . C on  
ta c t :  Dr. J e s s e  M a n te l, 1112 S. C u s h m a n  
S t., T a c o m a , W A  98405, (206) 383-6120.

S P A C IO U S  H IL L T O P  H O M E  o v e r lo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t Bay. F o u r  b e d ro o m s , th re e  
b a th s , th re e  f ire p la c e s , re c re a tio n  ro om , 
sauna , s e c lu d e d  acre , $136,500, 9%% 
a s su m a b le  m o rtg a g e . C o n tra c t L e ig h  
H u n t, (206) 851-5248.

T A C O M A , L A K E W O O D  —  L ea se  s p a c e  
fo r  M e d ic a l-D e n ta l S e p c ia l is ts  in  th e  n ew  
F o r t  S te i la c o o m  P ro fe s s io n a l B ld g . 
In te r io r  can  be d e s ig n e d  fo r  le a s o rs  
n e e d s . E x c e lle n t lo c a t io n  a n d  e x p o s u re . 
C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R in g  a t 584-6200 
o r  582-5856.

M o r e  C la s s i f i e d s  
P a g e  1 7

I NEED OFFICE SPACE
P h y s ic ia n  in  s u b -s p e c ia lty  a re a  s e e k in g  \ 
s p a c e  o n e  to  tw o  d a y s  p e r  w e e k  to  see 
o w n  p a t ie n ts .  T e rm s  n e g o t ia b le .  C a ll Dr. jj 
C h a ro c h a k , 588-9047 . j

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N T E R  —  S p a ce  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac., a ir, ■ 
and  s to ra g e  (n e a r A lle n m o re  H osp .) C all 
7 52 -6336  (M o n .— T h u rs .)  T a c o m a .

A P R A C T IC E  O P P O R T U N IT Y  fo r  s u rg ic a l 1 
a nd  m e d ic a l s u b s p e c ia l ty  in  a w e ll e s ta b ­
lis h e d  m e d ic a l c o m p le x  in G ig  H a rb o r, ; 
P ie rc e  C o u n ty . It is  e x c e lle n t  fo r  O b-G yn , 
O r th o p e d ic s ,  P o d ia tr ic s  a n d  G e n e ra l i 
S u rg e ry . L ea se  is  $ 7 9 2 /m o . O f f ic e  is  15 
m in . to  d o w n to w n  h o s p ita ls .  F o r  d e ta ils , 
p le a s e  c a ll (206 )858-9171 .

M E D IC A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E . A p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  1400 sq . f t .  fo r  re n t o r  lease  in 
m u l t i - s p e c ia l t y  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g ,  T h e  
D o c t o r 's  P r o fe s s io n a l  B u i ld in g ,  721 
F a w c e tt A ve ., T a c o m a . F o r in fo rm a tio n  
c o n ta c t  M a i B la ir , 627-8111.

D O C T O R ’ S H O M E  in  e x c lu s i v e  
T h o rn e w o o d . L a rg e  3 b e d ro o m , 2V i  ba th , 
fa m ily  ro o m , k itc h e n  s k y lig h ts .  En joy 
f is h in g  a n d  s a il in g  o n  A m e r ic a n  Lake. 
P ric e  in c lu d e s  1/10 s h a re  in  B e a ch  C lub  
w ith  b o a t s l ip ,  p a v il io n , d o c k . B ric k  
g a rd e n  w a ll a n d  p r iv a te  ro ad  b o rd e r  the  
b a ck  y a rd . N e a r fre e w a y . 15 m in u te s  
fro m  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l $139,500. A nn 
L y tle : 582-6111 o f f ic e ,  582-2820 re s i­
d e n c e , H a ro ld  A . A lle n  C o m p a n y .

O F F IC E  SPA CE A V A ILA B LE  to  lease M id- 
O c to b e r. 1100 sq . ft ., 1st f lo o r , g oo d  pa rk­
in g . O ne  b lo c k  fro m  TG o r  M a ry  B ridg e  i 
hosp. W ill f in is h  o ff ic e  space  to  s u it needs. ; 
C o n ta c t L e o n id a s  o r S te p h e n  J. A n n es t, s' 
383-3631.

1983 D IR E C TO R Y  fo r  P ie rce  C o u n ty  Phy­
s ic ians  and S u rgeons  is beg in n in g  produc­
tio n . A d v e rt is in g  ra te s  a v a ila b le  by ca lling  
S a lly , (206) 223-0861, G ra w in  P u b lic a tio n s .

/
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Prodata talks about
Number 3 in our step method" of computer use is Timesharing We'd like to explain an important 
tact arn iut '"»ur timeshare service Did you know you can install an in-ofhee terminal trom Prodata, 
(imeshtjre on our '-vsiern and then expand to  own your own computer w ithout changing your sys­
tem? This means i.here'll be no wasted time while you wait for your new system to be programmed 
from 7i »ur old An< i importantly, there are no reprogramming costs <_>r expensive lost tim e So, ask 
Prudatri about "T  our I imesl wring program that prepares you for computer ownership without a 
s','stern change

Prodata has 4 ways to improve office productivity with computers.

I
M i i t l - l n  b t r n iC L '  l e r r m n a l  I n p u t  I u n c ^ h . ' i r i n g  Y o u r  O w n

S c r v i c e .  ‘ 'n  l i r r  n r m i  C o m p u t e r  A

H-' f  k 9 I
i, -I,

lJf "J|*'-|-. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I l  V' -u Ifu: W  M
Th-'

' -r .1- ' ■- • ih.-
o r  . f i . j i i r i . :  ,-mi

l r • ■ • -'-j < ■ P r. .'J'N Iprodata
®  ( ■ ,r 11 r ii 1 f . -r •. | . - .m _ ...............

SPO K A N E
f W |  128-4725

SEATTLE 
1206| 682-4120

PO R TLAN D
1503) 228-4783



An added complication... 
in the treatment of bacterial bronchitis*

Indication* ud UiagcCeciw' '.cciaci&i. Mtyjis (Pdic.ucd 
in ito Lreai.TfSn! ai tre toiio*̂  elections when caused by 
;jscejM't ssri’us o' ms “•rocrsarisns

(.oner resi-iratory mtecticra irciuCing pneumonia cauKd oy 
S t:sc iocox i/j oneumonne tD/plxoccvs pnewncnraei 
HievooM v: •'rU i& m e  and S s c e n e s  ij'Oup A Deta-tUTCiytJC

Appreciate c jitu e  and susceptibility studies snouW De 
performed todetermine susceptib ly c l me caitMirve n-sgamsfn 
tc Ceclor
C o R W lfld lM U o i CeciO' is cortrKC icatj’J r  w>-eirii «iM 
h w # r ailfigy id me cepr»aiosp®in grojg ol arirbiaucs 
W arn ing* in p e n c h u ' i s iN S invt patients C-phai osposih 
AHTiglOTCS S^WJlG&E ACMJ<lST£»ED WUT'i'JSL'f 1HtpE SCLINICAL i’O LiE'j0-*FfjPf t1, HENCE V PArrUi CPOiS
ALLEflGEMCirr Of I«E FEIOCiLUNS AND 'H ; Ct?HALC3P03iN3 
AND THERE AP.E INSTANCES l« WHICH PATIENTS HAVE HAC 
REACTIONS i'4CLUyl«C tW P H fU liiS  TO BOtH DSIG CLARES 

Ar:i5:HiC5 ■rc'jiingC«:c-- r .? ira c 3 '/ i' : ' j: i>
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Ask
how

t your bookkeeper 
things have changed

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don’t take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, W enatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

■® R e g is te re d  M a rk  B lu e  C ro s s  A s s o c ia tio n
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How Poorman-Douglas 
can help you cure 

an occluded cash flow
For two decades, Poorman- 
Douglas has been helping good 
doctors become good business­
men.

The automated medical ac­
counting systems we offer can 
let you check on the financial 
health of  your practice as closely 
as you look after the physical 
health of your patients.  Just as 
they have for some 1,600 physi­
cians throughout the Northwest.

W h a t’s more, Poorman- 
Douglas is the only Northwest 
com pany to offer all three 
categories o f  automated medical 
accounting products. So w e ’re 
singularly qualified to prescribe, 
objectively, the appropriate sys­
tem for your practice.

Option #1:
Service Center Processing.
You get the benefit of com ­

puterized billing, insurance 
claims and patient records, with 
no outlay for equipment.
All data is processed 
by Poorman-Douglas 
at our nearest ser­
vice center. W e’ll 
even stuff and mail 
statements. So your 
billing is timely, professional 
and worry-free, and you get 
complete information on re­
ceivables and doctor production.

For many practices, full-service 
processing remains the best,  
most economical sy s tem .

Option #2:
The In-House Computer.

Large or high-volume prac­
tices often need their own com ­
puter. The Poorman-Douglas 
M ED  990 is the best w e ’ve seen; 
we designed it to be. The M ED 

990 combines cost-effective­
ness with a powerful 

set o f  features aimed 
directly for medical 

offices. A complete 
interactive medical 
information system, 

it can smooth sched­
uling and billing, improve 

cash flow and upgrade patient 
records, while helping maintain 

internal control.

O f

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seattle: 220 W. Harrison (206) 283-9781 
Portland: 1325 S.W . C uster (503) 245-5555 

Eugene: 710 M cK inley (503) 686-1871

Option #3:
On-Line Processing.

The third option for  automat­
ing your record-keeping is on­
line processing, our newest pro­
duct. Your Poorman-Douglas 
terminal gives you a window for 
entering data and inquiring 
about patient accounts. Add an 
optional printer and produce ac­
count printouts on dem and in 
your own office, or let Poorman- 
Douglas handle it all for you. 
Either way, you have quick ac­
cess to a powerful medical in­
formation system without the 
investment 
o f  ow n­
ing 
one.

One of 
these Poorman-Douglas 
systems is the business partner 
your practice needs. The first 
step toward choosing among 
them is to send for our bro­
chure. Better yet, call for a 
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation by a Poorman-Douglas 
specialist.

( I f  Please send me more information on your H  
medical accounting systems.

□  Please contact me for a consultation al my 
office.

Name.__________________________________

Address_________________________________

City______________ S ta le__  Zip_______

Phone (_
Mail to: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 

1325 S.W. Custer Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97219l _ .J
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Society News Briefs
A  s u m m a r y  o f  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  lo ca l  m e d i c a l  a n d  h e a l th  n e w s

Tort Reform Effort Underway
P ie rce  C oun ty  physic ians jo ined th e i r  colleagues 

ac ross  th e  s t a t e  in in i t ia t ing  th e  p ro fess ion’s t o r t  
r e fo rm  cam paign  in A ugus t .  Doctors, Auxilians and 
s ta ff  in te rv iew ed  se n a te  and house incum ben ts  and 
ca n d id a tes  to  explain  the  p ro g ra m  and de te rm in e  
th e i r  d e g re e  of support .

In te rv ie w s  will continue th rough  th e  N ovem ber  
g en e ra l  e lection. R eform  of the  s t a t e ’s to r t  sy s tem  is 
a m ajo r  f e a tu re  of m edicine’s 1983 d rive  to contro l 
rap id ly  inc reas ing  professional liability expenses.

Cancer Study Kicks Off 
W ith Strong P ierce County Support

One of th e  la rg e s t  epidemiologic re se a rch  
p ro jec ts  e v e r  u n d e r ta k e n  in the  U nited  S ta te s  
began  in S e p te m b e r  with  th e  A m erican  Cancer 
S ocie ty ’s C ancer  P re v en t io n  S tudy  II. T he s tu d y  is 
th e  S ocie ty ’s second m ajo r  r e se a rch  endeavo r  to 
learn  how life s ty le  and env ironm en ta l  factors 
influence cancer and o th e r  diseases.

In P ie rce  County, 220 re se a rc h e rs  
have  v o lu n te e red  for the  p ro jec t  as 
have  3,100 sub jec ts .  T he  sub jec ts  have 
ag re ed  to  be followed for six y ea rs  and 
have com pleted  a confidential ques tion­
n a ire  abou t th e ir  working, living and 
ea t in g  habits.

Covered  in th e  four page ques tionnaire  a re  such 
topics of concern  as low-tar, low-nicotine c ig are ttes ,  
b ir th  contro l pills, coffee, hair dyes and saccharin. 
A lso to be ana lyzed  are  air  and w a te r  pollution, 
occupational exposu res  and low-level radia tion . 
Nationwide,  the  goal is to  enroll one million p a r t i ­
c ipan ts  and m ore  than  80,000 vo lun teer  re se a rch e rs .

Once e v e ry  o th e r  y ea r  for the  nex t  six years ,  the 
re se a rc h  vo lu n te e rs  will keep t rac k  of s tudy  p a r t i ­
c ipan ts  and r e p o r t  to ACS h e a d q u a r te rs  on the ir  
s ta tu s  and w hereabou ts .

Financial Seminars For Physicians 
Offered By Medical Society

M onthly  financial sem ina rs  for physicians are  
being offered th ro u g h  Ja n u a ry ,  1983. The se m in a rs ’ 
ob jective  is to  p rov ide  physic ians w ith  a convenient,  
informal o p p o r tu n i ty  to inc rease  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 
basic concepts  necessary  to m ake sound financial 
decisions unique to  individuals engaged  in the  
p r iv a te  p rac tice  of medicine.

T he sem ina rs  a re  being  held a t  St.
Jo se p h  H osp i ta l’s E duca tion  C en te r ,  
on W e d nesday  m orn ings  from 7:00
a.m. to  9:30 a.m. T he  se m in a r  faculty  
includes r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from th e  
S ocie ty ’s accoun ting  firm, legal coun­
sel, in v e s tm e n t  m anage r ,  in su rance  
b roker ,  and endo rsed  medical p rac tice  
consu ltan t .  See page  14 for details .

Long-Term Care Guide Available
A guide to  long-term care  in P ie rc e  C oun ty  is 

available to physicians and th e i r  office personne l 
th ro u g h  th e  Medical Society. T he  re so u rc e  guide 
covers such sub jec ts  as: Choosing a long-te rm  care 
facility, financing long-term care, n u rs in g  home 
care, co ng rega te  or res iden t ia l  ca re  and  com munity 
su p p o r t  se rv ices  to su p p o r t  in d e p en d e n t  living.

The guide was p re p a re d  as a p ro jec t  of th e  Long­
te rm  Care  O m budsm an  P ro g r a m  of th e  P ierce  
C ounty A re a  A gency on Aging  in conjunction with 
the 'local Council on Aging. The gu ide has been 
rev iew ed  by the  Medical S ocie ty ’s E xecu tive  
C om m ittee  and app roved  for d is t r ibu t ion  to  doctors 
as a useful office aid for p a t ie n ts  in need of such 
inform ation. F o r  copies of the  guide, p lease  call the  
Medical Socie ty office, 572-3667.

Tel-Med Is Great PR For Medicine: 
It N eeds Your Support!

Each  m onth  an a v e ra g e  of 2,000 of y ou r  neighbors 
call Tel-Med and h ea r  a physic ian  a p p ro v e d  health  
or medical inform ation tape.  E ach  ta p e  concludes 
with, this  m essage  is b ro u g h t  to  you by the  P ierce  
County Medical A uxilia ry  and physic ians of P ierce  
County.

Tel-Med prov ides  an excel len t  
p a t ie n t  educat ion  se rv ice  and t r e m e n ­
dous posit ive  public re la t io n s  for the  
medical p rofession  as it m e e ts  a  t r u e  
com m unity  need.

Tel-Med also needs  th e  s u p p o r t  of physic ians and 
physician families. T he  costs of u p g ra d in g  th e  Tel- 
Med ta p e  l ib ra ry  and  r e c e n t  public aw a re n e s s

(Continued on Page 17)
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YAKIMA MEETING WILL 
CHART WSMA COURSE

I n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,  Y a k i m a  w il l  h o s t  t h e  l a r g e s t  
o n g o i n g  c o n v e n t i o n  of p h y s i c ia n s  in t h e  s t a t e  of  
W a s h i n g t o n  w h e n  t h e  W S M A  g a t h e r s  fo r  i t s  a n n u a l  
H o u s e  c o n c la v e .  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  will  be  e x c e p t io n a l ly  
w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  b o th  in  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  q u a l i t y  of 
i t s  d e l e g a t e s .  T h i s  is a s t a n d a r d  t h a t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  
ha s  b e e n  a  s o u r c e  of p r i d e  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
M e d ic a l  S o c i e ty .  W h e n  t h e  h o u s e  ro l l  is c a l led  on 
T h u r s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  7, a s m a r t  b e t t o r  w o u ld  p u t  his 
m o n e y  on 1 0 0 %  a t t e n d a n c e  f ro m  P i e r c e  C o u n ty .  
P i e r c e  C o u n t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  w o u ld  m a k e  i ts  p r e s e n c e  
fe l t  i m m e n s e l y  m o r e  if t h e  n u m b e r  of n o n - d e le g a t e  
p h y s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  g r e a t e r .  T h e  a n n u a l  
m e e t i n g  is a s u p e r b  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  all  m e m b e r s  to  
le t  t h e i r  v i e w s  be  k n o w n  a n d  h e a r d .

E a c h  r e f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  c o m e s  e q u ip p e d  w i th  a 
s o a p b o x  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  i t  b e in g  p u t  t o  goo d  u se .  
R e f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m e n  a lw a y s  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of m e m b e r s  to  t h e  m a x i m u m  
e x t e n t  p o s s ib l e  in o r d e r  t h a t  e a c h  will  h a v e  a c h a n c e  
to  e x p o u s e  h is  o r  h e r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  v i e w p o in t s  in a 
m e a n i n g f u l  s e t t i n g .  T h e  H o u s e  of D e l e g a t e s  will  
m e e t  in t h r e e  s e s s io n s ,  t h e  l a s t  t w o  a r e  v o t in g  s e s ­
s io n s  t h e  r e s u l t s  of w h ic h  will  d e t e r m i n e  s t a t e  a s s o ­
c ia t io n  p o l ic y  f o r  t h e  c o m in g  y e a r  a n d  b e y o n d .  I t  is 
t r u l y  a d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  w h ic h  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  a n d  v i t a l i t y  of  o u r  s t a t e  a s so c ia t io n .

P i e r c e  C o u n t y  a lo n e  is s u b m i t t i n g  17 r e s o l u t i o n s  
fo r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t in g .  T h e r e  will  
b e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d ,  a n d  t h e  
H o u s e  w il l  d i r e c t  i t s  c o u n c i l s ,  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  
A M A  d e l e g a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  f u t u r e  po l icy  a n d  will  
j u d g e  p a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e  H o u s e ’s m a n d a t e s .

I f  t h e  H o u s e  of D e l e g a t e s  is t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  
m e e t i n g ,  t h e n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
s u b s e q u e n t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  i t s  sou l .  B u t  
t h i s  c o r p u s  h a s  m a n y  p a r t s .  C o n t in u i n g  m e d ic a l  
e d u c a t i o n  is  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  a v a r i e t y  of s c ie n t i f ic  
s e s s io n s  a n d  s p e c i a l t y  s o c i e t y  p r o g r a m s .

O n F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  8, a n d  S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  9, 
t w o  so c io e c o n o m ic  s e s s io n s  a r e  p l a n n e d .  C u r r e n t  
r e g io n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s  in m e d ic a l  e c o n o m ics  
a n d  p r e d i c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  '8 0 s  will  b e  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e

s u r v i v a l  of t h e  f e e  fo r  s e r v i c e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  th e  
g r o w t h  a n d  i n f lu e n c e  of c lo sed  p a n e l  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  
p h y s i c ia n  g r o u p s  will be  a d d r e s s e d .  W il l  t h e  
p r i m a r y  c a r e  p h y s i c ia n  b e a r  f in an c ia l  r i s k  on a c a p i ­
t a t i o n  b a s i s  of  r e m u n e r a t i o n ?  W ill  s e l f - r e f e r r a l  to 
s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  s u b s p e c i a l i s t s  be  e l i m i n a t e d  a n d  wil l  
t h e s e  p h y s i c i a n s ’ f e e s  be  d i s c o u n te d ?  O r,  will t h e y  
s im p ly  be  s a l a r i e d  by law ?  W h a t  i m p a c t  will  
c o n t r a c t  a n d  l im i te d  c a r e  h a v e  on m e d ic a l  l ia b i l i ty ?

T h e  l is t  of  h ig h ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e a k e r s  b e g in s  
w i t h  R u s s e l l  C. Coile ,  J r . ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r ,  W e s t e r n  
C o n s o r t i u m  fo r  H e a l t h ,  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i fo rn ia .  
R i c h a r d  E .  Y a D e a u ,  M D , a S a in t  P a u l ,  M i n n e s o t a  
s u r g e o n ,  will p r e s e n t  a p ro f i le  of a h e a l t h  c a r e  o r g a n ­
iza t io n  he o r g a n iz e d  w i th  h is  h o s p i t a l  a n d  m e d ic a l  
s t a f f  w h ic h  is c o m p e t in g  s u c c e s s f u l ly  w i th  
c o n v e n t io n a l  H M O s.  D r .  D a v id  J .  G ib so n ,  M D , S a n t a  
B a r b a r a  M e d ic a l  F o u n d a t i o n  Clinic ,  S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  
C a l i fo rn ia ,  wil l  e x p la in  w h a t  is h a p p e n i n g  in t h e  
c o m p e t i t i v e  m e d ic a l  c a r e  a r e a  in s o u t h e r n  C a l i ­
f o rn ia .

Y a k i m a  sh o u ld  p r o v i d e  a n  e n t i c in g  s e t t i n g  fo r  t h i s  
y e a r ' s  m e e t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  h e ig h t  of t h e  f a m o u s  
a p p le  c a p i t a l ' s  h a r v e s t  s e a s o n .  T h e  ch o ice  of Y a k im a  
t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  V a n c o u v e r  in 1980, c r e a t e d  a  b r e a k  in 
t h e  S e a t t l e - S p o k a n e  a x is  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a p r e c e ­
d e n t  t h a t  m a y  m a k e  it  p o s s ib l e  fo r  T a c o m a  to  h o s t  
t h e  W S M A  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  in t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  A 
l a r g e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t u r n o u t  is e x p e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  
t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  will  be  b u o y e d  b y  m a n v  P i e r c e  
C o u n t y  p h y s i c ia n s .

L l o y d  C. E l m e r , M D

T h e  f o l lo w in g  p h y s i c i a n s  wil l  r e p r e s e n t  u s  as  
d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t in g :  D r s .  R o b e r t  L a n e ,  
G e o r g e  T a n b a r a ,  D a le  H irz ,  M y r a  V o z e n i le k ,  
R i c h a r d  B o w e ,  W a l t e r  A r t h u r ,  G i l b e r t  R o l le r ,  B r u c e  
B u c h a n a n ,  J u a n  C o r d o v a ,  R o b e r t  S c h e r z ,  T h o m a s  
C la r k ,  D. T e r r y  K e n d r i c k  a n d  C h a r l e s  A n d e r s o n .  I 
k n o w  t h e y  wil l  w e lc o m e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  a n d  s u g g e s ­
t io n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  of  o u r  
s t a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n .
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The Medical Society . .

WORKING ON BEHALF OF 
YOU AND YOUR PATIENTS

T h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  e x i s t s  to  
p r o m o t e  th e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  th e  h e a l th  a n d  m e d i c a l  
w e l f a r e  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  th e  a r t , s c i e n c e  a n d  
d e l i v e r y  o f  m e d i c in e .  I t  i s  a  d i v e r s e  o r g a n i z a t io n  
i n v o l v e d  in  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  
p r o g r a m s  d e s i g n e d  to  s u p p o r t  th e  g o a l s  s e t  b y  th e  
m e m b e r s h i p .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  s u m m a r i z e s  the  
c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t io n  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y .
— th e  E d i t o r .

E thics ,  com peti tion ,  th e  expand ing  scope of p rac ­
tice of non-physicians, g o v e rn m e n t  cu tbacks in 
hea lth  ca re  financing, continu ing  education , the  in­
creas ing  cos ts  of hea lth  care, and com m unity  health  
needs a re  am ong the  issues a d d re ssed  on a daily 
basis by the  Medical Society of P ierce  County. 
T h ro u g h  its  com m ittee s  and affiliated corporations,  
the  Medical Socie ty prov ides  physicians with  the  
m eans to  collectively deal with these  issues and the  
changing  e n v i ro n m en t  in which medicine is 
p rac ticed  in the  1980's.

Only with  a unified voice can physicians m ake the  
changes n ecessa ry  to p re se rv e  th e ir  r igh ts  and 
those  of th e ir  pa t ien ts .  V o lun teer  involvem ent is at  
the  h e a r t  of the  Medical Society.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
The Socie ty w orks  to m atch  the  special ta le n ts  of 

i ts  physic ian  m e m b ers  to  the  needs of th e  com­
m unity .  T he  various serv ices  p rovided  by the  
Medical Socie ty  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  the  hea lth  and 
w elfa re  of all Tacom a and P ierce  County res iden ts .

Physician Referral Service
W hen a family moves to  our a rea ,  or needs a 

physician, the  r e fe r ra l  se rv ice  helps them  locate a 
doctor.

P ro sp e c t iv e  p a t ien ts  calling th e  se rv ice  are  p ro ­
v ided w ith  th e  nam es and te lephone  nu m b e rs  of at 
leas t  th r e e  m em bers .  A t  no t im e is a m em ber  p ro ­
m oted  or  endo rsed ,  or implied as such, to  a caller. 
T he  m e m b ers  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in the  R e fe r ra l  Service 
a re  ca tegorized  by specia lty  and geographica l area.

P hysic ians  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in the  service  have 
a g re ed  to  accep t p a t ien ts  w ithou t res tr ic t io n  as to 
abili ty  to  pay. An a v e ra g e  of 20-25 calls a day are  
handled by th e  se rv ice  which o p e ra te s  Monday 
th ro u g h  F r id a y  from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

Speakers Bureau
O rganized th ro u g h  th e  S oc ie ty ’s Com m unications 

C om m ittee ,  th e  S p e a k e rs  B ureau  finds physic ians to 
speak  a t  schools, clubs and  p ro fessional o rgan iza­
tions th ro u g h o u t  P ie rce  County. O ver  100 doctors  
have jo ined the  Bureau.

B ureau coordina tion  is p rov ided  by  A uxil ia ry  
m em bers  as well as Socie ty staff.  T he  B ureau  
p rom otes  good hea lth  and a posit ive  re la t ionsh ip  
be tw een  the  medical com m unity  and th e  public and 
is a v e ry  effective public re la t ions  tool for the  
Society.

Grievances
An av e rag e  of th re e  te lephone  com plain ts  from 

dissatis fied  p a t ien ts  a re  fielded each day  by the  
Society staff.  F o r  those  p rob lem s which canno t be 
reso lved  o ver  th e  te lephone ,  form al g r ievances  are  
filed and r e fe r re d  to  the  S ocie ty ’s G rievance  Com­
m it tee .  The com m ittee  in v e s t ig a te s  th e  com plain ts  
and endeavors  to  w ork  with  th e  physic ian  and 
p a t ien t  in reso lv ing  the  s i tua t ion  in as fair and  am i­
cable a m anner  as possible, th u s  a v e r t in g  legal 
action.

The com m ittee  is cha ired  by the  p a s t  p re s id e n t  of 
the  Medical Socie ty and p rese n t ly  consis ts  of a 
ped ia tr ic ian ,  family physician, ophtha lm ologist,  
surgeon  and obste tr ic ian-gynecologist.  All inves t i ­
gations a re  k e p t  confidential.  A lthough  m ost 
complaints o r ig ina te  from p a t ien ts  or family 
m em bers ,  some a re  r e fe r re d  to  the  com m ittee  by 
the  W ashington  S ta te  Medical Association, local 
B e t te r  Business  B ureau  and Office of th e  S ta te  
A t to rn e y  General.

Tel-Med
Each month , an a v e ra g e  of 2,000 people call the  

P ierce  C ounty  Tel-Med Socie ty  and  h e a r  a  clear, 
concise and medically ac cu ra te  in form ation  ta p e  
the  concludes with, “b ro u g h t  to  you as a public 
service of the  P ierce  County  Medical Socie ty  
Auxiliary  and the  physic ians of P ierce  C oun ty .”

The Tel-Med Society  is a s e p a r a te  non-profit 
corporation  g overned  by its  own Board  of T ru s te e s .  
The Medical S oc ie ty ’s Tel-Med C om m ittee  rev iew s
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“A m e r i c a n s  o f  a ll  a g e s ,  all  c o n d i t io n s ,  a n d  all 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  c o n s t a n t l y  f o rm  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  T h e  
A m e r i c a n s  m a k e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  to  g iv e  e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t s ,  t o  f o u n d  s e m i n a r i e s ,  t o  b u i ld  in n s ,  to  c o n ­
s t r u c t  c h u r c h e s .  In  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  t h e y  fo u n d  
h o s p i t a l s ,  p r i s o n s  a n d  sc h o o ls .  I f  i t  is p r o p o s e d  to  
t e a c h  s o m e  t r u t h  o r  to  f o s t e r  s o m e  f e e l in g  b y  t h e  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of a  g r e a t  e x a m p l e ,  t h e y  f o r m  a 
s o c i e ty .  W h e r e v e r  a t  t h e  h e a d  of s o m e  n e w  u n d e r ­
t a k i n g  y o u  s e e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  in F r a n c e  o r  a  m a n  of 
r a n k  in E n g l a n d ,  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  y o u  wil l  be  
s u r e  t o  f in d  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n . ”
—A . d e  T o c q u e v i l l e ,  D e m o c r a c y  in A m e r ic a ,  1835.

d r a f t  s c r i p t s  fo r  a c c u r a c y  b e f o re  t h e y  a r e  r e c o r d e d  
f o r  t h e  t a p e  l i b r a r y .

T e l -M e d  o p e r a t e s  f ro m  10:00 a m  to  8:00 p m ,  
M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  F r i d a y ,  e x c e p t  fo r  h o l id a y s .  A u x i ­
l i a r y  v o l u n t e e r s  s t a f f  T e l -M e d  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  
e a c h  d a y ,  r e m a i n i n g  o p e r a t o r  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v id e d  
b y  p a r t  t im e  e m p l o y e e s .

P h y s i c i a n s  m a y  o b t a i n  f r e e  T e l -M e d  b r o c h u r e s  fo r  
o ff ice  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by  c a l l in g  T e l-M ed ,  627-6181.

Assistance to Community Health 
Organizations/Health Needs 
Task Force

E a r l y  in 1981, t h e  S o c i e ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  H e a l t h  
N e e d s  T a s k  F o r c e  to  w o r k  w i th  local h e a l t h  a g e n c ie s  
in m e e t i n g  c o m m u n i ty  n e e d s  d u r i n g  t h e s e  d i f f ic u l t  
e c o n o m ic  t i m e s  a n d  n e w  e r a  of  r e d u c e d  s t a t e  a n d  
f e d e r a l  fu n d in g .  T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  h a s  m e t  w i th  
a g e n c y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  a c o o r d in a t i n g  g r o u p  is 
b e in g  e s t a b l i s h e d .

P h y s i c i a n  s u p p o r t  t o  sp e c if ic  a g e n c i e s  is 
p r o m o t e d  a n d  t h e  S o c i e t y  is a s s i s t i n g  a g e n c ie s  in 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g  t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  
m e d ic a l  c o m m u n i ty .

Working With Schools
E a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s P u b l i c  H e a l th /S c h o o l  

H e a l t h  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t s  w i t h  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  schoo l  
d i s t r i c t s  a n d  p r i v a t e  sch o o l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I s s u e s  
d i s c u s s e d  r a n g e  f r o m  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’s 
i m m u n i z a t i o n  l a w  to  C h i ld  F i n d ,  sco l io s is  s c r e e n i n g ,  
a t h l e t i c  p h y s i c a l s  a n d  m o d if ie d  P E  p r o g r a m s  fo r  t h e  
ill o r  i n j u r e d .

Community Clinics
T h e  S o c i e ty  w o r k s  w i th  t h e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  to  

p r o m o t e  p h y s i c ia n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
f o u r  c o m m u n i ty  c l in ics  — H i l l to p ,  F a m i l y ,  S u m n e r  
a n d  L a k e w o o d .  A lso ,  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  U H I  Q u a l i t y  
A s s u r a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  w o r k  w i th  c lin ic  s t a f f  a n d  
a u d i t  t h e  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  to  a s s u r e  t h a t  i t  is c o m m e n ­
s u r a t e ,  to  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  p o s s ib le ,  w i t h  t h a t  
a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c to r .

Jail Health
W h e n  T a c o m a  a n d  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  n e e d e d  h e lp  in 

a d d r e s s i n g  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  p r o b l e m s  a t  t h e  
c i t y / c o u n ty  ja i l ,  t h e y  t u r n e d  to  t h e  M e d ic a l  S o c ie ty .  
T h e  S o c ie ty  p r o p o s e d  c o n so l id a t io n  o f  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  in t h e  t w o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  of  m in im u m  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  
t h e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  ja i l  
h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t y  w i th  a n  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p  p r o v i d e d  
b y  t h e  M e d ica l  S o c i e ty .  T h e  r e s u l t a n t  J a i l  H e a l t h  
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o t o c o l s  fo r  t h e  
d e l i v e r y  of s e r v i c e s  to  ja i l  i n m a t e s  a n d  w o r k s  w i t h  
t h e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  p r o p e r  d e l i ­
v e r y  of n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s .

Improving the Emergency Medical 
Services System

W h e n  i t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  e m e r g e n c y  
m e d ic a l  s e r v i c e s  in T a c o m a  a n d  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  
r e q u i r e d  s ig n i f i c a n t  o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a 
g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  of m e d ic a l  c o n t ro l ,  t h e  M e d ic a l  
S o c i e ty  w o r k e d  w i th  t h e  local E M S  C o u n c i l  to  e s t a ­
b l ish  a p r o j e c t  t o  i m p r o v e  E M S  s e r v i c e s .

A c t i n g  as  a s u b c o n t r a c t o r  to  t h e  E M S  C o u n c i l ,  
a n d  w i t h  a  s t a t e  g r a n t ,  t h e  S o c ie ty  c u r r e n t l y  
e m p l o y s  a p r o j e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  
p a r a m e d i c  t r a i n i n g  s u p e r v i s o r .  F i e ld  p r o to c o l s  for  
a d v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  (p a ra m e d ic )  p e r s o n n e l  h a v e  
b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a r e  b e in g  r e ­
v i e w e d  a n d  p a r a m e d i c  t e s t i n g  s t a n d a r d i z e d ,  a n d  
p h y s i c ia n  a d v i s o r s  t o  local a m b u l a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  
w o r k i n g  to  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  pub l ic .

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  M e d ic a l  S o c i e ty ,  P i e r c e  
C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  B o o th  G a r d n e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t a s k  
fo rc e  to  r e v i e w  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of E M S  a n d  to  m a k e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  of  i m p r o v e d
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em ergency  medical services .  T he ta sk  force issued 
its r e p o r t  in S e p te m b e r ,  u rg ing  th a t  a county  EM S 
agency  be form ally  es tab l ished  w ith  necessa ry  
a u th o r i ty  and cont inued  funding.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
Continuing Medical Education

P ie rce  C ou n ty ’s unique College of Medical E d u c a ­
tion prov ides  high quality , low-cost continuing 
medical education  p ro g ra m s for physicians and 
allied hea lth  personnel.  O pera t ing  on a not-for-profit 
basis, th e  College produces be tw e en  30 and 35 
p ro g ra m s  each academic year .

I t  is g overned  by an e leven person  Board of 
D irec to rs  — six physicians, and five hospital adm in is ­
t r a to rs .  P ro g ra m s  a re  developed th ro u g h  th e  
Medical Socie ty 's  CME C om m ittee  and the  College’s 
Allied H ea lth  P ro fess ions  E ducation  Com m ittee .  
N ecessa ry  funding  as s is tance  is p rovided by the  
hospitals  and  th e  Medical Society  on a p ro p o rt io n a te  
r e p re se n ta t io n  basis.

Pierce County Medical Library
C om prehensive medical l ib ra ry  services , 

including soph is t ica ted  search  capabilities for 
m a ter ia l  not on hand a t  the  t im e of reques t ,  a re  
p rovided th rough  the  library , cu r ren t ly  housed a t  
Tacom a G enera l  Hospita l,  and sa te l l i te  l ib ra rie s  a t  
each hospital. The Medical Society  and P ierce  
C ounty Hospita l Council jointly  fund the  library .
The L ib ra ry  C om m ittee  es tab l ishes  lib ra ry  policy 
and o versees  its activities.

Membership Benefits, Inc.
M em bersh ip  Benefits , Inc. (MBI) is the  S ocie ty ’s 

tang ib le  se rv ices  vehicle and is a wholly owned 
subsid iary .  I t  is governed  by a physician Board of 
D irec tors .  MBI u n d e rs ta n d s  the  problem s unique to 
physic ians’ medical p rac tices  and is ded ica ted  to 
as s is t in g  in the  resolution  to those  problem s. The 
costs of i ts  serv ices  a re  significantly less than  those 
available  in th e  commercial m arke t .

S erv ices  p rovided  by MBI include:
— The Medical Society P lacem en t Service.
— P ersonnel re la ted  counseling.
— M anagem en t  Resources  — P rac tice  Con­

sulting.
— Collections (provided by P u g e t  Sound 

Collections).

Medical Society Placem ent Service
Since it w as e s tab l ished  in 1977, th e  p lacem ent 

se rv ice  has a s s is ted  h u n d red s  of physic ians in 
finding quality  medical and bus iness  personne l for 
th e ir  offices, clinics and  labo ra to r ies .

W hen a m e m b e r  needs an em ployee ,  th e  service 
will a d v e r t is e  the  position, p re-screen  appl ican ts  
th ro u g h  persona l in te rv iew s  and skills te s ts ,  and 
verify  re fe ren c es .  Qualified app l ican ts  a re  th e n  
re fe r re d  for an in te rv iew  with  th e  em ployer.

The se rv ice  w orks  w ith  all ty p e s  of office person ­
n e l - m e d i c a l  a s s is ta n ts ,  nu rses ,  phys ic ian ’s a s s is t ­
an ts ,  lab o ra to ry  and x-ray technicians,  t ranscr ip-  
t ion is ts ,  medical s e c re ta r ie s ,  insu rance  clerks, book­
k ee p e rs  and o th e r  office specia lis ts .  I t  is a licensed 
em ploym en t  agency  u n d e r  th e  laws of the  S ta te  of 
W ashington .  I ts  fees a re  am ong  th e  low est in P ierce 
County  and m ay be paid by em ployer,  em ployee or 
both.

Practice Consulting
In m id-summ er, th e  MBI Board  app roved  an en­

d o rsem e n t  of M a n ag e m en t  Resources ,  a local 
medical p rac tice  consu ltan t .  M R prov ides  a high 
quality, “ hands-on” se rv ice  re la t in g  to  office and 
bookkeeping organization .

T hrough  MR and its own s ta ff  MBI prov ides  a 
v a r ie ty  of o th e r  se rv ices  — sem ina rs ,  em ployee 
re la ted  consu lting  serv ices ,  job  descr ip tions ,  wage 
and benef it  s u rv e y  rev iew s ,  h ir ing  and te rm ina tion  
consulting, and a w a re n e s s  of s t a t e  and  federa l  
em p loym en t and disc rim ina tion  laws and 
regula tions.

Each year ,  the  P lac em e n t  Serv ice  conducts  a 
sa la ry  and fringe benef i t  s u rv ey  of physic ian  offices. 
This su rv ey  is ava ilab le  to  docto rs  upon r e q u e s t  and 
will be s e n t  to the  home add ress .

L inda  L. C a rra s  is m a n ag e r  of M e m b ersh ip  Bene­
fits, Inc. F o r  f u r th e r  in form ation  ab o u t  th e  services  
available th ro u g h  MBI call h e r  a t  572-3709.
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Insurance Programs
T e r m  life  a n d  d i s a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n s  g e a r e d  

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i e w e d  a n d  
e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e  M e d ic a l  S o c ie ty .  I n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  
t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  c o n ta c t i n g  t h e  
S o c i e t y  o ff ice ,  572-3667.

Office Services
F o r  a  n o m in a l  f e e ,  t h e  S o c ie ty  c o o r d in a t e s  

m a i l i n g s  fo r  m e m b e r  p h y s i c ia n s .  S e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  
in c lu d e  u s e  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s m a i l in g  l i s t  (in a c c o r d ­
a n c e  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  policy), e n v e l o p e  s t u f f i n g  a n d  
t h e  a c t u a l  m a i l in g .  F o r  d e ta i l s ,  c o n ta c t  t h e  S o c ie ty  
office ,  572-3667.

Specialty Society Support
S e c r e t a r i a l  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  to  local 

s p e c i a l t y  s o c i e t i e s  a t  c o s t .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  P i e r c e  
C o u n t y  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  A c a d e m y  of 
F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n s ,  T a c o m a  A c a d e m y  of I n t e r n a l  
M e d ic in e  a n d  t h e  T a c o m a  S u r g i c a l  C lu b  r e c e iv e  
s e c r e t a r i a l  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o c ie ty  office. 
S u p p o r t  is  r e a d i ly  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  s p e c ia l t y  
so c i e t i e s  a s  r e q u e s t e d .

Collections (Puget Sound Collections)
P u g e t  S o u n d  C o l le c t io n s  is a h ig h ly  e f fe c t iv e ,  local 

c o l l e c t io n s  b u r e a u ,  e n d o r s e d  by M B I.  S o c ie ty  
m e m b e r s  r e c e iv e  a  10°/o d i s c o u n t  in t h e  n o r m a l  
c o l l e c t io n  fee .

T h e  M B I  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  s e r v e s  a s  a n  a d v i s o r y  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  P S C  to  a s s u r e  i t s  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  to  
p h y s i c i a n  n e e d s .  P S C  a ls o  o f fe r s ,  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  
a c c o u n t s  r e c e i v a b l e  m a n a g e m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  to  p h y ­
s ic ia n  o f f ices .  T h o s e  n e e d i n g  P S C ’s s e r v i c e s  sh o u ld  
call F r a n k  R o s s i t e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  a t  383-5011.

ESTABLISHING POLICY 
AND DIRECTION: THE 
COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

MSPC Board of Trustees
T h e  B o a r d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f f i c e r s ,  s e v e n  

a d d i t i o n a l  t r u s t e e s  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P i e r c e  
C o u n t y  M e d ic a l  S o c i e t y  A u x i l i a r y .  T h e  B o a r d  m e e t s  
t e n  t i m e s  e a c h  y e a r ,  n o r m a l l y  on  t h e  f i r s t  T u e s d a y  
o f  t h e  m o n t h .  I t  s u p e r v i s e s  a n d  c o n t r o l s  t h e  f i n a n c e s  
of t h e  S o c i e t y ,  s e t s  p o l ic ie s  a n d  o v e r s e e s  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n .

MSPC Executive Committee
T h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ,  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t ,  

s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  a n d  v ice  p r e s i d e n t  f o rm  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  w h ic h  m e e t s  o n  t h e  t h i r d  
T u e s d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n th .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  a s s i s t s  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  in i ts  o v e r v i e w  of S o c i e t y  a f f a i r s  
a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  policy .

Credentials Committee
T h is  c o m m i t t e e  r e v i e w s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  p r o s ­

p e c t i v e  S o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  m e e t s  w i th  a p p l i c a n t s  
t o  a n s w e r  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  to  e x p la in  t h e  
S o c i e t y ’s o r g a n iz a t i o n  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  c h a i r m e n  
of t h e  C r e d e n t i a l s  C o m m i t t e e s  of e a c h  h o s p i t a l  
m e d ic a l  s t a f f  in P i e r c e  C o u n t y  s e r v e  on th e  
c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m a k e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
to  t h e  B o a r d  of T r u s t e e s  r e g a r d i n g  a p p l i c a n t s ’ 
e le c t io n  to  m e m b e r s h i p .

Editorial Committee
E d i t o r i a l  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g  po l icy  fo r  T h e  B u l l e t i n  

a n d  a n n u a l  D i r e c t o r y  f o r  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  P h y s i c i a n s  
a n d  S u r g e o n s  is s e t  by  th i s  c o m m i t t e e .  C o m m i t t e e  
m e m b e r s  s u g g e s t  to p ic s  fo r  a r t i c l e s ,  r e v i e w  c o n t r o ­
v e r s i a l  a r t i c l e s  a n d  m o n i t o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  
b e t w e e n  t h e  S o c i e ty  a n d  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  i ts  
m a g a z i n e  a n d  d i r e c to r y .

Grievance Committee
P a t i e n t s  w h o  a r e  u n h a p p y  w i t h  a S o c ie ty  m e m b e r  

m a y  t a k e  t h e i r  c o m p l a in t s  to  t h e  G r i e v a n c e  C o m ­
m i t t e e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  p r o v i d e s  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  a 
f o r u m  fo r  v o i c in g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  a s s u r e s  t h e m  
t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  h o ld s  i ts  m e m b e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  
d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  o f  c a r e .

F o l lo w in g  r e v i e w  of e a c h  c o m p la in t ,  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e ’s f i n d in g s  a r e  c o n v e y e d  to  t h e  p a r t i e s  
i n v o lv e d  a s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

P a t i e n t s  a r e  a s s u r e d  t h e y  wil l  be  t r e a t e d  w i t h  
c o n c e r n  a n d  r e s p e c t  a n d  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e  wil l  be  
c a r e f u l l y  a n d  o b j e c t iv e ly  s t u d i e d .  I f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ’s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o w s  t h e r e  is no  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  
c o m p la in t ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  will  n o t i fy  t h e  p e r s o n  
f i l in g  t h e  g r i e v a n c e  a n d  c le a r ly  s t a t e  t h e  r e a s o n  fo r  
i t s  c o n c lu s io n .  W h e n  a  c o m p l a in t  is j u s t i f i e d ,  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t s  i t s  f i n d in g s  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  
m a y  o f f e r  s p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p h y s i c i a n
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for avoiding s im ilar com plain ts  in th e  fu tu re .  In 
cases w h ere  th e re  is a ques tion  of com petence ,  the  
com m ittee  m ay r e fe r  th e  m a t t e r  to  the  
E th ic s /S tan d a rd s  of P rac t ice  C om m ittee  or Board  of 
T ru s tee s .

The com m ittee  suspends  rev iew  of com plaints 
once an a t to rn e y  is involved and legal action has 
been  in it ia ted  or is im m inent.  T h rough  its careful 
inves tiga tion  and tactfu l response ,  the  com m ittee  
has av e r te d  a num ber  of po ten tia l  m alpractice  
suits.

Legislative Committee
M em bers  of th e  L eg is la t ive  Com m ittee ,  w ith  

s t ro n g  A uxilia ry  partic ipa tion ,  p re se n t  medicine 's  
views to incum ben ts  and candida tes  for office. 
Typically, cand ida tes  a re  in te rv iew ed  by com m ittee  
m em b ers  in A u g u s t  and S e p te m b e r  of each election 
year .  D uring  the  legisla tive session contac t is 
m ain ta ined  with office holders th rough  the  “Key 
Contac t"  p rogram . In 1982, com m ittee  m em bers  are  
m e e t in g  w ith  cand ida tes  to  p re s e n t  m edicine’s 
proposed  to r t  re fo rm  program .

Jail Health Advisory Board
This group w orks  with the  jail hea lth  s ta ff  and 

hea lth  d e p a r tm e n t  to oversee  the  provision of 
hea lth  serv ices  in the  jail. Physicians, lawyers, 
den t is ts ,  nu rses  and lay r e p re se n ta t iv e s  se rv e  on 
th e  board.

The board has com pleted  a thorough  rev iew  of the 
ja i l’s hea lth  services .  In addition, it has approved  
protocols for the delivery  of hea lth  se rv ices  in the  
facility.

Ethics/Standards of Practice 
Committee

This is a new com m ittee  in the  process of o rg an i­
zation. I t  r e su l t s  from the  m e m b ersh ip ’s d e te rm in a ­
tion th a t  eth ics and professionalism should be the  
num ber  one p r io r i ty  of the  Medical Society.

A t the  J u n e  Board of T ru s te e s  meeting , which 
hospital medical s ta ff  p re s id e n ts  a t ten d e d ,  su p p o r t  
was ex p re ssed  for the  rev ised  com m ittee  and 
approval g ran te d  for its formation. Hospita l medical 
s taffs  will be r e p re se n te d  on the  com m ittee .  Due 
process p rocedu res  a re  being d ra f ted  as a re  neces­

sa ry  a m e n d m e n ts  to  th e  S oc ie ty ’s B ylaw s to  encom­
pass  the  expanded  scope of a u th o r i ty  envisioned  for 
the  group.

F u tu r e  issues of The Bulle tin  will explain  the  
evolution  of th is  new  com m ittee .

Communications Committee
The Com m unications C om m ittee  organized  and 

oversees  the  Socie ty 's  S p eak e rs  Bureau. M em bers  
of the  co m m ittee  r e p r e s e n t  the  Socie ty  on th e  
W ash ing ton  S ta te  Medical A ssociation  Com munica­
tions C om m ittee  and a re  available to  r ev iew  and 
m ake recom m enda t ions  r e g a rd in g  local public re la ­
tions and com m unications pro jec ts .

Public Health/School Health  
Committee

M em bers  of the  com m ittee  identify  and inves ti­
ga te  school and public health  problem s, and work 
with  school and public hea lth  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  to 
in it ia te  and m onitor  p ro g ra m s  of benef i t  to s tu d e n ts  
and th e  public.

T hrough  the  com m ittee ,  annual m e e t ings  have 
been es tab l ished  with  P ierce  C ounty  school d is tric t 
and p r iv a te  school r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  hea lth  screening 
p ro g ra m s have been es tab l ished  to  a s s is t  indivi­
duals involved in such ac tiv ities ,  and the  Socie ty’s 
H ealth  N eeds  Task  F orce  was es tab l ished .  The 
com m ittee  was involved in th e  job definition and 
in te rv iew  process  for the  hea lth  d e p a r tm e n t  
d irec to r  and es tab l ished  an in te rv iew  com m ittee  
th a t  m et with applicants .

Asian refugee  hea lth  concerns, ca re  for th e  m edi­
cally ind igen t and compliance w ith  th e  s t a te  im m un­
ization p rog ram  are  am ong  the  many o th e r  issues 
being ad d re ssed  by the  com m ittee .

Inter-professional Committee
Com m unications and coordination  b e tw e en  physi­

cians and ph a rm a c is ts  and o th e r  hea lth  ca re  
prov iders  to solve prob lem s of m u tua l  concern  are  
foste red  by th is  com m ittee .  Physic ians ,  p h a rm a ­
cists, den t is ts ,  nu rses  and  o th e r  p ro v id e rs  s e rv e  on 
the  group. Office p re sc r ib in g  prac tices ,  office- 
pharm acy  re la t ionsh ips ,  and  g en e ra l  pharm aceu tica l  
issues a re  the  c u r r e n t  focus of th e  co m m it te e ’s 
concern.

10 S ep tem ber 1982



Medical-Legal Committee
T h i s  is a  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  of t h e  M e d ic a l  S o c i e ty  

a n d  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  B a r  A s s o c ia t io n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  
r e v i e w s  a n d  i s s u e s  o p in io n s  on  c o m p la in t s  t h a t  a r i s e  
b e t w e e n  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  l a w y e r s .

M e d ic a l - l e g a l  g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  p h y s i c ia n s  a n d  
l a w y e r s  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  is 
e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  of  a d d in g  an  a r b i t r a t i o n  
c la u s e  t o  t h e  g u id e l in e s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t s  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  e a c h  y e a r  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  a f o r u m  for  
i s s u e s  of m u t u a l  c o n c e r n  to  t h e  m e d ic a l  a n d  lega l  
p r o f e s s i o n s .

Emergency Medical Standards 
Committee

A n  i m p r o v e d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d ic a l  s e r v i c e s  s y s t e m  
o f f e r i n g  t h e  p u b l ic  o p t im u m  a c c e s s  to  m e d ic a l ly  
s o u n d  p r e - h o s p i t a l  c a r e  is t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  E M S  
C o m m i t t e e .  M e d ic a l  d i r e c t o r s  of  h o s p i t a l  e m e r g e n c y  
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  m e d ic a l  a d v i s o r s  to  local p a r a m e d i c  
s e r v i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p h y s i c ia n s  s e r v e  on 
t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

T h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  M e d ica l  S o c i e ty  in i ­
t i a t e d  t h e  E M S  M e d ic a l  C o n t r o l  P r o j e c t  c u r r e n t l y  
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  of W a s h i n g t o n  D e p a r t m e n t  of  
S o c ia l  a n d  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s ,  E M S  D iv is ion .

S t a t e  law  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  p a r a m e d i c s  f u n c t io n  
u n d e r  p h y s i c i a n  c o n t r o l  w h ic h  is c o o r d in a t e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  E M S  C ounc il .  T r a in in g ,  
e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of p a r a m e d i c s ,  a n d  o n ­
l in e  a n d  off- l ine  p h y s i c ia n  i n v o l v e m e n t  in t h e  E M S  
s y s t e m  a r e  b e in g  a d d r e s s e d  by  t h e  g ro u p .

Senior Citizens Committee
T h e  q u a l i t y  of  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  to  p a t i e n t s  in 

t h e  n u r s i n g  h o m e  s e t t i n g ,  p r o c e d u r a l  a n d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i s s u e s  of a d u l t  h e a l t h  c lin ics ,  a n d  
o t h e r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  i s s u e s  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  by  th is  
c o m m i t t e e .

Congressional Advisory Committee
P h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  a n  o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  f o r u m  fo r  

d i s c u s s io n  o f  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t ’s c o n g r e s s m a n  
t h r o u g h  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e .  S u c h  l ia ison  h as  p r o v e n  
h e lp fu l  in t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  
r e g a r d  to  f u n d i n g  of t h e  c o m m u n i ty  c l in ics  fo r  t h e  
m e d ic a l ly  i n d ig e n t .

Sports Medicine
T h is  c o m m i t t e e  c o o r d in a t e s  p h y s i c ia n  i n v o lv e ­

m e n t  in a n d  p r o v i d e s  m e d ic a l  r e v i e w  of s p o r t s  
p r o g r a m s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  u p o n  r e q u e s t .

Tel-Med Committee
W h e n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  p a t i e n t s  call  T e l -M e d ,  

t h e y  a r e  a s s u r e d  of h e a r i n g  a c c u r a t e  m e d ic a l  a n d  
h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t io n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  of  t h is  
c o m m i t t e e .  S c r i p t s  fo r  T e l -M e d  t a p e s ,  e i t h e r  d r a f t e d  
loca l ly  o r  b a s e d  on s c r i p t s  u s e d  by o t h e r  T e l -M e d  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  a r e  r e v i e w e d  by  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s

( C o n t in u e d  on  p a g e  17)

pi)&t

Professional
Liability
Sem inar
M e d ic a l  M a lp r a c t ic e  

I n s u r a n c e

W att h ( o r  de t a i l s  

in flu- n r x t  me d i c a l  
MKu tv IUi l l ct in.

P r o f e s s i o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  

s p e c i a l i s t s .

P ersing . D yckm a n  &  Toynbee. Inc. Insurance Brokers
7U.r> S o u t h  9 t h /P .< ). B o x  5 I H 7 /T a n - im a ,  W a s h in g t o n  /< ) 6 L '7 -7 IH 'i

Septem ber 1982 11



EARLY PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED . . .  

PRACTICAL PATIENT MANAGEMENT SEXUAL HEALTH & REHABILITATION

November 18,1982 — 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Sea-Tac Red Lion Inn

guest faculty:

WILLIAM H. MASTERS, M.D.
Masters & Johnson Institute

Topics:

* Normal Sexual Response
* Feeling Comfortable Talking About Sex
* Sexual Dysfunction -  Diagnosis/Management
* Sexual Exploitation & Aggression
* Physical Illness & Sexual Function
* Sex & Physical Disabilities
* Drugs & Sex
* Sex & The Aging Process

Registration:

$125 Medical Society of Pierce County Members 
150 Other Interested Physicians 
25 Dinner with Dr. Masters 

(separate from seminar fee)

Program coordinator: 
John A Lincoln, M.D.

Credit: 8 hours 
Category I ■ AMA/AAFP —

ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED IN 
THIS OFFICE BEFORE NOVEMBER 1,1982
(If enough registrations have not been received before 
Nov. 1, 1982 - the program will be cancelled)

Call and/or register early to assure this Seminar for our medical community.

Co Sponsored by:

Medical Society of Pierce County 
Pierce County Hospital Council 
College of Medical Education 
705 South 9th, # 203  
Tacoma, WA 98405  
(627-7137)

S eptem ber 1982



allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and Union 
Suite B-1005 

Tacoma, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus adjacent to 156 bed 
A llenm ore C om m unity Hospital. Centra lly 
located; freeway access; ample parking. All 
inclusive rental rates; suite construction 
allowances.

THE BALANCE SHEET
Accounting and Tax Service

SPECIALIZING . . .
In Service to the Medical Profession 

at a reasonable cost

• Consulting • Month End

• System Set-ups • Year End

• New Office Organization • Payroll Taxes

• Assistance to Personnel • Income Taxes

• Financial Statements

10224 Lake Louise Drive S.W.
Tacoma, WA 98498 

(206) 581-4594 -

Featuring 
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Homes

SW ANSON-M cGOLDRICK, 
INC.

Am erican  Federal Bui ld ing  
Tacoma, W ash ing ton 98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

Property  M anagem en t

Septem ber 1982

The PORRO B IO L O G IC A L  
LAB O R ATO R IES, INC.

• C lin ica l and A lle rgy Laboratory
•  A llergens and Vaccines
•  Private & Nursing Home Calls

Two addresses to Serve You

•  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R O F E S S IO N A L  S Q U A R E  
2603 B r id g e p o rt W ay W est
Tacom a, W ash, 98466 
P hone (206) 564-1565

•  T O R Q U A Y  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R  
34616 11th P lace  So.
Federa l W ay, W ash, 98003 
P hone  (206) 927-7655

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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V .

ENHANCING YOUR FINANCIAL SKILLS
St. Joseph 
Education 

7:00 a.m. to

October 13,1982 
INVESTMENTS IN THE 1980’s
'Understand tax sheltered investments. 
'Differentiate common and preferred stock 
investments.

■Recognize new developments in the bond 
market.

November IQ, 1982 
INCORPORATION -  WHEN & WHY
"increase understanding of personal 
economics & other non-tax considerations. 

■Recognize tax and non-tax benefits. 
"Conceptualize how to establish a 
piofessional service corporation.

GREGG D. JORDSHAUGEN. CPA. Partner 
Simonson, Moore and Olson, Tacoma 
Accountant, Medical Society of Pierce 
County

BARRY D. BRUNT, CPA. Manager
Simonson. Moore and Olson, Tacoma

ROBERT A, KING, Vice President & Manager 
Dean Witter Reynolds, Tacoma 
Investment Manager, Medical Society 
of Pierce County

WILLIAM W. JEUDE, CPA, Account Executive 
ENI Corporation, Bellevue 
High Technology, Oil and Gas 
Investments

Hospital 
Center 
9:30 a.m.
December 9.1982
ESTATE PLANNING -  SHIFTING ASSETS, TRUSTS 

AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
•Understand estate planning and the 
Economic Recovery Tax A ct of 1981.

"Recognize value in shifting income 
property to lower tax brackets.

"Increase awareness of pension plans.
"Increase understanding of life insurance 
and retirement plans.

January 12,1983
EVALUATING A MEDICAL PRACTICE
"Analyze expense in relation to income to 
control expense.

"Define a method for establishing a fee for 
new service.

"Understand controlling accounts 
receivable,
Including: Cash flow, improving collections 

and accounts receivable.

FACULTY
BARTON L. ADAMS, Attorney

Adams, Gagliardi and Halstead. Tacoma 
Legal Counsel, Medical Society of 
Pierce County

JERRY R, ZANDER, CLU, Account Executive 
Schwartz, Shera and Associates 
Brokers, Actuaries and Consultants

DOLORES LUNSTRUM, CMA-A, President 
Management Resources, Tacoma 
Medical Practice Consultant

CHARLES W. SPAETH, Account Executive 
The Riley-Griffin Company, 
Tacoma-Lakewood 
Real Estate Investments-Syndication

JOHN R. HODDER, CPA. Partner 
Simonson, Moore and Olson. Tacoma

Advance Registration Required (Fees Include Breakfast) 
MSPC Members -  $25 Each Session, $85 Entire Series 

Non MSPC Physicians -  $30 Each Session, $110 Entire Series

Please register for the Financial Breakfast Seminars as follows:
Entire Series [11 Sept. 15 □  Oct. 13 □  Nov. 10 □  Dec. 9 D  Jan. 12 □

I am a member of MSPC □  I am not a member of MSPC □
Enclosed is my check for $________________________________   (Make checks payable to COME)

N a m e _______________________________________________   Specialty____________________

Address^ . Office_

C ity/S tate/Z ip__________________________________ ________________________________

Please address all registrations and correspondence to: Maxine Bailey, Executive Director
College of Medical Education, Inc. 
705 South 9th, No. 203 
Tacoma, Washington 98405
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Correspondence

U se Of The St. Joseph Burn Unit
T o  T h e  E d i t o r :

T h i s  l e t t e r  is i n t e n d e d  to  c la r i fy  t h e  s t a t u s  a n d  
u s e  o f  t h e  F i r e f i g h t e r s ’ B u r n  U n i t  a t  S t .  J o s e p h  
H o s p i t a l .  T h i s  is a s p e c ia l i z e d  c a r e  u n i t  a n a l o g o u s  t o  
a n  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t  o r  c o r o n a r y  c a r e  u n i t ,  a n d  t h i s  
a n a l o g y  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  is o p e n  to  t h e  
u t i l i z a t i o n  of a l l  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  by  
v i r t u e  o f  s t a f f  m e m b e r s h i p ,  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  to  
c a r e  f o r  b u r n s .

T h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of c a r i n g  fo r  
b u r n s  in t h i s  a r e a  h a s  f a l len  l a r g e ly  to  o u r  g r o u p .  I 
a m  n o t  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  a n y  i n t e n t  o r  d e s i r e  
t o  c h a n g e  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  I do  w ish  to  le t  
t h o s e  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  s u r g e o n s  w h o  m a y  be 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  r o l e  in t h e  p r i m a r y  
c a r e ,  fo l lo w -u p  c a r e ,  a n d /o r  s u r g i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  of 
b u r n s  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  do  so  e x i s t s .
T h e  b u r n  u n i t  is n o t  i n t e n d e d  to  b e  t h e  p r i v a t e  
d o m a i n  of a n y  in d iv id u a l  o r  g r o u p .  A p a t i e n t  sh o u ld  
n o t  b e  r e f e r r e d  “ to  t h e  b u r n  u n i t ” a n y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
w o u ld  r e f e r  a  p a t i e n t  w i t h  a m y o c a r d ia l  i n f a r c t i o n  
“ to  t h e  c o r o n a r y  u n i t . ” T h e y  s h o u ld ,  i n s t e a d ,  b e  
a d m i t t e d  b y  t h e  p h y s i c ia n  o r  c o n s u l t a n t  w h o  is 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  o r  h a s  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  c a s e  
a n d  w h o  wil l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e i r  c a r e  a s  an  
i n p a t i e n t .  T h e  b u r n  u n i t  po l icy  s t a t e s  t h a t  all  a d m i s ­
s io n s  a r e  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  h is  d e s i g n a t e ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h i s  w o u ld  b e  d o n e  on  a n  in f o r m a l  b a s i s  
u n l e s s  a f o r m a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d .

T h e  b u r n  u n i t  h a s  a  l a r g e  o u t p a t i e n t  p o p u la t i o n  
w i t h  o v e r  3 ,000 v i s i t s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  l a s t  
y e a r .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  c a n  b e  u t i l i z e d  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  
t a x i n g  a n d  t im e - c o n s u m i n g  office  v i s i t s  w i t h  e x t e n ­
s iv e  d r e s s i n g  c h a n g e s .  O u t p a t i e n t  v i s i t s  co u ld  q u i te  
p o s s ib ly  b e  a r r a n g e d  a t  a  t im e  o r  d a y  t h a t  w o u ld  
b e  m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  o r  t h e i r  fa m i ly  
t h a n  t h e  p h y s i c i a n ’s off ice  h o u r s .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
p h y s i c i a n  co u ld  t h e n  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t  a t  l e s s  f r e q u e n t  
i n t e r v a l s  in  h i s  o ff ice ,  o r  i f  s e v e r a l  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  
b e i n g  fo l lo w e d ,  a r r a n g e  a  t im e  to  s e e  t h e m  s i m u l ­
t a n e o u s l y  in t h e  o u t p a t i e n t  fac i l i ty .

T h e r e  is  n o  s i n g l e  b e s t  w a y  to  c a r e  fo r  a ll  b u r n s .  
T h e  b u r n  u n i t  s t a f f  h a s  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  y e a r s  
d e v e l o p e d  t e c h n i q u e s  w h ic h  h a v e  p r o v e d  e f f e c t iv e  
in t h e i r  h a n d s ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  j u s t i f i a b ly  p r o u d  of 
t h e i r  r e s u l t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  is n o t  a n  in f le x ib le  
p r o t o c o l  a n d  p h y s i c i a n s  w i s h i n g  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  s t a f f  in 
t h e  u s e  of o t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d  m e t h o d s  of t r e a t m e n t  
w o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  d o  so.

T h e  b u r n  u n i t  is f o r t u n a t e  t o  b e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e

F i r e f i g h t e r s  U n io n  a n d  b y  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s  a n d  in d iv id u a l s .  I t  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a 
c o m m u n i ty  s e r v i c e  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  u t i l i z e d  a s  o n e .  
F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u n i t ,  o r  a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s  fo r  p a t i e n t  c a r e  t h e r e ,  c an  b e  o b t a i n e d  f ro m  
B e t t y  M a c D o n a ld ,  R N ,  t h e  c l in ica l  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  o r  
f ro m  m e .

S in c e r e ly ,
T h o m a s  J. Ir ish ,  Jr.,  M D
P l a s t i c  S u r g e o n s  N o r t h w e s t ,  Inc .

Treating Asian Refugees
D e a r  D r .  E lm e r :

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  c a r i n g  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  A s ia n  
r e f u g e e s ,  m a n y  of w h o m  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  
c h a n g e  in f e d e r a l  po l ic ie s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
m o n t h s  r e f u g e e s  a r e  e l ig ib le  fo r  m e d ic a l  c o u p o n s .  
O v e r  t h e  p a s t  18 m o n th s ,  I  h a v e  d o n e  15 d e l i v e r i e s  
a n d  a m  c u r r e n t l y  fo l lo w in g  8 m o r e  p r e g n a n t  
p a t i e n t s  of  w h o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a lf  a r e  no  l o n g e r  
on c o u p o n s .  I h a v e  e l e c t e d  to  p r o v i d e  c a r e  a t  no  c o s t  
to  t h e m .  P r o v i d i n g  c a r e  a t  no  c o s t  m a y  r e p r e s e n t  a 
m o n e t a r y  p r o b l e m  to  m e ,  b u t  i t  is n o t  t h e  p r o b l e m  
t h a t  I a m  a d d r e s s i n g  in t h i s  l e t t e r .

I t  w a s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  local 
h o s p i t a l s  —in p a r t i c u l a r  L a k e w o o d ,  T a c o m a  G e n e r a l  
a n d  S t .  J o s e p h  — h a d  k in d ly  o f f e re d ,  o r  s h o u ld  I s a y ,  
b e e n  k in d ly  c o e r c e d  in to  p r o v i d in g  f r e e  o r  low co s t  
m e d ic a l  c a r e  t o  t h e s e  A s ia n  r e f u g e e s .  I t  w a s  a ls o  m y  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i c ia n s  of P i e r c e  C o u n ty  
a n d  K i n g  C o u n t y  w e r e  g o in g  to  p r o v i d e  c a r e  in a 
t im e ly  f a sh io n  a t  l i t t l e  o r  no  c o s t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  m y  
e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  
n e g le c t e d  by  all  b u t  a  few .

I t  is s t i l l  v e r y  d i f f ic u l t  t o  f ind  a p e d i a t r i c i a n  
w i l l in g  to  t a k e  on  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  o n c e  t h e y  a r e  
d e l i v e r e d .  I t  is e v e n  m o r e  d i f f ic u l t  to  f ind  an  
o b s t e t r i c i a n  to  fo l low  t h e m ,  a t  l i t t l e  o r  no  c o s t .  I t  
s e e m s  a s  if a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  a  f e w  a r e  d o in g  a 
w h o le  lo t  to  k e e p  t h i s  s h ip  a f lo a t ,  a n d  t h o s e  of u s  
w h o  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  f ind  t h a t  w e  
c a n n o t  c a r r y  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i ty .

T h e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  s t i m u l a t e d  t h i s  l e t t e r  w a s  o n e  
w i th  S t .  J o s e p h  H o s p i t a l .  O n e  of t h e  s p o n s o r s ,  a 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e ,  w o r k i n g  fo r  t w o  local p h y s i c ia n s ,  
w e n t  to  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t r y i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  A s ia n  
r e f u g e e s ’ f in an c ia l  s i t u a t i o n .  R a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  
s h o w in g  u p  a t  t h e  d o o r  s t e p  w i t h  s o m e o n e  in la b o r ,  
s h e  c h o s e  t o  g o  b e f o r e h a n d  to  t r y  to  w o r k  o u t  
s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  T h e s e  a t t e m p t s  w e r e
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m e t w ith  all k inds  of p rob lem s a t  the  low er levels. I t  
took  a persona l  call from m yself  to  Mr. Dan Russell , 
p r e s id e n t  of th e  hospital, to c lear th is  up. The 
p rob lem  a t  Tacom a G enera l  H ospita l,  which was 
sim ilar  to  th a t  a t  S t.  Jo seph ,  has  y e t  to  be cleared 
up.

I t  is v e ry  obvious to  me th a t  in the  low er echelons 
of the  business  offices th e  idea of helping these  
re fugees  is no t  com m unicated  to  those  sponsors  or 
pa t ien ts .  W hy is it t h a t  a t  St. J o se p h  or Tacoma 
G enera l  one can ’t  come in and ta lk  to  someone who 
u n d e r s ta n d s  th e  hospital policy? W hy is it no one at 
Tacom a G enera l  Hospita l knows an y th in g  abou t 
T itle  IX or Hill B u rton  funds?

I feel t h a t  th e re  has been an im m ense am oun t of 
rh e to r ic  concern ing  the  A sian  re fugees  and  very  
l i t t le  in th e  w ay of action. I f rankly  do not believe 
th e se  people have  been sufficiently su p p o r ted  by 
any group. I would ask  th a t  you, as P re s id e n t  of the  
Medical Socie ty, inves t iga te  th ro u g h  th e  Society 
the  ac tua l physic ian  involvem ent with  th e  care of 
th e se  re fugees ,  th e  hospital policies and how they  
a re  being adm in is te red ,  and how b es t  as m em bers  of

DIAPER RASH 
is not a w ay of life

You can recom m end w ith  confidence 
professional d iaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o n th  a ra nd o m  
sa m p le  o f o u r  d ia p e rs  is su b je c te d  to  e xha u s tive  
s tu d ie s  in a b io c h e m ic a l la b o ra to ry

• U tm o s t C onven ience . T h a n ks  to  p ic k  up a nd  d e ­
l iv e ry  se rv ice , o u r  p ro d u c t co m es  w hen  you need it

• E c o n o m ic a l .  A ll th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro le c tio n  
a g a in s t d ia p e r rash co s ts  fa r le s s th a n  p a p e rd ia p e rs  
— o n ly  p en n ies  m ore  a day  than  h om e -w a she d  
d iape rs .

C A U T IO N  TO  Y O U R  PATIENTS. It is ille ga l to  d is ­
pose o f h um a n  e xc re m e n t in g a rb a g e  M o th e rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r /p la s t ic  d ia p e rs  "D is p o s a b le ” 
is a m is n o m e r

W a s h i n g t o n ' s  O ld e s t .  M o s t  T r u s t e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
D>aper S e rv ic e 'S e m n g  O ur S e co nd  G e n e ra tio n

our Socie ty  we can b e t t e r  s e rv e  th e s e  people.
I have ta lked  to  Dr. G eorge T a n b a ra  and  have 

en l is ted  his g ro u p ’s s u p p o r t  in ca re  of th e se  
re fugees ,  b u t  we need more. A lit t le  from everyone  
would do, while a lot from a few will u l t im ate ly  fall 
short.

T hank  you,
A n t h o n y  J. L e m a n s k i  M D

■ R EK IN S
^ ^ M 3VWG & STORAGE

JERRY PLANCICH
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

OFFICES & HOUSEHOLDS 
RECORD STORAGE • MEDICAL & BUSINESS 
LABORATORIES • EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

ELECTRONIC & HIGH TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS

1-475-3533 — TACOMA 
(206)527-7600

P.O. BOX 30728 
9401 AURORA AVENUE NORTH 
SEATTLE, W ASHINGTON 98103

A 0 '* 0 ' o ^ '

&

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice

Dolores Lunstrum 

4109 B ridgeport Way West 
Tacoma, W A 98466 
206/564-5600
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T h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  !C o n t in u e d )

Modifying Private Pension Plans
D e a r  D r .  W a g o n f e ld

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  e x p r e s s i n g  y o u r  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  t a x  bill  r e c e n t l y  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  w h ic h  w o u ld  a f f e c t  
p r i v a t e  p e n s i o n  p l a n s .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f ro m  
y o u .

I n  a ll  c a n d o r ,  w h i le  I  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  
h a v e  b e e n  in c l u d e d  in t h e  c o m m i t t e e ’s p r o p o s a l ,  I 
c a n n o t  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  e n t i r e  bill  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  
a lo n e .  I f  w e  a r e  t o  s e e  in  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  l o w e r  
i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  a n d  a  v i g o r o u s  e c o n o m ic  r e c o v e r y ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  h u g e  p r o j e c t e d  b u d g e t  d e f ic i t s  m u s t  
b e  r e d u c e d .  T h i s  t a x  bill  will  d o  j u s t  t h a t .  I t  will  
r e d u c e  n e x t  y e a r ' s  d e f ic i t  by  o v e r  $21 b i ll ion  a n d  by  
e v e n  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t s  in l a t e r  y e a r s .  A ll  in all , I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  t a x  bill  f a i r l y  d i s t r i b u t e s  t h e  
b u r d e n  o f  t h e  n e e d e d  d e f ic i t  r e d u c t io n s .

A g a in ,  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  s h a r i n g  y o u r  v i e w s  w i t h  m e.

S in c e r e ly ,
S l a d e  G o r to n  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S l a d e  G o r t o n  
R u s s e l l  S e n a t e  O ff ice  B u i ld in g  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .C. 20510

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G o r to n :
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  J u l y  1 9 ,1 9 8 2  in w h ic h  

y o u  e x p la i n e d  y o u r  p o s i t io n  in s u p p o r t  of t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  P l a n  to  a l t e r  p r i v a t e  p e n s io n  
p l a n s .

Y o u r  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  to  t h e  M e d ica l  
S o c i e t y  of P i e r c e  C o u n t y  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  
M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  h o p e fu l ly  fo r  p u b l ic a t i o n  in 
t h e i r  b u l l e t in s .

I t  is o u r  s i n c e r e  h o p e  t h a t  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e s e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w il l  r e c a l l  y o u r  lack  o f  o p p o s i t io n  to  
t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  w h e n  y o u  s e e k  r e -e le c t io n .  A s  you 
w e l l  r e a l i z e ,  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  will  
a f f e c t  o n ly  180 t h o u s a n d  h i g h - e a r n in g  p r o f e s s io n a l s  
a n d  e x e c u t i v e s  is s im p ly  n o t  t r u e .  T h e s e  p r o g r a m s  
c o v e r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  45 m il l ion  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  
a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p l a n s  a r e  1 0 0 %  f u n d e d  
b y  t h e  e m p l o y e r .  T h e y  a r e  d e s i g n e d  to  “k e y -o f f” t h e  
t o p  e a r n e r .  E v e r y o n e  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e s e  p l a n s  w o u ld  
b e  r e d u c e d  in  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  e n t i r e  p r i v a t e  p e n s i o n  s y s t e m  will  b e  w e a k e n e d .

a n d  n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  m a d e  to  i n s u r e  a  c r e d i b l e  
s e r v i c e  o f  v a lu e .

Continuing Medical Education
T h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n u m e r o u s  c o n t i n u i n g  m e d ic a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  
o f f e r e d  e a c h  y e a r  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o l le g e  o f  M e d ic a l  
E d u c a t i o n  a r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  C M E  C o m m i t t e e .  
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a r e  a l s o  in v o lv e d  in  c o u r s e  
e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a p p l i c a t io n s .

A t  t h e  t im e ,  w h e n  c a p i t a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  f in a n c ia l  
e q u i t y  is e s s e n t i a l  fo r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of  a f r e e  
e c o n o m y ,  w e  s h o u ld  be  t r y i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  n o t  
w e a k e n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p e n s io n  s y s t e m .

S i n c e r e ly  y o u r s ,

J a m e s  B. W a g o n fe ld ,  M D  R i c h a r d  D . B a e r g ,  M D
F. D e n n i s  W a ld ro n ,  M D  J o n a t h a n  A .  L e v a n t ,  M D

 PSMB--------

PUGET SOUND 
MEDICAL BUILDING

Space Available

408 South “ K” Street 
Tacoma, Washington 98405 

(206) 272-7055

All improvements are in and ready for 
occupancy. Located across street 
from Tacoma General Hospital, Mary 
Bridge Children's Hospital.

"Below Competitive Rates”

Rate includes:
Utilities and Janitorial services.
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Society News Briefs
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3)

p r o g r a m ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  r e d u c e d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  p r e ­
v i o u s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s o u r c e s ,  h a v e  r e d u c e d  T e l - M e d ’s 
r e s e r v e s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  no  l o n g e r  
c a p a b l e  o f  c o v e r i n g  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e .

E a r l i e r  t h i s  s u m m e r ,  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  
r e s p o n d e d  w a r m l y  to  T e l - M e d ’s r e q u e s t  f o r  s u p p o r t .  
T o  d a t e ,  o v e r  85  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  c o n t r i ­
b u t e d  t o  T e l - M e d .  W o n ’t  y o u  p l e a s e  j o in  t h e m ?  Y o u r  
t a x  d e d u c t i b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w il l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e ­
c i a t e d  a n d  w i l l  d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m ­
m u n i t y  r e s o u r c e .

T e l - M e d  w i s h e s  t o  t h a n k  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p h y s i c i a n s  
o r  p h y s i c i a n  f a m i l i e s  w h o  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
s e r v i c e  in 1982:

D r s .  D o n a l d  A .  C a r l y l e
A n t h o n y  S. L a z a r  
T h o m a s  K .  B r o w n e  
J a c k  N a g l e  
J a m e s  C r o w l e y  
O r i s  B. H o u g l u m  
K e n n e t h  S. K i l b o r n  
K a r i  J .  V i t i k a i n e n  
A l a n  H . S o b u l  
D a l e  D . D o h e r t y  
J o h n  M. H a u t a i a

R o b e r t  B. W h i t n e y  
R o b e r t  E .  L a n e  
G. J a m e s  K e n n e y  
M u r r a y  L .  J o h n s o n  
O r v i s  A .  H a r r e l s o n  
R o b e r t  M o d a r e l l i  
J a m e s  F .  E a r l y  
S t a n  W . T u e l l  
D a v i d  E .  L e e  
L e o  F .  S u l k o s k y  
T r e a c y  H .  D u e r f e l d t

JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K "  St.

T a c o m a .  W a s h in g to n  98405 

(206) 627-0031

M E D IC A L OFFICE 
SPACE A VA ILABLE

L o c a te d  be tw ee n  T a c o m a  G enera l 
H o s p i ta l  and  M a ry  B r id g e  C h i ld re n s  
H o s p i ta l  w i th  220 ca r  P a rk ing  G arage  
all c o n n e c te d  by u n d e rg ro u n d  t u n ­
nel.

U t i l i t ie s  and  J a n i to r ia l  se rv ices  p ro ­
v ided  in ren ta l rates.

D u n c a n  T .  B a e r  
C h r i s  R e y n o l d s  
D a v i d  S p a r l i n g  
G i l b e r t  J .  R o l l e r  
R o n a l d  W .  K n i g h t  
M a u r i c e  Y o a c h i m  
J a m e s  P .  D u f f y  
C h a r l e s  G a l b r a i t h  
W i n g  C h a n  
R o b e r t  E .  E t t l i n g e r  
P e t e r  K e s l i n g  
R a l p h  A . J o h n s o n  
R o b e r t  A .  P a d g e t t  
J o s e p h  F .  K r a m e r  
C l e t u s  I. S t e v e n s  
R o n a ld  G. T a y l o r  
J a m e s  L .  V a d h e i m  
R o b e r t  A . M c A l e x a n d e r  
D a v i d  P .  P o m e r o y  
J .  R o b e r t  B r o o k e  
K e n n e t h  S t e r n  
M a r k  J e r g e n s  
A r t h u r  J .  O zo l in  
R o n a l d  G. A n d e r s o n
C. S e v e n s  H a m m e r  
R o b e r t  M . F e r g u s o n  
B r u c e  D. B u c h a n a n  
R i c h a r d  E .  G i l b e r t  
R u t h  B. Z i m m e r m a n

G o r d o n  M .  P a r r o t t  
W i l l i a m  F .  T a y l o r  
R o b e r t  M . F r e e m a n  
R o n a l d  T .  S p a n g l e r  
G . W .  B i s c h o f f  
R o n a l d  J .  G r a f  
O t i s  E .  B r i d g e f o r d  
R o b e r t  J .  M a r t i n  
T h e o d o r e  A p a  
J o h n  M .  S h a w  
F .  D e n n i s  W a l d r o n  
N i e h o l  T .  I v e r s o n  
M i c h a e l  W .  M i k k e l s o n  
D e n n i s  G. S c h o l l  
J a m e s  K .  F u l c h e r  
W i l l i a m  A .  M c P h e e  
R . I v a n  Z b a r a s c h u k  
C l y d e  H .  K o o n t z  
G r o s s ,  L a r s o n ,  W h i t n e y  

a n d  A s s o c i a t e s  
C o l b e r t  H .  B r o w n  
W i l l i a m  M c l l r o y  
H o b a r t  J .  W h i t e  
A x e l  L i n d s t r o m  
G e o r g e  T a n b a r a  
B a r r y  J .  W e l e d  
D a v i d  L .  L u k e n s  
J o h n  A .  K e n n e d y  
M r s .  F r e d  S c h w i n d  (E ls ie )

THE DOCTORS HOSPITAL 
OF TACOMA

Next
General Medical Staff Meeting 

Monday, October 11th 
12 :00  

Hospital Cafeteria 
Complimentary Lunch 

including 
“Back to Basics”

Medical Staff Education Program
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TH E  FOURTH IN A  SERIES

Hop In 
A nd  Hop Out.

Same day surgery.
A 24 karat idea.

Our way of making 
simple operations and 
procedures easier and 
cheaper for everybody.

Quite honestly our rates are very competitive: 
$35.00 plus $10:00/hour for extra hours plus OR, 
Recovery Room and supplies cost. But even with our 
low costs, we offer you our same fine service and the 
support of our highly skilled OR staff.

We have flexible scheduling for surgery; you can 
schedule surgery late in the afternoon. Your patients 
may remain until 9:00 p.m. rather than only till 5:00 or 
5:30 as at other institutions.

Fast and efficient turn-around time in surgery.

Our Anesthesiology 
Staff will also accommo­
date to your schedule.

Some additional facts; 
covered parking (for 
physicians, too), financial 

counseling, minimum supply charges, hospitality for 
families, convenient pre-admission service, and 
follow-up to patient at home by nursing staff.

And we are happy to give you price quotes upon 
request.

For further information on SCHEDULING OR 
PRICING.' please call Jan Skinner at 627-8111. ext. 348; 
'FINANCIAL COUNSELING,' please call Sharon 
Bowers at 627-8111. ext. 367; SAJV1E DAY SURGERY 
COORDINATOR Karin Berg at 627-8111.

Do cto r ’s  Ho sp ita l
Help without the hassle.

The Doctors Hospital o f Tacoma, 737 Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402, 627-81 i



COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION
A  =  A llie d  H e a lth  P e rs o n n e l 
P =  P h y s ic ia n

Continuing Education Programs Projected for 1982-1983 Academic Year
(Programming is subject to change — individual notices will be sent preceding each program)

C ou rse /T o p ic  C oord ina to r(s)D ate
O c to b e r

I ,  2, 3 
O p e n  
O p e n  
O p e n  
O pen  
14

N o v e m b e r
O pen

6
I I , 12 
O p e n  
1 1 , 12 
O pen  
11

D e c e m b e r 
3, 4 
9

J a n u a ry
22
O p e n

O pen

27
21
12

F e b ru a ry
O pen
5
O p e n  
O p e n  
24, 25 
O p e n

M a rch
10 , 11 
19
O pen

A p r il
2, 3 
15, 16

M ay
O pen
O pen

19, 20, 21 
O pen

J u n e
31

IN T E R N A L  M E D IC IN E *  (P)
W O M E N S  H E A L T H  (P/A)
C O M P U T E R  L IT E R A C Y  (P/A)
P O T P O U R R I M E D IC A L /S U R G IC A L  T O P IC S  (A) 
R A T IO N A L  USE O F  A N T IB IO T IC S  (P)
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

B A S IC  E M E R G E N C Y  P R O C E D U R E S  (A)

A D O L E S C E N C E  —  G O O D  N E W S /B A D  N E W S  (A) 
F IN A N C IA L  M A N A G E M E N T  -  H O S P IT A L  (A) 
P O T P O U R R I —  L A B O R A T O R Y  P R O C E D U R E S  (A) 
M U S C U L A R  D Y S T R O P H Y  M E E T IN G * (P/A)
S E X U A L  D Y S F U N C T IO N  & D IS E A S E  (P)
E N H A N C IN G  YO U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

P E D IA T R IC  A D V A N C E D  L IF E  S U P P O R T (P) 
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

T H E  L A W  & M E D IC IN E  
C O M M O N  P A IN  S Y N D R O M E S  

IN  E V E R Y D A Y  P R A C T IC E  
L E G A L  C O N C E R N S  A S S O C IA T E D  

W IT H  N U R S IN G  P R A C T IC E  
P E R IN A T A L  —  T .G .
H O S P IC E
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

H Y P E R A L IM E N T A T IO N  
G E R IA T R IC S  W O R K S H O P  (A)
D E N T A L  E M E R G E N C IE S  (P)
B A S IC  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC IN E  (A)
BU R N  (P/A)
P U LM O N A R Y  (P)

T A C O M A  A C A D E M Y  O F  IN T E R N A L  M E D IC IN E  (P) 
E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC IN E /T O X IC  S U B S T A N C E  (P/A) 
M A N A G E M E N T  C H A L L E N G E  (A)

D A Y S  O F P E D IA T R IC S  — G E N E T IC S  (P/A)
T A C O M A  S U R G IC A L  C LU B  — A N N U A L  M E E T IN G  (P)

A D V A N C E D  C A R D IA C  L IF E  S U P P O R T (P)
E V A L U A T IO N  O F  P A T IE N T  R E Q U E S T IN G  D IS A B IL IT Y / 

F O R E N S IC /A B U S E  B A T T E R IN G  (P) 
C A R D IO V A S C U L A R  D IS E A S E  R E V IE W  (P)
O B /G Y N  (S p e ro ff)  (P)

A M A  O F F IC E  P E R S O N N E L

T A IM /P . S c h n e id e r , M .D .
G. K la t t ,  M .D ./P . S h u ll,  M .N .
R. B ra m h a ll,  R .N .
P. S h u ll,  M .N .
A. T ic e , M .D ./P . M a rs h , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C a rra s

A . C h ilto n ,  B .S .N ./
V. T u rn e r , B .S .N .
J. S h o rt
B. M a rc e lia , M .T .
J. O 'N e il l
M . M a ld e n , M .D .
J. L in c o ln , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

R. S c h e rz , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

D. P e a rs o n , M .D .
H. J o h n s to n , M .D .

A. M o o re , R .N .

J. M u ll ig a n , M .D ./ P. M e tc a lf ,  R.N. 
J . G. K a tte rh a g e n , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C a rra s

M .D .P. S c h n e id e r,
J. S h o rt
C. M a ie r, D .D .S . 
T. K e n d r ic k , M .D  
T. Ir is h , M .D .
V. N e s s a n , M .D .

R. E tt l in g e r ,  M .D . 
T. K e n d r ic k , M .D . 
B. M a rc e lia , M .T.

R. S c h e rz , M .D.

T. K e n d r ic k , M .D . 
D. B ro w n , M .D .

G. S tra it ,  M .D .
J. S a k a k in i,  M .D .

L. C a rra s

A d e ta ile d  b ro c h u re  w il l  p re c e d e  each  p ro g ra m  w ith  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e  m o n th 's  a d v a n c e  m a ilin g .

F o r f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w r i t e  o r  ca l l :  M a x in e  B a ile y , E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r , C O L LE G E  O F M E D IC A L  E D U C A T IO N
705 S o u th  9 th , N o. 203, T a c o m a , W a s h in g to n  98405 
P h o ne : (206) 627-7137

*N o n  C O M E  C o u rs e
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Membership

In accordance with the Bylaws of the  Medical 
Society of P ierce  County, C hapter  Seven, Section A, 
M EM BERSH IP, the  following physicians have 
applied for mem bership , and notice of their  
application is herew ith  p resented .

As outlined in the  Bylaws, any m em ber  who has

information of a d e roga to ry  na tu re  concerning an 
applicant's moral or ethical conduct, medical qualifi­
cations or o ther  such requis i tes  for m em bership , 
shall assume the  responsibility  of conveying th a t  
information to  the Credentia ls  Com mittee or Board 
of T rus tees  of the Society.

FIRST NOTICE

D a n ie l T . D u g a w , D .O ., F a m ily  P ra c t ic e .  B o rn  
in C h e h a lis , W A  10/19/50; C o lleg e  of O s te o ­
p a th ic  M ed ic in e  a n d S u r g e ry ,  D es  M o in es , 
Io w a , 1976; in te r n s h ip ,  G re e n  C ro s s  G e n e ra l 
H o s p i ta l ,  1976-77. W a sh in g to n  S ta t e  lic en se , 
1977. H a s  a p p lie d  fo r m e d ic a l s ta f f  m e m b e r ­
s h ip  a t  A lle n m o re , D o c to rs , M a ry  B r id g e , S t. 
J o s e p h ,  a n d  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l H o sp ita ls . 
S p on sors: D rs . S u sa n  S a lo , J e s s e  M a n te l.

P e g g y  A . H osford , M .D ., F a m ily  P ra c t ic e .  
B o rn  in D e n v e r ,  CO 10/11/49; S ta n fo rd  U n iv e r ­
s i ty  S ch o o l of M ed ic in e , 1976; in te rn s h ip ,  P r o ­
v id e n c e  M ed ic a l C e n te r ,  S e a t t le ,  1976-77; 
re s id e n c y , P ro v id e n c e  M ed ica l C e n te r ,
S e a t t le ,  1977-79. W a s h in g to n  S ta t e  lic en se ,
1981. H a s  a p p lie d  fo r m e d ic a l s ta f f  m e m b e r ­
s h ip  a t  A lle n m o re , D o c to rs , M a ry  B r id g e , S t.  
J o s e p h  a n d  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l h o s p ita ls . 
S p o n so rs: D rs . S u s a n  S a lo  a n d  D an ie l H a y d e n .

SECOND NOTICE

| K e ith  M . W eig e l, M .D ., G en era l and In tern a l
M ed icin e . B o rn  in S e a t t le ,  W A  8/4/47; U n iv e r ­
s i ty  o f W a s h in g to n  S choo l o f M ed ic in e , 1976;

! in te r n s h ip ,  G ood S a m a r i ta n  H o sp ita l ,  
j P h o e n ix , A Z , 1976-77; r e s id e n c y , G ood 
I S a m a r i ta n  H o s p i ta l ,  P h o e n ix , A X , 1977-78;

W a s h in g to n  S t a t e  lic e n se , 1981. H a s  a p p lie d  
I fo r m e d ic a l s ta f f  m e m b e rs h ip  a t  G ood 

S a m a r i ta n  H o s p i ta l .  D r . W e ig e l is p ra c t ic in g  
a t  21120 M e r id ia n  E a s t ,  G ra h a m . S p on sors: D rs . G ail B. S t r a i t ,  
R ic h a rd  D . B a e rg .

S h a ro n  J . M ich ael, M .D ., G en era l P r a ctice  
an d  In te rn a l M ed ic in e . B o rn  in  C la rk s b u rg ,  
W V  7/21/51; V a n d e rb i l t  M ed ic a l S choo l, N a s h ­
v ille , T e n n .,  1977; in te rn s h ip ,  G ood S a m a r i ta n  
H o s p i ta l ,  P h o e n ix , A X , 1977-78; re s id e n c y . 
G ood  S a m a r i ta n  H o s p i ta l ,  P h o e n ix , A X , 1978- 
79; W a s h in g to n  S ta t e  lic e n se , 1981. H as  
a p p l ie d  fo r  m e d ic a l s ta f f  p r iv i le g e s  a t  G ood 
S a m a r i ta n  H o s p i ta l .  D r . M ic h a e l is  p ra c t ic in g  

a s  21120 M e r id ia n  E a s t ,  G ra h a m . S p o n so rs: D rs . G ail B. S t r a i t ,  
R ic h a rd  D . B a e rg .

S c o tt  L . H a v sy , D .O ., F a m ily  P r a c t ic e .  B o rn  in
B ro o k ly n , N Y  5/4/53; C o lleg e  o f O s te o p a th ic  
M e d ic in e  a n d  S u r g e r y ,  D es  M o in es , Io w a ,
1975; in te r n s h ip ,  B ro o k e  A rm y  M ed ic a l 
C e n te r  7/78-10/78, a n d  M a d ig a n  A rm y  M ed ic a l 
C e n te r ,  7/79-6/80. W a s h in g to n  S t a t e  lic e n se ,
1980. H a s  a p p lie d  fo r m e d ica l s ta f f  m e m b e r ­
s h ip  a t  G ood S a m a r i ta n ,  S t.  J o s e p h  an d  
T a c o m a  G e n e ra l h o s p ita ls .  S p o n so rs: D rs. 
D e n n is  K ouko l, W illiam  M- D ean .

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

M  RADIO PAGE OF TOCOMA
- U ------------------------------------  . . .  #1 in radio
Q  paging. Your own personal beeper 

will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose. 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
R — ' N  SERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
effic ient, pro fessionally tra ined  te lephone 
secretaries to  handle your a fte r-hours  calls 
for m edical em ergencies . . .  o r rou tine  
com m unication needs . . . r - - 7 r \  n r c n  
or both, 24 hours a day. O I

L/FEL/A/EEmergency
Response System. . .  an a lte rna tive  to 
placing your patien t in an ins titu tion  o r re­
qu iring constant hom ecare services. L ife­
line provides the oppo rtun ity  of liv ing alone 
w ithou t being alone, O Q O  o n o o
24 hours a day. O O O - O ^ O o
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Auxiliary News

Mid-Year S tate Convention
The W S M A A  Mid-Year Convention  will be held  in 

Yakima, O ctober  7-9. The A uxilia ry  e v e n ts  will 
include w orkshops ,  s p e a k e rs  and p ar t ic ipa tion  in 
some of th e  m e n ’s ac tiv i ties .  If you a re  p lann ing  to 
a t ten d ,  con tac t  M arlene  A r th u r ,  845-1094, for m ore 
inform ation.

Save October 30th!!
O ctober 30th  is th e  d a te  s e t  for an o th e r  g re a t  

t im e a t  “C row ley ’s S quare  Dance B a rn .” Live music 
will be furn ished  by th e  “Wild R ose’s,” p laying 
Scottish ,  I r ish ,  E ng lish  and S o u th e rn  F idd le r  tunes .  
P roceeds  from th e  dance will be used to  s u p p o r t  our 
S tu d e n t  Recognition  A w ard  fund. Food and drinks,  
including b ee r  and wine, will be p rovided  for $30.00 
p e r  couple. P lease  send  money as your  r e se rv a t io n  
to  B a rb a ra  P a t te r s o n ,  4028 154th St. Ct. N.W., Gig 
H arbo r ,  98335. R e se rv a t io n s  a re  necessary .

Dues
D ues a re  still be ing  accepted  for the  1982-83 year .  

The dues a re  $38.50. P lease  send  your  check to  M ary

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

A n  in d e p e n d e n t pension  consu lting  o rga n iza tio n  
p ro v id in g  all th e  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
a dm in is te r a n d  m a in ta in  pens ion  a n d  p ro fit
sharing plans

O ur services include:

•  Plan Design to  m e e t your spec ific  needs

• Plan insta lla tion  ass is tance to  qua lify  your p lan

•  Plan A dm in is tra tio n  o n  a  co n tinuous basis to  m e e t 
g o v e rn m e n ta l requ irem en ts

• A ssis tance to  c lien ts  w hose  p lans a re  a u d ite d

I  I j u i t e  161^  •  W o ' i i ' i i n g lo r i  B u i ld in g  •  T a c o m a .  W a s h i n g t o n  9 8 4 0 2

W h y te  L en a rd ,  R t.  1, Box 1047, Buckley, W A 98321, 
or b r ing  y ou r  check to  th e  f i r s t  fall m e e t in g  you 
a t te n d .  T he m e m b ersh ip  booklet will be g iven to 
each m em ber  as dues  a re  paid.

October 15th M eeting
The O ctober 15th A uxil ia ry  m e e t in g  will be held 

from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  Place 
U n ited  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch,  8101-27th W est.  I t  will 
be a v e ry  informal day  fe a tu r in g  new  ideas, new 
friends and a delicious lunch. Child ca re  will be 
p rovided  in th e  c h u rc h ’s exce l len t  facilities.

Two ev e n ts  a re  planned. The f i rs t  is a panel d is­
cussion to  help sh a rp e n  your  political skills. B arbara  
G ranlund, s t a te  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  from the  26th 
D is tr ic t  and  cu r ren t ly  a cand ida te  for th e  S ta te  
Senate ,  will sh a re  w ith  us th e  joys,  p itfalls and m oti­
vations of being a candida te .  Sh ir ley  W insley, s ta te  
r e p re s e n ta t iv e  from th e  28th D is tr ic t  and  m em ber  
of the  County  Council, will te ll us of th e  m any small 
b u t  so im p o r ta n t  w ays  vo lu n te e rs  can hold a cam­
paign and a cand ida te  to ge ther .*  F und  ra is ing ,  door 
belling and th e  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  skills v o lu n te e rs  can 
use to  help g e t  th e i r  cand ida te  e lec ted  will be 
discussed by o th e r  m e m b ers  of th e  panel.

S tre ss ,  w ith  em phasis  on th e  s t r e s s e s  faced by 
medical families, will be the  o th e r  even t.  Ju d y  
Wagonfeld, one of our  A uxilia ry  m e m b ers  and an 
RN with  a m a s te r ’s d eg re e  in public health , will 
d iscuss s t r e s s  and lead us in some techn iques  such 
as re laxation ,  brief  exerc ises ,  and visualization. 
Decision m aking in medical families w hen  one 
p a re n t  is f re q u en t ly  absen t ,  th e  w ork ing  wife, and 
o the r  s t res s fu l  a r e a s  p ar t icu la rly  a p p ro p r ia te  to 
physician families will also be included.

The political skills panel will be in th e  m orn ing  
from 9:30 to 11:30 am only. T he  s t r e s s  p ro g ra m  will 
be p re se n ted  twice, once d u r in g  th e  sam e hours  as 
the  panel, and again  a f te r  lunch from 12:30 to  2:00 
pm. This will allow a choice of e v e n ts  for those  only 
able to a t te n d  in the  m orning.

Come join us and s tay  as long as y ou r  schedule  
allows. D ress  will be very  casual, w ith  com fortable 
clothing such as je a n s  or jogg ing  ou tf i ts  th e  o rd e r  of 
the  day.

J u d y  B a e r g

* According to Shirley , if she  m u s t  choose 
be tw een  dollars and  a good v o lu n te e r  to  a s s is t  a 
campaign, she will choose the  v o lu n te e r  ev e ry  time.
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Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all M edical Society Members.

M em ber. A m e ric an  C ollectors A ssociation 
M ed ica l/D e n ta l Hospital B ureaus oi A m erica

PS.C. is o w n e d  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  F rank  B Rossiter

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
T acom a. WA. 98401

Classified
Classified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed to: Grawin Publications, 1020 
Lloyd Building, 603 Stewart Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inimum  charge. 
C heck must accom pany copy.

I NEED OFFICE SPACE
P h ys ic ia n  in s u b -s p e c ia lty  a rea se ek in g  
sp ace  one  to  tw o  d ays  p e r w ee k  to  see 
ow n  p a tie n ts . T e rm s  n e g o tia b le . C a ll Dr. 
C ha ro ch ak , 588-9047.

U N IO N  A VENU E M E D IC A L -D E N TA L  
C EN TER  —  Space ava ilab le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lou n g e  fa c ilitie s , ce n tra l vac., air, 
and sto rage  (near A lle n m o re  H osp .) Call 
752-6336 (M o n .— T h u rs .) Tacom a.

A PR A C TIC E O P P O R TU N ITY  fo r  s u rg ic a l 
and  m e d ic a l s u b s p e c ia lty  in a w e ll e s ta b ­
lish e d  m e d ic a l c o m p le x  in G ig  H arbo r, 
P ie rce  C o u n ty . It is e x c e lle n t fo r  O b-G yn, 
O r th o p e d ic s , P o d ia tr ic s  and  G e n e ra l 
S u rge ry . Lease is $792 /m o. O f f ic e  is  15 
m in . to  d o w n to w n  h o s p ita ls . F o r d e ta ils , 
p le a se  c a ll c o lle c t (517) 892-5100 o r (517) 
686-6681.

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u lt i ­
sp e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N orthw e s t. 
E xce lle n t coverage , b e n e fits  and co m ­
p en sa tio n . F irs t ye a r g ua ran tee  and 
incen tives . O u ts ta n d in g  re c rea tio n a l and 
liv in g  o p p o rtu n it ie s . A rea serves as 
R eg iona l O B -P e rin a ta l re fe rra l center. 
N ew  c lin ic  fa c ilitie s . Send C.V. o r inq u irie s  
to  T h o m as  H. S krina r, M .D .. P uget S ound 
C lin ic , 3611 S ou th  "D "  S tree t, Tacom a, 
W a sh in g to n  98408, o r pho n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756-8569 o r 206-272-0486 a fte r hours.

FOR R ENT a ll o r p a rt 3200 sq. f t .  in 10th & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G ood  park in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f ic e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

O F F IC E  SPA CE —  S p a c io u s  a iry  su ite , 
f iv e  years  o ld , n e x t to  T a co m a  G enera l.
1,400 sq. ft . W in d o w s  on th re e  s id e s  - 
ve ry lig h t. T h re e  la rg e  exam  room s. 
A va ila b le  7-8/82. R ea so n ab le . C o n ta c t 
G e o rg e  K r ic k , M .D ., 572-3520.

F A M IL Y  P R A C TIC E  lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
in g s  at T a co m a , O ly m p ia , F ede ra l W ay 
M e d ic a l C e n te rs  o f G ro u p  H ea lth  C o o p ­
e ra tiv e . B o a rd  e lig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu ll s c o p e  p rim a ry  care. C on ­
ta c t: Dr. J e s s e  M a n te l, 1112 S. C ush m a n  
S t., T a co m a , W A  98405, (206) 383-6120.
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SP A C IO U S  H ILL TO P  H O M E o v e rlo o k in g  
W o llo ch e t Bay. F o u r bedroom s, th ree  
baths, th re e  firep laces, re c re a tio n  room , 
sauna, sec luded  acre. S136.500, 9vi%  
assum ab le  m ortgage . C o n tra c t Le igh  
H un t, (206) 851-5248.

FOR SALE — O ne sh a re  o f S itzm a rk  
L odge , C ry s ta l M o u n ta in  (ro om , c o m m o n  
f a c i l i t ie s ) ,  $ 1 7 ,5 0 0 . C o n ta c t  K u r t  
B ra w a n d , M .D ., A l le n m o re  M e d ic a l 
C en te r, Ta co m a, 98405, 383-4521.

FOR SALE — M O DULAR C L IN IC
E q u ip p ed  w ith  X -ray, 2 exam  ro o m s  fu rn ­
ishe d , one  c o n s u lta t io n  ro o m  fu rn is h e d , 
one  re c e p tio n  ro o m  fu rn is h e d . B uyer 
m u s t m ove  c l in ic  fro m  p re s e n t lo c a tio n . 
F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t B arbara  
B e l la c k ,  M e d ic a l - S u r g ic a l  C l i n ic ,  
E n u m c la w , W A , 825-6511.

A N ITQ U E  CLOCK
A n tiq u e  V ien n a  R e g u la to rs , o n e  and 
th re e  w e ig h t, C irca  1880. E x c e lle n t 
c o n d it io n . P riva te  c o lle c t io n . 848-2303, 
584-4237. Dr. Don R usse ll.

M E D IC A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E . A p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  1400 sq. ft . fo r  re n t o r lease  in 
m u lt i - s p e c ia l t y  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g ,  T h e  
D o c to r 's  P r o fe s s io n a l B u i ld in g ,  721 
F a w c e tt Ave., Tacom a. For in fo rm a tio n  
c o n ta c t M ai B la ir, 627-8111.

JAC K SO N  HALL M E D IC A L  C EN TER .
Space ava ilab le  fo r  lease across  from  
T acom a  G enera l H osp ita l D esign  and 
fin ish  to  y o u rre q u ire m e n ts . V a riab le  lease 
rate if des ired . C all 627-0031

E LE C TR O LY S IS

H elene  B lack, R E.

3509 S. 14th St., T acom a  98405 759-1151 

M em ber: W a sh in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro lys is  
A ssn and  E lec tro lys is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra ined : Kree In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E lec tro lys is , N.Y, and W ilsh ire  
B lvd  S choo l, Los A nge les

T R A N S C R IP T IO N  S E R V IC E
I w il l  p ic k  up  y o u r  t ra n s c r ip t io n  and 
re tu rn  it ty p e d . H ig h  q u a lity  w o rk . Fo r 
in fo rm a tio n  c a ll K e lly  M a in a rd , 475-9227, 
o r w r ite , 1929 E. 60 th  S t., T a co m a , W A 
98404.

TA C O M A , LA K E W O O D  — Lease  space  
fo r M e d ic a l-D e n ta l S e p c ia lis ts  in th e  new  
F o r t S te i la c o o m  P ro fe s s io n a l B ld g . 
In te r io r  can be d e s ig n e d  fo r  lea so rs  
needs. E x c e lle n t lo c a tio n  and  e xpo su re . 
C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R ing  at 584-6200 
o r 582-5856.
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

BULK RATE
U .S . P O ST A G E  

PAID 
TACOMA, WASH. 

PERMIT NO. 60S

Ask 
how

t your bookkeeper 
things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don’t take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

WjW Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaskaf Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, W enatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

® R e g is te re d  M a rk  B lu e  C ro s s  A s s o c ia tio n
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How much of your 
medical practice 

are you giving away?
Even the most competent and 
dedicated office s ta ff  can have a 
tough time controlling accounts 
receivable. That's  where Poorman- 
Douglas can help. Our On-Line 
Medical Accounting System pro­
vides the tools your staff  needs 
to improve collections and 
strengthen the business side of 
your practice.

Think of it 
as a Time Machine.

The Poorman-Douglas On- 
Line System can speed up col­
lections and reduce billing prob­
lems. So your s ta ff  spends less 
time, and less effort, keeping 
your office on a solid financial 
footing.

It can smooth out and expedite 
many of  the tedious administra­
tive details o f  running a busi­
ness. So you have more time to 
devote to the practice of 
medicine.

Beyond 
that, going 
On-Line 
with
Poorman- 
Douglas 
provides access to a powerful, 
fast medical information system. 
So you get the valuable decision­
making support o f  an in-house 
computer, without the investment 
o f  owning one.

Here’s the System.
It consists o f  a computer ter­

minal with telephone connec­
tion, giving you a “ window” for 
entering data and making inquiries. 
Optional equipment, including a 
printer and a word processor 
with graphics, is available to aug­
ment the basic system. Software 
for the On-Line System has been 
exhaustively researched, and 
was approved only after 
thorough user-testing. The final 
product reflects Poorman- 
Douglas ’s long history in auto­
mated medical accounting, and 
incorporates refinements 
suggested by medical profes­
sionals.

The result is a versatile, cost- 
effective system that can im ­
prove your cash flow through 
more timely collections.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seattle: 220 W. Harrison (206) 2X3-9781 
Portland: 1325 S .W . C uster (503) 245-5555 

Eugene: 710 M cK inley (503) 686-1871

Is this the business 
partner you need?

Your first step toward finding 
out is to contact Poorman-Douglas. 
We’ve been serving the medical 
profession for two decades, with 
automated accounting systems 
that have proved themselves in 
real-life situations.

W hat’s more, we’re the only 
Northwest com pany to offer 
legitimate, high-quality products 
in all three categories o f  auto­
mated medical accounting sys­
tems. So we’re singularly qual­
ified to prescribe, objectively, 
the appropriate 
system for 
your 
practice.

Send 
for our 
informative
brochure on the Poorman-Douglas 
On-Line Medical Accounting 
System. Better yet, call f o ra  
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation in your office.

Please send me more information on your 
On-Line Medical Accounting System.

□  Please contact me for a consultation by a 
Poorman-Douglas specialist.

Name — ■______________________________

A ddress.

City_

Phone (_

.S ta te . - Z ip-

Mail io: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 
1325 S.W. Cusler Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97219 |
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Society News Briefs
A  su m m a ry  of M edical Socie ty ,  and local m edical and health n ew s

Trauma Center Criteria Approved
A m ended  c r i te r ia  for hospital t r a u m a  c e n te r  

des ignat ion  have been  app roved  by th e  Medical 
Society Board of T ru s te e s .  T he action was ta k en  a t  
the  B oard ’s O ctober 5 m eeting.

Modifications to  the  c r i te r ia  included 
th e  addition  of neurology as a specia lty  
“on-call and p rom ptly  available inside or 
ou ts ide  the  hosp ita l” and its  specifica­
tion as  es sen t ia l  for levels  I and II  and 
des ired  for level I II  insti tu t ions ;  and, the  
u p g rad ing  of “o p e ra t in g  microscope, 
equ ipm en t  or in s t ru m e n ta t io n  to be p ro ­
vided in th e  o p e ra t in g  su i te ” , from des ired  
to  e s sen tia l  for a level II facility.

The cr i te r ia  w ere  originally proposed  by the  
S ocie ty ’s E m e rg e n cy  Medical S ta n d a rd s  C om m ittee  
and w ere  published  in the  Ju ly  issue of The Bulletin.

T he B oard’s decision re la t ive  to c r i te r ia  did not 
ad d re ss  des ignation .  The c r i te r ia  have been for­
w ard ed  to  the  P ierce  County EM S Council with a 
recom m enda tion  for Council adoption and th a t  they  
be incorpora ted  in the  local EM S plan.

T ra u m a  c e n te r  des ignat ion  will be ad d re ssed  a t  a 
la te r  d a te .  F orm al Medical Society recom m enda­
tions r e g a rd in g  des ignat ion  will follow applications 
for EMS Council des ignat ion  by local inst i tu t ions .

Medical Society leadersh ip  m e t  with  five local 
specia lty  societies in S e p te m b e r  to  solicit com m ents  
reg a rd in g  the  c r i te r ia  and the  re la ted  issue of 
t r a u m a  ce n te r  des ignation . Many individual phys i­
cians have w r i t te n  to  exp ress  the ir  views on both 
issues.

Novem ber M eeting to Tackle Costs
Who will contro l medical care dollars in the 

fu tu re?  Will we r e tu rn  to c o n tra c t  medicine with a 
new tw is t  — the  application of sophis t ica ted  business 
concepts for all im p o r ta n t  cost effec tiveness?  Will 
hospitals be allowed to organize physicians and the 
delivery  of health  care services?

T hese  issues will be discussed a t  the 
T uesday , N ovem ber  9 genera l  m e m b e r ­
ship m eeting .  The m eeting  will be held a t  
the  F i r c re s t  C oun try  Club and will be p re ­
ceded by a 7:00 p.m. dinner.

The p ro g ra m  will have a panel discussion format. 
P ane l is ts  are: Drs. R ichard  Baerg, William J a c k ­
son, Cordell Bahn and K eith  T ucker,  PCMB

medical d irec to r .  In addition ,  Dr. Jo h n  L indberg ,  
cha irm an  of the  W SM A  co m m ittee  on medical s e r ­
vices and a S e a t t le  in te rn is t ,  Mr. F ra n k  Baker, vice 
p re s id e n t  of th e  W a sh ing ton  S ta te  H ospita l 
Association, and fo rm er  execu t ive  d irec to r  of th e  
S ta te  H ospita l  Commission, and  Mr. M ark  Stein- 
s ag er ,  execu t ive  d i rec to r  of the  H ea l th  Care  
P u rc h a se rs  A ssocia tion  of P u g e t  Sound, will p a r t i ­
cipate. P ro g ra m  m o d e ra to r  will be Dr. Bob 
Kapelowitz.

M ake y ou r  r e se rv a t io n  now for w h a t  prom ises to 
be a v e ry  s t im u la t in g  discussion. Questions from the 
floor will be encouraged .

How Do You Feel About Trauma Centers?
All Medical Socie ty  m em b ers  a re  u rg ed  to 

com plete  th e  b r ie f  t r a u m a  c e n te r  ques tionna ire  
included in the  m ailing for th e  N ov em b e r  9 general 
m em bersh ip  m eeting .  L e t t e r s  from  individual physi­
cians and local specia l ty  societ ies have been 
received  by th e  Medical Socie ty u rg in g  a position on 
the  issue.

Now, th e  e n t i re  m em bersh ip  has an additional 
oppo r tu n i ty  to ex p re s s  its v iews on th is  im por tan t  
local issue. Q ues t ionnaires  m u s t  be r e tu r n e d  to the 
Medical Socie ty  office no la te r  th a n  F riday , 
N ovem ber  5.

Physicians Join Society
C ongra tu la t ions  to  the  following provisional 

m em bers  who w ere  e lec ted  to m em bersh ip  in the  
Medical Socie ty  of P ie rce  County  a t  the  S e p te m b e r  
and O ctober Board  of T ru s te e s  m eetings: Drs. John  
Kooiker, S haron  Michael,  R o b e r t  Sands, E d g a r  
S te in itz ,  J a m e s  T aylor,  K e i th  W eigel,  Daniel T. 
Dugaw, and P eg g y  A. Hosford.

People and Places
Marcel Malden, MD, FA C P , has 

been elec ted  to th e  Royal College 
of Physic ians of E d inbu rgh ,  Scot­
land. T he  College has m any func­
tions, one of which is th e  adm in is ­
t ra t io n  of specia lty  exam ina tions  
and certif ications,  equ iva len t  to 
the  A m erican  boards.

P hysic ians a re  e lec ted  to  th e i r  fellowship on the  
basis of s ta n d in g  in th e  profession, on the  basis 
of r ec o m m enda t ions  of o th e r  fellows and as a

(Continued on page  20)
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MEDICARE -  
AT THE CROSSROADS

T h e  so c ia l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  in 1964-65 led  to  t h e  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  K i n g - A n d e r s o n  Bill  a n d  T i t l e s  X V II I  
a n d  X I X  of t h e  S o c ia l  S e c u r i t y  A c t  c r e a t e d  a n  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  in A m e r i c a  — M e d i c a r e  w a s  b o rn .  I t  w a s  th is  
c o u n t r y ' s  f i r s t  e x p e r i m e n t  in n a t io n a l  h e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e .

A m e r i c a n  m e d ic in e  a t  f i r s t  f o u g h t  i t  t o o th  a n d  
na il ,  p r e d i c t i n g  all  s o r t s  of  d i r e  r e s u l t s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  
of  w h ic h  w a s  t h e  i m m i n e n t  d e m is e  of t h e  f r e e d o m  of 
c h o ice  fo r  p a t i e n t s  a n d  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  for 
p h y s i c ia n s .  N o w ,  a f t e r  17 y e a r s  of d e a l i n g  w i th  
M e d i c a r e  w i t h  all  of i t s  f a u l t s ,  t h e  i m a g e s  h a v e  
b l u r r e d  a n d  a 180 d e g r e e  c h a n g e  in p e r s p e c t i v e  has  
d e v e l o p e d .

Of all  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  m a d e  in 1964 b y  o r g a n iz e d  
m e d i c in e  in o p p o s i n g  M e d ic a r e ,  n o n e  h as  b e e n  
v i n d ic a t e d  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  a r g u m e n t  c o n c e r n in g  th e  
f u t u r e  c o s t s  of  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h e  M e d i c a r e  a d v o ­
c a t e s  in t h e  c o n c e p tu a l  y e a r s  r e f u s e d  to  b e l i e v e ,  o r  
fo r  p o l i t ic a l  r e a s o n s  c h o se  to  i g n o r e ,  t h e i r  ow n  
a c t u a r i e s ’ c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n s .  M e d ic in e  now could  
p o in t  to  M e d i c a r e ’s c u r r e n t  f in an c ia l  w o e s  a n d  g lo a t ,  
s a y in g ,  “ W e  to ld  y o u  so .” B u t ,  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  t im e  for 
g lo a t in g ,  a n d  o r g a n iz e d  m e d ic in e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  a f t e r  
o n e  a n d  a h a lf  d e c a d e s  of M e d i c a r e  i t s  c r e a t i o n  has  
r e s u l t e d  in so  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  a ll  e f f o r t s  m u s t  be  
m a d e  to  i n s u r e  i t s  s u r v iv a l .

M e d ic in e  r e a l i z e s  now ,  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r ,  t h a t  
M e d i c a r e  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in a c c e s s  t o  m e d ic a l  c a r e  in a 
d ig n i f i e d  a n d  q u a l i t y  m o d e  t h a t  d id  n o t  e x i s t  fo r  a 
l a r g e  s e g m e n t  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  p r i o r  to  1964. 
M e d i c a r e  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  p r in c ip a l  s o u r c e  of h e a l th  
c a r e  fo r  30 m il l io n  A m e r i c a n s ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a b o u t  
3 m il l io n  s e r i o u s l y  d i s a b le d .  I t  g e n e r a t e s  3 5 %  of t h e  
t o t a l  in c o m e  o f  A m e r i c a ’s c o m m u n i ty  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  
1 7 %  of  t h e  t o t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  d o l l a r  in t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .

I n  1983, a s  m u c h  w ill  b e  s p e n t  t h r o u g h  M e d i c a r e  
e v e r y  m o n t h  a s  w a s  s p e n t  in t h e  e n t i r e  n e o n a t a l  
y e a r ,  1967. M e d i c a r e ’s f in a n c ia l  b a s e  is r a p id l y  
e r o d i n g  a n d  is in s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  of  c o l la p se .  T h e  
H o s p i t a l  I n s u r a n c e  T r u s t  F u n d  wil l  n o t  b e  a b le  to

k e e p  up  w i t h  e x p e n s e s  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s .  
In  1981, C o n g r e s s  a l l o w e d  t h e  Old  A g e  a n d  
S u r v i v o r s  F u n d  to  b o r r o w  M e d i c a r e  fu n d  m o n ie s  in 
o r d e r  to  k e e p  t h e  f o r m e r  f ro m  g o in g  u n d e r  a n y  • 
f u r t h e r .  C u r r e n t l y ,  M e d i c a r e  s p e n d s  $12,000 p e r  
m in u t e  m o r e  t h a n  it  t a k e s  in.

A n u m b e r  of r e m e d i e s  to  i n s u r e  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of 
M e d ic a r e  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d .  T h e y  in c lu d e  s h o r t ­
t e r m  a n d  lo n g - te r m  c o r r e c t i o n s  s u c h  as:  1) C o s t  
s h a r i n g — i n c r e a s e  d e d u c t i b le s ;  2) E s t a b l i s h  a  n e e d s  
r e q u i r e m e n t  fo r  M e d i c a r e  e l ig ib i l i ty ;  3) R a i s e  t a x e s ,  
e i t h e r  p a y ro l l  r a x e s  a n d /o r  t h e  in c o m e  ta x ;  4)
I n c lu d e  H M O 's ;  5) R a i s e  t h e  a g e  of e l i g ib i l i ty  fo r  
M e d i c a r e  r e c i p i e n t s ;  6) D e c r e a s e  M e d i c a r e  b e n e f i t s ;  
7) E s t a b l i s h  a c ap  on t a x  d e d u c t i b i l i t y  of  e m p l o y e r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  h e a l t h  b e n e f i t s ;  8) R e q u i r e  f e d e r a l  
e m p l o y e e s  w h o  do  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in so c ia l  s e c u r i t y  
to p a y  th e  M e d i c a r e  p a y r o l l  t ax ;  9) R e d e f i n e  M e d i ­
c a r e ' s  b a s ic  b e n e f i t  p a c k a g e  to  e m p h a s i z e  p r i m a r y  
c a r e  a n d  p r e v e n t i v e  m e d ic a l  s e r v i c e ;  10) E l i m in a t e  
s e l f - r e f e r r a l  to  s p e c ia l i s t s ;  11) E s t a b l i s h  b u d g e t a r y  
c a p s  on o v e r a l l  M e d i c a r e  e x p e n s e s ;  12) E s t a b l i s h  
f ix ed  p r i c e s  fo r  all  c a t e g o r i e s  of p r o v i d e r  s e r v i c e s  
a n d  g o o d s ,  i.e., " p r o s p e c t i v e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t " ;  13) 
P r o m o t e  p r o c o m p e t i t i o n  p r o g r a m s ;  14) E s t a b l i s h  a 
c a t a s t r o p h i c  p r o g r a m ;  15) R e m o v e  M e d i c a r e  f ro m  
soc ia l  s e c u r i t y  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  g e n e r a l  r e v e n u e s .

M a n y  of t h e  a b o v e  r e m e d i e s  w o u ld  b e  a  h a r d  pill 
to  s w a l lo w ,  b u t  t h e y  m u s t  a t  l e a s t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  if 
fo r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a n  r e a l i t y  d i c t a t e s  i t.  T h e s e  
a n d  o t h e r  o p t io n s  a t  t h i s  v e r y  m o m e n t  a r e  b e in g  
c o n s i d e r e d  by  C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

P l e a s e  s p e n d  s o m e  t im e  t h in k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o ­
b le m  a n d  le t  y o u r  v i e w p o in t s  be  h e a r d ,  b o th  t o  y o u r  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  to  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  
of o r g a n iz e d  m e d ic in e .  W e  m u s t  n o t  s a c r i f i c e  q u a l i t y  
of  c a r e  a n d  a c c e s s  to  c a r e  fo r  t h e  e ld e r ly  on  t h e  a l t a r  
o f  c o s t  c o n t a i n m e n t .

Lloyd ,  C. E l m e r , M D
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Exploring the Generalist-Specialist Relationship

ASSISTING AT SURGERY 
DEBATED AT SEPTEMBER MEETING

T h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p h y s i c i a n  a s  s u r g i c a l  
a s s i s t a n t ,  r e f e r r a l  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  e t h i c a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s 
S e p t e m b e r  g e n e r a l  m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g .  T h e  p a n e l  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  s e c o n d  in a  s e r i e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  
E t h i c s / S t a n d a r d s  o f  P r a c t i c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a t t r a c t e d  
o v e r  135 p h y s i c i a n s .

F o l l o w i n g  d i n n e r  a n d  a  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o f  P h y s i -  
c i a n s  I n s u r a n c e  by  P I  P r e s i d e n t  M r .  T e d  L in h a m ,  
t h e  s u r g i c a l  a s s i s t a n t s  i s s u e  w a s  e x p l o r e d  b y  a p a n e l  
o f  D r s .  R o b e r t  F e r g u s o n ,  R i c h a r d  H a w k i n s  a n d  
W S M A  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  K e i t h  ( r e p r e s e n t i n g  
g e n e r a l i s t s )  a n d  G o r d o n  K l a t t ,  S t a n  T u e l l  a n d  
R i c h a r d  H o f f m e i s t e r  ( r e p r e s e n t i n g  s u r g e o n s ) .  D r .
Gil R o l l e r ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  E t h i c s / S t a n d a r d s  of 
P r a c t i c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  m o d e r a t e d .

S p o k e s m e n  f r o m  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  i s s u e  
r e s p o n d e d  to  q u e s t i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e d  to  
t h e  m o d e r a t o r .  T h e  m e e t i n g  is s u m m a r i z e d  b e lo w :

D r .  R o l l e r :  T h i s  is  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of o u r  v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l  M a y  m e e t i n g .  W e  h o p e  to  i n c o r p o r a t e  
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n to  a  d o c u m e n t  to  
b e  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  E t h i c s / S t a n d a r d s  o f  P r a c t i c e  
C o m m i t t e e  w h ic h  w e  a r e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  o r g a n ­
iz in g .  W e  h o p e  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  will  h a v e  a  
b e n e f i c i a l  l o n g - t e r m  i m p a c t  on  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
m e d i c i n e  in P i e r c e  C o u n t y  a n d  on  o u r  i n t e r ­
p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  e th i c s .

A s  y o u  m a y  r e c a l l ,  l a s t  M a y  w e  d i s c u s s e d  c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n ,  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  c a r e ,  a n d  w e  t o u c h e d  on 
t h e  “ t e a m  e f f o r t "  w h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  s o m e ­
b o d y  h a s  to  b e  in c h a r g e .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  c o u r t e s y .  
W e  b r i e f l y  t o u c h e d  on s u r g e r y  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
s u r g i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  w h ic h  b r i n g s  u s  up  to  t h i s  
e v e n i n g .

In  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w e  wil l  k e e p  in m in d  t h e  
i m p a c t  o f  p r e o p e r a t i v e  c a r e ,  t h e  s u r g e o n ,  t h e  
s u r g i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  a n d  t h e  p o s t o p e r a t i v e  c a r e  
i s s u e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  all  r e l a t e .

Q u e s t i o n :  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  a 
s u r g e o n  to w h o m  to r e f e r  a. p a t i e n t ?

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  s u r g e o n  m u s t  be  
wrell  q u a l i f i e d .  I a m  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  g o i n g  to  s e n d  m y  
p a t i e n t s  t o  s o m e o n e  w h o  is n o t  a b le  to  d e a l  w i t h  a 
s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m .  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th

m e ,  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  s u r g e o n ,  
a n d  m y  p a t i e n t ’s a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  
s u r g e o n ,  a n d  v ice  v e r s a  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g  b e g g e d  is,  w o u l d  o n e  o f  m y  
c r i t e r i a  b e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h e ’s g o i n g  t o  a s k  m e  to  
a s s i s t .  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  t h a t  I  w o u l d  l i s t  t h i s  v e r y  h igh  
on  m y  s e t  o f  c r i t e r i a .  I  w o u l d  t h i n k  i t  is m a y b e  an  
e l e m e n t  o f  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  h im .  I 
a m  p r o b a b l y  g o i n g  to  p i c k  a  s u r g e o n  w h o  I c a n  t a lk  
t o  a n d  w h o  I f e e l  is g o i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  m e  so  
t h a t  w e  c a n  d e c i d e  w h a t  is  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I f  i t  
is  p r e t t y  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  is a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  m e  to  
a s s i s t  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  no  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ,  o r  if  i t  
is v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  is i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  m a y b e  i t  is 
n o t  a n  i s s u e .  B u t  in t h o s e  b o r d e r l i n e  s i t u a t i o n s .

O ver  130 m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  the  m e e t in g ,  hearing  a 
s ta tu s  rep o r t  on P h ys ic ia n s  Insurance, a b r ie f  p r e s e n ta ­
tion by  W S M A  P r e s id e n t  Dr. D o n  K e i th ,  and  the pa n e l
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Q u e s t io n :  Can  a s y s t e m  be d e v i s e d  w h e r e  w e  can  
s c r e e n  f a m i l y  p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c i a n s  a c c o r d in g  to  
t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  in  th e  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m ?

S u r g e o n :  C e r t a i n l y  w h e n  w e  s c r e e n  s u r g e o n s  in. 
s u r g e r y  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w e  look  a t  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s  
v e r y  c lo se ly  a n d  w e  look  v e r y  c lo se ly  a t  w h a t  t h e y  
c h e c k  off a s  to  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o in g  to  do. In  m y  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h e n  a fa m i ly  p r a c t i c e  d o c to r  a p p l i e s  
fo r  s u r g i c a l  p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h e  w h o le  l i s t  of o p e r a t i o n s  
is c h e c k e d  in t h e  a s s i s t a n t ’s c o lu m n .  W e  s a y  f ine ,  
w e  d o n ’t  look  a t  it t h a t  c lo se ly .

Q u e s t io n :  S h o u l d  th e  f a m i l y  d o c to r  be p r e s e n t  to 
j u d g e  th e  d ia g n o s t i c  a n d  t e c h n ic a l  s k i l l  o f  the  
s u r g e o n ?

F a m i l y  P h y s ic i a n ;  A n y  p h y s i c ia n  w h o  h a s  s p e n t  
a n y  n u m b e r  of y e a r s  in t h e  o p e r a t i n g  ro o m  a n d  
s c r u b b e d  on  a  v a r i e t y  of c a s e s  is r e a s o n a b l y  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  a n a t o m y  a n d  w i th  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e ­
d u r e s  in g e n e r a l  a n d  is in a p o s i t io n  m a n y  t im e s  to  
j u d g e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  he  w a n t s  t h a t  s u r g e o n  to  
o p e r a t e  on  his n e x t  p a t i e n t .

In  T a c o m a ,  w e  a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  to  h a v e  
e x t r e m e l y  c o m p e t e n t  s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  s u b - s p e c i a l ­
i s t s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  m o s t  of  us w h o  h a v e  p r a c ­
t i c e d  fo r  a n u m b e r  of y e a r s ,  h a v e  b e e n  t r a p p e d  in 
a n  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m  o n e  o r  m o r e  t im e s  w i th  a 
t e r r i f y i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h i s  w a s  m u ch  
m o r e  c o m m o n  20 o r  30 y e a r s  ago .  I d o n ' t  t h in k  th is  
c an  h a p p e n  m u c h  a n y  m o r e ,  b u t  t h e  m e m o r y  k in d  of 
s t i c k s  w i th  you .

I fee l  m u c h  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  in r e f e r r i n g  o n e  of 
m y  p a t i e n t s  t o  a s u r g e o n  w i th  w h o m  I h a v e  
s c r u b b e d .  I  c a n  r e l a t e  m u c h  b e t t e r  to  t h a t  i n d iv id ­
ua l  p a t i e n t  if  I k n o w  t h e  c o m p e t e n c e  of t h e  
s u r g e o n .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  m o s t  of  t h e m  k n o w  fa r  m o r e  
t h a n  w e  do ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  it  is s t i l l  p o s s ib le  to  j u d g e  
t h e m .

Q u e s t io n :  I n  a  s p e c ia l i z e d  p r o c e d u r e ,  s h o u ld  n o t  th e  
a s s i s t a n t  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  to p e r fo rm ,  th e  o p e r ­
a t io n  so  t h a t  he  o r  s h e  can  m a k e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  d u r i n g  th e  
p r o c e d u r e ?  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  a  s p e c ia l i z e d  s u r g e o n  
— s h o u l d  he  h a v e  a  s p e c ia l i z e d  a s s i s t a n t  a t  t im e s ?

S u r g e o n :  A t  l e a s t  in s u b - s p e c i a l t i e s  t h e r e  a r e  
p r o c e d u r e s  w h ic h  a r e  v e r y  t e c h n ic a l .  T w o  
s u r g e o n s  w h o  a r e  t r a i n e d  to  do  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  can  
n o t  o n ly  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  s u r g e r y  f a s t e r ,  b u t  o n e  
c an  b e  c h e c k in g  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p r o c e ­
d u r e s  w h e r e  a  fa m i ly  p h y s i c ia n  is q u a l i f i e d  to  
a s s i s t .

I  g a t h e r  t h a t  o n e  of t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e  p a n e l  w a s  
p u t  t o g e t h e r  t o n i g h t  w a s  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e  q u e s ­
t io n  of “ C a n  I a s s i s t ? "  w a s  p la c e d  q u i t e  h ig h .  T h e  
m e s s a g e  h a s  g o t  to  be  t h a t  w e ’r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  
b e s t  c a r e  fo r  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  n o t  w h e t h e r  t h e r e ’s 
g o in g  to  be  a f e e  fo r  a s s i s t i n g .  I f  t w o  s p e c i a l i s t s  
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  c an  s h o r t e n  a l e n g t h y  o p e r a t i v e  
p r o c e d u r e  by  a n  h o u r  o r  m o r e ,  i t  is le s s  a n e s t h e s i a  
t im e  for t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  r e s u l t s  in l e s s  c h a r g e s .

Q u e s t io n :  I s  t h e r e  a p o l i c y  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
C ollege  o f  S u r g e o n s  r e g a r d i n g  an a s s i s t a n t  b e in g  
p r e s e n t  a n d  c a p a b le  o f  f i n i s h i n g  an  o p e r a t i o n ?

S u r g e o n :  T h e  in i t i a l  s e n t e n c e  in t h e  C o l le g e 's  
g u id e l in e s  fo r  w h o  sh o u ld  a s s i s t  s o u n d s  r a t h e r  
s t r i c t  a n d  is s i m i l a r  to  w h a t  w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  
th e  C o l le g e  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o  — t h a t ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  
in d o in g  m a j o r  s u r g e r y  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  sh o u ld  be  
a n o t h e r  m a j o r  s u r g e o n ,  s u p p o s e d l y  c a p a b le  of 
t a k i n g  o v e r  if t h e  f i r s t  s u r g e o n  fa lls  o v e r  d e a d  o r  
s o m e th i n g .  In  no w a y  h a s  t h a t  b e e n  fo l lo w ed  
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .

E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  s a y  “ id e a l ly "  t h i s  s h o u ld  be 
th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  l in e s  f ro m  th e  
g u id e l in e s  b a ck  d o w n  a n d  a r e  v e r y  f lex ib le ,  s a y i n g  
b a s ic a l ly  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  a s s i s t i n g  sh o u ld  be  s o m e ­
o n e  w h o  is q u a l i f i e d  t o  do  it.  T h e y  d o n ' t  e v e n  
o b j e c t ,  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in t h e  h o s p i t a l  
o r  c o m m u n i ty ,  to  h a v in g  a R N  o r  P A  a s s i s t i n g  in 
m a j o r  s u r g e r y .  T h e y  s t r e s s  t h a t  if t h i s  is d o n e ,  
t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  s o m e  w a y  of e v a l u a t i n g  t h o s e  
p e o p le  a n d  s e e i n g  if t h e y  a r e  q u a l i f ied .

I f  a  P A  o r  R N  c o m e  in, t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to l is t  
q u a l i f i c a t io n s .  T h a t  g o e s  t h r o u g h  o u r  c o m m i t t e e  
s y s t e m  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  a p p r o v e d .  W e  d o n ' t  r e a l ly
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have th a t  for g en e ra l  p rac tice  doctors, b u t  I 'm  not so 
su re  we need it. I t  is very  r a r e  in my y e a rs  of e x p e r ­
ience to have a GP come in who really  should not be 
in the  o p e ra t in g  room.

I feel a slow-down in the  OR is often m ore than  
m ade up for by my apprec ia t ion  of the  fact th a t  
th e  p r im a ry  ca re  physician is the re .  I can ta lk  
freely  with  the  p a t ie n t  who says before or a f te r  
th e  opera tion ,  “ Is doctor  ‘so and so’ going to be 
t h e r e ? ” The p a t ie n t  has es tab l ished  a r a p p o r t  with 
his family physician and has y e t  to es tab lish  it with 
me and it is very  com forting  for him to know his 
doctor  is going to be the re .

Q u e s t i o n :  W i l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  f a m i l y  p r a c t i ­
t i o n e r s  a i d  in  o t h e r  s u b s e q u e n t  p r e o p e r a t i v e  e v a l ­
u a t i o n s  a n d  in  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p o s t o p e r a t i v e  c a re  o f  
t h e  p a t i e n t ?

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  In many s i tua tions  it is a very  
d is t inc t  a d v a n ta g e  for the  family physician to be 
involved in the  p reo p e ra t iv e  care. R a p p o rt  with the  
family, w ith  th e  pa t ien t ,  and knowledge of 
o th e r  medical prob lem s can be very  im portan t .

I guess  this is a good place to  com m ent on the 
g ene ra l  in te rn is t .  M ost of our conversation  cen te rs  
a round  family physicians because in te rn is ts  tend 
to  avoid the  o p e ra t in g  room as if t h e r e ’s some so r t  
of bac te ria  in th e  air  or som eth ing  and th e re  is 
often not a good place for the  genera l  in te rn is t  to 
be involved in the  p reo p e ra t iv e  care of the  
pat ien t .  Som etim es  it is im p o r ta n t  because of 
o th e r  medical p roblem s. Again, I ge t  back to  one 
of my p r im a ry  cr i te r ia  in m aking a re fe r ra l ,  th e re  
has to be communication.

Q u e s t i o n :  A r e  t h e r e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  
a n  a s s i s t a n t ?

S u r g e o n :  Yes. T ha t  is self-evident. You cannot 
collect for as s is t ing  in many of these  cases. H ow ­
ever ,  I have had family physicians come in and assis t  
j u s t  to know w hat  is going on, to  be closer to the  
p a t ien t  and to able to inform the  patient .

Q u e s t i o n :  W h a t  i f  t h a t  p a t i e n t  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
f a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n  be p r e s e n t  a t  a n  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a n  a s s is ta n t ,?  H o w  s h o u l d  t h i s  be
r e s o l v e d ?

S u r g e o n :  The family physician and the  surgeon

can ta lk  to the  p a t ien t .  I have n ev e r  seen  th a t  to 
be unreso lvab le .  I th ink  th e  p a t ie n t  is p r e t t y  well 
sa tisf ied  when you explain  the  s ituation .

In te re s t in g ly ,  I have had tw o cases w h e re  the  
p a t ie n t  r e q u e s te d  th a t  the  family physic ian  not be 
p re s e n t  in the  o p e ra t in g  room. I t  was not the  
same physician each time. I asked  why and they  
said, “H e ’s not a su rgeon ,  is he?” I a sked  the  
p a t ie n t  to  ta lk  to th e  family physic ian  as i t  was 
som e th ing  b e tw e en  th e  two of them , as I felt 
com fortable with  th e  family physician assis ting .

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  I can ap p re c ia te  tha t .  I have 
pa t ien ts  who so r t  of ask  t h a t  ques tion .  In a more 
gene ra l  sense, I run  into the  s itua tion  fairly f re ­
quen t ly  of w h e th e r  I am going to take  care of 
som eth ing  or if a r e f e r ra l  has to be a r ran g e d .  
P a t ie n ts  ask  me th a t  f requen tly  and you have to 
deal with it on an individual basis. If it is a pro­
blem or p rocedu re  th a t  is really  over  my head, I 
don’t like to g e t  into troub le .  If i t  is som eth ing  
th a t  I am com peten t  in dea ling  with, I will tell the 
pa t ien t .  If the  p a t ien t  is still r e lu c ta n t  abou t  it, 
then  I will find som ebody else because  I don 't  
w an t  him to be uncom fortab le  e i ther .

P a t ie n ts  w onder  w ha t  the  c i rcum stances  a re  and 
we have to ta lk  abou t it. M aybe I am not su re  th a t  
I w an t  to a s s is t  w ith  an opera tion ,  b u t  I feel th a t  
th e  p a t ie n t  w an ts  me to be p re se n t ,  so t h a t ’s the  
road you go down.

F a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n :  The o th e r  th ing  I w an t  to say 
is abou t the  unnecessa ry  a s s is ta n t .  U nfor tuna te ly ,  
th a t  is not som e th ing  I can a lways judge .  I am not 
in the  o p e ra t in g  room enough. I deal w ith  a wide 
ra n g e  of d if fe ren t kinds of p roblem s. I need help 
from the  su rgeon  as to  w h e th e r  o r  not I should be 
th e re .  M aybe our hospital com m ittees  should 
gen e ra te  a list of p rocedu res  th a t  gene ra lly  do not 
req u ire  an ass is tan t .

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  I t  is not common for a pa t ien t  
to  r e q u e s t  th a t  the  family physician be th e re  in a 
p rocedu re  th a t  really  and t ru ly  does not requ ire  
an a s s is tan t .  W hen it does occur, it is incum ben t 
on the  family physician to e i th e r  be in the  o p e ra ­
t ing  room, perhaps  unnecessar i ly  and  w ithou t 
charge,  or to explain th a t  an o th e r  pair  of hands is 
not needed. People do u n d e rs ta n d  this .

As far as u n n ec essa ry  a s s is ta n ts  a t  th in g s  like 
hem orrho idec tom ies ,  I do not th ink  it is neces­
sarily  up to th e  family p rac t i t ione r .  T h e re  are  
su rgeons  who may p re fe r  an a s s i s ta n t  a t  a hem or­
rhoidec tom y, a he rn iop las ty  and so forth .  If  i t  aids
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t h e m  in a n y  w a y ,  if i t  m a k e s  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e ,  s a y  on 
a h e m o r r h o i d e c t o m y  w h ic h  is o n e  of t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  a n y o n e  c an  h a v e  — 
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  l iv e s  r u i n e d  by  b a d  h e m o r ­
r h o i d e c t o m i e s  t h a n  by b ad  g a l l b l a d d e r  r e m o v a l s ,  
b e l i e v e  m e  — t h a t ’s a c c e p t a b l e .  I d o n ’t  t h i n k  y o u  
w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  d e v e lo p  a l i s t  o f  " n o n - a s s i s t a b l e ” 
p r o c e d u r e s  u n l e s s  t h e  s u r g e o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  w a n t  
t o  t r y .

Q u e s t io n :  D o  y o u  f e e l  p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  th e  s u r g e r y  
w i l l  r e i n fo r c e  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  th e  s y m p t o m a ­
t o lo g y  a n d  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  b e n e f i t  in  s h a r in g  th e  
s u r g ic a l  f i n d i n g s  ?

F a m i l y  P h y s ic i a n :  I a m  old f a s h io n e d  e n o u g h  to  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n a t o m y  is s t i l l  o n e  of t h e  c o r n e r ­
s t o n e s  o f  m e d ic in e .  T h e  f u r t h e r  w e  g e t  f ro m  
a n a t o m y ,  t h e  le s s  w e l l  w e  will  be  a b le  to  d i a g n o s e  
o u r  p a t i e n t s .  I w o u ld  p e r s o n a l l y  fee l  t e r r i b l y  
c h e a t e d  if  I  co u ld  n e v e r  s e e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  w h a t  I 
h a v e  d i a g n o s e d .

A  fe w  y e a r s  b a c k  i t  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p r a c t i o n e r  a s s i s t  a t  s u r g e r y ;  t h e r e  w e r e n ’t 
t h a t  m a n y  s u r g e o n s .  I c a n ’t  i m a g in e  n o t  b e in g  in a 
s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  I co u ld  n o t  a t  l e a s t  fo l low  w h e n  I 
fee l  c o m p e t e n t  in a s s i s t i n g .

F a m i l y  P h y s ic ia n :  I t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n  t h a t  a n y  
p r i m a r y  c a r e  r e f e r r i n g  p h y s i c ia n  lo o k s  fo r  
c o n f id e n c e .  Y o u ’r e  j u s t  n o t  g o in g  to  s e n d  p a t i e n t s  
t o  s o m e o n e  b e c a u s e  y o u  l ik e  h im ,  y o u ’r e  g o in g  to  
r e f e r  to  s o m e o n e  w h o  is c o m p e t e n t .  B e y o n d  t h a t ,  I

s e n d  p a t i e n t s  t o  d o c to r s  t h a t  t h e y  wil l  l ike ,  
b e c a u s e  w h e n  t h e y  d o n ’t  l ike  t h e m  a n d  w h e n  t h e y  
h a v e  h a d  g o o d  t e c h n o l o g y  b u t  b a d  m e d ic a l  c a r e  
t h e y  c o m e  b a c k  a n d  b i t c h  to  m e .  T h e y  d o n ’t  b i tc h  
to  t h e  s u r g e o n .  I t r y  to  m a t c h  up  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .

In  t h i s  d e c a d e  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  y o u  p e o p le  w h o  
a r e  in t h e  s p e c ia l t i e s ,  h a v in g  p a t i e n t s  r e f e r r e d  to  
you ,  s h o u ld  look  to  y o u r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  L o o k  to  t h e  
w a y  y o u  c a r e  fo r  p a t i e n t s ,  h o w  y o u  t a l k  t o  t h e m  
b e f o r e h a n d  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s .  W e  h a v e  a lot  of 
p h y s i c ia n s  t o  w h o m  p a t i e n t s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  w h e r e  
t h e  p a t i e n t  c o m e s  b a c k  a n d  s a y s  t h e  p h y s i c ia n  w a s  
b r u s q u e ,  h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t im e ,  he  d i d n ' t  e x p la in  
a n y th i n g .  I f  y o u  do n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s ,  
p r e t t y  so o n  y o u  do  n o t  g e t  t h e  r e f e r r a l s .

I f  y o u  w a n t  to  t a lk  e co n o m ic s ,  i t  s u r e  d o e s n ’t 
p a y  m e  to  go  in to  a n  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m  a n d  s e r v e  a s  
an  a s s i s t a n t  s u r g e o n .  T h e y  d o n ’t  p a y  e n o u g h  to  
m a k e  u p  fo r  t h e  t im e  lo s t  o u t  o f  m y  office .  I t  is 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h a t  p a t i e n t ,  i f  I h a v e  b e e n  h is  p h y s i ­
c ian  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  n o t  j u s t  to  k n o w  t h a t  I  a m  
t h e r e ,  b u t  a ls o  t h a t  I c a n  h e lp  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  
s u r g e o n ’s t a lk  i n to  t h e i r  k in d  of t a lk .  I a m  t h e r e  a s  
an  a d v o c a t e  fo r  t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  t o  h e lp  m a n a g e  
t h i n g s  if  w e  g e t  i n to  a  p r o b l e m  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  a 
n u m b e r  of s p e c i a l i s t s  in v o lv e d .

D o e s  t h e  fa m i ly  p h y s i c ia n  b e in g  t h e r e  h e lp  h im  
c o r r e l a t e  w h a t  is g o in g  on?  I t  s u r e  d o e s .  I f  y o u  
h a v e  t a k e n  c a r e  of a p a t i e n t  o v e r  a n u m b e r  of 
y e a r s ,  t h e  c h a r t  h a s  a l o t  m o r e  m e a n i n g  to  y o u  if 
y o u  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  a b d o m i n a l  
s u r g e o n  to o k  o u t  t h e  g a l l b l a d d e r  a n d  t h e  o r t h o ­
p e d ic  s u r g e o n  w o r k e d  on t h e  b a ck .

Q u e s t io n :  Can  th e  r e f e r r i n g  p h y s i c i a n  be t r u l y  
o b j e c t i v e  i f  he  o r  s h e  s t a n d s  to b e n e f i t  f i n a n c i a l l y  
b y  a s s i s t i n g  in  a s u r g ic a l  p r o c e d u r e ?  D o e s  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t ' s  f e e  h a v e  a  b e a r in g ?

F a m i l y  P h y s ic i a n :  F r o m  t h e  fa m i ly  p h y s i c ia n ' s  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  he  is o f t e n  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a k e  c o n ta c t  o r  
do  s o m e t h i n g  fo r  p r e o p e r a t i v e  a n d  p o s t o p e r a t i v e  
c a r e  a n d  t h e r e  is no w a y  to  r e i m b u r s e  h im . A t  o t h e r  
t im e s ,  t h e  s u r g e o n  is p u t  in a s p o t  w h e r e  he  is d o in g  
a p r o c e d u r e  w h e r e  he  r e a l ly  d o e s n ’t  n e e d  a n  a s s i s t ­
a n t  a n d  m o n e y  o b v io u s ly  e n t e r s  i n to  t h a t  s o r t  of 
s i t u a t i o n .  D o e s  a n y o n e  w a n t  to  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
c o s t s  o r  fe e s?

S u r g e o n :  I  d o n ’t  t h in k  m u c h  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n
r e a l ly .  I t ' s  t h e  s a m e  a s  a s k i n g  of t h e  s u r g e o n ,  " I s  it

October 1982 9



r i g h t  t o  d e c i d e  h e  is g o i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  on  s o m e b o d y  if 
h e  is g o i n g  t o  g e t  a  f e e  f o r  i t ? ” W e  a ll  k n o w  t h a t  
t h i s  is w r o n g .  W e  a s s u m e ,  a n d  I  h o p e  i t  h a s  b e e n  
p r o v e n  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h a t  s u c h  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  
m a d e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ’s n e e d .

C o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  f a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  
s p e c i a l i s t  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o r r i e s  m e ,  b u t  i t  
n e v e r  c o m e s  t o  a  h e a d  a n d  I t h i n k  t h a t ’s b e c a u s e  
of t h e  r a p p o r t  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w e  h a v e .  W h e n  
d o  I t e l l  t h e  G P  t h a t  w e  m a y  h a v e  t o  g e t  s o m e  of 
t h e  s u p e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  in?  I g u e s s  w h e n  I c o m e  face  
t o  f a c e  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  t a l k  t o  t h e  G P .  H e  h a s  
u s u a l l y  m a d e  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  h i m s e l f  b e f o r e  I g e t  
t h e r e  a n d  w h e n  I d o  b r i n g  i t  u p ,  h e  is  m o r e  t h a n  
w i l l i n g  to  m a k e  t h e  s w i t c h .  D o  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  
t h i n k  t h i s  is a  p r o b l e m ?  D o  t h e y  t h i n k  w e ’r e  g o i n g  
o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s  in c a l l in g  in t h e  s u p e r - s p e c i a l i s t s ?

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  I  f e e l  i t  is t h e  s u r g e o n ’s j o b  
to  s a y  t h a t  v e r y  t h i n g .  I f  h e  is  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  h e  
b e t t e r  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r .  I f  
h e  s t e p s  on  a t o e  o r  t w o ,  t o u g h .  I d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h i s  is 
g o i n g  to  h a p p e n  to o  o f t e n .

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  T h e  p r i m a r y  t h i n g  I l ik e  t o  do  
is s t a y  o u t  o f  t r o u b l e .  I f  a  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m  is 
d e v e l o p i n g  t h a t  is g o i n g  o v e r  m y  h e a d ,  I  d o  n o t  
l ik e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i t .  T h e  s a m e  q u e s t i o n  g o e s  b o t h  
w a y s .  S o m e t i m e s ,  I a m  w a t c h i n g  t h e  c a s e  a n d  I a m  
n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  h o w  to  r a i s e  t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n .
P l e a s e  b e  c a u t i o u s  t h o u g h  a b o u t  m a k i n g  a n  a u t o ­
m a t i c  a s s m p u t i o n  t h a t  I c a n n o t  t a k e  c a r e  o f  s o m e ­
b o d y ’s p o s t o p e r a t i v e  c o n g e s t i v e  h e a r t  f a i l u r e  o r  
w h a t e v e r .  F a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n s  d i f f e r  in t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  I e n c o u r a g e  
s u r g e o n s  n o t  t o  i n v o lv e  a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s t  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  f a m i ly  d o c t o r .  By t h e  s a m e  
t o k e n ,  i f  y o u  f e e l  t h a t  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  be  
d o n e ,  b r i n g  i t  u p .

S u r g e o n :  I j u s t  w a n t  to  b r i n g  u p  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
b o t h e r s  m e .  I t  is t h e  c a s e  w h e r e  a  p a t i e n t  is 
r e f e r r e d  to  m e  a n d  it  is c l e a r  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  w ill  b e  
a s s i s t i n g .  I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  a  f a m i ly  p h y s i c i a n  w o u ld  
b e  q u a l i f i e d  to  h e lp ,  b u t  I  k n o w  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
f a m i ly  p h y s i c i a n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
to  h e lp  m e  e x p e d i t i o u s l y .  I t  m a y  s lo w  t h e  c a s e  
d o w n  a n d  m a k e  i t  l e s s  s a f e .  T h o s e  a r e  t h e  s i t u a ­
t i o n s  t h a t  m a k e  m e  fee l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  T h a t ’s w h y  
I b r o u g h t  u p  t h a t  f i r s t  p o i n t  o f  l o o k in g  m o r e  in to  
t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t o  g e t  s o m e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  s p e c i ­
fic f a m i ly  p r a c t i c e  p e o p le .  D o  t h e  o t h e r  s u r g e o n s  
h e r e  h a v e  a n y  c o m m e n t s  on  t h a t ?

S u r g e o n ;  A r e  t h e r e  n o t  t h o s e  w h o  c a l l  a n d  s a y  
t h e y  w il l  r e f e r  t h e  c a s e  if t h e y  c a n  a s s i s t ?  I  t h i n k  
t h a t  is  w r o n g .  N o  m a t t e r  h o w  y o u  lo o k  a t  i t ,  t h a t  
i m p l i e s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  p u t t i n g  
s o m e t h i n g  a h e a d  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  b e s t  c a r e  f o r  t h e  
p a t i e n t .  D o e s  t h a t  2 0 %  a s s i s t a n t ’s f e e  m a k e  a  d i f f e r ­
e n c e  in  t h e  f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r ’s i n c o m e ?  I s  i t  
p e r h a p s  s o m e w h a t  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  m in d  in 
c e r t a i n  r e f e r r a l s ?

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  M a n y  y e a r s  a g o ,  i t  w a s  n o t  to  
o u r  f i n a n c ia l  a d v a n t a g e  t o  a s s i s t .  W i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  
f e e s ,  I do  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is  a n y  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  on  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  u n l e s s  u n u s u a l l y  p r o ­
lo n g e d ,  i t  is w o r t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n t ’s t i m e  f i n a n c ia l ly  
t o  b e  in t h e  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m .  I f  t h a t  f e e  is t h e  o n ly  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i t  is u n e t h i c a l .

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  O n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  
t h a t  c o m e s  u p  f o r  t h e  r e f e r r i n g  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  
a s s i s t s  a t  s u r g e r y ,  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  h is  p a r t i c u l a r  
e th i c s ,  is c h a r g i n g  f o r  s e e i n g  a t  p a t i e n t  p o s t -  
o p e r a t i v e l y  if  t h e  p a t i e n t  d id  n o t  h a v e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
n e e d  f o r  y o u r  m e d i c a l  s k i l l s  a t  t h e  s u r g e r y .  A  
n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  p o s t o p e r a t i v e ,  if  y o u r  f e e  w a s  
2 0 % ,  s u r e  d o e s n ' t  c o m e  o u t  t o o  w e l l .  I f  y o u r  sk i l ls  
w e r e  m e d i c a l l y  n e e d e d  a n d  y o u  a s s i s t e d ,  t h e n  y o u  
w o u ld  c h a r g e  fo r  t h o s e  d a y s  l ik e  a n y  o t h e r  c o n s u l ­
t a n t  c o m i n g  in .  I f  y o u  w e r e  s e e i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t  on ly  
b e c a u s e  h e  w a n t e d  y o u  t h e r e ,  m o s t  o f  u s  d o  n o t  
e n d  u p  c h a r g i n g .

S u r g e o n :  A b o u t  t h e  d o c t o r  c a l l in g  a n d  s a y i n g ,  
“ I ’ll r e f e r  t h i s  p a t i e n t  if  y o u  l e t  m e  a s s i s t . ” T h i s  
s o u n d s  l ik e  w e  a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u p p o s e d  t o  j u m p  
t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  
w i t h  t h i s .  T h a t  t h i s  g u y  w a n t s  t o  a s s i s t  b e c a u s e  he  
w a n t s  t h e  2 0 %  fe e .  I  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a n y o n e  s a y  
t h a t  t o  m e ,  b u t  h is  r e a s o n  m i g h t  v e r y  w e l l  b e  t h a t  
h e  w a n t s  t o  b e  t h e r e  t o  s e e  t h e  a n a t o m y ,  t o  c o r r e ­
l a t e  t h i s  w i t h  h i s  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
p a t i e n t  a l t e r w a r d s ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  s e v e r a l  
t im e s .  T h a t  is w h y  h e  w a n t s  t o  b e  t h e r e .  E v e n  
t h o u g h  i t  s o u n d s  b l u n t  w h e n  y o u  s a y  i t ,  h e  m i g h t  
v e r y  w e l l  c h o o s e  a  s u r g e o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h o m  
h e  c a n  c o m e  a n d  a s s i s t .  F o r  t h e  v e r y  g o o d  r e a s o n s  
m e n t i o n e d ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  h e  is  e a g e r  f o r  t h e  d o l la r .

F r o m  t h e  F lo o r :  I  a m  a n  a n e s t h e s i o l o g i s t  a n d  w e  
s e e  t h i n g s  f r o m  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  W e  
do  n o t  d e p e n d  on  r e f e r r a l s  f r o m  t h e  f a m i l y  p r a c t i ­
t i o n e r ,  n o r  d o  w e  h a v e  t o  b e  v e r y  p o l i t e  t o  t h e m  
f o r  f e a r  t h e y  w o n ’t  r e f e r  t o  u s  a g a i n .  W i t h  t h a t  a s  
a  p r e f a c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  t h i n g s  I w o u l d  l ik e  t o
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m e n t i o n  t h a t  j u s t  r e f e r  to  e th i c s  a n d  c o m m o n  
s e n s e .  W h e r e  I w o r k ,  t h e r e  a r e  o f f ices  v e r y  c lose  
to  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m  a n d  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c an  r u n  in 
l a t e ,  r u n  o u t  e a r l y ,  a n d  s t i l l  n o t  m is s  o n e  b e a t  w i th  
t h e  p a t i e n t s  in h is  office  a n d  s t i l l  c h a r g e  v e r y  
n ice ly  fo r  i t .  I do  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  is r i g h t .

A s  f a r  a s  t h e  t e c h n ic a l  a s p e c t s ,  t o d a y  a t  t h e  e n d  
of a  c a s e ,  t h e  n u r s e s  h a v e  to  c o u n t  e v e r y t h i n g .  
T h e y  c o u n t  s p o n g e s ,  n e e d le s ,  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a s s i s ­
t a n t s ,  p a t i e n t s .  T h e y  c o u n t  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e y  h a v e  
to  do  t h a t  a t  t h e  e n d  of a c a se .  I f  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
t a k e s  off b e f o re  t h a t  is d o n e ,  t h e n  t h e y  h a v e  to  
a s s i s t ,  t h e y  a ls o  h a v e  to  c o u n t  a n d  t h i s  is w h e r e  
e r r o r s  a r e  m a d e .  I t h in k  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  sh o u ld  be  
t h e r e  on  t im e  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e y  sh o u ld  be  t h e r e  
u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c ase .  T h e y  o w e  t h a t  t o  t h e  
p a t i e n t  w h o  is u n d e r  m y  a n e s th e t i c .  T h a n k  you.

F a m i l y  P h y s ic i a n :  I  t h in k  t h a t  w h a t  w e  a r e  
t o u c h i n g  u p o n  is t h a t  o t h e r  “ h a lf  a  p e r c e n t , ” o r  
w h a t e v e r  i t  is, a n d  as  a  fa m i ly  p h y s i c ia n  I am  c o n ­
c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h a t .  I im a g in e  t h e r e  p r o b a b ly  a r e  
p h y s i c ia n s  w h o  do  t h in g s  t h a t  w e  all  a g r e e  a r e  
i m p r o p e r  a n d  p r o b a b ly  t h e y  w o u ld  a g r e e  t h a t  i t  
w a s  i m p r o p e r  if  y o u  a s k e d  th e m .  H o w  do w e  d e a l  
w i t h  t h a t ?

P anelis ts  included Ileft to r ight) Drs. S ta n  Tuell, Bob 
Ferguson, and D o n  Keith .

Q u e s t io n :  I s  i t  u n e th i c a l  a n d  d e t r i m e n t a l  to th e  
p a t i e n t ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  to r e f e r  o n l y  to s u r g e o n s  
w h o  l e t  t h e  f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r  p a r t i c i p a t e ?  D o e s  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  o f  F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  
a n  o f f ic ia l  p o s i t i o n  on  t h a t  i s s u e  o r  a n y  o f  the  
t h in g s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o u c h e d  u p o n  t o n ig h t?

F a m i l y  P h y s i c i a n :  I t  c e r t a i n l y  w o u ld  be  a 
p r o b l e m .  T h e  p h y s i c ia n  w h o  s a y s  “I wil l  r e f e r  to

Physicians Insurance Report
W e  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  o v e r  1 ,000 p o l i c y h o l d e r s  a n d  

w e  wil l  e v e n t u a l l y  c o l le c t  p r e m i u m s  o f  $7.7 m il l ion  
d o l l a r s  f o r  i n s u r a n c e  w r i t t e n  in 1982.

W e ’r e  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  s ize ,  s c o p e  a n d  f in a n c ia l  
s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y .  W e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  60 s u i t s  
wil l  b e  t h e  n u m b e r  w e  e v e n t u a l l y  e x p e c t  t o  r e c e i v e  
f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  in  1982. W e  k n o w ,  b a s e d  on  
h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  a b o u t  1 8 %  of  t h o s e  sh o u ld  be  f i led  t h i s  
y e a r .  I  a m  p l e a s e d  to  a n n o u n c e  to  y o u  t h a t  a s  of  
S e p t e m b e r  14 n o t  o n e  s u i t  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  a n d  
t h a t ’s a c r e d i t  to  e v e r y  o n e  o f  you .

H o w  c o m e ?  B e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t i v e  
a n d  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  p r a c t i c i n g  g o o d  m e d ic in e .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  h a d  t o  f o r m a l ly  d e c l in e  c o v e r a g e  
t o  a b o u t  13 p h y s i c ia n s .  W e  t u r n e d  a w a y  a b o u t  
a n o t h e r  20 a n d  s a id  i t  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  b e  in y o u r  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  if  y o u  d o n ’t  a p p ly .

W e ’r e  d e l i v e r i n g  w h a t  y o u  w a n t e d  — a h a r d  n o s e d ,  
h a r d  d r i v i n g  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  p h y s i ­
c ia n s '  n e e d s  a n d  w o r k i n g  to  r e d u c e  y o u r  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  l ia b i l i ty  c o s ts .

O u r  r e i n s u r a n c e  is so l id ;  t h e y ’r e  v e r y  h a p p y  w i t h  
us .  A s  y o u  m a y  r e c a l l ,  G e n e r a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o r p o r ­
a t i o n  is  o u r  r e i n s u r e r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  in t h is  c o u n t r y .

F o r  1983, w e  h a v e  f i led  a  r a t e  i n c r e a s e  w h ic h  h a s  
n o t  y e t  b e e n  a p p r o v e d .  I  t h i n k  y o u  will  r e c a l l  o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c a r r i e r  h a s  h i t  y o u  
w i t h  i n c r e a s e s  o f  2 5 % ,  1 5 %  a n d  2 2 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
o r  s o m e t h i n g  in t h a t  a r e a .  W e  h a v e  f i led  f o r  a  r a t e  
i n c r e a s e  of 7 .5 %  a n d  fee l  v e r y ,  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  
w i t h  i t .  R e c o g n iz e  i t  fo r  w h a t  i t  is — o u r  b e s t  g u e s s  
o f  w h a t  n e x t  y e a r  is g o in g  to  be.

W e  h a v e  a ls o  f i led  s o m e  r a t e  c la s s i f i c a t io n  
c h a n g e s  b a s e d ,  a s  w e  to ld  y o u  w e  w o u ld ,  on  p h y s i ­
c ian  i n p u t .  W e  s a id ,  “ D o c to r s ,  w h e r e  do  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  c o m e  f r o m .” Y ou  h a v e  to ld  us  a n d  w e  h a v e  
m a d e  s o m e  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  w il l  be  fo r m a l ly  
a n n o u n c e d  s h o r t l y .

I f  y o u  w o u ld  l ik e  a  p ro f i le  o f  t h e  p o l i c y h o l d e r s  of 
t h e  c o m p a n y  — t h e i r  s p e c i a l t y ,  c l a s s e s ,  l im i t s ,  a n d  
w h a t  w e  a r e  d o in g ,  w e  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  to  s e n d  y o u  
t h a t  i n f o r m a t io n .  O u r  to l l - f r e e  n u m b e r  is 1-800-732- 
1148.

T e d L i n h a m ,  P r e s i d e n t  
P h y s i c i a n s  I n s u r a n c e
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you only if I am allowed to  a s s is t ,” is th a t  bad or 
good? Is it rea lly  an economic th ing, or does he 
have o th e r  reasons?  I t  becomes im p o r ta n t  for 
su rgeons  and th e i r  r e f e r r in g  physicians to  u n d e r ­
s tand  each o th e r  and to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  the 
su rg eo n  w a n ts  to  do in the  case and w hen  cases 
are  complex. If  a re fe r r in g  physician insis ts  on 
being  th e re  and his reason  is economic, th a t  is bad 
m edical p rac tice  and I would question  the  eth ics of 
th a t .  But I am not so very  su re  th e re  a re  very  
many of those  kinds of physicians.

The position of the  A m erican  A cadem y of 
Fam ily  P hysic ians is th a t  people should be allowed 
to do those  th in g s  they  are  tra in ed  for.

Dr. Roller:  We obviously did not solve e v e ry ­
th ing  tonight.  W e touched  on surgical pr ivileges 
for th e  ass is tan t ,  and th a n k s  to our anes thes io lo ­
gist , the se  pr iv ileges  would mean com plete  ass is ­
tance. W e explored  coming up w ith  a list of o p e ra ­
tions th a t  do not r eq u ire  assistance. We ta lked  
abou t choosing a surgeon, good care, com petency, 
the  ability to com m unicate with  the  family, and fees. 
Thank  you very  much.

PUGET SOUND 
MEDICAL BUILDING

Space Available

408 South "K" Street 
Tacoma, Washington 98405 

(206) 272-7055

All improvements are in and ready for 
occupancy. Located across street 
from Tacoma General Hospital, Mary 
Bridge Children's Hospital.

“Below Competitive Rates”

Rate includes:
Utilities and Janitorial services.

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

IRADKJFWCEOFTOCOMA
. . . #1 in radio

O ther  program  part ic ipan ts  (left to right! included  
pane lis ts  Drs. Gordon K la t t ,  R ichard  H aw kins ,  and D ick  
H offm e is ter ,  and m o d e ra to r  Dr. Gil Roller.

paging. Your own personal beeper 
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose. 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
H — ‘N  SERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . r--rr\  n r r n  
or both, 24 hours a day. O I  ^ “ ^ O O U

L /F E L /A /E E m e r g e n c y
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, O Q O  o /->Q Q
24 hours a day. o 0 0 " O t 0 0
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Guest Editorial 

THE PHYSICIAN AS ADVOCATE

T h e  p o o r ,  a h ,  t h e  p o o r  t h a t  a r e  e v e r  w i t h  u s ,  t h e  
d e s e r v i n g  p o o r  a n d  u n d e s e r v i n g ;  t h e  n e w  p o o r  a n d  
t h e  o ld  p o o r ;  t h e  m e d i c a l ly  p o o r  a n d  t h e  t e c h n o l o ­
g i c a l ly  p o o r ;  t h e  t r a n s i e n t  p o o r  a n d  t h e  r e f u g e e  
p o o r ;  t h e  M e d i c a id ,  t h e  M e d i c a r e ,  t h e  M e d i c h e c k  
a n d  t h e  w e l f a r e  p o o r ;  a l s o ,  n o t  t o  be  f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e  
p o o r  in  s p i r i t .  P h y s i c i a n s  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  m y r i a d  of 
p o o r  in g r o u p s ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d  a lo n e ,  in o f f ice s ,  c l in ics ,  
h o s p i t a l s  a n d  n u r s i n g  h o m e s ,  a n d  w h a t  a r e  w e  t o  do?  
W i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e t r e a t i n g  f r o m  i t s  f o r m e r  
p o l i c y  o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e r e  is a n  a v a l a n c h e  
o f  m e d i c a l l y  p o o r .  W h a t  is o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?

T h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a s  m a n y  w a y s  fo r  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l ly  
p o o r  a s  t h e r e  a r e  p o o r  p e o p le .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  o u r  
d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p o o r  s h o u l d  s t a r t  w i t h  o u r  
d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a ll  p a t i e n t s :  (1) t o  a p p y  o u r  
s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  to  r e m o v e  p a in ,  a n d  (2) to  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  w h ic h  w e  g i v e  
m e a n i n g  to  t h e  p a t i e n t ’s s u f f e r i n g .  O u t  o f  t h e s e  t w o  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f low  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  
a c t i o n s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  q u a l i t y  m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t .  
W h e n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  p o o r ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  a r e  o f t e n  
r e m a r k a b l y  a d e p t  a t  t h e  f o r m e r  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  
s lo w  a t  t h e  l a t t e r .

Preserve Their D ignity
A n  e a s y  m i s t a k e  fo r  a n y  p h y s i c i a n  t o  m a k e  w h e n  

t r e a t i n g  a  p o o r  p a t i e n t  (I d e t e s t  i n d i g e n t  a s  a  m e a ly -  
m o u t h  w o r d )  is t o  t h i n k  h e  c a n  r e m o v e  t h e  p a in  
w i t h o u t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s u f f e r i n g .  P e r h a p s  t h e  
m o s t  u n d e n i a b l e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  
m e d i c a l ly  p o o r  is f o u n d  in  t h e  p r o u d  b u t  u n e m p l o y e d  
m a n  w h o  b r i n g s  h i s  s i c k  c h i ld  f o r  a  t r e a t m e n t  he  
c a n n o t  p a y  fo r .  W e  a ll  k n o w  t h e  t w i n g e  t h a t  c o m e s  
w i t h  r e c o g n i z i n g  h i s  p l i g h t .  P r e s e r v i n g  h is  s e n s e  of 
d i g n i t y  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  a r t  of  m e d i c in e  a n d  c a n  s e r v e  a s  
a m o d e l  fo r  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o f e s s i o n ’s r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  
p o o r .

B u t  t h e n  a h o s t  o f  v o i c e s  c l a m o r s  w i t h  e x a m p l e s  of 
t h e  u n d e s e r v i n g  p o o r ,  c i t i n g  t h e i r  m i s s e d  a p p o i n t ­

m e n t s ,  p e r s o n a l  n e g l e c t ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  i n g r a t i t u d e ,  a n d  
s o m e t i m e s ,  i n s o l e n c e .  T h e  v o ic e s  a s k  w h e t h e r  p h y s i ­
c ia n s  a r e  t o  s e r v e  t h e s e  u n d e s e r v i n g  p a t i e n t s  a s  
w e l l .  T h e  a n s w e r ,  o l d e r  t h a n  H i p p o c r a t e s ,  is “ y e s , ” 
e v e n  if t h e r e  is  a  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o r  t w o .  T h e  a n s w e r  
h a s  t o  b e  “ y e s ” if  w e  a r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n .

T h e  c u r i o u s  f a c t  is t h a t  t h e  u n d e s e r v i n g  p o o r  a r e  
a  l i t m u s ,  a  r a d i o a c t i v e  t r a c e r ,  s e a r c h i n g  o u t  t h e  
r e a l  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  p h y s i c i a n  t o  u s e  t h e  a r t  o f  m e d i c i n e  in  g i v i n g  
m e a n i n g  t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  p a t i e n t s .  T o  b e g i n  w i t h ,  
t h e  p o o r  h a v e  no  m o n o p o ly  o n  i n d o le n c e ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  
i n s o l e n c e  a n d  s e l f - in f l i c t e d  d i s e a s e .  I n  m y  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h o s e  “ u n d e s e r v i n g ” t r a i t s  h a v e  b e e n  
f o u n d  in  e v e r y  c la s s  o f  s o c i e t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  is 
t h e  w e a l t h y  m a t r o n  w h o  p a y s  h e r  bill ,  y e t  is  t h e  
b a n e  of a  b u s y  p h y s i c i a n  w i t h  h e r  p e r s i s t e n t  h y p o ­
c h o n d r i a c a l  c o m p l a i n t s .  S h e  o f t e n  is b e l i e v e d  to  be  
u n d e s e r v i n g  a n d  is l a b e l e d  a " c r o c k . ” W h a t  t h e  p o o r  
p r o u d  m a n  h a s  a n d  w h a t  t h e  w e a l t h y  m a t r o n  l a c k s  — 
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  d e s e r v i n g  a n d  
u n d e s e r v i n g — is s i m p l y  t h a t  w i t h  d e s e r v i n g  
p a t i e n t s  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  p a in ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  u n d e s e r v i n g  h e  is o n ly  
p r e p a r e d  to  s e e  t h e  p a in .

The G reatest Gift
M o r e  t h a n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  r i c h  a n d  p o o r ,  

t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
d e s e r v i n g  a n d  u n d e s e r v i n g  p a t i e n t s  is  t h e  k e y  to  
m e e t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  f a c e s .  
O n c e  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  
m e d i c a l l y  p o o r  is f i r m l y  in  p l a c e ,  w e  c a n  t h e n  g i v e  
t h e m  o u r  g r e a t e s t  g i f t ,  w e  c a n  a s s u m e  o u r  r o l e  a s  
t h e i r  a r t i c u l a t e  a d v o c a t e s .

T r e a t i n g  p o o r  p e o p l e ,  a s  a n y  p r a c t i t i o n e r  c a n  
a t t e s t ,  t a k e s  m o r e  t i m e ,  n o t  l e s s ,  t h a n  t r e a t i n g  se lf-  
s u f l i c i e n t  p a t i e n t s .  T h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  p o o r  is  m o r e  
c o m p l e x ,  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  a n d  o f t e n  
h i d d e n  b e h i n d  a  f o r e i g n  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d .  
S p e n d i n g  m o r e  t i m e ,  t h e  p h y s i c i a n ' s  i n c o m e  s u f f e r s ;
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m o r e  is g o in g  o u t  a n d  le s s  is c o m in g  in. In  t h is  b ind  
he  is t e m p t e d  e i t h e r  t o  s p e e d  u p  t h e  flow o f  p a t i e n t s  
o r ,  b y  r a i s i n g  h is  fees ,  to  s h i f t  t h e  b u r d e n  to  his 
p a y i n g  p a t i e n t s .  I f  he  s e r v e s  t h e  p o o r  w e l l ,  a n d  lie 
s h o u ld ,  h e  b e c o m e s  p o o r e r  in t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h o u g h  
n e v e r  p o o r .

A  w is e  a n d  a n c i e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  a 
m a n  w h o  g iv e s  a w a y  10 p e r c e n t  of  his in c o m e  t i t h e s ,  
20 p e r c e n t  a n d  h e  is g e n e r o u s ,  30 p e r c e n t  a n d  he  is 
in  n e e d  of c h a r i t y  fo r  h im se l f .  A c o n c e r n e d  p h y s i c ia n  
w h o  s e e s  h is  c a r e  of  t h e  p o o r  a m o u n t i n g  to  m o r e  
t h a n  20 p e r c e n t  of h is  p r a c t i c e  h a s  r e a s o n  to  s to p  
a n d  t h in k ,  w h a t  a m  I to  do? T h e  a n s w e r  fo r  s o m e  is, 
“ D a m m i t ,  if  w e  g iv e  t o  t h e  p o o r ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
wil l  n e v e r  c a r r y  i t s  s h a r e .  So  l e t  t h e  p o o r  go  e l s e ­
w h e r e . ” F o r  o t h e r s ,  t h e  a n s w e r  l ies in a n  a p p r e ­
c ia t io n  t h a t  t h e  s u f f e r in g  of t h e  p o o r  n e e d s  a 
g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a n  t h e  p h y s i c ia n  is a b le  to  
g iv e  a n d  so  h e  f i n d s  h im s e l f  m a t u r i n g  i n to  an  
a d v o c a t e  o f  t h e  p o o r .  L o n g  a g o  R u d o l f  V i rc h o w  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  is a  n e c e s s a r y  ro le  fo r  a 
p h y s i c ia n :  “ P h y s i c i a n s  a r e  t h e  n a t u r a l  a t t o r n e y s  of 
t h e  p o o r ,  a n d  so c ia l  p r o b l e m s  fall  to  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  
w i t h in  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n . ” T h u s ,  t h e  p h y s i c ia n  
e v o lv e s  i n to  s o m e o n e  w h o  s e c u r e s  h e lp  r a t h e r  t h a n  
g i v in g  i t  d i r e c t l y  fo r  he  b e s t  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  
d y n a m i c  so c ia l  f o r c e s  t h a t  lie b e h in d  t h e  s u f f e r in g .

Help Others Understand
T h e  a d v o c a t e ’s ro le  cal ls  fo r  t h e  p h y s ic ia n  in p r o ­

f e s s io n a l  a n d  p u b l ic  f o r u m s ,  a t  local,  s t a t e  a n d  
n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  to  d e s c r i b e  c le a r ly  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  
m e d ic a l ly  p o o r  a n d  t o  p o i n t  t o  p o s s ib le  so lu t io n s  for 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o n s id e r .  In  a c t i n g  a s  a d v o c a t e  
t h e  p h y s i c i a n  m u s t  c o n t in u a l ly  d e t a i l  t h e  spec if ic  
n e e d s ,  m e a s u r e d  s o m e t i m e s  in d o l la r s ,  a lw a y s  in 
h u m a n  s u f f e r in g ,  fo r  no  o n e  e ls e  c a n  v o ice  t h e  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p a in  a n d  s u f f e r in g  a s  w e l l  a s  a 
p h y s i c ia n .  A lso ,  he  m u s t  c o n t in u a l ly  a d d r e s s  t h e  
c o m m o n  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  t h e  p o o r  “ h a v e  m a d e  t h e i r  
b e d  a n d  n o w  t h e y  c a n  lie in i t . ” H e  m u s t  w o r k  w i th  
t h e  e a s y  c o n fu s io n  p e o p le  h a v e  in c o n v e r t i n g  a  soc ia l  
p r o b l e m  i n to  a  m o r a l  one .

W h e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  d i r e c t l y ,  a t  a  h o s p i t a l  
c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g ,  on  t h e  f loo r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  o r  a  c o c k ta i l  p a r t y ,  p h y s i c ia n s  h a v e  a n  e n d le s s

October 1982

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  
p o o r  a n d  h e lp in g  o t h e r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  it.  T h e  
c h a r i t y  of  a d v o c a c y  c an  n e v e r  b e c o m e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
g e n e r o u s  a c t s ,  b u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  r e m a i n  t h e  q u i e t  
u n q u e s t i o n e d  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  p o o r  p la c e  w i t h  t h e  
m e d ic a l  p r o f e s s io n .  O u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e m a i n s  to  
s e r v e  t h e  p o o r ,  all  t h e  p o o r ,  in e v e r y  w a y  a n d  
r e s t o r e  t h e i r  d i g n i t y  a s  fe l low  h u m a n  b e in g s .

R a l p h  C ra sh a w ,  M D

R e p r in te d  c o u r te s y  o f T h e  I n te r n i s t ,  J u ly - A u g u s t ,  1982, th e  
m a g a z in e  of th e  A m e r ic a n  S o c ie ty  of I n te r n a l  M ed ic in e .
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UNTANGLING 
THE COMPUTER QUANDRY

“Iu n d e rs ta n d  that com puters  have rapidly  
become a fa c t  of business life in the medical prac­
tice. B u t how should I  g e t  s ta r ted ?  W hat kind of  
automation is r igh t f o r  m y  practice.  ”

The la s t  five y e a rs  have w itnessed  a ve r i tab le  
co m p u te r  technology explosion. Choices of 
c om pu te rs  and com puting  sys tem s  offered for physi­
cians seem ingly  increase  on a daily basis. How does 
the  physician know which, if any, m ethod  is r ig h t  for 
his or her  specific practice?

U nfo r tuna te ly ,  as the  num ber  of offerings and 
se lections has increased ,  so has th e  com plexity  and 
difficulty of m aking  an in te l l igen t and successful 
com pu te r  decision.

This a r t ic le  a t te m p ts  to  provide some useful 
guidelines. In par t icu la r ,  th e re  a re  some im p o r ta n t  
concepts  to u n d e rs ta n d  before se lec ting  th e  broad 
approach  to  com puting  —service  bureau , on-line 
t im e-sharing,  or in-house —t h a t ’s r ig h t  for each 
individual s ituation .

The inc reas ing  num ber  of choices has generally  
been a posit ive force, b r ing ing  the  very  real benefits  
of au tom ation  to  more medical p ractices .  The r igh t  
com pu te r  sy s tem  can help im prove cash flow, 
s t r e n g th e n  a p rac t ice ’s finances, offer b e t te r  p a t ie n t  
service, free  up doctor  and s ta ff  time, and allow 
office s ta ff  to  concen tra te  more on m a t te r s  
req u ir in g  the  human touch.

Improved Cash Flow
Any com puter ized  sy s tem  helps increase  collec­

tion ra te ,  s t r e n g th e n in g  the  p rac t ice ’s financial well­
being. Typically, the  professional-looking s t a t e ­
m ents ,  cons is ten t  billing dates ,  and collection tools 
p rovided by a com puterized  sy s tem  enable medical 
p rac tices  and clinics to  collect from a g r e a te r  p e r ­
cen tage  of p a t ien ts  billed each month. Checks 
a re  genera lly  built into the  sys tem  to en su re  th a t  all 
charges  a re  billed in the  p ro p e r  am ounts  th rough  
t rac k in g  and contro l of all charge  slips or fee t ickets .

C om puter ized  sy s te m s  also speed  up collections 
by sh o r ten in g  th e  t im e th a t  e lapses  be tw e en  the  
p a t i e n t ’s t r e a tm e n t  and  billing d a te ,  and by 
h as ten in g  th e  p a y m e n ts  from both  p a t ien ts  and 
th i rd -p a r ty  agencies. W ith  fa s te r  collections, 
accounts  rece ivab le  can be red u ced  while production 
rem a ins  c o n s tan t  or even  increases .

T h e re  a re  th r e e  w ays to  obta in  the  benefits  of 
com puter ized  accounting. T hey  are:

Service Bureaus (“Batch Services”)
Many p rac tices  find a c o m p u te r  se rv ice  bu reau  

prov ides  a conven ien t  way to a u to m a te  accounting 
p rocedures .  P ra c t ice  reco rd s  a re  periodically  
“b a tc h e d ” and se n t  in a pouch to the  se rv ice  bureau. 
T h e re  they  a re  e n te re d  into th e  co m p u te r  which 
p roduces  the  billing and financial and p rac tice  
analysis  s ta te m e n ts .  T h e re  is no com pu te r  “h a rd ­
w a re ” in the  docto r 's  office.

On Line (Time Sharing} System s
An on-line sy s te m  in th e  d o c to r ’s office consists  of 

one or m ore  co m p u te r  te rm in a ls  connected  by te le ­
phone lines to  a hos t  co m p u te r  to  p rov ide  a 
“w indow ” for e n te r in g  d a ta  or m aking  inquiries.

C us tom er  fees a re  genera lly  based  on tim e and 
serv ices  used. Optional equ ipm ent ,  including a 
p r in te r  and a w ork-process ing  unit,  may be available 
to  au g m e n t  the  basic sys tem .

In-House Computers
Not long ago, in-house co m p u te rs  w ere  out of the 

ques tion  for m os t  doctors .  T hey  w ere  too expensive, 
and re q u ire d  far m ore e x p e r t i s e  and persona l  
invo lvem ent than  a medical clinic or g roup  practice 
could just ify .

In a very  s h o r t  t im e all t h a t  has changed . The 
ongoing revolu t ion  in elec tron ic  technology has 
p roduced  a whole new g en e ra t io n  of m in icom puters .  
Sm aller  and  m ore  com pact th a n  ea r l ie r  models, they 
no longer r e q u ire  specia l facilities or  specially-
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t r a i n e d  o p e r a t o r s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e r s  to  o p e r a t e  
t h e m .  T o d a y ’s i n -h o u se  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m s  will  
in c lu d e  o n e  o r  m o r e  t e r m i n a l s  a n d  p r i n t e r s ,  d i sk  
s t o r a g e  a n d  c e n t r a l  p r o c e s s i n g  u n i t  (“ C P U ” — t h e  
“ b r a i n s "  o f  t h e  o p e r a t io n ) .  A n  in -h o u se  s y s t e m  is 
r e l a t i v e l y  i n e x p e n s i v e  t o  o w n  a n d  m a i n t a i n ,  p u t t i n g  
i t  w i t h in  r e a s o n a b l e  r a n g e  of a b u s y  m ed ic a l  p r a c t i c e  
o r  clinic.

T h e r e  is a v e r y  g o o d  r e a s o n  w h y  s u c h  a r a n g e  of 
o p t io n s  e x i s t s :  t h e r e  is no  s in g le  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  will 
be  r i g h t  fo r  e v e r y  p r a c t i c e .

Service Bureau: A Practical 
Option for the Small Practice

M a n y  p r a c t i c e s  h a v e  fo u n d  t h e  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  
t h e i r  m o s t  p r a c t i c a l  o p t io n .  U s u a l ly  t h e  m o s t  cost-  
e f f e c t i v e  s o lu t io n  fo r  t h e  sm a l l  p r a c t i c e ,  th is  
a p p r o a c h  r e q u i r e s  l o w e s t  m o n th l y  c o s t  w i th  l i t t l e  if 
a n y  in i t ia l  i n v e s t m e n t .  T h e r e  is no e q u i p m e n t  in t h e  
d o c t o r ’s off ice  b e c a u s e  t h e  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  d o e s  all 
d a t a  e n t r y  a n d  p r o c e s s in g .

S o m e  i n n o v a t i v e  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  
b e g u n  o f f e r i n g  o n e -w a y  d a t a  e n t r y  e q u i p m e n t  as 
p a r t  of  t h e i r  s e r v i c e ,  e n a b l i n g  y o u r  office  s t a f f  to 
e n t e r  t h e  d a t a  on  d i s k e t t e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  t h e n  s e n t  to  
t h e  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  fo r  p r o c e s s i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  
s e n d i n g  loose  f o r m s .  T h is  o n e -w a y  e q u i p m e n t  a l lo w s  
d a t a  e n t r y  on ly ;  i t  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  i n q u i ry .

A n o t h e r  a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  
a p p r o a c h  is t h a t  l i t t l e  o r  no s t a f f  t r a i n i n g  is 
r e q u i r e d .  Y o u  d e l e g a t e  t h e  c o m p u t i n g  w o r k  to  t h e  
c e n t e r .  Y o u r  s t a f f  wil l  fill o u t  d a t a  e n t r y  fo r m s ,  o r  
k e y  i n f o r m a t io n  o n t o  d i s k e t t e s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  w o u ld  
u se  a  t y p e w r i t e r .

A d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  fo r  t h e  office  u s in g  
a  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  a r e  m in im a l .  A t  m o s t ,  a d a t a  e n t r y  
t e r m i n a l  w o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d ;  t h e r e  m a y  be  no h a r d ­
w a r e  a t  all . In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  m o n th l y  b i l l in g  s t a t e ­
m e n t s ,  t h e  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  p r e p a r e s  e x t e n s i v e  
r e p o r t s  d e a l i n g  w i th  b o th  t h e  f in an c ia l  h e a l t h  of t h e  
p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  w i t h  p r a c t i c e  a n a ly s i s .

F in a l ly ,  a  s e r v i c e  b u r e a u  is a  goo d  t e s t  a p p r o a c h  
fo r  t h e  p h y s i c ia n  t r y i n g  to  d e c id e  w h e t h e r  a u t o m a ­
t io n  is r i g h t  fo r  h is  o r  h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  p r a c t i c e .  W i th  
o n ly  a  b a s i c  fee ,  t h e r e  is no  lo n g  t e r m  c o m m i t m e n t  
m a d e ,  a n d  m in im a l  r i s k  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d .

On-Line (Time Sharing): Benefit 
of Owning Your Own Computer 
with Minimal Investment

F o r  m a n y  p r a c t i c e s  a n  on-l ine  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e s  
t h e  b e s t  of  b o t h  w o r l d s :  a c c e s s  to  a  p o w e r f u l ,  f a s t  
m e d ic a l  i n f o r m a t io n  s y s t e m  to  p r o v i d e  t h e  v a lu a b l e  
d e c i s io n - m a k in g  s u p p o r t  of a n  in -h o u se  c o m p u t e r ,  
w i t h o u t  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n v o lv e d  in o w n i n g  o n e .  O n e  
o r  m o r e  c o m p u t e r  t e r m i n a l s ,  c o n n e c t e d  by  
t e l e p h o n e  l in e s  to  a h o s t  c o m p u t e r ,  wil l  be  l o c a t e d  in 
t h e  d o c to r ' s  office  t o  p r o v i d e  a “w i n d o w "  for 
e n t e r i n g  d a t a  o r  m a k i n g  i n q u i r i e s  w h i le  t h e  s y s t e m  
is a c tu a l ly  c o n n e c t e d  to  t h e  h o s t  c o m p u t e r .

I t ’s a s im p le  m a t t e r  fo r  y o u r  s t a f f  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  
p a t i e n t ,  p o s t  c h a r g e s  a n d  m a k e  a c c o u n t  i n q u i r i e s  in 
a  m a t t e r  of  s e c o n d s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  is a lw a y s  c u r r e n t .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n v e s t m e n t  o p t io n s  a v a i l a b l e  
fo r  p u t t i n g  a n  on-l ine  s y s t e m  in y o u r  o ffice ,  v a r y i n g  
f ro m  r e n t a l  to  l e a s e  t o  p u r c h a s e .  In  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  
in t ia l  i n v e s t m e n t  will  b e  low.

A n  o p t io n a l  p r i n t e r  a n d  a w o r d  p r o c e s s i n g  u n i t  
m a y  be  a v a i l a b l e  w i th  s o m e  s y s t e m s ,  a l l o w in g  y o u  to  
p r i n t  o u t  i n f o r m a t io n  b e in g  c a l led  up  on  t h e  t e r ­
m in a l .  A few  s y s t e m s  a ls o  a l lo w  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of 
an  o p t io n a l  m i c r o c o m p u t e r  fo r  t h e  t e r m i n a l  w h ic h ,  
w i th  t h e  o p t io n a l  p r i n t e r ,  a l lo w  y o u  to  p r o d u c e  
t y p e d  m e d ic a l  d i c t a t i o n  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  a n d  to  
h a n d le  y o u r  o v e r a l l  office  a c c o u n t i n g  in o n e  s o p h i s ­
t i c a t e d  s p a c e - s a v i n g  s y s t e m  lo c a t e d  in y o u r  o w n  
office.

T h e  l a t t e r  o p t io n  m a y  a ls o  m a k e  i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  
y o u  to  t a p  i n to  a n a t i o n w i d e  c o m p u t e r  d a t a  n e t w o r k  
t h a t  g iv e s  y o u  a v a lu a b le  r e s o u r c e  fo r  m e d ic a l ly -  
o r i e n t e d  i n f o r m a t io n ,  n a t io n a l  a n d  b u s i n e s s  n e w s ,  
a i r l in e  s c h e d u le s ,  i n v e s t m e n t  a n a l y s e s  a n d  
c o m m o d i ty  a n d  s to c k  r e p o r t s .

Your own Computer In-House: 
Total Control for the Larger 
Group Practice or Clinic

F o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  c a n  j u s t i f y  i t,  a n  in -h o u se  
c o m p u t e r  p r o v i d e s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  in c o m p u t e r  
s e rv ic e :  i n s t a n t  r e t r i e v a l  of  p a t i e n t  d a t a  a n d  
p r a c t i c e  i n f o r m a t io n ;  e a s i e s t  p a t i e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
a n d  i m m e d i a t e  a c c e s s  t o  it; m a x i m u m  s e c u r i t y ;  a n d
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b i l l i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  in -h o u se .
Y o u r  o w n  i n - h o u s e  c o m p u t e r  g i v e s  y o u  t o t a l  

c o n t r o l .  N o t h i n g  l e a v e s  y o u r  o f f ice .  Y o u  e s t a b l i s h  
y o u r  o w n  c u t o f f  a n d  b i l l i n g  d a t e s ,  s c h e d u l i n g  w o r k  
to  f i t  y o u r  p r a c t i c e  s c h e d u l e  a n d  g e n e r a t i n g  r e p o r t s  
a s  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e r e  a r e  no  r e g u l a r  m o n t h l y  c h a r g e s ,  
b e y o n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d  b y  i n v e s t i n g  in 
t h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  a s s e t ,  y o u  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h e  1982 
t a x  l a w  f o r  A c c e l e r a t e d  C o s t  R e c o v e r y  S y s t e m  
( d e p r e c i a t i o n )  b e n e f i t s .

A n  i n - h o u s e  s y s t e m  is g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  c o s t  
e f f i c i e n t  if  i t  g e n e r a t e s  s u f f i c i e n t  d o l l a r  s a v i n g s  t o  
o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  — w h e t h e r  t h e  s y s t e m  is 
b e i n g  p u r c h a s e d  o r  l e a s e d .  W h i l e  i t ’s  d i f f i c u l t  to  
g e n e r a l i z e  in d o l l a r  v o l u m e  t e r m s ,  a  3- o r  4 - d o c to r  
p r a c t i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  if  i t ’s  g r o w i n g  r a p i d l y  o r  
c o n s i d e r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  o f f ice  s t a f f ,  m a y  w e l l  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  i n - h o u s e  c o m p u t e r  o p t io n .  W h i l e  a n  in - h o u s e  
c o m p u t e r  is u n l i k e l y  t o  r e p l a c e  o f f ice  s t a f f ,  it m a y  
m e a n  e x i s t i n g  m e m b e r s  c o u ld  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  
m o r e  s a t i s f y i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

A  h ig h - v o lu m e  o n e -  o r  t w o - d o c t o r  p r a c t i c e ,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  o n e  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  g r o w t h  p r o s p e c t s ,  o r  a 
c l in ic  w i t h  “ s a t e l l i t e ” c l in ic s  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  g o o d  in- 
h o u s e  c a n d i d a t e s .

S p e c i f i c a l ly ,  i f  y o u  r e q u i r e  t h e  f u l l e s t  m e a s u r e  of 
a v a i l a b l e  c o m p u t i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  if  y o u r  o f f ice  
r e q u i r e s  f o u r  o r  m o r e  w o r k  s t a t i o n s ,  y o u ' r e  q u i t e  
l ik e ly  t o  f in d  a n  in - h o u s e  s y s t e m  t o  l o w e s t - c o s t  
a p p r o a c h .

W h i l e  i t ’s p o s s ib l e  to  p r o d u c e  v i r t u a l l y  a n y  in- 
h o u s e  c o m p u t i n g  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  o n - l in e  s y s t e m ,  a s  
a p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r  t h e  in - h o u s e  s y s t e m  m a y  b e  f a r  
m o r e  e c o n o m ic a l  fo r  c e r t a i n  a d v a n c e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  
P a t i e n t  s c h e d u l i n g  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c o l l e c t io n s  
f e a t u r e s ,  fo r  t w o  e x a m p l e s ,  a r e  u s u a l ly  b e s t  d o n e  on  
a n  in - h o u s e  s y s t e m .

T h e r e  i t  is:  T h e r e  is no  s i n g l e  d e c i s io n  t h a t  w il l  be  
‘‘r i g h t "  f o r  e v e r y  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  r i g h t  d e c i s io n  wil l  
d e p e n d  u p o n  y o u r  p r a c t i c e ’s u n i q u e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
Y ou  m a y  w e l l  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  r e a s o n a b l e  o p t io n .  
I t ’s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e l e c t  a  s u p p l i e r  w h o  r e s p e c t s  y o u r  
r i g h t  t o  c o n s i d e r  a ll  t h r e e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  a n d  to  d e c i d e  
on  t h e  o n e  t h a t  b e s t  f i t s  y o u r  p r a c t i c e  o b j e c t i v e s .

MAJOR ADVANTAGES OF . . .  
Service Bureaus (“Batch Services”)
1. L o w e s t  m o n t h l y  c o s t s .
2.  L i t t l e  if a n y  i n v e s t m e n t  c o s t .
3. F e w e s t  n e w  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  o f f ice  s t a f f ;  l i t t l e  

o r  n o  t r a i n i n g  n e c e s s a r y .
4. M i n i m u m  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
5. E x t e n s i v e  p r a c t i c e  r e p o r t s  a n d  p r o f i l e s .
6. N o  n e e d  to  m a k e  a  m u l t i - y e a r  d e c i s io n .

On-Line (Time-Sharing) System s
1. I n s t a n t  d a t a  r e c a l l  on  a  t e r m i n a l .

2.  I m m e d i a t e  d a t a  u p d a t e s  e n s u r e  t h a t  d a t a  is 
a l w a y s  c u r r e n t .

3. L o w  i n v e s t m e n t  c o s t .
4. M i n i m u m  s p a c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
5.  P l a c e s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h a r d w a r e  m a i n t e n ­

a n c e ,  p r i n t i n g  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a n d  “ b a c k i n g  u p ” d a t a  
o u t s i d e  t h e  p r a c t i c e .

6.  A b i l i t y  t o  t r y  i n t e r a c t i v e  c o m p u t i n g  w i t h o u t  
m a k i n g  a  m u l t i - y e a r  c o m m i t m e n t .

In-House Computers
1. I n s t a n t  d a t a  r e c a l l  on  a  t e r m i n a l .
2. I m m e d i a t e  d a t a  u p d a t e s  e n s u r e  t h a t  d a t a  is 

a l w a y s  c u r r e n t .
3. A d v a n c e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  p a t i e n t  s c h e d u l i n g  

a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  m o r e  f e a s i b l e  
a n d  e c o n o m ic a l .

4. P r a c t i c e  r e t a i n s  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  d a t a ,  w o r k  
s c h e d u l e s  a n d  m o s t  c o s t s .

5. G r e a t e s t  i n v e s t m e n t  t a x  c r e d i t  ( IT C ) a n d  d e p r e ­
c i a t i o n  ( A C R S )  t a x  b e n e f i t s .

6. U s u a l l y  m o s t  e c o n o m i c a l  w h e n  4 o r  m o r e  w o r k  
s t a t i o n s  ( t e r m i n a l s )  a r e  r e q u i r e d .

10 TIPS TO HELP YOU MAKE  
THE RIGHT COMPUTER DECISIONS:
1. B e  s u r e  t o  i n v o lv e  y o u r  o f f ice  s t a f f  e v e r y  s t e p  of 

t h e  w a y .
2. M a k e  a  l i s t  o f  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  y o u r  c o m p u t e r  

s y s t e m  to  d o  f o r  y o u .
3. G e t  a n  e x p e r t  s u r v e y  o f  y o u r  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  a n  e x ­

p e r i e n c e d  s u p p l i e r  o r  c o n s u l t a n t .
4. L o o k  f o r  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o f t w a r e  v e n d o r  — e x p e r ­

i e n c e d  in d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  — 
w h o  is f i n a n c ia l ly  s t r o n g ,  a n d  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
p r o g r a m m e r  d e d i c a t e d  t o  m e d i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

5. C h o o s e  a  g o o d  m e d i c a l  s y s t e m  t h a t ’s a l r e a d y  
a v a i l a b l e .  A v o i d  c u s t o m  p r o g r a m s  u n l e s s  y o u  a b ­
s o l u t e l y  c a n n o t  f in d  w h a t  y o u  w a n t .

6. G e t  a  s y s t e m  t h a t ’s e a s y  t o  u s e .
7. T a l k  t o  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  n o w  u s i n g  t h e  m e d ic a l  

s y s t e m  y o u ’r e  c o n s i d e r i n g .
8. S e e  t h e  s y s t e m  in a c t i o n ,  c o m p a r e  f e a t u r e s ,  a n d  

t r y  i t  o u t  w i t h  s o m e  o f  y o u r  t o u g h  p r o b l e m s .
9. S e l e c t  a  s u p p l i e r  w h o  p r o v i d e s  s t r o n g  in i t i a l  

t r a i n i n g  a n d  is  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  c o n t i n u i n g  fo l lo w -u p  
t r o u b l e  s h o o t i n g .

10. A s k  s u p p l i e r s  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  s p e c i f y  e x a c t l y  
w h a t  is t o  b e  i n c l u d e d ,  w i t h  p r i c i n g  c l e a r l y  
s p e l l e d  o u t .

B y H arry  D. T u rvey  and M u rray  A hlqu ist.  H arry
D. T u rvey  is d irec tor  of m arke t in g  and M urray
A h lqu is t  is d irec tor  of sof tw are  d ev e lo p m en t  fo r
Poorman-Douglas Corporation.

A r t ic le  r e p r in ted  cou r te sy  of  P or t lan d  Physician,
June, 1982, vol. 37, no. 26.
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St. Joseph Hospital 
and The Edwin C. Yoder Memorial Trust

Present

YODER MEMORIAL LECTURE

Friday, November 12, 1982
8:30 - 12:00

LAGERQUIST EDUCATIONAL CENTER 
2nd FLOOR

St. Joseph Hospital & Health Care Center 
1718 South “I” Street 

Tacoma, Washington 98405

COMMUNICATION COMPLIANCE & PATIENT SATISFACTION: 
The View from the Examination Table

Presen ted  by:
Scheig  & Associates 

H u m a n  R esource  Services

Speakers:

C a ro l  L. S l o m a n ,  P h .D . :  Interpersonal C o m m u n ica t io n
Bowling G reen  S ta te  University 
Bowling G reen ,  O hio

M a r k  J .  N o la n ,  P h .D . :  Interpersonal C o m m u n ica t io n
Bowling G reen  S ta te  University 
Bowling G reen ,  Ohio

C ourse Description:

This course  is designed  to assist physicians a n d  nurses  in develop ing  
their listening effectiveness. It a ssu m es  tha t  the  listening beh av io r  of 
physic ians a n d  nurses significantly influences patient  disclosure of 
re levan t  health  information.

Fo r Reservations, P lease Call

(206) 591-6767
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(Continued f ro m  page  b)

re s u l t  of eva lua tion  by a specially cons t i tu ted  
council and  s u b se q u e n t  approva l of all o th e r  fellows.

T he  Royal College of Physic ians  of E d in b u rg h  was 
es tab l ish ed  in 1681, and la s t  y ea r  ce le b ra ted  its 
t e rc e n te n a ry .

Dr. S u r in d e r j i t  S ingh has been 
e lec ted  to  th e  P rofess ional  S ta n d ­
a rd s  C om m ittee  of th e  A m erican  
Association  of E le c tro m y o g rap h y  
and E lec trod iagnosis .  He will 
se rv e  on th e  associa t ion’s 
S ta n d a rd s  C om m ittee  for the  
1982-83 te rm .  Dr. S ingh is a diplo- 
m a te  of th e  A m erican  Board  of Physica l Medicine 
and R ehab i l i ta t ion  and is a m em b er  of th e  A m erican  
A ssocia tion  of E lec t ro m y o g rap h y  and 
E lec trod iagnosis .

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recommend with confidence 
professional diaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . E ach m o n th  a ra nd o m  
sa m p le  o f o u r  d ia p e rs  is s u b je c te d  to  e xh a u s tiv e  
s tu d ie s  in a b io c h e m ic a l la b o ra to ry .

• U tm o s t C onven ience . T h a n k s  to  p ic k  up  a n d  d e ­
l iv e ry  se rv ice , o u r  p ro d u c t co m e s  w h e n  y o u  n eed  it.

•  E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a g a in s t d ia p e r rash c o s ts  fa r  less th a n  p a p e rd ia p e rs  
— o n ly  p e n n ie s  m o re  a d a y  th a n  h o m e -w a sh e d  
d ia p e rs .

C A U T IO N  TO  Y O U R  PA TIEN TS. It is  ille g a l to  d is ­
pose  o f h u m a n  e x c re m e n t in g a rb a g e . M o th e rs a re  
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r /p la s t ic  d ia p e rs . "D is p o s a b le "  
is a m isn o m e r.

W a sh in g to n 's  Oldest , M o s t  T rus ted  P ro fe s s io n a l  
D ia p e r  S e rv ic e /S e rv in g  O u r  S e c o n d  G e n e ra t io n

a l le n m o re  
m e d ic a l  c e n te r

S. 19th and U nion 
Suite  B-1005 

Tacom a, W ash ing ton 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus ad jacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore  C om m un ity  H ospita l. C en tra lly  
located; freew ay access; am ple parking. All 
inc lus ive  rental rates; su ite  cons truc tion  
a llow ances.

THE DOCTORS HOSPITAL 

OF TACOMA

Next General Medical Staff 
Meeting 

Monday, November 1st 
Noon 

Hospital Cafeteria 

Complimentary Lunch 

AND 

the popular 

“BACK TO BASICS”
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THE FIFTH IN A  SERIES

We’v e  Beco m e 
Specialists at 

Doing Everything.

We know how 
frustrating it is to ask 
a nurse 'can you
do this?'and have  ___________________ .
them reply 'that's not my job!'. -/

Here at Doctors we have some special 
nurses that are specialists at doing 
everything.

They don’t walk away from a problem  
and expect someone else to solve it.

They take responsibility for the tasks that 
are given to them.

W e’re proud of 
our staff. They have 
built an atmosphere 
that creates positive 

results on an ongoing basis.
Your time is important and we 

understand your needs and we can help.
Efficiency is an expected thing here at 

Doctors, it doesn’t always come easy, but we 
enjoy meeting the challenge.

It's just one of the ways we can make 
your day a little brighter.

Doctor’s Hospital
Help without the hassle.

The Doctors Hospital o f Tacoma, 737 Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402, 627-8111



ENHANCING YOUR FINANCIAL SKILLS
St. Joseph 
Education 

7 :0 0  a.m. to

October 13.1982 
INVESTMENTS IN THE 1980’s
'Understand tax sheltered investments, 
"Differentiate comm on and preferred stock 
investments.

■Recognize new developments in the bond 
market.

November IQ, 1982 
INCORPORATION -  WHEN 8c WHY
"Increase understanding of personal 
economics & other non-tax considerations. 

'Recognize tax and non-tax benefits. 
"Conceptualize how to establish a 
professional service corporation.

GREGG D. JORDSHAUGEN. CPA. Partner 
Simonson. M o o re  a n d  Olson, T aco m a 
A cco u n ta n t. M e d ica l S ocie ty o f P ierce 
C o u n ty

BARRY D. BRUNT, CPA. M a n a g e r
Simonson. M o o re  a n d  Olson. T a co m a

ROBERT A. KING, V ice  P resident & M a n a g e r 
D e an  W itte r Reynolds. T aco m a  
Investm en t M a n a g e r. M e d ica l Socie ty  
o f P ierce C o u n ty

WILLIAM W. JEUDE. CPA, A c c o u n t Executive 
ENI C o rp o ra tio n , Be llevue 
High T echno logy . Oil a n d  Gas 
Investm ents

Hospital 
Center 
9 :3 0  a.m.
December 9,1982
ESTATE PLANNING -  SHIFTING ASSETS, TRUSTS 

AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
'Understand estate planning and the 
Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981.

■Recognize value in shifting income 
property to lower tax brackets.

'Increase awareness of pension plans.
"Increase understanding of life insurance 
and retirement plans.

January 12,1983
EVALUATING A MEDICAL PRACTICE
"Analyze expense in relation to income to 
control expense.

'Define a method for establishing a fee for 
new service.

'Understand controlling accounts 
receivable.
Including: Cash flow, improving collections 

and accounts receivable.

FACULTY
BARTON L. ADAMS, A tto rn e y

Adam s, G a g lia rd i a n d  H a lstead. T aco m a  
Lega l Counsel, M e d ic a l S o c ie ty  o f 
P ierce C o u n ty  

JERRY R ZANDER, CLU. A c c o u n t  E xecutive  
Schwartz. Shera a n d  A ssocia tes 
Brokers. A c tu a rie s  a n d  C onsu ltan ts  

DOLORES LUNSTRUM, C M A -A . P resident 
M a n a g e m e n t Resources, T a co m a  
M e d ica l P rac tice  C o n su lta n t

CHARLES W. SPAETH A c c o u n t E xecutive  
The R iley-G riffin C o m p a n y . 
T a co m a -L a ke w o o d  
Real Estate Inves tm en ts-S ynd ica tion

JOHN R HODDER. CPA. Partner 
Simonson, M o o re  a n d  Olson. T aco m a

Co-Sponsored by MSPC Membership Benefits Inc. 
Medical Society of Pierce County 
College of Medical Education

Advance Registration Required (Fees Include Breakfast) 
MSPC Members -  $25 Each Session, $85 Entire Series 

Non MSPC Physicians -  $30 Each Session, $110 Entire Series

Please register for the Financial Breakfast Seminars as follows:
Entire Series r, Sept. 15 □  Oct. 13 □  Nov. 10 □  Dec. 9 □  Jan. 12 □

I am a member of MSPC □  I am not a member of MSPC □
Enclosed is my check for $__________________________________  (Make checks payable to COME)

N a m e _________________________________________________________________ Specialty_____________________

A ddress__________________________________________________________ Office___________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________ _ _ _ ___________________________________

Please address all registrations and correspondence to: Maxine Bailey, Executive Director
College of Medical Education, Inc.
705 South 9th, No. 203 
Tacoma, Washington 98405

22 O ctober 1982



Auxiliary News 

NEWCOMERS WELCOMED

T hree coffees were held in S eptem ber  to welcome 
new and prospective Auxiliary members. Gift bags 
given to the newcomers w ere filled with “fun 
item s” such as the Auxiliary cookbook, maps, and 
Tel-Med brochures. A special “ thank you” is due to 
the New com ers Committee —Mary Lou Jones, 
A lber ta  Burrows and Sharon Gilbert —and to the 
hostesses —Shirley Kemman (Puyallup), Nadine 
Kennedy (Tacoma), and Susan Wulfestieg (Gig 
Harbor).

Barn Dance October 30th
T here  still m ight be time to sign up for the Barn 

Dance to be held a t  the Crowley's Square Dance 
Barn. Live music, food, g rea t  company and a good 
time for all is promised. If you're in te rested ,  call 
B arbara  P a t te rso n  (851-4833) for more information.

AMA-ERF Project
Have you sen t  in your check for the AMA-ERF 

Holiday sharing  card? Helen Whitney reminds us 
th a t  Novem ber 1 is the deadline for having your 
names p r in ted  on the card. Save yourselves the 
expense and labor of addressing  all those cards to 
medical friends and let your Auxiliary committee do 
the work.

Holiday Greeting Cards
AMA-ERF is once again offering personal Chris t­

mas cards for sale. Personalized sta tionery  also is 
available. AMA-ERF receives 40°/o of all card sale 
proceeds. S tephanie  Tuell has samples for you to 
review. Call her a t  927-1117 to se t up a time to see 
the  samples.

Cookbooks — While They Last!!
The Auxiliary Cookbooks will be available for sale 

a t  $4.00 per  se t.  Shirley M urphy has se t  up several 
cookbook depots to make it easier to  obtain copies. 
They are  as follows: Nicky Crowley (Valley- 
922-7233), Ja n e  McDonough (Stadium-572-6840), 
Glenna Blackett (North End-752-3970), Jo  Roller 
(North End-752-6825), K it Larson (Lakewood-584- 
3802), and Shirley M urphy (North End-759-5350). A

October 1982

Gig H arbor depot is still needed; if in te res ted  call 
Shirley Murphy. These cookbooks make excellent 
thank you gifts for teachers, friends and family.

November General Meeting
On Friday, Novem ber 19,1982, the re  will be a 

morning coffee m eeting a t  the home of Mrs. Jam es  
Littlefield, 4702-26th St. N.E., Puyallup. B. J .  Hash, 
D irector of Volunteer Services for United Way and 
author of the "Linda H ands” column, will speak on 
“Volunteerism”. We will also be able to browse 
through the  PCMS Auxiliary “Pro jects  F a ir .” Hope 
to see you on the 19th!

J u d y  B a e r g

Featuring
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Hom es

SWANSON-McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

A m erican Federal Building 
Tacoma, W ash ing ton  98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

P roper ty  M a n a g e m e n t
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PHYSICIANS AND SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES 
ADDRESS ISSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN

A n u m b e r  of issues  of m utua l concern  w ere  d is­
cussed  w hen  the  Medical Socie ty ’s Public H ealth  
School H ea lth  C om m ittee  m et with  P ierce  County 
School r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  la te  in A ugus t .  Seven  school 
d is t r ic ts  w ere  r e p r e s e n te d  as was the  health  d e p a r t ­
m ent.  I s sues  of pa r t icu la r  im portance  to  p rac tic ing  
physic ians d iscussed  a t  the  m eeting  were:

Implementation of the 
School Medication Law

Dr. H arlan ,  Office of the  S u p e r in te n d e n t  of Public 
In s truc t ion ,  sum m arized  the  law, noting th a t  it 
includes all m edica tions given by mouth. Medication 
g iven by injection is not included.

The law does not specify w ha t  should be done if 
medication  is to be g iven for less than  15 days. The 
S ta te  A t to rn e y  G en e ra l’s office has issued an 
opinion th a t  the  law is am biguous on this point and 
th a t  school d is t r ic ts  should use the  sam e p rocedure  
r eg a rd le ss  of the  length  of time the  medication is to 
be given.

In all cases, s t a te m e n ts  from physicians and p a r ­
en ts  au tho r iz ing  the  giving of the  medication should 
be obta ined.

I t  was pointed  out t h a t  it may be bes t  to give 
some medications — penicillin, for exam ple  —before 
and a f te r  school hours. The use of a single form was 
recom m ended  as such a form requ ires  the  p a r e n t  to 
d iscuss the  s i tua tion  with  the  child’s physician. Use 
of a s ta n d ard iz ed  county-wide form (similar to  the 
H ea lth  R e p o r t  form crea ted  severa l  y ea rs  ago) was 
d iscussed. School re p re se n ta t iv e s  w ere  asked to 
fo rw ard  a copy of th e ir  ex is t ing  form, if any, for 
rev iew  a t  a fu tu re  m eeting  of the  Public H ealth / 
School H ea lth  Com m ittee.

Modified Physical Education 
for the 111 or Injured

I t  is very  difficult a t  the  junior high school level to 
p rovide such p rog ram s,  it was pointed out. The

group  ag re ed  th a t  p a re n ts ,  physic ians, and the  
schools have a role to play in p rov id ing  modified 
p rog ram s  for s tu d e n ts  in need.

Such s tu d e n ts  include the  acu te ly  ill, chronically 
ill, the  physically disabled (long or sh o r t  te rm ) and, 
in some c i rcum stances,  those  expe r ienc ing  difficulty 
in p a r t ic ipa t ing  in such ac tiv i t ie s  as a re s u l t  of non­
physical conditions. M cllvaigh J u n io r  High School 
was cited as hav ing  a pa r t icu la rly  effec tive modified 
P E  p ro g ra m  for such individuals.  I t  w as po in ted  out 
th a t  P E  is not a g ra d u a t in g  re q u i r e m e n t  as many 
have assum ed. The problem is not confined to P ierce 
County. I t  was su g g e s ted  th a t  th e  m a t te r  be r e ­
ferred  to the  W ash ing ton  S ta te  Medical A ssociation 
and the  W ash ing ton  Academ y of P ed ia tr ic s .

Medical Clearance for Sports
Dr. S tan  M ueller re p o r te d  th e re  a re  no new 

deve lopm ents  on this  issue. Physic ian  difficulties 
with  re g a rd  to  the rev ised  W IA A  regu la tions  
ap p e ar  to have been resolved.

Child Find
Genevieve F isher ,  Tacom a Public Schools, 

rev iew ed  the  Child F ind P ro g ram .  She noted  th a t  
every  d is t r ic t  in the  county  has an identified  coor­
dina tor .  The b ig g es t  a s se t  to  the  p ro g ra m  is the  
deg ree  of coordination  b e tw e e n  physic ians,  the 
health  d e p a r tm e n t ,  school d is t r ic ts  and day 
care ce n te rs ,  she said. E ffo r ts  a re  being m ade  to  
simplily the  forms th a t  p a re n ts  com plete.  A 
modified sc reen in g  sum m ary  form w as d is t r ib u ted .  
The form includes ins t ruc t ions  used in sc reen ing  
and professionals  involved. A copy would be s e n t  to 
the  child’s ped ia tr ic ian  or p r im a ry  ca re  physician.

The need to rem ind  physic ians th a t  ev e ry  school 
d is t r ic t  has an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  identify  such children 
was noted.

Health Screening A ctivities
P eggy  Zurfluh, hea lth  d e p a r tm e n t ,  r e p o r te d  th a t
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140 people took p a r t  in last J a n u a ry ’s initial 
sc reening program. A new program is planned 
which will involve the neonatal intensive care unit 
follow-up effort. E fforts  are being made to track 
these  children a t  two and one-half years  following 
birth. Gross and fine motor skills, speech and 
language levels will be evaluated. The first clinic is 
scheduled for October.

Immunizations
Dr. Harlan reviewed the immunization law and 

school d is t ric t  compliance. CIS forms have remained 
unchanged. N inety percen t of children have been 
shown to be completely immunized in accordance 
with s ta te  law. T here  have been 37 cases of indi­
genous measles repor ted  in the past school year, 
however.

The s ta te  immunization manual is being revised 
and will likely be ready for distribution in Novem­
ber. Also, the  new "Red Book" of the American 
Academy of Pediatr ics is now available. Copies may 
be obtained by w riting  the AAP, 1801 Himan 
Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60204. I t  was reported  
th a t  the health depa r tm en t  has hired several nurses 
to assis t  pr ivate  pre-schools with their  compliance 
with s ta te  immunization laws.

R egard ing  scoliosis screening, state-wide 220,393 
children were screened out of a possible population 
of 241,000 children last year.  Scoliosis brochures are 
available in Spanish and five sou theast  Asian 
language versions. Copies may be obtained by con­
tacting  the Office of the Super in tenden t of Public 
Instruction, Olympia.

Asian Refugees
T here  appears  to be a considerable num ber of 

refugees affected by the Ju ly  1,1982 funding 
reduction. I t  also appears  th a t  some refugees are 
relocating to o ther  s ta te s  — California, for 
example — th a t  provide a higher level of support. 
Overall, about 10,000 refugees are coming into the 
United S ta te s  each month.

Health  d ep a r tm en t  funding for the refugee 
screening program  has not been cut, and refugees 
are  eligible for the program  up to th ree  years  from 
the date of the ir  a r r ival in the community.

The Refugee Forum, formed in 1978, has worked 
hard to coordinate various refugee rela ted  efforts.  
Language b a r r ie r s  remain a significant problem,

although some in te rp re te r s  a re  available through  
the health d ep a r tm en t  and local organizations.

Use of the Medical Society's referra l  service was 
suggested  and refugees and/or their  sponsors have 
been encouraged to work through any existing  
primary care physician relationship th a t  may exist, 
requesting  lowered or no fee services until such 
time as they are employed.

Adolescent Pregnancy Project
S ta te  funding for the  project will continue af te r  

Jan u ary  1,1983 and will be sufficient to support  
th ree  outreach w orkers  and a project coordinator, it 
was reported .  A p renata l clinic has been established 
for girls with financial problems (following denial of 
benefits by DSHS). Approximately 80 pa t ien ts  per  
year  can be handled by the clinic.

David  Sparling, MD, Chairman 
Public Health/School Health Committee

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

A n  in d e p e n d e n t  p e n s io n  c o n s u lt in g  o rg a n iz o t io n  
p ro v id in g  a ll th e  se rv ice s  n e e d e d  to  d e s ig n , 
a d m in is te r, a n d  m a in ta in  p e n s io n  a n d  p ro f it  
s h a rin g  p lans

O u r se rv ices  in c lu d e

•  P lan D e s ign  to  m e e t  y o u r  s p e c if ic  n e e d s

•  P ldn In s ta lla tio n  a s s is ta n c e  to  q u a lify  y o u r p la n

•  P lan A d m in is tra tio n  o n  a  c o n t in u o u s  bas is  to  m e e t  
g o v e rn m e n ta l re q u ire m e n ts

•  A s s is ta n c e  to  c lie n ts  w h o s e  p la n s  a re  a u d ite d

Suite 1616 • W ash ing ton  Building • v n :: r -  - , j :  -
( 2 0 6 )  572-6663
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Correspondence

Prem ature Followup Clinic Established

To The E d ito r :
N eona ta l  in tens ive  ca re  outcom es —the  num ber  of 

small p r e m a tu r e  infant and sick new born  su rv ivors  
and the  qual i ty  of th e i r  life — have rap id ly  im proved 
with im p ro v e m en ts  in technology which have 
occurred  since reg ional new born  in tensive  care firs t  
became a rea l i ty  less th a n  a decade ago. Our own 
S o u th w es t  W ash ing ton  Regional N ew born  
In tens ive  C are  N u rs e ry ,  e s tab l ished  a t  Tacoma 
Genera l Hospita l in 1977, has  provided  the  quality  of 
care which m akes  h ea l th ie r  outcom es possible with 
sick babies r e f e r r e d  from th ro u g h o u t  th is  region. 
Similar high qual i ty  care is available to  military

d ep e n d en t  in fan ts  a t  M adigan A rm y  Medical 
C e n te r ’s NICU.

A ssess ing  the  outcom e re q u ire s  m on ito ring  the  
sickes t  infants a f te r  g rad u a t io n  from new born  
in tens ive  care. Though  m a jo r  deve lopm en ta l  and 
neu rom uscu la r  p rob lem s can be identif ied  dur ing  
th e  f irs t  yea r ,  the  increased  r isk  of physical, 
developm enta l ,  behav io ra l  and  lea rn ing  problem s 
incurred  in the  sick new born  canno t be fully 
eva lua ted  until school age.

H ere to fo re ,  r eg u la r  followup eva lua tions  of sicker 
in fan ts  g ra d u a t in g  from the  tw o N IC U ’s, because of 
funding from the  M arch of Dimes and th e  military, 
have been  possible up to one or one and  one-half 
yea rs  of age.

Now a p ro g re ss  a s se s s m e n t  will be offered to each 
of these  h igher  r isk in fan ts  a t  tw o and one-half  years  
of age. T he p re m a tu r e  followup clinic p rov id ing  this 
eva lua tion  has been developed by cooperation  
be tw een  the  two N IC U ’s, the  Medical Socie ty  of 
P ierce  County , the  Tacom a-Pierce County  H ealth  
D ep a r tm en t ,  M ary Bridge C h i ld ren ’s H ea lth  Center,  
the  division of D eve lopm enta l  Disabilit ies,  DSHS, 
and the  D e p a r tm e n t  of P ed ia tr ic s  a t  M adigan, as a 
p a r t  of the s ta te  regionalized p r e m a tu r e  in fan t 
followup p rog ram . I t  is offered as a se rv ice  to  high 
r isk  infants from th ro u g h o u t  th e  S o u th w e s t  W ash ­
ington area,  including those  of s im ilar  background  
who did not receive  care in the  two N ICU 's.

The clinic, to be held m onthly  a t  M ary  Bridge, will 
provide sc reen ing  eva lua tions  of in fan ts  be tw e en  27 
and 33 m onths of age who w ere  u n d e r  3.5 pounds 
(1500 grams) or 33 w eeks ges ta t iona l  age a t  b ir th ,  
requ ired  prolonged re sp i r a to ry  su p p o r t ,  had severe  
new born  infectious or m etabolic  disorders, or  have 
o the r  factors indicating  high risk.

S creen ing  for possible p rob lem s in the  a re as  of 
physical health , social and behavioral  developm ent,  
fine and gross  m otor skills, and rec ep t iv e  and 
exp ress ive  language ability, is des igned  to  identify  
as early  as possible ch ild ren  who give some 
indication of per fo rm ing  below expec ted  levels and 
who may need fu r th e r  d iagnostic  s tudy ,  and perhaps  
the rapy .  S y s tem a tic  eva lua tion  of th e  high r isk  child 
by professionals e x p e r t  in th e se  a re a s  opens new 
oppor tun it ie s  for m any such ch ild ren  to  g row  and 
develop up to th e i r  p o ten tia l  and la te r  be as  r e a d y  as 
possible tor school and o th e r  g ro w th  expe r iences .

Cure
for a 

common 
headache

i

Call Jean Ferguson and let us show you how our 
specialists can do your billing better, saving you 

time, money and a big monthly headache.

P R O F E S S IO N A L  
B IL L IN G  S E R V IC E

4009 Bridgeport Way W., Suite F 
Tacoma, WA 98466

565-4990, 564-9277
Serving Tacoma for 15 years.

Can you afford less?
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A ssessm ent in the  clinic, which is by a team 
consisting of pediatric  nurse  practit ioners (Donna 
Libby and Peggy  Zurfluh), a physician specializing 
in child developm ent (Dr. Carl Plomski), a pediatric 
occupational the rap is t  (Barbara Reynolds), and a 
speech pathologist (Cindy Fincher), is m eant to 
supplem ent,  not replace, periodic health supervision 
examinations by the  child's personal physician, 
which are  partieu larv  im portant for the child who 
has had previous health problems. All screening 
a ssessm ents  are  done with the  knowledge of the 
child's physician who receives a repo r t  af te r  the 
clinic session and is involved whenever 
recom m endations are  made for a child to have 
fu r th e r  diagnostic s tudy  or referral.

Refe rra l  to the  clinic is handled by Donna Libbv, 
CHN, 593-4807, who will be happy to answer 
questions r ega rd ing  plans or procedure.

David Sparling, MD, Chairman 
Public Health/School Health Committee 
Medical Society of Pierce County

T h e  P O R R O  B IO L O G IC A L  
LA B O R A T O RIE S,  INC.

•  C l in ica l  and A l le rgy  L a bo ra to ry
•  A l le rgens  and Vaccines
•  Private & N urs ing  H o m e  Calls

T w o  addresses to Serve You

•  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R O F E S S IO N A L  S O U A R E  
2603 B r idg e p o r t  Way West
Tacoma, Wash. 98466 
Phone (206) 564-1565

•  T O R Q U A Y  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R  
34616 11th Place So
Federal Way, Wash 98003 
Phone (206) 927-7655

< J k . a v ? . t / - f f l e a / f A  ( j a r e  (d  e n t e r

tA & fg & S  f jb .  6 8 a //

J fa th e m k e r 'fr ; 

b ic e n te n n ia l̂ c m t/la n y

f : 3 0  f t  .///. (jo cA ta d s (o itA  Aarft/Wt Q8ro///t ^ o u m e y  — S' f t . / / / . d )i/u ic r  

f t .m .  - /  a .m .  Q )ana'm j to- t/w  {S erc t/ G ftrom on CWAc-rtra

$ 1 2 6 fie r  co ttfi/e  — O ften

<3vceeaSi b en efit d ie  O u treacA  c9 0 s  ejeftasm on  o / J e .  ^ o .seftA  ^ ( o . f t / t a / a n d  9 (ea ttA  C are 

& es/Ier .'/?t■ A oA d/totow  tS rogtram s, udutA t A c/ft fterso n js (oitA t e n f t o m r y  o r  f t i ’r/z/antv/t 

cA saAdctie& acA ueoe o fttt/m w / /eo e /s o fijitn c tto n tn y  tn  tA eir con u /u in /tie.* .
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Membership

In  accordance  w ith  th e  Bylaws of th e  Medical 
Socie ty  of P ie rce  County ,  C h a p te r  Seven, Section  A, 
M E M B E R S H IP ,  th e  following physic ians have 
applied  for m em b ersh ip ,  and  notice of th e i r  
applica tion  is h e re w i th  p re se n ted .

As ou tlined  in th e  Bylaws, any  m e m b er  who has

inform ation of a d e ro g a to ry  n a tu re  concern ing  an 
app l ican t’s m oral or e th ica l conduct,  m edica l qualifi­
cations or o th e r  such re q u is i te s  for m em bersh ip ,  
shall as sum e th e  respons ib i l i ty  of convey ing  th a t  
inform ation to  th e  C red e n t ia ls  C om m ittee  o r  Board 
of T ru s te e s  of th e  Society.

Second Notice
D an ie l T. D u gaw , D .O ., Family Practice. Born 
in Chehalis, WA 10/19/50; College of Osteo­
pathic Medicine andSurgery, Des Moines, 
Iowa, 1976; internship, Green Cross General 
Hospital, 1976-77. Washington State license, 
1977. Has applied for medical staff member­
ship at Allenmore, Doctors, Mary Bridge, St. 
Joseph, and Tacoma General Hospitals. 
Sponsors: Drs. Susan Salo, Jesse Mantel.

. . .  Physicians Interested . . .
Internist, board eligible in June 1983, seeks practice opportunity. 
Graduate St. Louis University School of Medicine, 1976; internal 
medicine residency, St. Louis University Hospital, 1981 to 
present. Available after June 1983. Member, AMA, associate 
members American College of Physicians. #1001

P e g g y  A . H osford, M .D ., Family Practice. 
Born in Denver, CO 10/11/49; Stanford Univer­
sity School of Medicine, 1976; internship, Pro­
vidence Medical Center, Seattle, 1976-77; 
residency, Providence Medical Center, 
Seattle, 1977-79. Washington State license, 
1981. Has applied for medical staff member­
ship at Allenmore, Doctors, Mary Bridge, St. 
Joseph and Tacoma General hospitals. 
Sponsors: Drs. Susan Salo and Daniel Hayden.

JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. “ K ” St.

Tacom a, W ash ing ton 98405 

(206) 627-0031

M ED IC A L OFFICE  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located between Tacom a General 
H osp ita l and M ary B ridge  C h ild rens 
H osp ita l w ith  220 car Parking Garage 
all connected  by underg round  tu n ­
nel.

U tilitie s  and Ja n ito ria l services p ro ­
vided in rental rates.

f  - M

H
M

NORTH END CLASSICS

3315 N. Proctor -  (206) 752-3565

u

INVEST IN OLD TOWN! Rustic 3 bedroom  classic 
with 2 baths, family room, formal dining room, 
breakfast room and living room with marine view. M
Wonderful new kitchen with "antique" charm. Also 
new carpets, beautiful wall coverings, new roof, ^
wiring, and electric furnace. Ask to see heating bills. 
$105,000, terms.

ANNIE WRIGHT is just across the street from this 
handsome brick tudor. 3 ,300  sq. ft, o f e legance -  L
arched doorways, natural wood, graceful staircase 
and so forth. $155,000 with $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  dow n and 
low interest owner financing. Superb family home.

STADIUM WAY, VIEW! Finest residential area with 
unsurpassed Commencement Bay view. 2 4 0 0  sq. M
ft, home with low maintenance grounds, three bed­
rooms, tw o  baths, large kitchen -  family room; 
superior condition throughout and has a new 
security alarm system. $175,000, bank financing a t 
12.9%.

THE SENATOR METCALF HOUSE! 5 ,0 0 0  sq. ft. of '
palatial elegance. Five to seven bedrooms, four m
baths, "garlanded parlour," oval living room, over- 
sized lot. Professionally restored to  the highest 
standard, the M etcalf house is in a class by Itself. 
$295,000.
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P p B K X M S
& STORAGE

• i'm

JERRY PLANCICH
AC C O U N T  EXECUTIVE

OFFICES & HOUSEHOLDS 
RECORD STORAGE • MEDICAL & BUSINESS 
LABORATORIES • EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

ELECTRONIC & HIGH TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS

1-475-3533 — T A C O M A  

(206)527-7600

P.O. BOX 30728 
9401 AU R O R A  A V E N U E  N O R TH  

S E A TTLE , W A S H IN G T O N  98103

^  o V ? V

x i

c e

MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice

Dolores Lunstrum 
4109 Bridgeport Way West 
Tacoma, WA 98466 
206/564-5600

THE BALANCE SHEET
Accounting and Tax Service

SPECIALIZING . . .
In Service to the Medical Profession 

at a reasonable cost

• Consulting • Month End

• System Set-ups • Year End

• New Office Organization • Payroll Taxes

• Assistance to Personnel • Income Taxes

• Financial Statements

10224 Lake Louise Drive S.W. 
Tacoma, WA 98498 

(206) 581-4594

f  The United States ^  
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is curren tly  accepting applications fo rth e  
fo llow ing  specialties:

General Surgery 
O rthoped ic Surgery 

O to rh ino la ryngo logy 
Neurosurgery 

R heum atology 
O phtha lm ology 

Anesthesio logy 
U ro logy 

O b/G yn 
For fu rthe r in form ation call:

Charles P lunkett o r Tom  Thorn ton  
at 442-1307, o r visit them at 4518 

U niversity Way NE, Suite 312,
Seattle, WA 98105 

(ou t-o f-tow n — call co llect)
T ou r con fiden tia lity  is assured.

V  / iX T S T t ^

A  g r e o t  w a y  o f  l ife ,
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Classified P u g e t  S o u n d  C o lle c t io n s  In c .

Endorsed by the M edical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m edical community since 1960, 
benefiting all Medical Society Members.

M em ber. A m erican  Collectors Association 
M edical/D en ta l Hospital B ureaus of A m erica

PS.C. is o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  
by  Frank B. Rossiter.

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A Street 
PO. Box 1213 
Tacom a, WA 98401

C lassified  and  anno uncem ent copy may 
be m ailed  to: G raw in  P ub lications, 1020 
Lloyd B uild ing, 603 S tew art S treet, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle  (206) 223- 
0861. 50c per word; $10 m inim um  charge. 
C heck  m ust accom pany copy.

A N IT Q U E  C LO C K
A n tiq u e  V ie n n a  R e g u la to rs , o n e  and  
th re e  w e ig h t,  C irc a  1880. E x c e lle n t 
c o n d it io n .  P r iv a te  c o lle c t io n .  848-2303, 
584-4237. D r. D on  R u s s e ll.

T A C O M A , L A K E W O O D  —  Lea se  s p a c e  
fo r  M e d ic a l-D e n ta l S e p c ia l is ts  in  th e  new  
F o r t  S te i la c o o m  P ro fe s s io n a l B ld g . 
In te r io r  ca n  be  d e s ig n e d  fo r  le a s o rs  
n e e d s . E x c e lle n t lo c a t io n  and  e x p o s u re . 
C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R ing  a t 584-6200 
o r 582-5856.

JA C K S O N  H A LL M E D IC A L  C E N T E R .
S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease a c ross  fro m  
T a c o m a  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l D es ign  and 
fin is h  to  y o u r re q u ire m e n ts . V a ria b le  lease 
ra te  if d e s ire d . C a ll 627-0031.

I NEED O FFIC E  SPACE
P h y s ic ia n  in s u b -s p e c ia lty  a rea  s e e k in g  
s p a c e  o n e  to  tw o  d a y s  p e r w e e k  to  see 
o w n  p a t ie n ts . T e rm s  n e g o tia b le . C a ll Dr. 
C h a ro c h a k , 588-9047.

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N T E R  — S p a ce  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac , a ir, 
and s to ra g e  (n ea r A lle n m o re  H osp  ) C a ll 
752-6336  (M o n .— T h u rs  ) T a co m a .

S P A C IO U S  H IL L T O P  H O M E  o v e r lo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t B ay F o u r b ed ro o m s, th ree  
ba ths , th re e  fire p la ce s , re c re a tio n  ro om , 
sauna, s e c lu d e d  acre, $136,500, 9Vj% 
a s su m a b le  m o rtg ag e . C o n tra c t L e ig h  
H u n t, (206) 851-5248.

FOR R E N T a ll o r  p a rt 3200 sq. ft . in 10th  & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G o o d  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f i c e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

E L E C T R O L Y S IS

H e le n e  B lack , R.E.

3509 S 14th St., T a co m a  93405 759-1151 

M e m b e r W a s h in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro ly s is  
A ssn  a nd  E le c tro ly s is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn,

T ra in e d  K ree  In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro ly s is , N .Y. and  W ils h ire  
B lvd  S ch o o l. Los  A n g e le s

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u l t i ­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t co ve ra g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n sa tio n . F irs t ye a r g u a ra n te e  and  
in ce n tive s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  se rves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e rin a ta l re fe rra l ce n te r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C.V. o r  in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S k r in a r, M .D ., P u g e t S o u n d  
C lin ic , 3611 S o u th  "D "  S tre e t, T a c o m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756 -8 5 69  o r 2 06 -272-0486  a fte r h o u rs .

M E D IC A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E . A p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  1400 sq. f t .  fo r  re n t o r le a se  in 
m u l t i - s p e c ia l t y  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g ,  T h e  
D o c t o r 's  P r o fe s s io n a l  B u i ld in g ,  721 
F a w c e tt A ve., T a c o m a . F o r in fo rm a tio n  
c o n ta c t M a i B la ir, 627-8111.

O F F IC E  S P A C E  —  S p a c io u s  a iry  s u ite , 
f iv e  ye a rs  o ld , n e x t to  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l.
1 ,400 sq . f t .  W in d o w s  o n  th re e  s id e s  - 
ve ry  l ig h t.  T h re e  la rg e  e xam  ro o m s . 
A v a ila b le  7-8/82. R e a s o n a b le . C o n ta c t 
G e o rg e  K r ic k , M .D ., 572-3520.

FO R  S A LE  —  M O D U LA R  C L IN IC
E q u ip p e d  w ith  X -ray , 2 e xam  ro o m s  fu rn ­
is h e d , o n e  c o n s u lta t io n  ro o m  fu rn is h e d , 
o n e  re c e p t io n  ro o m  fu rn is h e d . B u ye r 
m u s t m ove  c l in ic  fro m  p re s e n t lo c a tio n . 
F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t B a rba ra  
B e l la c k ,  M e d i c a l - S u r g i c a l  C l i n i c ,  
E n u m c la w , W A , 825-6511.

F A M IL Y  P R A C T IC E  lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
in g s  a t T a c o m a , O ly m p ia , F e d e ra l W ay  
M e d ic a l C e n te rs  o f G ro u p  H e a lth  C o o p ­
e ra t iv e . B o a rd  e l ig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu ll s c o p e  p r im a ry  ca re . C o n ­
ta c t:  Dr. J e s s e  M a n te l, 1112 S. C u s h m a n  
S t., T a c o m a , W A  98405, (206) 383-6120.

P A T H O L O G IS T  & LA B O R A T O R Y  
D IR E C T O R

N a t io n a l c o rp o ra t io n  is  s e e k in g  a la b o ra ­
to ry  d ir e c to r  fo r  a 300  b e d  m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  
h o s p ita l in  P a c if ic  N o r th w e s t.  M u s t be 
A P /C P  c e r t i f i e d .  S e n d  re s u m e  to :  
M e d ic a l D ire c to r , B o x  G P, 1020 L loyd  
B ld g ., S e a tt le , W A  98101 . R e p lie s  c o n f i­
d e n t ia l.

W A N T E D  M E D IC A L  D IR E C T O R  fo r
s k i lle d  n u rs in g  fa c i l i t y ,  5 to  10 h o u rs  per 
m o n th . S a la ry  n e g o t ia b le .  S end  re sum e  
to : B e l A ir  C o n v a le s c e n t & R e h a b ilita t io n  
C e n te r, 630  S. P e a rl, T a c o m a  98465.

LU X U R Y  F U R N IS H E D  H O M E T O  LEASE  
O N  A M E R IC A N  LAKE

R a re  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e n t  lu x u r y  5- 
b e d ro o m , 5 -b a th  h o m e  in  p r im e  lo c a tio n  
w ith o u t  b u rd e n  o f  h ig h  in te re s t o r  c a p ita l 
in v e s tm e n t .  O w n e r  l iv in g  a b ro a d . 
$ 1 5 0 0 /m o n th  re n ta l in c lu d e s  g ard e n e r. 
A v a ila b le  F e b ru a ry  1st. W r ite  fo r  fu r th e r  
i n f o r m a t io n  to  B o x  9 8 1 7 9 , T a c o m a  
98499, b e fo re  N o v e m b e r 10 th .

A D V E R T IS IN G  R ATES  
R E P R IN T  IN F O R M A T IO N

IS A V A IL A B L E  BY C O N T A C T IN G  
G ra w in  P u b lic a t io n s  

223-0861
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NOW MORE THAN E V E R ...........
WHEN IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

You can enhance  your practice, keep your payroll 
at a minimum and hire the best employee  available.

Your Medical Society Placement Service specializes in personnel placement.

We advise, consult, screen, test, check references, advertise for you and  have the latest statistics 
on salary ranges and benefit packages in Pierce County.

We help you avoid legal difficulties by having available the information you need to know 
regarding discrimination and fair employment practices.

We will personally visit your practice to assess the individual needs of your office 
and provide you with the best match.

Qualified help turn to us first.
W e’re effective, ethical, and responsive. Controlled by a physician Board of Directors.

Call us if you are:
Seeking new staff 

Just starting practice 
Changing or starting new office systems 

Need a salary survey and benefit package 
Need a package on discrimination warnings 

Need advice on personnel problems

We place any kind of medical office/clinic staff.
If we don’t have a qualified applicant in our files, we'll find you one!

RN's . . . Medical Secretaries . . . Laboratory Tech’s . . . LPN’s . . . M E D /R E C /B K K P ’s 
Physical Therapists . . . Transcriptionists . . . NP’s . . . PA's . . . Ortho Tech’s . . .

MEDICAL-DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 South  9 th , Suite 203 
T acom a, WA 98405 
572-3709

October 1982 31



tLDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 South 9th, Suite 203 

Tacoma, Washington 98405

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T IO N  R E Q U E S T E D

BULK RATE
U .S. P O S T A G E  

PAID 
TACOMA, WASH. 
PERMIT NO. 60S

Ask 
how

t your bookkeeper 
things have changed.

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaskaf Washington and Alaska

Seattle. Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, W enatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

*  Registered M ark Blue Cross Association
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1020 Lloyd  Build ing,  S e a t t l e ,  W A  98101, (206)223-0861. A nnua l  su b s c r ip t i o n  r a t e  for m e m b e r s  of t h e  S o c i e ty  is $10.U(J, w'hich is includ ed in t h e  due s .  
N o n - m e m b e r  s u b s c r ip t i o n ,  $15.00 p e r  y e a r .  S in g le  copy $2.00.
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Society News Briefs
A  su m m ary  o f  M edical Society,  and local m edical and health n ew s

Board of Trustees Approves 
1983 Budget

A 1983 Medical Society budget, drafted to support the 
Society's efforts to be t te r  the health and medical welfare 
of the community and to provide a variety of m em ber­
ship benefits, was approved at the November Board of 
T rustees  meeting. Budget highlights include:

• Increased support to the Pierce County 
Medical Library;
• Continued support for more frequent and 
improved membership meeting programs;
• A 5% increase in overall expense;
• Maintaining county Society dues at their 
curren t ra te  for the four th  consecutive year,
$255 per active member;

All members will be sent a billing for 1983 dues late in 
November. Paym ent of the tax deductible dues prior to 
December 31 is encouraged and appreciated.

For additional budget information, this issue of The 
B ulletin  includes a repor t  from the secretary-treasurer. 
See page 6.

Pediatric Advanced Life 
Support Program Planned

A pediatric ALS program for pediatricians, emergency 
room physicians, pediatric nurses and emergency room 
nurses is planned for December 3 and 4, 1982. The pro­
gram will be held at Mary Bridge Children's Health 
Center.

Subjects to be covered include: Special needs of the 
pediatric patient, pharmacologic agents for pediatric 
ALS, respiratory distress in infants and children, cardiac 
emergencies, shock, intravascular access and monitoring, 
neonatal resuscitation, the severely injured child, and 
advanced pediatric life support.

Workshops will be held as p a r t  of the program. They 
will cover: Basic CPR, airway intubation, dysrhythmia 
recognition, megacode, intra-arterial and intra venous 
techniques, arterial and CVP lines, intra-cardiac injec­
tions and emergency throaeotomy. Robert G. Scherz,
MD, is program coordinator.

Tuition has been set at $120. There is a $50 charge for 
wet lab. For additional information, contact the College 
of Medical Education, 627-7137.

Tel-Med Brochures Available
Over 50,000 Tel-Med brochures have been distributed 

in Pierce County since July by Auxiliary volunteers. 
Brochures have been distributed to physician offices, 
dental offices, pharmacies, local hospitals, the military, 
libraries and schools, among other locations.

Regional Tel-Med distribution chairpersons are: Susan 
Clark, Fircrest/University Place; Nikki Crowley, 
Puyallup/Sumner; Joan Sullivan, Lakewood; Ann 
Fulcher, Ann Thiessen and Mimi Jergens, Gig Harbor; 
and, Helen Whitney, Tacoma. These Auxilians were also 
assisted by Jo Roller, Glenna Blackett and Gloria Virak, 
reports coordinator Carol Hopkins.

Additional Tel-Med brochures are available as well as 
posters. Please contact the individuals named or the 
Medical Society office if you desire additional brochures 
or posters.

Society Mailing List 
Use Policy Reaffirmed

Several recent requests for use of the Medical 
Society's mailing services and membership list have 
prompted a policy review by the Executive Committee

(Continued on page 19)
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D o lo res  Lunstrum  
4109 B r idg epo r t  W ay W est 
T aco m a ,  WA 98466 
206/564-5600
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President’s Page

WILL PIERCE COUNTY 
IMPROVE EMS SERVICES?

In May of 1982, Pierce County Executive Booth Gard­
ner convened the first meeting of the EMS Task Force, 
and with this impetus a document was produced with all 
good speed that makes recommendations of far-reaching 
importance for the Medical Society and the citizens of 
Pierce County.

The Task Force was represented by a broad spectrum 
of individuals from our community, and had technical 
support from Mr. David Vance, the administrator of the 
Medical Society’s EMS Medical Control Project, Dr. 
Terry Kendrick, designated advance life support (ALS) 
program director for Pierce County, and Dr. R. M. (Bud) 
Nicola, director of the Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department. The Medical Society thus had conceptual 
and directive input in the document produced. It was 
also well represented by various physicians who submit­
ted testimony to the Task Force.

The significance of the trend setting programs that 
were initiated in Pierce County in the preceding decades 
were recognized by the Task Force. However, as the 
years went by other communities used our early exper­
ience for a cornerstone in their own EMS plans, and 
built upon it, whereas in Pierce County we perpetuated 
the status quo. As the Task Force’s report states,  “. . . 
the lack of a coordinated ‘systems’ approach to EMS has 
developed a 'non-system' of Emergency Medical Services 
that is operating on a structure developed ten years ago 
which is no longer responsive to the changing needs of 
the surrounding community.”

Based on the testimony received and writ ten material 
submitted, the Task Force reached a number of conclu­
sions. Major recommendations include:

• Develop an administrative/managerial structure to 
coordinate emergency medical services.

• Grant legislative authority to the new structure to 
coordinate all aspects of EMS.

• Develop local funding to support the managerial 
structure and the continued improvement of EMS 
in Pierce County.

• Develop an enhanced 911 citizen telephone access 
system and an improved EMS communications 
system including centralized dispatch.

• Designate trauma center(s) and define trauma 
patient indices.

In these times of economic adversity, the greatest 
probable impediment to acceptance and implementation 
of the Task Force’s recommendations will be money, or 
more specifically, the lack of it. The funds must be found 
by the Pierce County Council so that these vitally impor­
tant recommendations can become a functional reality.

Representatives of your Board of Trustees, members 
of the Pierce County Hospital Council, and members of 
the Society’s Emergency Medical Standards Committee 
have agreed to expend their lime and efforts in inform­
ing the County Council of the urgent need to adopt the 
Task Force’s report,  and to fund the program. Your 
enthusiastic support is needed. Please take the time to 
let the county government know how you stand before 
time expires and our efforts are lost.

L loyd  C. Elmer, MD
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Secretary-Treasurer’s Report

1983 MEDICAL SOCIETY 
BUDGET APPROVED

A 1983 budget sufficient to maintain the variety of 
services and programs to support the objectives of the 
Medical Society was approved at the November meeting 
of the Board of Trustees.

The total budget of $178,651 represen ts  a net increase 
in expenses of 5.02%. A minimal increase in income is 
projected. As a result,  we may have to draw on our 
reserves in 1983. The Society has maintained modest 
reserves in recent years.

Society expenses are grouped into four categories. The 
first, Membership Benefits, includes funding of the 
Pierce County Medical Library, the College of Medical 
Education (COME) and the Placement Service (MBI). 
Membership Benefits will account for 26% of our expen­
ditures in 1983.

Membership Benefits
Library support is budgeted at $32,303 in 1983, a per 

member contribution of approximately $57.00 (compared 
to approximately $50.00 per active member in 1980 when 
dues were last increased). The Society’s contribution to 
the library will increase 10.1% in 1983. We are obligated 
for 40% of the library's net operating expense under the 
terms of the agreem ent negotiated with the Pierce 
County Hospital Council in 1974.

The Budget Committee discussed increasing the 
library component of the dues to reflect the increased 
library contribution; however, it was decided tha t  the 
additional expense could be supported out of general 
Society revenues, at least in 1983. For comparison, the 
1983 per physician library contribution in Spokane will 
be $80 and in Central Washington $100.

Support for the College of Medical Education has been 
set a t  $11,788, a reduction compared to 1982. Under the 
terms of the agreem ent with the Pierce County Hospital 
Council, the Society funds 55% of the college’s net 
operating expense and the hospitals fund 45%. This ratio 
reflects the composition of the College's Board of Direc­
tors. Actual financial support of the College has 
decreased substantially since 1979 when we established 
our joint funding base. While a 1983 budget has not been 
formally approved by the COME Board of Directors, and 
will not be considered until later in the year, our 
projected level of support appears reasonable.

The committee was pleased to report to the Board of

6

Trustees tha t  it projects no net subsidization of the 
Placement Service (Membership Benefits, Inc.) in 1982 or 
1983. Staff has worked diligently to place the Placement 
Service on a fiscally sound basis in recent years and we 
were gratified to repor t  tha t  this goal has been achieved.

It  should be remembered by members th a t  many 
services provided by the MBI (Placement Service) staff 
are not directly income producing. The staff is service 
oriented and your continued support of the Placement 
Service and o ther offerings through MBI is encouraged.

Other Expenses; Internal Support
The second category of expenditures is Policy and 

Program Development which includes support of the 
annual WSMA House of Delegates meeting, the annual 
Board of Trustees  goal setting  re t re a t  and related 
general travel and administration. I t  is worth noting that 
the Society maintains a policy of having officers and 
t rustees  pay for their own direct expenses for the 
WSMA annual meeting, board meetings and for other 
regularly scheduled Society activities. A g rea t deal of 
time and effort is contributed to committees and the 
Board without personal gain.

The major expense category is Internal Support which 
includes the expenses of maintaining our office, staff and 
direct support of the many committees, programs and 
activities of the Society (see “Working on Behalf of You 
and Your Patien ts ,” The Bulletin , Septem ber,  1982). The 
budgeted increase in Internal Support expense in 1983 
is 8.8%. Internal Support will rep resen t 70.7% of expen­
ses, down tractionally from 1982. We will maintain the 
current staffing level of 2.75 employees (compared to 2.5 
employees in 1977).

1982 Dues
There will be no dues increase in 1983. They will 

remain unchanged a t  $255 per active member. Solid 
administration, aggressive management of our resources 
and increasing membership have allowed the Society to 
go three years without an increase. (The last increase, in 
1979, was 6.5%.)

Other Income
Two years ago, the Society established a $50.00 appli­

cation charge to cover the costs of processing Medical
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Society and hospital medical staff applications. The 1983 
budget includes an increase in the application filing fee 
to $65.00, a portion of which will be used to pay for the 
breakfasts that are a part of the regular Credentials 
Committee meetings with applicants.

For many years, the Medical Society has provided 
mailing services to members free of charge as a 
courtesy. The 1983 budget includes a $25.00 per mailing 
charge for this service. The charge approximates the 
actual cost of providing the service and will be used to 
help cover our office expense.

State Dues
In 1983, the Washington State Medical Association 

dues will be held at their current level of $225. Begin­
ning next year, WSMA has also introduced an incre­
mental dues structure for new members. No dues will be 
charged for members during their first year, 25% will be 
charged during their second year of membership, and 
60°/o and 100% of the dues will be charged during the 
third and fourth full year of membership, respectively.

Regrettably, AMA regular membership dues will 
increase to $315 in 1983 compared to the current $285. 
This was a hotly debated issue at the last AMA House 
of Delegates meeting.

Myra S. Vozenilek, MD 
Secretary-Treasurer

Featuring  
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Homes

SWANSON-McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

American Federal Building 
Tacoma, Washington 98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

Property Management

PUGET SOUND 
MEDICAL BUILDING

Space Available

4 0 8  South "K" Street 
Tacom a, W ashington 98405 

(2 0 6 ) 272-7055

All im provem ents are in and  ready fo r 
occupancy . Loca ted  across street 
from Tacom a General Hospital, Mary 
Bridge Children's Hospital.

“Below Competitive Rates”

Rate includes:
Utilities and  Janitorial services.

DIAPER RASH 
is not a way of life

You can recommend w ith  confidence 
professional diaper service

• L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . Each m o n th  a random  
sam ple  o f o u r d iapers  is sub jec ted  to  exhaustive  
s tud ies in a b io ch e m ica l lab o ra to ry .

•U tm o s t Convenience. T hanks  to  p ick  up and d e ­
live ry  se rvice , o u r p ro d u c t com es w hen  you  need it

•E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  se rvice , all th is  p ro te c tio n  
aga ins t d ia p e r rash costs  fa r less than p a p e rd ia p e rs  
—o n ly  penn ies  m ore  a day  than hom e-w ashed  
d iapers.

C A U TIO N  TO YO U R  PATIENTS. It is illega l to  d is ­
pose o f hum an e xc rem e n t in garbage. M o the rs  are 
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  d iape rs  "D isp osa b le " 
is a m isnom er

D iape r  Serv ice /S erv ing  O ur S e co nd  Generat ion
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Public Health Report

INACTIVATED HEPATITIS B 
VIRUS VACCINE

In Pierce County, as in the res t  of the United States, 
there is a low incidence of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infec­
tion. Certain high risk groups, including certain health 
professionals, however, have an increased risk of HBV 
infection (Table 1; MMWR Vol. 31, No. 24; June  25,
1982). Between 6 and 10% of young adults with HBV 
infection become carriers . Although one-quarter of those 
infected with hepatitis B become ill with jaundice, the 
subclinical infection is more likely to result in the 
chronic carrier s tate. And, as Dr. Jam es Maynard, the 
director of the CDC’s Hepatitis  Lab in Phoenix, 
explained at a recent workshop at the health depart­
ment, the chronic carrier s ta tus  itself leads to the 
burden of the disease: chronic sequelae in 10 to 20% of

JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K ” St.

Tacom a, W ash ing ton 98405 

(206) 627-0031

M EDICAL OFFICE  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located between Tacom a General 
H ospita l and M ary B ridge C h ild rens 
H ospita l w ith  220 car Parking Garage 
all connected by underg round  tu n ­
nel.

U tilities  and Jan ito ria l services p ro ­
vided in rental rates.

carriers including chronic active hepatitis, chronic persis­
ten t hepatitis, cirrhosis, and primary hepatocellular 
carcinoma.

Until recently the only protection from HBV was 
passive protection with Hepatitis B Immune Globulin 
(HBIG), a $300 trea tm en t which is only 60% effective. 
CDC is enthusiastic about the recent development of 
inactivated hepatitis B virus vaccine (Heptavax), a vac­
cine which induces the development of protective anti­
body in over 90% of vaccinees after th ree  doses. This 
vaccine is produced in a manner very different from the 
production methods of other current vaccines — human 
plasma from healthy carriers is ultracentrifuged into a 
suspension of 22 nm surface antigen particles (non- 
infectious) which are inactivated by a th ree  step chem­
ical process. Field trials of the vaccine have shown 
80-95% efficiency in preventing HBV among susceptible 
people. Primary adult vaccination consists of th ree  in tra­
muscular doses of 1.0 ml of vaccine (20 micrograms per
1.0 ml) each; the second and third doses are  given one 
and 6 months after the first. For patients undergoing 
hemodialysis and for other immunosuppressed patients , 
three 2-ml doses (40 micrograms) should be used; in child­
ren under 10 years of age, three 0.5-ml doses (10 micro­
grams) are sufficient.

Universal pre-exposure vaccination of infants and 
children is a goal in countries of the world where HBV 
prevalence is high (90%) or intermediate (25-50%). In the 
United States, high risk groups as noted above will be 
targeted for the vaccine. Health care workers ideally 
should be vaccinated prior to entrance into the field.

Those health care workers who have frequent expo­
sure to blood are a t  highest risk; for example, em er­
gency room nurses, dialysis staff, and surgical staff. P re ­
vaccination screening is cost effective only for those high 
risk groups whose serological prevalence of HBV is 30% 
or above. The vaccine ($120 for the  series) and pre/post 
serological screening will be available at the health 
department.  For information, call Evelyn Peterson or 
Allene Mares at 593-4060.

B ud Nicola, MD, Director, 
Tacoma Pierce County Health D epartm ent
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TABLE 1. Expected Hepatitis B Virus Prevalence 
in Various Population Groups

Prevalence of serologic 
markers of HBV infection 

All
HBsAB markers

_____________________________________ (% )_________ (°/o)

High Risk

Immigrants/refugees from areas of
high HBV endemicity......................  13 70 85

Clients in institutions for the 
mentally retarded .........................  10-20 35-80

Users of illicit parenteral drugs . . .  7 60-80
Homosexually active m ales  6 35-80
Household contacts of HBV

carriers .............................................  3-6 30-60
Patients of hemodialysis units . . . .  3-10 20-80
Intermediate Risk

Prisoners (male) ..................................  1-8 10-80
Staff of institutions for the

mentally retarded . . . . . . . . .  1 10-25
Health-care workers

Frequent blood c o n ta c t .................. 1-2 15-30
Low Risk

Health-care workers
No or infrequent blood contac t . . 0.3 3-10

Healthy Adults (first-time
volunteer blood donors).................. 0.3 3-5

Public Health Emergency Telephone 
Numbers For Communicable Disease 
Reporting Established

The following emergency telephone numbers have 
been established fo r  medical com munity use in the event 
of a suspected or actual communicable disease problem:

Bud Nicola, M D ................................................... 752-5781
Evelyn P e te r so n ................................................. 847-1485
24-Hour Physician Call Number,

Health Department Clinics.......................... 272-4740
24-Hour State Epidemiology........................ 1-464-6289
Routine Reportable Communicable 

Diseases (during business h o u rs ) ................593-4060
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We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’ re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an  & T oynbee  can p ro v id e  you 
w ith  a fu ll range o f in su ra n ce  coverage  to  m eet 
a ll o f y o u r pe rsona l and  p ro fe s s io n a l nee d s  — 
pen s io ns , em p lo ye e  b e n e fits , l ife  and  d is a b ility  
insu ra n ce , p ro p e rty  and c a s u a lty  insu ra n ce .

PERSING, DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC. 
INSURANCE BROKERS

705 S o u th  N in th , T a co m a  W A  98405 / 627-7183

B ob S izer
D oug  D yckm an , Jr. 
Jo hn  T oynbee  
W ayne T h ro nso n

M arge J o hn so n , CPCU 
B. D enn is  S ch m id t, C LU  
P. K a th y  W a rd lo w  
B ob C leave land

Cure
for a 

common 
headache

v
Call ]ean Ferguson and let us show you how our 
specialists can do your billing better, saving you 

time, money and a big monthly headache.

P R O F E S S IO N A L  
B IL L IN G  S E R V IC E

4009 Bridgeport Way W., Suite F 
Tacoma, WA 98466

565-4990, 564-9277
Serving Tacoma for 15 years. 

Can you afford less?



ENHANCING YOUR FINANCIAL SKILLS
St. Joseph 
Education 

7 : 0 0  a.m. to

October 13,1982 
INVESTMENTS IN THE 1980’s
"Understand tax sheltered investments. 
"Differentiate common and preferred stock 
investments,

"Recognize new developments in the bond 
market,

November IQ, 1982 
INCORPORATION -  WHEN & WHY
"increase understanding of personal 
economics & other non-tax considerations. 

■Recognize tax and non-tax benefits. 
"Conceptualize how to establish a 
professional service corporation.

GREGG D JORDSHAUGEN. CPA, Partner 
Simonson, M o o re  a n d  Olson, T aco m a  
A cc o u n ta n t, M e d ica l S ocie ty  o f P ierce 
C o u n ty

BARRY D, BRUNT, CPA, M a n a g e r
Simonson, M o o re  a n d  Olson. T aco m a

ROBERT A. KING, V ice  P resident &  M a n a g e r 
D ean W itte r Reynolds, T a co m a  
Inves tm en t M anage r, M e d ica l Socie ty  
o f P ierce C o u n ty

WILLIAM W. JEUDE, CPA, A c c o u n t Executive 
ENI C o rp o ra tio n , Bellevue 
High Techno logy. Oil a n d  Gas 
Investm ents

Hospital 
Center 
9 :3 0  a.m.
December 9,1982
ESTATE PLANNING -  SHIFTING ASSETS, TRUSTS 

AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
"Understand estate planning and the 
Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981.

■Recognize value in shifting income 
property to lower tax brackets.

'Increase awareness of pension plans.
'Increase understanding of life insurance 
and retirement plans.

January 12,1983
EVALUATING A MEDICAL PRACTICE
"Analyze expense in relation to income to 
control expense.

‘Define a method for establishing a fee for 
new service.

'Understand controlling accounts 
receivable.
Including: Cash flow, improving collections 

and accounts receivable.

FACULTY
BARTON L, ADAMS. A tto rn e y

Adam s, G a g lia rd i a n d  Halstead. T a co m a  
Legal Counsel, M e d ica l S o c ie ty  o f 
P ierce C o u n ty

JERRY R, ZANDER, CLU, A c c o u n t E xecutive  
Schwartz. Shera a n d  A ssocia tes 
Brokers. A c tua rie s  a n d  C onsu ltan ts

DOLORES LUNSTRUM, C M A -A . President 
M a n a g e m e n t Resources, T a co m a  
M e d ica l P ra c tice  C o n su lta n t

CHARLES W. SPAETH. A c c o u n t E xecutive  
The Riley-Griffin C o m p a n y . 
T a co m a -L a ke w o o d  
Real Estate Inves tm ents-S ynd ica tion

JOHN R. HODDER. CPA. Partner 
Simonson, M o o re  a n d  Olson, T aco m a

Co-Sponsored by MSPC Membership Benefits Inc. 
Medical Society of Pierce County 
College of Medical Education

Advance Registration Required (Fees Include Breakfast) 
MSPC Members -  $25 Each Session, $85 Entire Series 

Non MSPC Physicians -  $30 Each Session, $110 Entire Series

Please register for the Financial Breakfast Seminars as follows:
Entire Series n  Sept. 15 □  Oct. 13 □  Nov. 10 □  Dec. 9 □  Jan. 12 □

I am a member of MSPC □  I am not a member of MSPC □
Enclosed is my check for $___________________________________ (Make checks payable to  COME)

Name -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- .--------------------------Specialty_____________________

A ddress_________________________________________   Office___________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________

Please address all registrations and correspondence to: Maxine Bailey, Executive Director
College of Medical Education, Inc,
705 South 9th, No. 203 
Tacoma, Washington 98405



Inter-Professional Relations Committee

WORKING WITH YOUR PHARMACIST(S) 
CAN IMPROVE PATIENT CARE

I suppose today’s generic beer is just one more sign of 
our times. Even my neighbor buys it, though acknow­
ledging tha t while cheaper, it does not have the flavor of 
a certain name brand. In the sartie way, not all generic 
drugs are as effective as the name brands. I have noticed 
this in my practice and I am sure you have, too.

The use of generics was a lively topic of discussion at 
the last meeting of your Inter-professional Relations 
Committee. The pharmacist members pointed out that 
some generics on the market have really never been 
tested. While it is true that the Federal Drug Adminis­
tration (FDA) requires all pharmaceutical firms manufac­
turing generic drugs to make a new drug application to 
insure efficacy of that drug, the FDA, if called, will not 
or cannot tell you if a certain drug manufacturer is 
approved! It was the feeling of our committee that it 
comes right back to the physician to prescribe what he 
or she is sure of, watching the effect of the drug(s) on 
patients and, in the long run, relying on the pharmacist 
(or most pharmacists, that is) to give sound advice about 
generics.

Phoning In Your Prescription
There are certain advantages to phoning in a prescrip­

tion (if it is legal to do so). Your telephone call really 
does take less time than writing the prescription form 
and, most importantly, it gives you an opportunity to 
establish contact with the pharmacist. Many times this 
will allow you to discover other drugs the patient may 
be taking. It can also reassure you about the efficacy of a 
generic preparation. The opportunity to establish rap­
port with the pharmacist can pay great dividends later.

“PRN” Refills
The length of time that a “p m ” refill of a prescription 

can be legally dispensed is one year. Some of our phar­
macy friends have established a house rule of six months 
with which they are more comfortable.

Most pharmacists will dispense medications such as 
Lanoxin and Orinase in smaller amounts to give the 
patient time to contact his or her physician or, in the 
case of a physician who has retired, the new physician 
who has taken over the practice. Sometimes this is a 
problem for the pharmacist and it may take up to 90 
days to get the refill situation straightened out.

Another Helpful Hint
Physicians would be well advised to urge their 

patients to go to one pharmacy, whatever is their choice,

to avoid duplications and overlappings in medications 
with the resultant possible dangerous results. An 
example of this situation is the patient who gets his 
Coumadin at one store and then purchases Dristan at 
another. We all know what that combination can do!

Pet Peeves and Other Assorted Concerns
One of the pet peeves that pharmacists aired at our 

meeting was the case where a physician calls in a pres­
cription without telling the pharmacist tha t the patient 
is on DSHS coupons. If the pharmacist finds out too late, 
he or she must completely re-dispense what the DSHS 
formulary permits and this costs time and, of course, 
money. Please let the pharmacist know when the patient 
is on some form of medical coupon.

Another problem alluded to before in this column is 
the practice of some doctors' offices where the pharma­
cist calls for authorization of a prescription refill and the 
office personnel says, “Oh, sure. Go ahead," without any 
checking of the patient’s record or with the physician, 
for tha t matter. One pharmacist has solved this problem 
by asking the name of the person giving the verbal 
authorization and in this way he feels that he can at 
least be partially relieved of the responsibility that he 
bears.

The Time Has Come
The final portion of our September committee meeting 

was devoted to a presentation by MSPC Executive 
Director Tom Curry on "The Time Has Come,” the tort 
reform program our state medical association is present­
ing to state legislators. Rather frightening statistics 
were included, such as the skyrocketing costs of profes­
sional liability insurance (an average of $890 per physi­
cian in 1970 compared to a projected $36,000 in 1990) and 
the impact of this on the overall cost of medical care.

We should all read this information avidly and under­
stand why there is a malpractice crisis, what the real role 
of malpractice awards should be, and the proposed legis­
lative measures that will combat this horrendous prob­
lem. The WSMA has a program. Let’s gel behind it!

Other professionals at our committee meeting were 
very attuned to the problem and expressed support for 
our effort. Clearly, tort reform is an issue that cuts 
across professional lines and other professions, if they 
are not already, should be supporting our position.

Herman S. Judd , MD, Chairman 
Interprofessional Relations Committee
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Auxiliary News 

CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY PARTY

The Children’s Holiday P arty  is scheduled for T hurs­
day, December 2, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., at the University Place 
United P resbyter ian  Church, 8101 27th St. West, 
Tacoma. Nikki Crowley, party chairman, reports  tha t 
planning for the party  is well underway. Call Nikki if 
you would like to help during the party. Mark you calen­
dars and don’t forget to bring Dad — the whole family 
will really enjoy this event.

P .S  W e're hoping that Santa will again visit us
th a t  day!

Gala Holiday Dinner Planned
The annual joint Medical Society-Auxiliary holiday 

dinner will be held on Tuesday, December 14, a t  6:30 
p.m. a t  Tacoma's Bicentennial Pavilion. The evening will 
feature light enter ta inment,  announcements of the 1983 
officer and trus tees  elections, the introduction of the 
1983 Medical Society P res ident Dr. Robert E. Lane, and

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

IRADIO PACE OF lACOMA . #1 in radio
  paging. Your own personal beeper

will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

ANSWERING 
F M N  SERVICE NORTHWEST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
communication needs . . . r - - ; r \  n r r n  
or both, 24 hours a day. O I ^ ~ ^ O O U

LIFELINE Emergency
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institution or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
without being alone, Q Q Q  Q O Q Q
24 hours a day. O O O 'O / iO o

other presentations. Invitations are in the mail. Be sure 
and make your reservations with the Medical Society 
office for this delightful evening.

October General M eeting
The Auxiliary’s first 1982 fall general meeting was 

held a t  the University Place United Presbyterian  
Church. We used the nursery  for over 30 children of all 
ages.

The main hall housed our morning political skills 
workshop and lively red, white and blue decorated tables 
for our delicious lunch.

In one of the study rooms, Judy Wagonfeld led both 
morning and afternoon “full-housed" workshops on 
"stress for the physician’s family.” Lots of sharing and 
caring evolved.

Over 50 participated in the day’s activities. Our thanks 
go to Debby McAlexander, general chairperson, and to 
Verna Bergmann and Carol Lovy, both dieticians, who 
along with their Cooking Committee (Debby McAlex­
ander, Marilyn Bodily, Shirley Murphy, Betty  Virtue,
Cris White and Mary Lou Jones) not only served us a 
delicious lunch but also provided us with recipes and 
explanations for meals for diabetics, and low sodium, low 
cholesterol and calorie control meals.

Guest panelists at the political workshop were 
Barbara Granlund, Shirley Winsley, Peggy Peterson  and 
Thelmajean Collings. Our own Cindy Hammer was 
moderator and Sally Larson was MC and quiz master. 
Guests included Mary Randolph, president of the 
Washington S tate  Medical Society Auxiliary, from 
Olympia, and Nancy English, s ta te  legislation chair­
person, from Mercer Island. I t  was a fun and rewarding 
day for all who participated.

Anyone interested in forming a “sharing network," is 
asked to call Marlene A rthu r  a t  845-1094.

AMA-ERF Sharing Card
Many thanks to all those who donated so generously 

to the AMA-ERF Holiday Card project.  If you have a 
last minute addition call Helen Whitney a t  564-4345 
immediately!

Appreciation is due to the hard workers who helped 
with the mailings, they are: Marilyn Bodily, Syd Waskey, 
Alair Sheimo, Shirley Murphy, Shirley Kemmen, Helen 
Whitney, Cindy Anderson, Dot Truckey and Carol 
Hopkins.

Judy Baerg
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Correspondence The United States ^  
Air Force 

Medical Corps
R estraint Urged in Prescribing Kits
To The Editor:

In the past lew weeks, discussions have taken place 
with the Tacoma School District Ad Hoc Medical Advi­
sory Committee and with the Medical Society's Public 
Health/School Health Committee regarding the [act that 
many physicians are prescribing bee sting kits for child­
ren and these are being taken to school by the children.

Most children have just a local reaction to bee stings 
and do not require the use of a bee sting kit. Also, there 
is no longer a full-time school nurse or health profes­
sional in the majority of schools who can administer the 
kit. Therefore, it is advised th a t  physicians in the 
county, who feel very strongly that certain children have 
a bee sting kit available must see to it th a t  these 
children have been thoroughly instructed in use of the 
kit. If it is such an urgent situation tha t  the child may 
need the bee sting kit, then he or she should be fully 
instructed in its use. However, if it is not an urgent 
situation, then bee sting kits should not be sent to 
school.

We would appreciate the cooperation of physicians, 
patients, and school personnel throughout the county in 
this effort.

Sincerely,
Terry W. T orgenm d, MD, Member,
Public Health/School Health Committee

TESTING PROCEDURES
Now available by computer for your 

use with your own patients in differentiating 
the organic from the psychophysiological 
or a combination of both.

Seventeen screening tests in three 
areas:

1. Medical history (Harvard) and social history.
2. Three different vocational aptitude tests.
3. Multiple psychological tests including: the 

MMPI, the Rorschach, Neurological Evalua­
tion and I.Q. assessment, etc.

These are at reasonable cost but are 
not covered by insurance unless authorized 
in advance. Further information is available 
on request by contacting:

PSYCHIATRY, PSYCHOLOGY ASSOCIATES 
Suite B -3009 Allenmore Medical Center 

Tacoma, Washington 98405  
383-2413

is cu rre n tly  accep ting  app lica tions  fo r th e  
fo llo w in g  specia lties:

G eneral S urgery  
O rthoped ic  S u rge ry  

O to rh in o la ryn g o lo g y  
N eurosu rge ry  

R heum ato logy 
O p h th a lm o lo g y  

A nesthes io logy  
U ro logy  

O b /G yn  
For fu rth e r in fo rm a tion  call: 

C harles P lunke tt o r Tom  T h o rn to n  
at 442-1307, o r v is it them  at 4518 

U n ive rs ity  W ay NE, S u ite  312, 
Seattle, W A 98105 

(o u t-o f-to w n  — call co llec t)
T o u r co n fid e n tia lity  is assured.

\ __________________

^  i h q d s i c h z
A  g r e a t  w a y  o f  l ife .

THE DOCTORS HOSPITAL 
OF TACOMA

Next General Medical Staff 
Meeting 

Monday, December 6th 

Noon 
Hospital Cafeteria 

Complimentary Lunch 
AND 

the popular 

“BACK TO BASICS”

14 November 1982



THE SIXTH IN A  SERIES

We’v e  Ha d  A  
'Healthy Ye a r ' 
Th an ks To \bu.

Without you 
this time of year 
wouldn't be quite 
so jolly.

You've made our holiday season look 
bright and our new years prospects exciting.

We work hard to make Doctor's Hospital 
the place you can always count on.

The place where you are always welcome 
and where we, through your use of our 
services can care for more of your patients.

So, we'd just 
like to take this 
time to "thank 
you” for a great 

year and wish you and yours the best of 
holidays and a joyous new year.

And when you’re in on Fridays before  
Christmas, be sure and pick up your free 
'Darigold Eggnog' for the holidays.

It's just one of the ways we can make 
your day a little brighter.

Doctor’s Hospital
Help without the hassle.

The Doctors Hospital o f Tacoma, 737 Fawcett Avenue, Tacoma. WA 98402, 627-81



Membership

In accordance with the Bylaws of the Medical Society 
of Pierce County, Chapter Seven, Section A, MEMBER­
SHIP, the following physicians have applied for member­
ship, and notice of the ir  application is herewith 
presented.

As outlined in the  Bylaws, any member who has

information of a derogatory  nature  concerning an appli­
cant's moral or ethical conduct, medical qualifications or 
other such requisites for membership, shall assume the 
responsibili ty of conveying th a t  information to the 
Credentials Committee or Board of T rus tees  of the 
Society.

First Notice
S tep h en  J . A n n est, M D, G en era l  & V ascu lar  
S u r g e r y .  B orn  in T acom a ,  "WA 2/22/49; U n iv e r ­
s i ty  of W ash in g to n  School  of M edic ine,  S ea t t le ,  
W A  1975; in te rn s h ip ,  Virg in ia  M ason  Hospi ta l ,  
S e a t t l e ,  W A  1975-1976; re s idency ,  A lbany  M ed i­
cal C en te r ,  A lbany ,  N ew  Y ork ,  1976-1981; g r a d ­
u a te  t ra in in g ,  B ay lor  U n iv e rs i ty  Medical 
C en te r ,  Dallas ,  T X ,  1981-1982; W as h in g to n  
S t a t e  license , 1982. H a s  appl ied  for medical s taf f  

p r iv i leg e s  a t  A l le nm ore ,  Docto rs ,  Good S a m a r ­
itan,  M ary  Bridge ,  P u g e t  Sound ,  S t .  J o s e p h  and Tacom a 
G e n era l  hospi ta ls .  D r.  A n n e s t  is p rac t ic ing  a t  1106 S o u th  F o u r th  
A v e n u e ,  T acom a.  Sponsors: Drs.  Leo A n n e s t  and  E d m u n d  A. 
K a n a r .

D avid M. C hristopher, M D, P ed ia t r ic s ,  Born  in 
S e a t t l e ,  W A  8/15/52; U n iv e rs i ty  of W ash in g to n  
School of M edic ine,  S e a t t l e ,  1979; in te rnsh ip ,  
U n iv e rs i ty  of Colorado Aff i lia te  H osp i ta l  (pedia­
trics), 1979-1980; re s idency ,  U n iv e rs i ty  of Color­
ado  Aff i lia te  Hospi ta l ,  1980-1982; W ash in g to n  
S t a t e  license, 1982. H as  appl ied  for medical  s ta f f  
m e m b e rs h ip  a t  Good S a m a r i t a n ,  Lakew ood  
G e nera l ,  M ary  B ridge  C hild rens ,  St .  Jo se p h  and 

Tacom a  G en era l  hospita ls .  Dr.  C h r i s to p h e r  is 
p rac t ic ing  a t  1322 3rd  St .  S.E. ,  Puyal lup .  Sponsors: Drs .  Donald 
M ot t  and  R o b e r t  A ls ton .

P e ter  A . C ooley, M D, Radiology.  Born  in Oak 
R idge ,  T enn .  2/5/52; U n iv e rs i ty  of Wisconsin  
School of Medic ine,  Madison,  WI,  1978; i n t e r n ­
ship,  M ilw au k ee  C h i ld re n ’s H osp i ta l  (pediatrics) ,
1978-1979; re s idency ,  St.  L u k e ’s Hospi ta l ,  
M ilw aukee ,  WI,  1979-1982; W as h in g to n  S ta te  
license, 1982. H as  applied  for medical s ta f f  
m e m b e rs h ip  a t A llenm ore ,  Good S a m a r i ta n ,  
L ake w ood  G en era l ,  and  M ary  B ridge  hospita ls .  

Dr.  Cooley is p ra c t ic ing  a t  Gross,  Larson ,
W h i tn e y  and A ssoc ia tes .  Sponsors: Drs . K e n n e th  E .  G ross  and 
J o h n  A.  Flood.

S tev en  C. D ronen, M D, E m er g e n c y  Medicine. 
B orn  in Chicago,  IL 10/3/51; A b ra h a m  Lincoln 
School of M edic ine,  Chicago,  1977; in te rnsh ip ,  
H e n ry  Fo rd  Hosp i ta l ,  Chicago,  1977-78; r e s i ­
dency,  H e n ry  Fo rd  Hospi ta l ,  Chicago, 1978-80. 
W as h in g to n  S t a t e  license, 1982. Dr.  D ro n en  is 
c u r re n t ly  a s ta f f  physic ian  a t  M AM C- Sponsors: 
D rs .  R o b e r t  E. S t u a r t  and  K e n n e th  F rum kin .

Richard J. Jerd e, M D , D iagnos t ic  Radiology.
Born  in M ilw auke e ,  W I  11/01/50; U n iv e r s i ty  of 
W iscons in  School of M edic ine ,  Madison,  1973; 
in te rn s h ip ,  S w e d is h  H osp i ta l ,  S e a t t l e ,
1977-1978; r e s id en c y ,  D iagnos t ic  Radiology,  
U n iv e rs i ty  of W as h in g to n ,  1978-1981;

| W ash in g to n  S t a t e  license, 1982. H as  app l ied  for 
[ medical  s t a f f  m e m b e rs h ip  a t  D oc to rs ,  P u g e t  

Sound ,  S t .  J o s e p h  and T a co m a  G en era l  hospi­
ta ls .  Dr.  J e r d e  is p rac t ic in g  a t  Tacom a
Radiological A ssoc ia tes ,  P.S.  Sponsors: Drs.  G i lb e r t  R o lle r  and 
G eo rg e  B arnes .

D avid R. K ennel, M D, F a m ily  P rac t ice .  B orn  in 
St.  Louis ,  MO 12/24/52; U n iv e r s i ty  of Michigan 
M edical School,  A n n  A rb o r ,  1979; in te rnsh ip ,  
P ro v id en c e  H osp i ta l ,  Sou thf ie ld ,  M ichigan,
1979-1980; re s id en cy ,  P ro v id e n c e  Hosp i ta l ,  
Sou thf ie ld ,  M ichigan,  1980-1982. W as h in g to n  
S t a l e  license, 1982. H a s  appl ied  for medical  s ta ff 
p r iv i leges  a t  L a k e w o o d  G enera l ,  M a r y  Bridge  
and St .  J o s e p h  hosp i ta ls .  Dr.  K ennel  is p ra c t i ­

cing a t  5900 100th St.  S.W., Tacom a .  S ponso rs :
Drs .  David  M. G im le t t  and  J a m e s  F u r s to s s .

M ichael R. L ovy, M D, R h eu m ato lo g y .  Born  in 
D e tro i t ,  Michigan 10/11/50; U n iv e r s i ty  of M ich­
igan School of M edic ine ,  1972; in te rnsh ip ,  H en ry  
F o rd  H osp i ta l ,  D e t ro i t ,  1975-76; re s idency ,
H e n ry  F o rd  H osp i ta l ,  1978-79; g r a d u a te  t r a in ­
ing, rh eu m a to lo g y ,  H a m m e r s m i t h  Hosp i ta l ,  
London ,  E n g lan d ,  1979-1980, and  U n iv e rs i ty  of 

ia*. Colorado,  1980-1982. W a s h in g to n  S t a t e  license,
1982. H as  app l ied  for medical  s ta f f  p r iv i leges  a t  

A llenm ore ,  St .  J o s e p h  and  T a c o m a  G en era l  
hospita ls .  Dr.  L o ry  is p rac t ic in g  a t  C e d a r  M edica l  C en te r ,  
Tacom a .  Sp o n s o rs :  Drs . R o b e r t  E .  E t t l i n g e r  an d  G e o rg e  H. 
Krick .

John H. R ow lands, M D , P u lm o n a r y  D iseases .  
Born  in P i t t s b u r g h ,  P A ;  U n iv e r s i ty  of W a s h in g ­
ton  School of M edic ine ,  S e a t t l e ,  1976; i n t e r n ­
ship, Good S a m a r i t a n  H osp i ta l ,  Phoen ix ,  AZ,

; 1976-1977; r e s id en cy ,  Good S a m a r i t a n  Hosp i ta l ,  
Phoen ix ,  AZ,  1977-1979; g r a d u a t e  t ra in in g ,  Good 
S a m a r i t a n  H o sp i ta l ,  P h o en ix ,  1980-1982; W a s h ­
ing ton  S t a t e  license , 1982. H a s  app l ied  fo r 
medical  s t a f f  p r iv i leg e s  a t  St .  J o s e p h ,  T acom a 

G e n e ra l  and  P u g e t  S ound  hosp i ta ls .  Dr.
R ow lands  is p rac t ic in g  a t  1718 S o u th  I S t r e e t ,  T acom a .  
S ponso rs :  D rs .  J a m e s  G. Bil lingsley and  L a w r e n c e  A. L a rs o n .
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Andrew N . Statson , M D , Obstetrics/Gynecology. 
Born in Bulgaria  10/16/34; U n ive rs i ty  of Paris , 
F rance ,  1962; e x te rnsh ip ,  St. Alexis  Hospi tal , 
Cleveland.  Ohio; in te rnship ,  St.  Alexis Hospital , 
Cleveland,  1963-1964; residency, Ml. Sinai 
Hospital , Cleveland, Ohio, 19640967. W ash ing ­
ton S ta te  license, 1973. Has  applied l'or medical 
s taf f  pr iv i leges  a t  M ary  Bridge, P u g e t  Sound 
and St. Jo se p h  hospita ls . Dr. S ta tson  is prac tic ­

ing a t  C edar  Medical C en ter ,  Tacoma. Sponsors:
Drs. J. Anton io  Garc ia  and R o b er t  A. Padge t t .

K eith B. Tucker, M D, A dm in is tra to r .  Born in 
Seatt le ,  W A 7/8/32; Univers i ty  of W ashington 
School of Medicine, 1958; in te rnship .  H arbo r  
view Medical C en te r  1958-59; residency. Univer­
s ity  of Colorado, 1959-61. W ash ing ton  S ta te  
license, 1961. Dr.  T ucker  is the  medical directo r,  
PCMB. Sponsors: Drs. Arnold H erm ann  and 
Ben Blackett .

Jam es M. W agner, M D, Cardio logy.  Born in 
Richmond, VA 8/20/43. Oregon H eal th  Sciences  
Univers i ty ,  1976; in te rnship ,  Sinai  Hospital , 
Detro i t ,  MI, 1976 1977; res idency,  Good 
S a m ar i ta n  Hospital . P o r t land ,  OR, 1977-1979; 
g rad u a te  tra in ing,  Oregon Heal th  Sciences  U ni­
vers i ty ,  P o r t land ,  OR, 1979-1980; and U n ivers i ty  
of Utah,  Salt  L ak e  City,  Utah.  1980-1981. W as h ­
ington S ta te  license, 1982. Has  applied for medi­

cal s ta f f  pr ivi ledges  a t  M ary  Bridge,  St.  Jo se p h  
and Tacoma General  hospi ta ls.  Dr. W ag n e r  is prac t ic ing  a t  126 
A uburn  A venue, A uburn .  Sponsors: Dr. Anita  D. S ilverman.

R. Ivan Zbaraschuk, M D, Urology. Born  in 
Canada 5/22/42; Loma L inda  U nivers i ty  School 
of Medicine, Loma Linda,  CA, 1976; in te rnship ,  
Loma Linda U n ivers i ty  Hospi ta l .  Loma Linda, 
CA, 1977-1977 ( internal medicine), and Virginia 
Mason Hospital , Sea t t le ,  WA. 1977-1978 (cate, 
surgery);  res idency,  U n ive rs i ty  of W ashington,
1978-82. W ash ing ton  S ta te  license, 1979. Has  
applied for medical  s taf f  pr iv i leges  a t Good 

Sam ari tan ,  M ary  Bridge, St.  Jo sep h  and
Tacoma General  hospi ta ls . Dr. Zbaraschuk  is prac tic ing  a t  2709 
E a s t  Main, Puyallup.  Sponsors: Drs. Rober t  C. W in eg ar  and 
K enneth  H. S tu rd ev an t .

The Ideal X-Ray System
from Pacific X-Ray

PACIFIC X-RAY 
CO RPORATIO N

This versatile Bennett system is perfect for 
hospitals, clinics and individual or group practices.

Features
»Auto-Tech one-button 

technique
» Digital impulse timer, solid 

state
* 2-5 YEAR warranty on all 

parts
12 YEAR pro-rata tube 

warranty
► 100 step KvP regulation
► 4-way and 6-way float-top 

table
» “LED” MaS readout

Benefits
► Consistent high-quality 

radiographs
»100% timing accuracy-few er 

repeats
► Investment protection, 

confidence
► Lower replacement cost

►300, 400,500,600 ma

* Professional over-all 
appearance

•  Technique versatility
• Ease of positioning, speed, 

comfort
• Saves time and errors in 

technique
• Versatility of selection -  

fundamental to tomographic
•  Updated look gives patients 

feelings of confidence

Pacific X-Ray Corporation is an independent 
Northwest company serving the radiographic pro­
fession since 1947! Call us for (1) X-Ray apparatus,
(2) X-Ray automatic processors, (3) X-Ray chemicals, 
(4) Processor repairs and maintenance, (5) Film,
(6) Silver recovery systems, (7) Radiographic acces­
sories and (8) Education programs.

Hom e Office
5017 N.E. Grand Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97211

Sales O ffices: Portland (503) 287-3737 
(Toll-free in Oregon 1-800-452-7241) 
S ea ttle  (206) 545-9058
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For Medication Given at School

PHYSICIAN ORDER FORM APPROVED

Recent changes in state law permit the giving of oral medication to students during school hours provided proper 
authorization from physicians and parents is obtained. Use of a standardized county-wide form has been suggested (see 
The Bulletin, "Public Health/School Health Report," November, 1982).

The Public Health/School Health Committee has approved the following form for physician use. The form is publish­
ed in this issue for the convenience of physicians. Please have your office staff reproduce the form as needed. — The 
Editor

Medical Society of Pierce County 
Physician’s Orders for M edication at School

Medication is ordered to be given to a s tudent a t  school only when absolutely necessary. W henever possible, the parent 
and physician are urged to design a schedule for giving medication outside of school hours. If this is not possible, it must be 
understood by the paren t tha t  the medication will be dispensed by the principal or his/her designee in the absence of the 
school nurse.

Only prescription oral medication will be administered. The principal will designate the person responsible to dispense 
medication on an individual basis.

The school accepts no responsibility for untoward reactions when the medication is dispensed in accordance with the 
physician’s directions.

Is it necessary to dispense this medication during school hours? _________Yes  No

If yes, please give diagnosis or reason: _______________________________________________________________________________

Name of patient: _________________________________

Drug and dosage form: ___________________________

Dose and mode of administration: ________________

Hour(s) to be given :_______________________________

Duration without subsequent order: ______________

Side effects of drug (if any) to be expected: ________

D a te :______________________ Physician's signature:

Parent’s Permission
I request th a t  the principal or a staff member designated by him/her be perm itted  to dispense to my child, (name of child)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- the medication prescribed by (name of physician)

___________________________________________________________________ for a period f ro m _______________ t o _______________ .

The medication is to be furnished by me in the original container labeled by the pharmacy or physician with the name of the 
medicine, the amount to be taken, and the time of day to be taken. The physician’s name is on the  label. I understand th a t  my 
signature indicates my understanding tha t  the school accepts no liability for untoward reactions when the medication is 
administered in accordance with the physician’s directions. This authorization is good for the  curren t school year only. In 
case of necessity the school district may discontinue administration of the medication with proper advance notice. If notified 
by school personnel th a t  medication remains after  the course of trea tm ent,  I will collect the medication from the school or 
understand th a t  it will be destroyed. I am the paren t or the legal guardian of the child named.

D a te :_________________ Signature of parent or guardian:  ______________ ___________________________________________

Studen t’s home address:

18

.School:
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Society News Briefs
(Continued from  page 4)

and Board of Trustees. The policy is reprinted below for 
the benefit of all members:

"Use of the society’s mailing list generally will be 
restricted to medical or society related matters where 
the best interests of the profession and society are 
served (announcement by a member of establishment of 
a practice, or meeting notices, for example).

"Use of the mailing list may be permitted where the 
general best interests of the community, particularly as 
they relate to health care or its delivery, are concerned. 
The list also may be used to mail information to the 
membership about society endorsed programs provided 
through commercial firms.

"Requests for use of the mailing list to solicit contribu­
tions or when use of the list may not serve the best 
general interests of the profession or society will be 
authorized only by the Executive Committee or Board of 
Trustees. Permission to use the mailing list will be 
determined solely and specifically by the purpose to be 
served by the mailing.

“Except in the case of a society endorsed program, use 
of the mailing list will be denied to persons, groups or 
organizations where the primary goal is that of economic 
gain. Use of the list will likewise be denied to any 
person, group or organization where purely political 
motives are evident. This would exclude political activity 
which is designed to benefit the community, the society, 
or the profession.

“The Medical Society of Pierce County has the right to 
refuse any request.  For all approved requests by non­
profit organizations, the Society's established per hour 
secretarial service fee will be charged. In the case of 
approved use of the mailing list by a for-profit organiza­
tion, the rate charged will be twice the non-profit rate."

Salary/Fringe Benefit Survey 
Results Available

The annual salary and fringe benefit survey has been 
conducted and tabulated by the Medical Society’s Place­
ment Service. Survey results are available to members 
upon request. Results will be mailed to the physician’s 
home. For your copy, please contact the Placement 
Service, 572-3709.

People and Places . . .
Dr. Robert F. Kapelowitz wishes to announce to the 

membership tha t  he has changed his name to Robert F. 
Kapela.

Annual Joint Dinner Set for December 14
The annual joint Medical Society-Auxiliary dinner 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 14 at the 
Bicentennial Pavilion. A prime rib dinner, brief introduc­
tion of officers ceremony, and a performance by the 
Tacoma Youth Symphony Brass Ensemble highlight an 
evening of medical community camaraderie.

The price of $38 per couple ($19 per person) includes 
the prime rib dinner (with wine), tax, gratuity. If you 
have not yet made a reservation for the holiday dinner, 
contact the Medical Society office, 572-3667, today.

H E K X N S
^ ^ u a v m e  & sroiuee

JERRY PLANCICH
A C C O U N T  EXEC U TIVE

OFFICES & HOUSEHOLDS 
RECORD STORAGE • MEDICAL & BUSINESS 
LABORATORIES • EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

ELECTRONIC & HIGH TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS

P.O. SO X 30728
1-475-3533 — T A C O M A  9401 AU R O R A  A V E N U E  N O R TH
(206)527-7600 SEA TTLE . W A S H IN G T O N  98103

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and Union 
Suite B-1005 

Tacoma, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. K incaid, Business Manager

22 acre campus adjacent to 156 bed 
A llenm ore C om m unity Hospital. C entra lly 
located; freeway access; ample parking. All 
inclusive rental rates; suite construction  
allowances.
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NOW MORE THAN E V E R ............
WHEN IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

Y ou can e n h a n c e  your  practice,  keep  your  payroll 
at a m in im um  an d  hire the  best  em p lo y ee  available.

Y our Medical Society P lacem ent Service specializes in personnel p lacem ent.

W e advise, consult, screen, test, check references, advertise for you and  have  the  latest statistics 
on salary ranges and  benefit packages in Pierce County .

W e help you avoid legal difficulties by having available the information you need  to know 
regarding discrimination and  fair em ploym ent practices.

We will personally visit your practice to assess the individual needs  of your office 
and  provide you with the best match.

Qualified help turn to us first.
W e’re effective, ethical, and  responsive. Controlled by a physician Board of Directors.

MEDICAL-DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 South 9th, Suite 203 
Tacoma, W A 98405 
572-3709

Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

A n  in d e p e n d e n t  p e n s io n  c o n s u lt in g  o rg a n iz a t io n  
p ro v id in g  a ll th e  s e rv ic e s  n e e d e d  to  d e s ig n , 
a d m in is te r, a n d  m a in ta in  p e n s io n  a n d  p ro f it  
s h a r in g  p la n s

O u r  se rv ic e s  in c lu d e :

•  P lan  D e s ig n  to  m e e t  y o u r  s p e c if ic  n e e d s

•  P lan  In s ta lla tio n  a s s is ta n c e  to  q u a lify  y o u r  p la n

•  P lan  A d m in is t ra t io n  o n  a  c o n t in u o u s  bas is  to  m e e t  
g o v e rn m e n ta l re q u ire m e n ts

•  A s s is ta n c e  to  c lie n ts  w h o s e  p la n s  a r e  a u d ite d

Suite 1616 • W ashington Building • Tacoma, W ashington 98402 
(2 0 6 ) 572-6663

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ica l and A lle rg y  Labo ra to ry
•  A lle rgens and Vaccines
•  Private & N urs ing  Hom e Calls 

Tw o addresses to  Serve You

•  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R O F E S S IO N A L  S Q U A R E
2603 B r id g e p o r t W ay W est 
T a co m a . W ash. 98466 
P hone  (206) 564-1565

•  T O R Q U A Y  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R
34616 11th P lace  So.
F edera l W ay, W ash. 98003 
P hone  (206) 927-7655
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Classified

Classified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed to: Grawin Publications, 1020 
Lloyd Building, 603 Stewart Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inimum  charge. 
C heck must accom pany copy.

JA C K S O N  HALL M E D IC A L  CENTER.
Space ava ilab le  Tor lease across from  
T acom a  G enera l H osp ita l. D esign  and 
fin ish  to  y o u rre q u ire m e n ts . Variab le  lease 
rate If des ired . C a ll 627-0031.

TA C O M A , LA K EW O O D  —  Lease  space  
fo r  M e d ic a l-D e n ta l S e p c ia lis ts  in th e  new  
F o r t S te i la c o o m  P ro fe s s io n a l B ld g . 
In te r io r  can be d e s ig n e d  fo r  leaso rs  
n eeds. E x c e lle n t lo c a tio n  and  e xpo su re . 
C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R ing  at 584-6200 
o r 582-5856.

FO R SA LE —  M O D U LA R  C LIN IC
E q u ip p ed  w ith  X -ray, 2 exam  ro o m s  fu rn ­
ishe d , o ne  c o n s u lta t io n  room  fu rn is h e d , 
o ne  re c e p tio n  ro om  fu rn is h e d . B uyer 
m u s t m ove  c l in ic  fro m  p re se n t lo c a tio n . 
F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t Barbara  
B e l la c k ,  M e d ic a l - S u r g ic a l  C l in ic ,  
E n u m c la w , W A , 825-6511.

U N IO N  A VENU E M E D IC A L -D E N TA L  
C EN TER  — S pace ava ilab le  fo r lease, 
s ta ff lou n g e  fa c ilitie s , ce n tra l vac., air, 
and s to rage  (near A lle n m o re  H osp.) C all 
752-6336 (M o n .— T h u rs .) Tacom a.

S P A C IO U S  H ILL TO P  H O M E  o ve rlo o k in g  
W o llo c h e t Bay. F o u r bedroom s, th ree  
baths, th ree  firep laces, re c re a tio n  room , 
sauna, sec luded  acre, $136,500, 9'/i%  
assum ab le  m ortgage . C o n tra c t Le igh  
H un t, (206) 851-5248.

FOR R ENT a ll o r p a rt 3200 sq. ft . in  10 th  & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G ood  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f ic e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
3B3-3207.

E LE C TR O LY S IS

H elene  B lack , R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M em ber: W a sh in g to n  S ta te  E lec tro lys is  
Assn. and  E le c tro lys is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra ine d : K ree In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro lys is , N.Y. and W ilsh ire  
B lvd. S ch o o l, Los A nge les

NORTH END CLASSICS

INVEST IN OLD TOWN! Rustic 3 bedroom classic M
with 2 baths, family room, formal dining room, 
breakfast room and living room with marine view. 
Wonderful new kitchen with ''antique" charm. Also 
new carpets, beautiful wall coverings, new roof, 
wiring, and electric furnace. Ask to see heating bills. 
$105,000, terms. m

ANNIE WRIGHT is just across the street from this u
handsome brick tudor. 3 ,300 sq. ft. of elegance -  >1
arched doorways, natural wood, graceful staircase 
and so forth. 5155,000 with 525.000 down and m
low interest owner financing. Superb family home. M

UNOBSTRUCTED VIEW and superior privacy are 
integral parts of this fine brick home which M
combines traditional and contemporary concepts 
in a spacious and gracious environment. 5 bed­
rooms, 3Va baths, 3 fireplaces, sauna; much natural 
oak and rich mahogany. $249,500.

THE SENATOR METCALF HOUSE! 5 .0 0 0  sq ft of 
palatial elegance. Five to seven bedrooms, four 
baths, "garlanded parlour," oval living room, over- m
sized lot. Professionally restored to  the highest 
standard, the Metcalf house is in a class by itself. 
$295,000,

3316 N. Proctor -  (206) 752-3565 u
M

M -

P u g e t S o u n d  C o lle c tio n s  Inc.

Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the medical community since 1960, 
benefiting all Medical Society Members.

Member, A m erican Collectors Association 
M edical/D ental Hospital Bureaus ol Am erica
PS.C is ow ned  an d  o p e ra ted  
by Frank B. Rossiter.

Puget Sound 
Collections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
PO. Box 1213 
Tacoma, WA. 98401
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M E D IC A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E . A p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  1400 s q . f t .  to r  re n t o r  le a se  in 
m u l t i - s p e c ia l t y  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g ,  T h e  
D o c t o r ’ s P r o fe s s io n a l  B u i ld in g ,  721 
F a w c e tt A ve ., T a c o m a . F o r in fo rm a tio n  
c o n ta c t  M a i B la ir , 627-8111.

P A T H O L O G IS T  & LA B O R A T O R Y  
D IR E C T O R

N a tio n a l c o rp o ra t io n  is  s e e k in g  a la b o ra ­
to ry  d ir e c to r  fo r  a 300  bed  m u lt i- s p e c ia lty  
h o s p ita l in P a c if ic  N o r th w e s t.  M u s t be 
A P /C P  c e r t i f i e d .  S e n d  re s u m e  to :  
M e d ic a l D ire c to r , B o x  G P, 1020 L lo y d  
B ld g ., S e a ttle , W A  98101. R e p lie s  c o n f i­
d e n t ia l.

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u l t i ­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in  P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t co ve ra g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t y e a r g u a ra n te e  and  
in c e n tiv e s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A rea  se rves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e rin a ta l re fe rra l cen te r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C .V. o r  in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S k r in a r, M .D ., P u g e t S o u n d  
C lin ic , 3611 S o u th  "D "  S tre e t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756 -8569  o r 206 -272-0486  a fte r  hou rs .

LU X U R Y  F U R N IS H E D  H O M E  TO  LEA SE  
O N  A M E R IC A N  LAKE

R a re  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  re n t  lu x u r y  5- 
b e d ro o m , 5 -ba th  h o m e  in  p r im e  lo c a tio n  
w ith o u t  b u rd e n  o f h ig h  in te re s t o r  c a p ita l 
in v e s tm e n t .  O w n e r  l iv in g  a b ro a d .  
$ 1 5 0 0 /m o n th  re n ta l in c lu d e s  g a rd e n e r. 
A v a ila b le  F e b ru a ry  1st. W r ite  fo r  fu r th e r  
in f o r m a t io n  to  B o x  9 8 1 7 9 , T a c o m a  
98499.

P R O F E S S IO N A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E  fo r
re n t/le a s e . V a lle y  P ro fe s s io n a l P laza 
B u ild in g  lo c a te d  d ire c t ly  a c ro s s  fro m  
V a lle y  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l.  1,020 sq . f t .  a t 
$10.50 p e r sq . f t .  A  to ta l o f 7 ro o m s ; 4 
e xam  ro o m s , p h y s ic ia n 's  o f f ic e /c o n s u l­
ta t io n  ro o m , b u s in e s s  o f f ic e  and  w a it in g  
ro o m . F irs t  f lo o r ,  h a n d ic a p p e d  a c c e s s ­
ib le  e n tra n c e . P le a se  c o n ta c t P a tty  C a r l­
s o n , 223-6918.

F A M IL Y  P R A C TIC E  lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
in g s  a t T a c o m a , O ly m p ia , F e d e ra l W ay 
M e d ic a l C e n te rs  o f G ro u p  H e a lth  C o o p ­
e ra t iv e . B o a rd  e l ig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu l l  s c o p e  p r im a ry  ca re . C o n ­
ta c t :  Dr. J e s s e  M a n te l, 1112 S. C u s h m a n  
S t., T a c o m a , W A  98405, (206) 383-6120.

FOR R ENT: 600 s q u a re  fe e t, p ro fe s s io n a l 
o f f ic e  s p a c e . W a lk in g  d is ta n c e  to  
T a c o m a  G e n e ra l. $750 m o n th . 627-4182, 
C a s c a d e  M e d ic a l B u ild in g .

O F F IC E  S P A C E  —  S p a c io u s  a iry  s u ite , 
f iv e  y e a rs  o ld , n e x t to  T a c o m a  G e n e ra l.
1 ,400 sq . f t .  W in d o w s  o n  th re e  s id e s  - 
v e ry  l ig h t .  T h re e  la rg e  e x a m  ro o m s . 
A v a ila b le  7-8/82. R e a s o n a b le . C o n ta c t 
G e o rg e  K r ic k , M .D ., 572-3520.

P A N O R A M IC  1 8 0 ° M A R IN E , M O U N T A IN  
V IE W  fro m  c o n t ra c to r 's  o w n  h o m e . F o u r 
b e d ro o m s , th re e  b a th ro o m s , in -g ro u n d  
p o o l, h e a t p u m p . M a ny  o th e r  a m e n it ie s . 
T e rm s  n e g o tia b le . To  p re v ie w , c o n ta c t 
P at J a c k m a n , 759-7143 res ., 752-6696, 
o f f ic e .  O p ie  R ea lty .

FO U R  W H E E L  D R IV E , 1981 D e lu xe  
C h e vy  %  to n  p ic k -u p  t r u c k  w ith  c a n o p y  
a nd  a ll e x tra s . C o s t $11 ,000 . B e s t o f fe r  
o v e r $8 ,000 . C a ll 752-3211, T a c o m a .

A D V E R T IS IN G  R A TES  
R E P R IN T  IN F O R M A T IO N

IS  A V A IL A B L E  BY C O N T A C T IN G  
G ra w in  P u b lic a t io n s  

223-0861

Prodata talks about
Number 3 m our "step method ol com puter use is Timesharing We'd like to  explain an important 
fact about our time^hare service Did you know you can install an in-office term inal from Prodata, 
timeshare on our system, and then expand to  own your own com puter w ithout changing your sys­
tem > This means there'll be no wasted tim e while you wait lor your new system to  be programmed 
from your old. And importantly, there are no reprogramming costs or expensive lost tim e So. ask 
Prodata about 3 our timesharing program that prepares you for com puter ownership w ithout a 
system change

Prodata has 4 ways to improve office productivity with computers.

1
 M ail-In Service te rm ina l Inpu l T imesharing.

n-T-M.r- Service o - i input

f  and
.loi'iinimgsyslem

hiiiI rii i. |,ii,i || fe thinking
i 'lln iri| ml. 1 In.’ mil,.in oilier ill owning a W

Hiipmer time- 
s lu rm *  allows 

j betere
-■ Iir uhuv

Your Own 
C om puter A 
com plete m-house 
com puter system 
I rum Prodata and 
Texas Instruments 

|  The best hardware 
and the best 

.ire The 
Pro^yO System

SPOKANE
(509 | 328-4725

prodata
Computer systems since 1958

Ci ir [n  iM te  O ff ic e

SEATTLE
(206) 682-4120

11 Western A vr Seattle WAQBI2

PORTLAND
(503) 228-4783
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How Pborman-Douglas 
can help you cure 

an occluded cash flow
For two decades, Poorman- 
Douglas has been helping good 
doctors become good business­
men.

The automated medical ac­
counting systems we offer can 
let you check on the financial 
health of your practice as closely 
as you look after the physical 
health of your patients. Just as 
they have for some 1,600 physi­
cians throughout the Northwest.

W hat 's  more, Poorman- 
Douglas is the only Northwest 
company to offer all three 
categories of automated medical 
accounting products. So w e’re 
singularly qualified to prescribe, 
objectively, the appropriate sys­
tem for your practice.

Option #1:
Service Center Processing.
You get the benefit of com­

puterized billing, insurance 
claims and patient records, with 
no outlay for equipment.
All data is processed 
by Poorman-Douglas 
at our nearest ser­
vice center. W e’ll 
even stuff and mail 
statements. So your 
billing is timely, professional 
and worry-free, and you get 
complete information on re­
ceivables and doctor production

For many practices, full-service 
processing remains the best, 
most economical system .

Option #2:
The In-House Computer.

Large or high-volume prac­
tices often need their own com­
puter. The Poorman-Douglas 
MED 990 is the best we’ve seen; 
we designed it to be. The MED 

990 combines cost-effective- 
ness with a powerful 

set of features aimed 
directly for medical 

offices. A complete 
interactive medical 
information system, 

it can smooth sched­
uling and billing, improve 

cash flow and upgrade patient 
records, while helping maintain 

internal control.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

Seatt le:  22 0  W. Har rison  (206 ) 283-9781 
Portland: 1325 S .W .  C u s l c r ( 5 0 3 )  2 4 5 -5 5 5 5  

Eugene:  710 M c K in le y  (503)  686-1871

Option #3:
On-Line Processing.

The third option for automat­
ing your record-keeping is on­
line processing, our newest pro­
duct. Your Poorman-Douglas 
terminal gives you a window for 
entering data and inquiring 
about patient accounts. Add an 
optional printer and produce ac­
count printouts on demand in 

' your own office, or let Poorman- 
Douglas handle it all for y ou . 
Either way, you have quick ac­
cess to a powerful medical in­
formation system without the 
investment 
of own­
ing 
one.

One of 
these Poorman-Douglas 
systems is the business partner 
your practice needs. The first 
step toward choosing among 
them is to send for our bro­
chure. Better yet, call for a 
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation by a Poorman-Douglas 
specialist.

urn  o n  yo□  P l e a s e  s e n d  m e  m o r e  i n f o r m a l  
m e d i c a l  a c c o u n t i n g  s v s t e m s  

CD P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  for  a c o n s u l t a t i o n  a t r m  

o f f i c e .

N a m e ___________________________________________

~ l

A d d r e s s .  

C i t v ___________________S t a t e ________Z i p ____

P h o n e  (______ ) _____________________________

M a i l  lo: P o o r m a n - D o u y l u s  C o r p o r a t i o n

l _ _
1325 S W .  C u s t e r  D r  

P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n  9721M . J
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An added complication... 
in the treatment of bacterial bronchitis

strectocacij
C'jHufe and suscsptiiiiiicy should te 

oerJoTTTkecJ to cusceOLti'iij of the causatut c-rQinisTi
to C-ecicn
Contraindication: Ceclor is CDntraindicaico in patients with 
known allergy id the cc&halosponn croup ol aniitiiotics 
W>ffll(igi: IN PENICILLIN-SENSITIVE PAHEMI5. CFPHAIOSPCFHN 
ANTIBIOTICS SHOULD BE A0M.INISTERE0 CAUTIOUSLr THEflE IS 
CLINICAL AND LABOfiAlORV EVIDENCE OF PAflTLSI CftOSS- 
ALLtflGEN’CH/ C# THE FEWCILLINS Af(0 IME CEPHSLOSKffllNS 
SliOTM=a? Jfi« INSTANCES IN WM'CH PATl£ !(TS HA'jE HAD 
REACT,OSS NCluDI.NCAUAPMVLAhS to BOTH QHuC CLASSES Ariitniic; incijOiryjCeclQi. yvjuMteafliTiriiiicic'Jcauiciusir 
IQ an/ patient wfm has flenionsiraletf seme fmm tit aileift. 
particularly to druQr.

U^atem  i n t i K t - S i >ety d  (hisFwJw:! Iw  use in mlams 
less than c r* rvjn ih ol age has rwt K en  e :la tiisha i 
U v a rM  R u c t lo n i :  A d itrsc e tfec ii conquered related to 
ccfaclof ihetapy are uncommon and arc listed h e iw  

Gssiwmteslmsl sympioms occur in atoul 2 5 percent ol 
patients and locludti diarrhea | l  in 70) and nausea and vomilini 
(1 In 90)

As with oihor tiioad'Spcclrum ani/blotcs. calm:;, including 
rare instances ol pMudomembianois colitis. has been reported 
in corlunciior* m ih tiw a fly  will) Ceclw

Some ampicillln-resistant strains of 
Haemophilus influenzae—a recognized 
complication of bacterial bronchitis*—are 
sensitive to treatment with Ceclor.16
In clinical trials, patients with bacteria l bronchitis 
due to susceptible strains o f Streptococcus 
pneumoniae. H. influenzae. S. pyogenes 
(group A beta-hemolytic streptococci), or multiple 
organisms achieved a  satisfactory clinical 
response with Ceclor,7

cefaclor

H/wiser.s’ir.iry  reactions ra .u  been re pored m about 1 5 
percent ol patients and include mortnllitorm eruptions I t  in 100) 
Pturiius. unlcaria. and positive Coombs tests each occur In less 
than i  in 200 patients. Cases ol serum-sickness-ilke factions 
laryinema muHlfonne a  the above skin manilestauons accwuanlsd 
by anhtltis/anntalQia jix ). Ireauentiy, [even have been rcporicO 
Ihose reactions are apparently due io hypersensitivity and have 
usually occurred during or lollowiflQ a  second course q( Uieraoy 
with Ceclor* (celacioi) Such reactions have been teponed mote 
frequently in children than m aflutis Signs arel s^-mptams usually 
occui a lew days alter initiation of therapy and subside within a 
<cw days alter cessation ol therapy Wo seuous sequelae have 
been reponeD Antihistamines arm corticosteroids appear to 
enhance lesolullon ol ifte syndrome 

Cases of anaphylaxis have l>ecn reponed. hall o l which hare 
occuncd In patients with a hisiory ot penicillin allergy.

Otncf effects considered related to therapy included 
cosmoc-nlfia i l  m 50 whem si and Qemtai pruritus o< vaginitis 
Hess than I m lOOpatiemsi 

CduSJi RelaunnsHip U n zertu n - Transitory aonormahtics m 
clinical laboratory test results ha»t been reponed AimouQh 
they wcic ol uncertain etio logy they i re  listed below tosetve 
as AlenlnQ information lot tho physician 

MywMC-SilQhl elevations in SGOT, SGPT, nr alkaline 
iiiiospiunse values i m  4<Ji 

Wemaw/wwwc-Transient liuctuations In leukocyte count, 
predominantly lymphocytosis occurring in infants aw) ycuoa 
chtldien |t  in 40)

Remi -  Slight ese*ations in BUM or serum creatinine [less 
than i  m 500) oi abnormal urinalysis Hess than 1 in 200)

iino?aiAi

Pulvules*, 250 and 500 mg

M d t f io m l  in fo rm a tio n  ava ilab le  lo  
the p ro fe ss ion  o n  reques t from  
Eh O ily  a n d  Company, 
In d ianapolis . In d iana 46285  
€M L illy  Industries, Inc.
C a ro lin a  P ue rto  R ico  0 0 63 0
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An added complication... 
in the treatment of bacterial bronchitis*

B r i l l  S u M tn r
Consult tht p ic t ig i llttriturt fw prwcrlblng Intormitloa. 
Indication* in i (Jugc Ceclor* rccracicw, u ily i is indicated 
in ifte treatment oI tfie following infections when caused by 
susceontue strains cf Uve iengnated m'croargamsms 

Lowei itsonaioft iM K iions. .reusing pneumonia causefiby 
SlrppfOC OCfus pneumonias iDip 'xoccuS oneumoninii 
msmoDMus m lti/entis and S BfdQeoes igtnup A txta-twmoiytic 
Strepiococcn

ipo<»iia te  culture a w  susceptisiiity siodies shcu'd oe 
K ruxne c  to fls ie im if* s«5c«cv-Dii'ti c  aw c a js a 'i«  o’gjn iyn 
to Cedor
ContnlntflMtlM; C&cloi is concraindicat&O m patients with 
mown allergy to ihe cepnaiosporm grojo rfi antibiotics 
W tm laga: \n penO ujn-SEN SiKE pa tien ts  c ^ x a lO S P W i 
AH1I3-OTC5 S-O'JlO t l  »CMIN S'SRECi CAUTsO'JSlf ’ MEflt 'S 
CLItHCAL ASD L/EOBAlCiftr iVtDE'lCE Of PAflTlAL L'HOSS- 
AlUfiGEWClTy OF TH( PENICILLINS AND TMECtPHAlOSPOflihi 
AND (HERE ASE INSTANCES IN WHICH PATIENTS HAYE HAD 
FtfACHONS INCL'j'D'NC ANApHVLA«ij TO BOTH DRUG CLASSES

Arto-atics nc :uCirfl C e dv . tfw -S  <x admim steiedcaji'&is ii 
lo any oai'snt who Has Qerrcnstrated a n e  form oi aiieigr 
particularly la drugs
Precaution*, it an allergic teacIla-n to cetacloi occurs. ifte 
drug should te  discontinued and it necessary mepaneni 
shouW M  tre a ts  w ih  appropriate ajcnrs e g &<essc< an ne$ 
3nnr.isia*ni*»es. w cc.a<cosi€i(nas 

Prolonged us? of cefacioi may result in the overgrowth a! 
nonsutcepiiHe organisms Careful crtseivatton ol m« iwnent is 
essential ifsupermteciion occurs during therapy appropriate 
irflasgKS SfUyW M  taken 

P osiiirt Cirett Cocoos tesis na*? aetn iepcnefl during 
treatment with tr.e ce[4>aiosporm antibotics In hematologic 
studies ot m transfusion ciossmaichmg procedures when 
aniijloouim tesis aie performed on me minor side or in Coomb 
testing oi newborns wr.Cise m otets rave receded cephaiaspcim 
irt ib n iK S  M iv t  fMRurihon it s fw i»  te  recognned inat a 
positive Coombs tesi may te  flue to it>c Oiuj 

Cectai sno-jfl be administered with caution in the piesence 
ot markedly impaired ie « ii functicfl Under such a cttridiilan. 
c ii» fu i conical obscwimn ano la tm ic ry  siydiss s ^u M  Qe 
mac? wc.A’j ’A  a ie  C o 'J je may Ut x«e r ir^n  mat usually 
recom merged 

As a resuii of sdirimsvauon of C«c>oi. a laise-posmre 
reaction lor glucose m tfte wine may dccui This tias (wi'fl 
DOscrved wilii B?rie<lici s and Fehting s sololrons ard also * ip  
C iin n s i ' taofets 6-jI not • i'J ' Tes Tape* 'G ljccie  f  n f(tn j|ic 
Tssi Sli*D USP Lilljri 

l /M pc "> P'fO/wr'Cr -  Atmouon no leraiogemc 01 antrlenitii* 
effecis wrio seen n> uiptMuciton uiudiK  m mice dnd rais 
receivino jp  10 12 times me maiimum tiuman dose nr in leneis 
<jr<sn tnree I i t ^ s  if-e njnrtium  f.uman dose ifie safety of ifus 
Cruj riy use n r.unan peegnancf na: m i beer esianisfted Tr< 
benefits ol the drug in &regnan women sftould Oc weighed 
spainsi a possible n‘>  to the fetus 

Uzjqc m M sKf - Safc-iy of Wtrs product for use m infams 
less man one iw n ift ol a je u s  roi Men estatilishcd 
A f( » rM  A u c t lw i i :  A dv ise effects crVit>Cered rttaieo id 
cefaclor tM iacy are uncommon and aie listed beta* 

GiM/Ointtslmal symptoms occur in jDguI 2 5 p tic 'in i ol 
pafiqnts and include dinrrtina it m 70; and nausea and vomiting 
■'! m 90i

As «im  wr<r D<oad spectrum aniib-c-ncs colitis, inciuflin j 
rare instances ol pseudomembranous colitis, has p « n  imported 
in conjunction with therapy »itti Ceclor

Some ampicillin-reslstant strains of 
Haemophilus Influenzae—a recognized 
complication of bacterial bronchitis'—are 
sensitive to treatment with Ceclor.1"
In clinical trials, patients with bacteria l bronchitis 
due to susceptible strains of Streptococcus 
pneum oniae. H. influenzae. S. pyogenes 
(group A beta-hemolytic streptococci), or multiple 
organisms achieved a satisfactory clinical 
response with Ceclor.7

cefaclor
Pulvules®, 250 and  500 mg

X/w?sfi/:s ifin rr reactions nave been rewneo m aw u i l 5 
percent ol patients and include mortiilflloim eruptions >1 in 1001 
Prunlus orticana. and positive Coombs tests each occur in less 
than l  in 200 patients Cases of serum-sickness'like reactions 
igrytteffia muttiicrne a  tne sdove s*m m jntfesuwns acanw i>ed 
by annntis. artnraigia and. fre q^fliiy . fe r t i na»e oeen teponeo 
These reactions are appaiently due id hypersensilivity and have 
usually occurred dunng or following a second course ol therapy 
wild Ceclor* iceiaclo<l Such reactions have been reported more 
frequently m :N :dren tnanmaduHs Signs and sjmplcms usually 
occu a fe *  days after >iunati»n of tfiwapc ar» subsrSe witnm a 
tew days after cessation ot theraoy No serious sequelae have 
boon reponeO Antmisiamines and comcosieroids appear io 
enhance resoiuiion ol the syndrome 

Cases ot anaphyuns navs t«en repooed nan of whicn have 
occuircfl in oatients with a h'Story of penicillin alierfl)

Otfier eitecis considered leiafetf io merapj m;tudeo 
eosinophilia i '  in 50 patients) and genual pruritus or vaginitis 
Hess than t m too panemsi 

CMS#BeWtcnsihO  l /(C fr f j ;» -  Transitory abnormalities m 
conical laK-raiorj lesi resets ha.e &e«n repefleo AttrnH>jti 
ihe» mere o‘  uncertain eiio:&jy. me* aie listed beiow to serve 
as alerting information for the physician 

W ffpafic-S lm hl elevations in SGOT SGPI, or alkaline 
phosphatase values n  in 40:

«e.Ttaro£W(tffic -  transient iw o iu w is  m leu> ocite count 
p-edjmnumi) i»mpnocyiosis occu in i'j m infams and young 
cnildren ;1 in 40)

R o n a i- Slight elevations lit BUN or seium crealtnme Hess 
than I in 500i oi abnaimal uriruitysts Hess than 1 in 200)

'Many authorities attnbute acute intcciious enacerDation of 
cftmnic monchitis to either $ p m im n ts e  or H m tim ia e *  
Note Ceclor is contraindicated m patients with known allergy 
io in? cephalosporins and should be given cautiously to 
cen.cii'm anemic wuems 

Penicillin is ihe usual diug of choice in the treatment and 
pietcriiion of strcplococtal mfeciiDns including the prophylaxis 
ol rheumatic lever See prescribing Inlormaiion 
f l l l t r t n c M
t AntimicroC Agents Cnemjthei 6 91 T9?5
? Aniimicroo Agents Chemothei. M 470.1971
3 Anlimicrob Agontii Chemolftei. U 5 6 4 .1978
■1 Antimicrod Agents Chemathei 12490 19??
i  Cunent Chen^therapf {edited Gy w Sieoenthaier and 

fi Luthy; H 690 Washington OC American Society lor 
MtciobiDlogy. I9JB

6 Aiiiiniicrob Agoms C herta ilie i. W861. I97B
7 Oaiaontue £ii Lilly  and Company
9 Puncipies arm Practice ol infectious Diseases edited by 

G L Manttell. H G Douglas. J r , and J E Sennettl. p 487 
New York John Wiloy S Sans, 1979

A dd it io na l in fo rm a tio n  ava ilab le to  
the f i io le s s io n  o n  reques t fro m  
Eh L illy  an d  Company.
In d ianapolis  In d iana 46265  
Ell L illy  Industries. Inc.
C aro lina P uerto  R ico 0 0 63 0
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Society News Briefs

Y our In vo lvem en t is  Im portant
Talented and able people are needed to serve on a variety 

of Medical Society committees. For the Medical Society 
to be truly representative ol all physicians, physician 
involvement at the committee level is very important.

Physicians interested in serving on any of the follow­
ing standing committees are encouraged to contact the 
Medical Society office or the committee chairman 
(committee chairmen are listed on page 3). In cases 
where a committee seat is not immediately available, the 
member’s interest will be considered at the first oppor­
tunity.

E thics/S tandards of Practice Committee 
Credentials Committee 
Emergency Medical Standards Committee 
Interprofessional Relations Committee 
Jail Health Advisory Board 
Legislative Committee 
Library Committee
Continuing Medical Education Committee 
College of Medical Education Board of Directors

allenmore 
medical center

S. 19th and U nion 
Suite B-1005 

Tacom a, W ashington 98405

(206) 383-2201 
John F. Kincaid, Business Manager

22 acre cam pus ad jacent to  156 bed 
A llenm ore  C om m un ity  H ospita l. C en tra lly  
located; freew ay access; am ple parking. A ll 
inc lus ive  renta l rates; su ite  cons truc tion  
a llow ances.

Medical-Legal Committee
Membership Benefits, Inc. (MBI) Board of Directors 
Professional Relations Committee 
Public Health/School Health Committee 
Senior Citizens Committee 
Sports Medicine Committee 
Tel-Med Committee 
UHI Quality Assurance Committee 

Committee appointments are made by the president and 
chairman with the concurrence of the Board of Trustees. 
Every effort will be made to accommodate expressions of 
interest.

P h ysic ian s E lected  
to M edical S oc ie ty  M em bersh ip

Congratulations are extended to the following pro­
visional members who were elected to membership in 
the Medical Society of Pierce County at the December 
Board of Trustees meeting:

Drs. Stephen J. Annest
David M. Christopher 
Peter A. Cooley 
Steven C. Dronen 
Richard J. Jerdee

James M. Wagner 
Michael R. Lovy 
John H. Rowlands 
Andrew Statson 
Keith B. Tucker 
R. Ivan Zbaraschuk

P h ysic ian  R ep resen ta tiv e  
to M arch of D im es C om m ittee N eed ed

The March of Dimes reports an opening on its 
professional advisory committee. The  committee meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 7:30 a.m.
Meetings last a maximum of one hour.

Any pediatrician, obstetrician-gynecologist, or family 
physician interested in lending his or her expertise to 
the March of Dimes is asked to contact Executive 
Director Carleen Jackson, 752-9255, or Advisory 
Committee Chairman, Gentry Yeatman, 967-6512.

M edical Trip to M alaysia  P rom p ts  
R eq u est for Journals

Dr. Kenneth H. Sturdevant reports he will be traveling 
to Malaysia early in January  to work in the Penang 
Hospital for a period of three months, perhaps longer.
The hospital is trying to upgrade its medical library.

Among other things, the hospital needs the past three 
years issues of Medical Clinics o f North America, and 
Surgical Clinics oj North America. Physicians willing to 
donate all, or a portion, of these journals are asked to 
call Dr. Sturdevant at 848-2232.

(Continued on page 7)
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President’s Page

ON THE THRESHOLD 
OF A REVOLUTION

"Il'c accept I he verdict of the past until the need for 
change cries onI loudly enough to force upon upon us a 
choice between the comforts of further inertia and the 
irksomeness u f action. " — Justice U'arned Hand.

December is a month for memories. Il is the time of 
year to take a deep breath and dare to gaze backward 
and critically reflect upon what has been. 1982 will 
always be a most memorable year for me in that it has 
been the year I have been privileged to serve as the 
president of our Medical Society.

In January 1982, your Board of Trustees met and tried 
to set a straight course, and to see ahead to deal with 
potential issues and problems. Alas, no soothsayers are 
we. Who could have foretold what issues would face us?

The areas of involvement that demanded your Board's 
time and thoughts ranged from local and national 
politics and government, to important decisions that 
impact on ethics of practice, professionalism, access to 
care, improved emergency medical services and public 
relations. Your Board has been responsible for 
administering a 3180,000 budget and has been a good 
stewrard.

The long hours spent on behalf of the Society by Ihe 
various committee and Board of Trustee members may 
never be recognized individually, but directly and 
indirectly, their efforts have enormously influenced each

and every member of our organization. I wish to lake 
this opportunity to say thank you to these dedicated 
physicians.

December, too, is an exciting month of anticipation for 
what the future shall hold in store. 1 feel that we are on 
the threshold of a revolution in the practice and delivery 
of medical care, and like all successful species, we 
physicians must be able to adapt to the rapid changes 
ahead or perish. The stresses on our professional and 
ethical fabric will grow greater with the innovations of 
the future. In order to avoid coming apart at the seams, 
we must properly inform ourselves and be prepared to 
help shape the new form of medical practice that will be 
emerging shortly.

Special areas of concern deal with increasing levels of 
competition between fellow physicians, complex and 
changing relations between hospitals and physicians, 
and the emergence of powerful and extremely adept 
industrial health purchasing groups. The need for 
organized medicine is greater now than probably ever 
before in our history. We must be prepared to take up 
the gauntlet, lo meet the challenge of change, and to 
preserve all that is good in our profession, while being 
inexorably dedicated to averting chaos.

We must be colleagues in the truest sense, willing to 
serve our patients and one another.

Lloyd C. Elmer, MD

Decem ber 1982



THE LAW & MEDICINE -  for physicians 
Saturday, January 22, 1983

8:00 Breakfast -  The Jud ic ia l Annex

9:00 RECENT CHANGES IN THE CORPORATE TAX LAWS
TH A T IM PACT ON PRIVATE CORPORATIONS 
‘W ill Private C orpora tions Survive?’

9:45 PANEL -  FEE DISPUTES BETWEEN ATTORNEYS 
AND PHYSICIANS

10:15 Break

10:30 FEE DISPUTES -  continued -  
D iscussion from  the Floor

11:00 PREVENTATIVE LAW
‘How to Build Protection into your P ractice ’

Program coordinator: Don C. Pearson, M.D.

Credit: 3 hours 
Category I

AMA
As an o rgan iza tion  accred ited  fo r co n tinu ing  m edical educa tion , the Col lege o f M edica l E duca tion , Inc., 
ce rtifie s  tha t th is  o ffe ring  meets the c rite r ia  fo r three hours in C ategory  I fo r the P hysic ian  R ecogn ition  
A w ard of the A m erican M edical A ssoc ia tion  and fo r the re licensure  requ irem ents  o f the  M edical 
Exam iner of the State o f W ashington.

AAFP
A ccred ited  by the A m erican Academ y o f Fam ily Physic ians fo r th ree  hours C a tego ry  I (P rescribed)

R eg is tra tio n  fee: $25 (includes breakfast) Make checks payable to: CME
P aid  P re reg is tra tio n  is required before January 15, 1983
Please address all registrations, inquiries and correspondence to:

Maxine Bailey, Executive D irecto r 
C o lle g e  of M ed ica l E ducation
Medical Society of Pierce C ounty
705 South 9th, No. 203, Tacom a, WA 98405
(Phone: 627-7137)

Address City

LAW SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND
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Society News Briefs
(Continued from  page  -4/

E m physem a Club Supports 
Lung D isea se  Patients

Respiratory therapist Connie Mills will speak to lhe 
Tacoma Emphysema Club on Wednesday, January 12, 
on, "Breathing Exercises, Postural Drainage Postilions, 
and General Health Hints."

The Emphysema Club is a support group for lung 
disease patients supported by the American Lung 
Association. Its January 12 meeting will begin at 1:00 
p.m. and will be held at the Soulhpark Communily 
Center, 4851 South Tacoma Way. There is no charge for 
attending. For more information call the Lung 
Association, 474-9547.

Dr. Richard Vimont E lected to 
State D isciplinary Board

Dr. Richard T. Vimont. pathologist, has been elected 
as the Sixth Congressional District Representative to the 
State Medical Disciplinary Board. Dr. Vimont was 
nominated by his colleagues earlier this Fall and his 
election became olhcial in September, lie will serve a 
two year term on the Disciplinary Board.

Dr. Vimont has served in numerous Medical Society 
offices, most recently as vice-president in 1978.

Tel-M ed N eed s Your Support
The Pierce County Tel-Med Society—a joint Medical 

Society and Medical Auxiliary project—provides an 
excellent patient education service and positive public 
relations for the medical profession.

Each month an average of 2,000 people call Tel-Med 
and hear a physician approved health or medical 
information tape concluding with. "This message is 
brought to you by the Pierce County Medical Auxiliary 
and Physicians of Pierce County."

Greater medical community support of Tel-Med is 
needed to allow it to meet its basic monthly operating 
expense (Auxiliary volunteers assist in operating the Tel- 
Med switchboard and serve on numerous Tel-Med 
Society committees).

Tel-Med thanks the following physicians or physician 
families who responded to the request for additional 
support made by Dr. Anthony S. Lazar, chairman of the 
Medical Society’s Tel-Med Committee, earlier in 
November:
Drs. Stanley Mueller 

Milton Bleiweiss 
Walter Arthur 
Johann Duenhoelter 
James Early 
Ben Blackett 
Donald Weber 
Bruce Buchanan 
John Ehrhart 
Robert Thiessen 
H. Irving Pierce

Charles Galbraith 
Robert Lane 
Ken Graham 
Max Thomas 
David R. Kennel 
Surinderjit Singh 
Charles Vaught 
Robert Ferguson 
J. Gale Katterhagen 
Ronald Goldberg

Pierce County Gains Additional 
R epresentation on WAMPAC Board

Auxilian Cathy Schneider, Gig Harbor, has been 
appointed to a two-year term on the Washington Medical 
Political Action Committee (WAMPAC). WAMPAC is a 
24 member board representing each of Washington’s 
eight congressional districts.

Each district is represented by two physicians and one 
auxiliary member. Dr. James D. Krueger also represents 
Pierce County on the WAMPAC board. He currently serves 
as secretarv-treasurer.

WAMPAC is a voluntary, non-profit, non-partisan 
association of physicians, their spouses and others. Its 
only source of candidate support money is voluntary 
contributions.

WAMPAC had a significant impact on this year's 
election. Involvement by the medical community was 
much greater than in recent years. Over 840.000 was 
distributed to 93 WAMPAC-supported candidates, 77 of 
whom were successful.

Individual support of WAMPAC is strongly 
encouraged. The 1983 Medical Society dues statements 
give physicians an opportunity to contribute to 
WAMPAC, A.MPAC (American Medical Political Action 
Committee), or both. For additional information on 
WAMPAC please call the Washington Stale Medical 
Association, 1-800-552-0612. or the Medical Society, 572-

i'Continued on page 16)

We’re your convenient 
source for 
professional liability 
insurance.
We’re also much more.
P ers ing , D yckm an  & T o yn b ee  can  p ro v id e  you 
w ith  a fu ll range o f insu ra n ce  coverage  to  m eet 
a ll o f yo u r pe rsona l and p ro fe s s io n a l n ee d s  — 
p en s io ns , e m p lo ye e  b e n e fits , life  and d is a b ility  
insu ra n ce , p rop e rty  and c a s u a lty  insu ra n ce .

PERSING, DYCKMAN 
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN S U R A N C E  BR O KER S

705 S o u th  N in th , T a co m a  W A  98405 I 627-7183

B ob S izer 
D oug  D yckm an . Jr. 
Jo hn  T o yn b ee  
W ayne T h ro nso n

M arge J o h n so n , C PCU 
B D enn is  S ch m id t, C LU  
P K a thy  W ard low  
B ob  C leave land
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MEDICAL SOCIETY ESTABLISHES POSITIONS 
ON COUNTY TRAUMA CENTER ISSUES

Over the past several months the issues o f trauma center 
criteria and designation have received a great deal of 
attention from  physicians in Pierce County and from  the 
Medical Society.

The Society has recommended criteria tor trauma center 
designation which are being reviewed by the Pierce County 
E M S  Council. The Piercc County E M S Tusk Force, 
created by Comity Executive Booth Gardner, included 
designation o f a trauma ccntcr(s) as one o f its main 
recommendations lo improve E M S  services.

Representatives v f  the Board ot Trustees met with local 
specialty societies during the Fall to solicit their opinions on 
trauma center concepts and designation. Medical Society 
members were surveyed in November.

This information gathering process culminated in a 
decision by the Board o f Trustees at its December 1 
meeting to establish the following positions on the issue of 
trauma center designation — the editor

Ray M. Nicola, .VI.D.
Chairman, Pierce County EMS Council 
c/o Pierce County Health Department 
3629 South D Street 
Tacoma, Washington 9840B

Dear Dr. Nicola:

At its December 1, 1982 meeting, the Board of 
Trustees  of the Medical Society again considered the 
general issue of trauma centers in Pierce County as well 
as the specific issue of designation of a local trauma 
center (or centers). Our position that the appropriate 
forum for actual designation of a trauma center (or 
centers) should be the EMS Council remains as stated in 
my letter to you dated October 15, 1982.

Nonetheless, it was the feeling of the Board that since 
our research on the issue—including meetings with local 
specialty societies and a survey of the general member­
ship—has been completed, it would be appropriate to 
communicate to you our position at this lime. A formal 
sta tem ent from the Society, submitted as one of the 
voting members of the EMS Council, will be forthcoming 
once the Council invites formal comment.

T he  following positions were defined at our December 
Board meeting:

1. Designation of a local trauma center(s) in Pierce 
County is appropriate and w’ould be of benefit to the 
community. There has been a consensus of opinion 
expressed by local specialty societies and the general 
membership regarding this point.

2. One Level II trauma center should be designated. 
The November survey of the Medical Society member­
ship substantiated the opinions previously expressed in 
our meetings with specially societies that one facility 
should be formally designated as a trauma center even if 
more than one facility meets the criteria. A multiple 
designation is not considered desirable.

3. St. Joseph Hospilal should receive the EMS 
Council's designation as the Level II traum a center for 
Pierce Count\'. This preference has been expressed not 
only through our meetings with the specialty societies, 
but in the general membership survey as well.

4. The treatment of pediatric traum a has received 
considerable attention. Over seventy percent of those 
responding to our survey expressed the opinion that 
multi-system pediatric trauma should be integrated into 
the lolal emergency medical services traum a center 
system.

The Southwest Washington Pediatric Society 
expressed the recommendation that a single designated 
Level II trauma center be established, that such a center 
be closely affiliated with Mary Bridge Hospital for 
pediatric trauma patients, and that after initial 
stabilization of the pediatric patient at the trauma 
center, the patient should be hospitalized at Marv Bridge 
tor continuing care. The pediatric society has expressed 
the intent to develop criteria for the management of 
critically injured children and lo send its recommenda­
tions (o the Society lor discussion and eventual referral 
lo the EMS Council for its review.

It was lelt by our Board of Trustees that the Society's 
position on the designation issue, appreciating the fact 
t h a t  I he entire EMS Council will be involved in the 
ultimate designation, should be articulated at this time. 
Further, we are establishing our position with the under­
standing that incorporation ol the EMS Medical Control 
Project under I he direction ol the health department 
provides assurances t h a t  its authority will be operational 
al the l im e  ol the EMS Council's designation thus 
assuring that I r a u m a  patients and olher pre-hospital 
care palients who enter the EMS system will be t rans­
ported lo the appropriate facilities.

As slated, we will be pleased lo forward a formal 
statement to the Council once it proceeds with its 
solicitation ol member and general EMS community 
opinion on the designation issue.

Sincerely,

Lloyd C. Elmer, M.D., President 
Medical Society of Pierce County
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Traum a Center D esignation  
Survey R esu lts

Inc!tided in the notice fur the .Xorembcr Genera! 
Membership meeting was a brief questionnaire on the 
trauma center designation issue. The results of the surrey 
are reproduced below and were considered by the Board of 
Trustees when it established Society positions on the 
trauma center issue. — The editor

1. Do you feel that a trauma center(s) should be 
designated in Pierce County?

8 . 7% Yes (168) 1 2 .4 % No (241 J5 '"  No Answer (1)

If yes. do you feel that all facilities that meet Level II 
criteria should be allowed that designation?

34 .7% Yes (67)
53 .4% No (103)
11.9% No Answer (23)

How many Level II facilities do you feel should be 
designated in Pierce County?

5 0 .3% One (97) 1.6% More (3)
■ No Answer (23)

4.

19.2%, Two (37) 
6.7% Three (13) 
5.2% Four 110)

l i s n  
5.2% Other (10)

3. If more than one hospital meets the criteria for Level II, 
do vou feel that onlv one should be designated?

50.8% Yes (98) 39.9% No (77) 9.3% No Answer (18)

If yes. which hospital?
54 .1% St. Joseph (53)
13.3% Tacoma General (13)
5.1 % St. Joseph or 

Tacoma Gen. (5)
1.0‘7" Tacoma Gen. & 

Mary Bridge (1)

1.0% St. Joseph or 
Puget Sound (1) 

1.0% Consolidated (1) 
1.Q'?i, St. Joseph or 

Allenmore (1) 
23 .5% No Answer (23)

Do you feel a multiple designation is desirable?
3.9.4% Yes (76) .5% Both (1)
50 .8% No (98) 9.3%' No Answer (18)

If yes, should the multiple designation be:
8 5 .7% Concurrent (66) 3 .9% Alternate on a 6

month basis (3)2 .6% Alternate on an 
annua] basis (2) 7.8% Other (6)

5. How should pediatric trauma (multi-system) be handled 
in Pierce County?

17.6% Treated separately (34)
72.5 %o Integrated into the total EMS trauma center 

system (140)
.5% Both (1)

9 .3% No Answer (18)

6. Do you feel there will be excessive capture of non- 
trauma patients by a designated trauma center(s)?
39 .4% Yes (76) u n ,  Both (2)
48. 7% No (94) 10.9% No Answer (21)

7. Response Rate 32.2% (193)
(600)

The PORRO BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC.

•  C lin ica l and A lle rgy Laboratory
•  A llergens and Vaccines
• Private & Nursing Home Calls 

Two addresses to Serve You

•  U N IV E R S IT Y  P R O F E S S IO N A L  S Q U A R E  
2603 B rid g e p o rt W ay W est
Tacom a, W ash. 98466 
Phone (206) 564-1565

•  T O R Q U A Y  M E D IC A L  C E N T E R  
34616 11th P lace So
Federal W ay. W ash. 98003 
Phone (206) 927-7655

T J

JACKSON HALL 
MEDICAL CENTER

314 So. "K " St.

Tacoma, W ashington 98405 

(206) 627-0031

MEDICAL OFFICE  
SPACE AVAILABLE

Located between Tacom a General 
Hospital and Mary B ridge C hildrens 
H ospita l w ith 220 car Parking Garage 
all connected by underground tu n ­
nel. 

U tilities  and Jan ito ria l services p ro ­
vided in rental rates.
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COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION
A =  A llie d  H e a lth  P e rs o n n e l 
P =  P h y s ic ia n

Continuing Education Programs Projected for 1982-1983 Academic Year
(P rog ram m ing  is su b je c t  to change  — in d iv id u a l  no t ices  w i l l  be sen t  p re c e d in g  each p rogram )

D ate
O c to b e r

I ,  2, 3 
O pen  
O pen  
O p e n  
O p e n  
14

N o v e m b e r
O p e n

6
II, 12 
O pen  
11, 12 
O pen  
11

D e c e m b e r 
3, 4 
9

J a n u a ry
22
O p e n

O p e n

27
21
12

F e b ru a ry
O p e n
5
O pen 
O pen  
24, 25 
O p e n

M a rch  
10, 11 
19
O pen

A p r il
2, 3 
15, 16

M ay
O pen
O pen

19, 20, 21 
O pen

Ju n e
31

C ourse/Top ic

IN T E R N A L  M E D IC IN E ' (P)
W O M E N S  H E A L T H  (P/A)
C O M P U TE R  L IT E R A C Y  (P/A)
P O TP O U R R I M E D IC A L /S U R G IC A L  T O P IC S  (A) 
R A T IO N A L  U S E  O F  A N T IB IO T IC S  (P)
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

B A S IC  E M E R G E N C Y  P R O C E D U R E S  (A)

A D O L E S C E N C E  — G O O D  N E W S /B A D  N E W S  (A) 
F IN A N C IA L  M A N A G E M E N T  -  H O S P IT A L  (A) 
P O TP O U R R I —  L A B O R A T O R Y  P R O C E D U R E S  (A) 
M U S C U L A R  D Y S TR O P H Y  M E E T IN G ' (P/A)
S E X U A L  D Y S F U N C T IO N  & D IS E A S E  (P)
E N H A N C IN G  YO U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

P E D IA T R IC  A D V A N C E D  L IF E  S U P P O R T (P) 
E N H A N C IN G  YO U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

T H E  LA W  & M E D IC IN E  
C O M M O N  P A IN  S Y N D R O M E S  

IN E V E R Y D A Y  P R A C T IC E  
L E G A L  C O N C E R N S  A S S O C IA T E D  

W IT H  N U R S IN G  P R A C T IC E  
P E R IN A T A L  —  T.G.
H O S P IC E
E N H A N C IN G  Y O U R  F IN A N C IA L  S K IL L S  (P)

H Y P E R A L IM E N T A T IO N  
G E R IA T R IC S  W O R K S H O P  (A)
D E N T A L  E M E R G E N C IE S  (P)
B A S IC  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC IN E  (A)
B U R N  (P/A)
P U LM O N A R Y  (P)

T A C O M A  A C A D E M Y  O F  IN T E R N A L  M E D IC IN E  (P) 
E M E R G E N C Y  M E D IC IN E /T O X IC  S U B S T A N C E  (P/A) 
M A N A G E M E N T  C H A L L E N G E  (A)

D AYS O F  P E D IA T R IC S  —  G E N E T IC S  (P/A)
T A C O M A  S U R G IC A L  C LU B  — A N N U A L  M E E T IN G  (P)

A D V A N C E D  C A R D IA C  L IF E  S U P P O R T (P) 
E V A L U A T IO N  O F  P A T IE N T  R E Q U E S T IN G  D IS A B IL IT Y / 

FO R E N S IC /A B U S E  B A T T E R IN G  (P) 
C A R D IO V A S C U L A R  D IS E A S E  R E V IE W  (P)
O B /G Y N  (S p e ro ff)  (P)

A M A  O F F IC E  P E R S O N N E L

C oord inato r(s)

T A IM /P . S c h n e id e r , M .D .
G. K la t t ,  M .D ./P . S h u ll,  M .N .
R. B ra m h a ll,  R .N .
P. S h u ll,  M .N .
A . T ic e , M .D ./P . M a rs h , M .D.
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

A. C h ilto n , B .S .N ./
V. T u rn e r, B .S .N .
J . S h o rt
B. M a rc e lia , M .T.
J. O 'N e il l
M . M a ld e n , M .D .
J. L in c o ln , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

R. S c h e rz , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

D. P e a rs o n , M .D.
H. J o h n s to n , M .D .

A . M o o re , R .N .

J. M u llig a n , M .D ./ P. M e tc a lf ,  R.N. 
J. G. K a tte rh a g e n , M .D .
D. H irz , M .D ./T . C u rry /L . C arras

P. S c h n e id e r , M .D .
J. S h o rt
C. M a ie r, D .D .S .
T. K e n d r ic k , M .D .
T. Ir is h , M .D .
V. N e s s a n , M .D .

R. E tt l in g e r ,  M .D . 
T. K e n d r ic k , M .D .
B. M a rc e lia , M .T.

R. S ch e rz , M .D .

T. K e n d r ic k , M .D .
D. B ro w n , M .D .

G. S tra it ,  M .D .
J. S a k a k in i, M .D .

L. C a rra s

A  d e ta ile d  b ro c h u re  w il l  p re c e d e  each  p ro g ra m  w ith  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e  m o n th ’s a d v a n c e  m a ilin g .

F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  w r ite  o r  c a ll :  M a x in e  B a ile y , E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r, C O L LE G E  O F  M E D IC A L  E D U C A T IO N
705 S o u th  9 th , N o. 203, T a c o m a , W a s h in g to n  98405 
P hone : (206) 627-7137

*N o n  C O M E  C o u rs e
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CHANGE, COMPETITION, COSTS DISCUSSED 
AT NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Change and the impact of competition and the 
activities of employer groups on the cost and delivery of 
health care services were discussed before over 120 
members of the Medical Society at the November 
membership meeting.

The meeting was held to create awareness of the 
forces impacting on medicine. As program chairman Dr. 
Bruce Buchanan pointed out in his introduction, 
"Physicians must participate in the changes because 
they are going to happen—with or without our 
involvement.”

Mr. Mark Stensager, executive director of the Puget 
Sound Health Purchasers Association (business 
coalition); Mr. Frank Baker, vice-president of the 
Washington State Hospital Commission; Dr. John 
Lindberg, chairman of the WSMA Medical Services 
Committee: and. Dr. Keith Tucker, medical director of 
the Pierce County Medical Bureau, began the program 
with brief presentations.

Fellow panelists. Dr. Cordell Bahn, Richard Baerg, and 
William Jackson served as "reactors" to the opening 
statements. Dr. Robert Kapela moderated.

Dr. Kapela: Our first speaker is Mr. Mark Stensager, 
executive director of the newly formed Puget Sound 
Health Purchasers Association. The employers involved 
in this association include Boeing, First-Interstate, 
Nordstroms, Tacoma Public Schools and many more.
The organization has put up over $100,000 to begin its 
operation and group Mr. Stensager heads will determine 
how' these corporations can get the best return on their 
health care benefit expenditures. Their expenditures are 
very large and the leverage they can bring to the system 
speaks for itself.

WHA T  C AN  BE DONE A B O U T  COSTS? 

H O W  WILL B U SIN E SS IM PA C T M EDICINE?

Stensager: In effect, this is the association’s first 
time out and I think it is totally appropriate that we 
start here.

What you will hear are the perceptions of the business 
community, the benefits managers, who represent 
approximately one-half million patients in this region.

It is important for you to deal with those perceptions.

One of the things I was encouraged to say by virtually 
every business person I talked to was that the cost 
problem has to be resolved with the assistance of 
physicians. We are going to fare horribly without your 
assistance, but we are going to try to contain health care 
costs.

Our coalition is limited to employers, at least to this 
point. We are one of the largest in terms of the contribu­
tions from our members. Business coalitions have been 
in response to ever increasing health care costs. In 1955, 
health care premiums amounted to about .7% of 
employee costs. Today, they average around 7%. 
Businesses have become increasingly concerned and they 
are saying we need to get active in the health care 
business.

We are adding additional members almost every 
month. Our goal is to contain health care costs without 
compromising quality.

Our work program for this year includes development 
of a claims data base using information obtained through 
insurance carriers to identify utilization patterns within 
each corporation and to compare costs among providers. 
We will be developing a buyers’ guide for employers that 
will include specific cost containment strategies (second 
surgical opinions, out-patient surgeries, increasing 
deductibles, increasing co-payments, rebates, 
pharmaceutical mail order, etc.).

One of the things that needs to be said this evening 
and needs to be said over and over is that this coalition 
intends to proceed wisely, cautiously and slowly. Some 
concern is expressed by our business coalition members 
as to what they see in California and elsewhere in terms 
ol businesses running headlong into preferred provider 
organizations and other alternative strategies.

There will be movement and experimentation in this 
region, though. There will be some dramatic changes.
We will be looking carefully at alternative delivery 
systems; specifically. HMOs to see if there is enough 
competition, to see why HMO participation is relatively 
low, to see if it should be increased. We will be 
participating in the government regulatory and 
legislative process.

1 see three ways that business will impact the health 
care system. I see a reduction in solo practice. I see a 
greater emphasis on larger organizations competing 
within the system. A variety of physicians and hospital 
administrators already have met with our operating 
committee, saying, “We can provide you with lower 
cost health care and maintain the quality."

The medical world out there is beginning to organize 
and compete. The formation of an HMO by Swedish and 
other hospitals in Seattle is being very seriously explored 
and it looks as if they are going to conduct a
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demonstration project. As a response, physicians 
elsewhere in King County are organizing to corner their 
share  of the market.  Businesses are looking for the best 
opportunity for them.

I see increasing power for administrative and financial 
types in organizations. The power of hospital 
administrators, that kind of position, will be enhanced. 
Increasing weight will be given to the financial variables 
in terms of medical decision making.

H O W  DO E M P L O YE R S V IE W  H E A L T H  C ARE  
B E N E F IT S  TODAY'S

Stensager: This may be somewhat irritating to you, 
but this is the perception of the people I am dealing 
with: These business leaders believe that, because of the 
fee for service, first dollar coverage orientation of the 
medical system, costs will not be controlled without 
fundamental change.

W H A T  C A N  BE D O N E  A B O U T  COSTS?

W ILL H O SP IT A L S  HOLD D OCTORS C APTIVE?

W ILL C O N TRO L OF H E A L T H  C ARE D O LLARS M E A N  
C O N TRO L OF P A T IE N T S ?

Baker: To answer you have to first ask, costs in the 
eyes of which group? Because what is a cost to one is an 
advantage to someone else.

I personally become quite concerned when I hear the 
increasing unilateral approaches being discussed and 
proposed by certain hospitals, groups of physicians, 
businesses, underwriters and third party insurers. The 
ultimate result will undoubtedly lead to the same thing 
we have criticized government for—arbitrary adoption of 
positions on costs, reimbursement and mandating a 
preferred position.

You can look at costs from at least four different 
perspectives—that of health systems; that of the payor 
or the employer; that of the government; and, that of the 
provider. Strategies to reduce costs depend upon your 
perspective.

What is done to save costs on one hand, as govern­
ment has proven to us, simply increases costs to 
everyone else. There are probably few strategies that can 
be effectively employed—substitution of less costly 
settings and options; less utilization; prioritization and 
cuing; and rationing.

Obviously, substitution is a viable and acceptable 
option. It is being pursued by a number of providers, but 
it has only recently been encouraged by third party 
payors and employers. It still holds promise for some 
further gains in cost control. The less utilization option 
seems to be very acceptable and appropriate. It is 
difficult to accomplish unless patients reduce their initial

demands on the system and recognize tha t they, too, 
have responsibility for costs. Prioritization and cuing are 
not rational alternatives in this country.

One could look at the opportunities of the elimination 
or reduction of costs tha t  are being shifted to the private 
sector as a result of the government's  payment practices. 
That is a viable option. The substitution of less costly 
options within the delivery system will save the payors, 
insurers and employers.

Negotiations between individual payors and selected 
providers—PPO’s. IPA’s—represent the new alternative 
approaches. I am not sure they are really viable because 
they are simply different ways of establishing 
preferential treatment for certain selected employers, 
insurers and providers. It simply shifts costs to the other 
groups.

There has been an increasingly amount of effort on 
the part of underwriters and insurers to be more 
selective in who they insure, to increase co-pays and 
deductibles, to increase the sensitivity of the individual 
to costs. T ha t does have some interesting ramifications.
It tends to be successful in the short run, but we find 
that it probably will produce cost shifts to others, due to 
adverse selection. The probability is no systems savings 
over the long run.

Cutbacks traditionally have been the preferred choice 
of government and politicians. It produces cost shifts to 
the other payors and essentially represents a form of 
hidden taxation. But. as Mark has indicated, that 
alternative is no longer acceptable lo the payors, 
employers or providers. Negotiations, such as under the 
Medi-Cal program and California's Healthczar, simply 
lead to the same results as the payment limitations of 
government.

What can be done to reduce costs? Probably not very 
much because as some of these other programs or 
options are implemented the cost per unit of service may 
go up.

What can be done from the hospital perspective? We 
think we can still increase hospital staff productivity 
and hospital efficiency and reduce capital costs. If those 
are not successful, you know there is going to be a 
reduction in quality. We are talking about marginal 
changes in the total cost. The expansion of existing 
capacities, however, can be deferred if the other 
stragegies are successful, especially substitution and 
utilization control. We are already seeing some of that as 
in-patient utilization throughout the s ta te  has generally 
plateaued over the past 18 months.

No one is going to accept reduced quality unless forced 
by the changes adopted by government programs and/or 
third party and employer programs. It is a very real 
danger and I think we have to be very careful not to 
allow that to happen.

The viable options of substitution of less costly 
alternatives, reduction of system utilization, 
improvement in provider productivity and efficiency, and 
reduction or deferral of capital costs seem to be the only 
ones that are going to be effective in the immediate 
future.
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IS  TH ER E  ,4 ir.-l y  TO AVO ID  UNFAIR  
COMPETITION'S

IS  TH ER E  .4 PLACE FOR TH E SOLO PRACTICE OF 
M ED IC IN E IN  TH E F U TU R E '?

Lindberg: The reality is that nothing slays the same. 
Being part of what is changing in our lives gives us a 
sense of being alive and I guess that 's the way I want to 
feel.

More people are saying we do not want to pay more 
lor medical care without having a say in how the monev 
is spent. Never has more money been spent for medical 
care so more people will want more of it. YVe in medicine 
will not be the only ones who decide what is fair and 
what the ground rules will be.

The new ground rules will affect us from a 
professional, social and economic point of view. 
Advertising now occurs that we did not think possible a 
short time ago. This is not a particular threat because 
there is always room and opportunity for the person in a 
profession with integrity, education and a desire for the 
pursuit of excellence, and a devotion to the needs of 
patients.

Economic realities will determine what is and is not 
fair. Society is saying that doctors cannot set fees. More 
medicine will be practiced by contract regardless of what 
we think about contracts. We are going to have to devise 
acceptable ways of developing contracts by which 
medicine will be practiced.

More people outside of medicine will be grasping for 
medical care dollars. One way in which I see this 
optimistically is that our associations have the 
opporlunitv of becoming more important than ever.

They will be important for us in working out our 
differences, in-house, because we are not all going to 
come at this the same way. As an internist, 1 am 
certainly going to look at the whole scene diflerently 
than the cardiovascular surgeon. Yet, the two of us are 
going to have to come together and knock heads in an 
organization such as this and work out some of our 
problems.

Our associations will be important, 1 think, to help 
develop and refine the ground rules, to learn and under­
stand the socio-economic climate in which we work, to 
strive for an atmosphere in which good medical care can 
be practiced and made available, and to be a place where 
we can interact and play interest against interest which 
may eventually then produce a synthesis. So, I see this 
is an important means, these associations in which we 
are involved, in deciding what is and isn’t fair.

The opportunities for solo practice will become more 
limited, especially in population centers. The other thing 
affecting decreasing solo practice opportunities is that in 
order to gather a patient base, the role of marketing and

administration is increasing and, consequently, the 
demand for that skill is costing money than we 
individually cannot afford.

Another reality is franchised medicine. For example, if 
Sears announced next month that it was going to 
establish clinics in all its stores, providing through its 
credit card service a means of records and financing, and 
that these clinics would be open for franchise in a 
community, you can see what that would do to any 
given community. Not all of it may be bad, but il 
certainly is different.

DOES COST EFF E C TIV E  M ED IC IN E M E A N  
LO W ER Q UALITY?

Lindberg: The risk to quality of care is going to be no 
greater in the future than it is now. We find it very 
difficult when we see an illustration of "less than the 
best" and to know what to do about it. Of course, the 
concept of quality is very elusive.

The financial management committee is probably 
going to come up to a level equal with the way in which 
quality of care is determined and is going to be a strong 
force in how we develop our medical care programs. 
Bylaws will decrease in importance and contracts will 
increase in importance.

Contracts have the ability to limit the maximum cost, 
but also have the ability to insist on a level of 
performance and, therefore, quality. 1 think contracts are 
going to be increasingly important in the area of quality.

117/0 WILL CONTROL THE  
MEDICAL CARE DOLLAR?

Tut key: I think we are in a unique position here and 
we must lake advantage of it. The Bureau is in a unique 
position. Remember President Truman said, "The buck 
slops here.” Well, at the Bureau, the buck passes 
through here and we get a good look at it.

We are processing about 44% of your average practice, 
ll can grow or it can diminish and you can influence it.

Thirty-five percent rate increases every year for the past 
three years is unbearable to the individual and to the 
employers who are now squirming. T h a i’s why we have 
the gentlemen to my left.

The Bureau will accept some of the blame. Carte 
blanche medicine has been promoted. Mavbe this has 
stimulated over-utilization. Recognizing liiat and 
realizing that we are going to have to change that 
approach, the deductibles are coming in and we are 
selling them.

There have been studies that say that some of these 
deductibles have been cost-saving. PCMB is doing 
another good thing in promoting wellness programs.
This effort will grow,

We send the patient a copy of his bill and, if he has 
been using services, he can become more cost conscious.

We have computers analyzing your practice pal terns. 
Certain things begin to be very obvious. Our utilization
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and other key committees are approaching doctors and 
some changes in practice pa tterns are occurring.

We also notice tha t  the rank and file doctor has been 
increasing his utilization. Perhaps this is because of 
economic need, competition, or because there are more 
doctors in the community. Maybe people are demanding 
more care, maybe not. But speaking of the majority of 
doctors, you are increasing the units  of care per disease.

Is this good medicine or not? We are wondering at the 
Bureau w hether more is best, not w ithstanding quality. 
We are going to provide information that you can use. I 
think the doctors have the control.

We have to pay more attention to our office and the 
hospital overhead. Wrhat are we demanding of the 
hospitals and our office facilities that is really raising 
costs?

Doctors must participate even more in hospital 
utilization and quality review activities.

In most organizations of this size, there are enough 
doctors in each specialty to be critical. All of us have to 
insist on having input on what is happening at the 
hospitals. They 're  blaming you for w h a t’s happening 
there anyway. We have not had enough input in 
hospital decision making.

We’ve got to attend the meetings to become educated 
so tha t we can handle all the new aspects of medicine. 
Three years ago, 55% of the Pierce County Medical 
Bureau dollar went to the physicians and 45% went to 
the hospitals. This year, this month, it is reversed.

You have to appoint leaders in your group, you have to 
support them and you have to be in on all of these 
discussions.

People think they can get the best possible care and 
w e’ll do everything possible for them. That isn’t the 
way; they aren't going to get the total care and we arc- 
going to have to handle the way they travel through their 
health history in a more conservative and efficient 
manner.

There are no other answers. None ol these systems 
will do it. The control is up to the physician alone. The 
Pierce County Medical Bureau will work with you. The 
leadership is here and it is beginning to show itself.

Balm: About two years ago, I asked the comptroller in one 
of the hospitals if he could give me a breakdown on just 
w hat w’ould be billed for cardiac care in that particular 
hospital. He was unable to tell me. Are there any 
financial committees in hospitals where physicians 
have taken an active part? I’ve always felt very much 
left out in terms of evaluating various types of equip­
ment or treatm ents  on a ward care level.

I'm also interested in w'hat became of the second 
opinion program. Have these really been cost effective?

Lindberg: I am not awrare of physicians participating 
in financial management programs at the level at which 
I have been involved. There is still not a consensus that 
second opinion programs really do something beneficial.

Tucker: My challenge was yes, get on these types of 
committees, get into that decision-making. I don't think 
it exists in our community. Some second opinion studies

have been done where there has been excess surgery and 
they have been effective. In other communities, there 
has been no cost effectiveness. It has to be a local 
phenomenon.

Bacrg: One of the principal causes of increased 
utilization has been increased first dollar coverage. It 
was a bargain which had been negotiated between the 
corporations and labor unions. I am appalled that 
physicians are being asked to bear the brunt of 
incredible increases in costs they have really had no 
control over.

Also, the responsibility of a corporation is to its 
stockholders and not necessarily to its employees. There 
may be conflicts of interest when health care coverage is 
bargained for, which may not be in the best interests of 
the patients. Why not spend more for health care, rather 
than less? Maybe we could make an even bigger impact 
on health.

Lastly, I would like to point out that we could all send 
away for mail order medications; maybe we should point 
out to Nordstroms that we could also send away for 
mail order shoes.

Stensager: On the issue of the first dollar coverage 
the point is well taken. The correlation between first 
dollar coverage and over utilization is recognized by 
employers and labor unions. In fact, a number of labor 
unions are interested in joining the association and that 
could possibly happen in the future. The  labor unions 
are as concerned about costs.

I see considerable concern over the quality  of care 
issue. I see employers recognizing that it they institute 
cost containing strategies that are only short-term, and 
if these strategies compromise care, that those issues 
will come back to the bargaining table. The people 
leading this association have considerable experience in 
health care and are wise decision makers.  I see us going 
slowly and bearing those issues in mind.

In terms of mail order pharmaceuticals, that is taking 
taking place. What is being said here is that we need to 
get involved, you need to get involved. If that is not a 
wise decision, you need to let us know.

Jacksvii: What is the time frame of the association's 
study? When do you anticipate seeing some of these new 
programs or new approaches?

Stensager: What we want to do is outline for our 
members the various options, perhaps 15 to 20 options, 
some of which I have mentioned earlier.

There is a lot of talk about preferred provider 
organizations. T h a t  is one area we might look at. By the 
end ol our lirst fiscal year, I would see us having a 
buyers ' guide that would specifically evaluate cost 
ettectiveness, at least in terms of national experience 
and other experiments.

In terms of developing a claims data base, I see us 
having a plan in place and to begin developing a data 
base within the next few months. In terms of looking at 
alternative delivery systems, I see tha t  a couple of years 
down the road.
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IS I T  N O T  POSSIBLE T H A T  WE M A Y  PAY  
MOKE IF  TECHNOLOGY CONTINUES  TO GROW?

B E  S IG NIFICANT/ .1’ DI FFE RE NT T HAN  T H A T  
RENDERED B Y  THE P R I M A R Y  CARE PHYSICIAN?

Stcusager: I think the issue for you to decide is what is 
the result. A lot of companies are spending a lot of money on 
alcoholism programs, occupational health care and so 
forth, so we are seeing an increase in that particular 
area. If the results are positive, 1 see more dollars being 
spent.

At this point, the attitude of the employers is that the 
system is not cost effective. It is not producing results, 
they don't see a correlation in terms of outcomes.

Baker: 1 think a very pragmatic answer to spending 
more is that no one wants to pay for it. It doesn't matter 
what the results are.

Everyone is willing to accept the highest and most 
frequent and most technologically advanced level of 
care—if someone else pays for it. We have reached the 
point that the issue is not how much is appropriate, it is 
how much our society is willing to commit to medical 
care as compared to a lot of other options.

H O W  DO YOU ENVIS ION ORGANIZATIONS SUCH  
,4.S THE PUGET SOUND H E A L T H  PURCHASERS  
AS SOCIATION OR THE PIERCE COUNTY  
MEDICAL  BURE AU IMPACTING  .4 S Y S T E M  
WHERE TH ERE I S A  WIDE DISCREPANCY IN  
CHARGES B Y  VARIOUS SPECIALISTS AND SUB­
SPECIALISTS  WHEN T HE END R ES U L T  M A Y  N O T

Stoisagir: Those kinds of cost differentiations, not 
only between specialties, but between individual cases, is 
a major dilemma facing us. It is something we will be 
focusing on, again, hopefully with some of your 
assistance.

I have to be frank in terms of what is happening and 
that is society, companies, the government, are not 
willing to pay more. The message here tonight is that 
this is a reality. If, in fact, it is an adversary relationship 
and you are saying, “you can't do that to us, we're not 
going to allow you." th a t’s really shortsighted.

I’m not here this evening to be an adversary. I think 
tha t’s very important. It’s just like the lax base in this 
country. We have gotten to the point where we've said 
we can’t increase it any more. That 's  what we are faced 
with in terms of medical care.

Tucker: The debate of cognitive versus technical 
ability isn't new. This group is going to have to 
approach this issue. Why should an internist get the 
same for his 30 minutes with the patient as an 
emergency physician gets for a 3 inch back ot the hand 
laceration? There are some inequities that have to be 
approached.

I think there is elasticity in our system. We've got 
some great savings to be found and then we can get on 
with the high technology' and incorporate it at the same 
time.

In Recognition of Tacoma General Hospital's 
opening of the HOSPICE UNIT

Friday, January 28, 1983 •  8:00 to 9:30 a.m. •  Jackson Hall

Guest Lecture: CAUSES OF CANCER IN THE 80'S 
JEROME W. YATES, M.D., M.P.H.

Associate Director 
Centers & Community Oncology 

National Cancer Institute 
Bathesda, Maryland

Complimentary Breakfast Buffet 7:45 a.m. 
PLEASE: CALL FOR BREAKFAST RESERVATION -  627-7137 -  Before January 24, 1983

10:00 to 3:00 PAIN ! ! ASSESSMENT & INTERVENTION 
Margo McCaffery, R.M., M.S. 

Registration Fee: $20

For further information call COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 627-7137
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Society News Briefs
(C ontinued fro m  page 7)

A uxiliary S u n sh in e /S u p p o rt Group 
W orks to A ss is t  M edical C om m unity

The Auxiliary wishes to remind physicians and 
spouses lhat its Sunshine ' Support Committee stands 
ready to assist those in need. The group is organized on 
a regional basis as follows: Puyallup/Sumner. Marnv 
Weber. 863-8161; Gig Harbor, Diana Dean, 1-858-8270; 
Tacoma, Rubye Ward, 272-2688.

Physicians or spouses aware of a colleague or medical 
family in difficulty are encouraged to contact the 
Auxiliary members listed.

G e n e ra l I n t e r n i s t  seeks p rac tice  o p p o r tu n ity  in S p rin g , ly & i.  
G ra d u a te . George W a sh in g to n  U n iv e rs ity  M ed ica l School. 1 9 /j :  
in te rn s h ip , in te rn a l m ed ic ine , M ich ig a n  S tate A 1 fi11ateel H osp ita ls , 
I9 7 li; res idency, -am e. 1978. D ip lo m a te , N a tio n a l Board ol M edica l 
K xa m m ers . Hoard e lig ib le , A m e rica n  Hoard ol In te rn a l M edic ine . 
M em ber. A m e rica n  College o f P h ys ic ians . L icensed to p rac tice  
m ed ic ine  in ih e  S la te  o f W a sh in g to n , 19.S0. L is t in g  ' r O l l .

COMPUTERIZED
PSYCHOLOGICAL

TESTING

The la tes t revision o f the  M innesota 
Multiphasic Personality Inventory is but one of 
several tests available for your use.

Costs are competitive and available locally 
with rapid results available. Other tests, either 
by computer or individual psychological tests, 
including Rietan Halstead for specific  
neurological problems, are rapidly available for 
your use in screening psychosomatic problems. 
Vocational tests also available. Please contact:

Harold B. Johnston, M.D., P.S. 
B-3009 Allenmore Medical Center 

South 19th & Union 
Tacoma, Washington 98405  

Phone (206) 383-2413

YOUR PROFESSION 
DESERVES THE BEST

IRADIOMCEOF1ACOMA
----------------------------------  . . .  #1 in radio

  paging. Your own personal beeper
will help you keep in touch 24 hours a day,
if you choose 383-PAGE

A N S W E R IN G  
n — < n  SERVICE NORTHW EST . . . provides 
efficient, professionally trained telephone 
secretaries to handle your after-hours calls 
for medical emergencies . . .  or routine 
comm unication needs . . . r-"70  o c c r \  
or both, 24 hours a day. D  ( ^ - d O O U

LIFELINE Emergency
Response System. . .  an alternative to 
placing your patient in an institu tion or re­
quiring constant homecare services. Life­
line provides the opportunity of living alone 
w ithout being alone, Q Q Q  Q O Q Q
24 hours a day. O O O - O ^ O O

DIAPER RASH 
is not a w ay of life

You can recom m end w ith  confidence 
professional d iaper service

L a b o ra to ry  C o n tro lle d . E ach m o n th  a ra nd o m  
sa m p le  o f o u r d ia p e rs  is s u b je c te d  to  e xh a u s tive  
s tu d ie s  in a b io c h e m ic a l la b o ra to ry .
U tm o s t C onven ience . T h a n k s  to  p ic k  u p  and  d e ­
liv e ry  se rv ice , o u r p ro d u c t co m e s  w he n  y o u  need it. 
E c o n o m ic a l. A ll th is  se rv ice , a ll th is  p ro te c tio n  
a g a in s t d ia p e r rash c o s ts  fa r  less th a n  p a p e r d ia p e rs  
— o n ly  p e n n ie s  m o re  a d a y  th a n  h o m e -w a sh e d  
d ia p e rs .

C A U T IO N  TO Y O U R  PATIENTS. It is ille g a l to  d is ­
p ose  o f h um a n  e x c re m e n t in g a rb a g e . M o th e rs a re  
d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r /p la s t ic  d ia p e rs . “ D is p o s a b le "
is a m isn o m e r.

Baby 
Diaper 

\ f  service
Tacoma Seattle
303-1234 634-BABY

W a s h in g to n  s Oldest . M o s t  T rus ted  P ro fe s s io n a l  
D ia p e r  S e rv ic e /S e rv in g  O u r  S e c o n d  G e n e ra t io n
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Auxiliary News

BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND 
A GREAT 1983 TO ALL!

Auxi-Quad Luncheon Scheduled
The Auxi-Quad luncheon, which includes spouses 

from the denial, law, medical and pharmacy 
auxiliaries, will be held at the Tacoma Country and 
Golf Club on January 21. Wine will be served at 
11:00 a.m. with a delicious lunch following at 11:45.

Special invitations will be sent to all Auxiliary 
members; however, reservations can be made through 
Nancy Kennedy, 582-7584. The luncheon speaker is 
Jean Brickell, RN, speaking on, “Techniques for 
Survival."

AM A-ERF Holiday Sharing Card 
Great S u ccess

Thank you for your generous donations to the 
AMA-KRF holiday sharing card project. At press lime 
the total contributed was S12.500!

A special “ thank you" goes to Auxiliary member 
Cindy Anderson for her beautiful artwork featured on 
this year's card.

D ues-M em bership
Please send your membership dues (§38.50) to 

Mary Lenard before February 10. 1983.
Auxiliary needs your membership! The more 
members Auxiliary has, the more delegates 
Pierce County has at the State Medical 
Auxiliary Convention held each Spring. And. 
the more state delegates Pierce County has, the 
better we can impact medical legislation, 
practices, and projects.

Sharon A nn Lawson, 
Membership chairman

1 9 8 2 -1 9 8 3  Nom inating  
Com m ittee E stablished

Nikki Crowley, chairman, reports the following 
Auxilians are serving as Nominating Committee 
members: Gloria Virak, Shirley Murphy, Ane Fulcher, 
Sharon Lawson, and Marilyn Mandeville. Nominations 
for office will be announced at the January Board 
meeting and the February general membership 
meeting.

Elections will be held at the April general meeting 
with installation of new officers at the May meeting.

N ovem ber G eneral M eeting
The November meeting was held at the Puyallup 

home of Dr. and Mrs. James Littlefield (Aldeal.
Thanks are extended to the Coffee Committee, 
chaired by Barbara Lindblad. and her committee of 
Barry Mott and Margaret Grandquist. During the 
coffee members were able to brouse through the 
PC MS Auxiliary Projects Fair.

After a short business meeting, B.J. Hash, director 
of volunteer services for I ’nited Way and author ot 
the Linda Hands column, gave an informative talk on 
"Volunteerism."

Slate Auxiliary president Mary Randolf gave a 
short talk on state auxiliary projects for the year.

Judy iiatrg

Featuring  
Tacoma/Pierce County  

Finest Hom es

SWANSON—McGOLDRICK, 
INC.

A m erican  Federal B u ild ing  
Tacoma, W ash ing ton 98402

RICHARD C. PESSEMIER
Sales Associate

Tacoma: 272-4138 Seattle: 838-4420 

Residence: 572-7030

Real Estate Sales 
Appraisals 

P roperty  M anagem en t
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ENHANCING YOUR FINANCIAL SKILLS
St. Joseph Hospital 
Education Center 

7 :0 0  a.m. to 9 :3 0  a.m.

October 13,1982 
INVESTMENTS IN THE 1980's
‘ Understand tax sheltered investments. 
‘ Differentiate common and preferred stock 
investments.

‘Recognize new developments in the bond 
market.

November IQ, 1982 
INCORPORATION -  WHEN & WHY
‘ Increase understanding of personal 
economics & other non-tax considerations. 

‘ Recognize tax and non-tax benefits. 
‘ Conceptualize how to establish a 
professional service corporation.

GREGG D JORDSHAUGEN. CPA, Partner 
Simonson, M o o re  a n d  Olson, T aco m a  
A c c o u n ta n t, M e d ic a l Socie ty  o f Pierce 
C o u n ty

BARRY D. BRUNT, CPA. M a n a g e r
Simonson. M o o re  a n d  Olson, T aco m a

ROBERT A. KING, V ice  President & M a n a g e r 
D ean  W itte r Reynolds, T aco m a  
Inves tm en t M a n a g e r. M e d ica l Socie ty  
o t P ierce C o u n ty

WILLIAM W  JEUDE. CPA, A c c o u n t Executive 
ENI C o rp o ra tio n . Be llevue 
High T echno logy , Oil a n d  Gas 
Investm ents

December 9,1982
ESTATE PLANNING -  SHIFTING ASSETS, TRUSTS 

AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
‘ Understand estate planning and the 
Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981.

■Recognize value in shifting income 
property to lower tax brackets.

‘ Increase awareness of pension plans.
‘ Increase understanding of life insurance 
and retirement plans.

January 12,1983
EVALUATING A MEDICAL PRACTICE
‘Analyze expense in relation to income to 
control expense.

‘ Define a method for establishing a fee for 
new service.

‘Understand controlling accounts 
receivable.
Including: Cash flow, improving collections 

and accounts receivable.

FACULTY

BARTON L. ADAMS, A tto rn e y
Adam s. G a g lia rd i a n d  H a ls tead, T a co m a  
Legal Counsel, M e d ic a l S ocie ty  o f 
P ierce C o u n ty  

JERRY R, ZANDER. CLU, A c c o u n t E xecu tive  
S ch w art2 , Shera a n d  A ssocia tes 
Brokers. A c tua rie s  a n d  C onsu ltan ts  

DOLORES LUNSTRUM. C M A -A , P resident 
M a n a g e m e n t Resources, T a co m a  
M e d ic a l P rac tice  C o nsu ltan t

CHARLES W, SPAETH, A c c o u n t E xecutive  
The Riley-Griffin C o m p a n y , 
T a co m a -L a ke w o o d  
Real Estate Inves tm en ts-S ynd ica tion

JOHN R. HODDER. CPA, Partner 
Simonson. M o o re  a n d  Olson. T aco m a

Co-Sponsored by MSPC Membership Benefits Inc. 
M edical Society of Pierce County 
College of M edical Education 

Advance Registration Required (Fees Include Breakfast)
MSPC Members -  $25 Each Session, $85 Entire Series 

Non MSPC Physicians -  $30 Each Session, $110 Entire $eries

Please register for the Financial Breakfast Seminars as follows:
Entire Series □  Sept. 15 IH Oct. 13 n  Nov. 10 □  Dec. 9 □  Jan. 12 □

I am a member of MSPC □  I am not a member of MSPC □
Enclosed is my check for $______________________________ _ _  (Make checks payable to  COME)

N a m e _________________--------  Specialty_____________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________Office___________________

City/S tate/Z ip _____________________________________ _________________________________________________

Please address all registrations and correspondence to: Maxine Bailey, Executive Director
College of Medical Education, Inc.
705 South 9th, No. 203 
Tacoma, Washington 98405
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NORTH END CLASSICS

INVEST IN OLD TOWN! Rustic 3 b e d ro o m  class ic  w ith  
2 ba ths , fa m ily  room , fo rm a l d in in g  room , b rea k fas t 
ro om  a n d  liv ing  ro om  w ith  m a rin e  view. W o n de rfu l 
n e w  k itc h e n  w ith  "a n t iq u e "  ch a rm . A lso n e w  c a r ­
pets, b e a u tifu l w a ll coverings, n e w  roof, w iring , a n d  
e le c tr ic  fu rn a c e  Ask to  see h e a t in g  bills. $99,500, 
terms,

ANNIE WRIGHT is just across th e  street fro m  this 
h a n d s o m e  b rick  tu d o r, 3,300 sq, ft, o f e le g a n c e -  
a rc h e d  d oo iw ays , n a tu ra l w o o d , g ra c e fu l s ta ircase  
a n d  so fo rth  $155,000 w ith  $25.00 d o w n  a n d  low  
in te res t o w n e r f in a n c in g . S uperb  fa m ily  hom e,

CLASSIC BRICK, VIEW! D es ig n ed  29 years a g o  by 
Lyle S w edbe rg . th is 5 b e d ro o m , 3 b a th  h o m e  
c o m b in e s  tra d it io n a l a n d  c o n te m p o ra ry  c o n c e p ts  
in a  sp ac io u s  a n d  g ra c io u s  e n v iro n m e n t Superior 
p r iv a c y  a n d  u n o b s tru c te d  m a rin e  view , $249,500.

EXCLUSIVE GARFIELD ROAD, VIEW! A b so lu te ly  o n e  o f 
T a co m a 's  finest v iew  hom es N early  6.000 square  
fe e t w ith  room  for q u a lity  fa m ily  liv ing  a n d  a m e n itie s  
for g ra n d  e n te rta in in g  Flexible terms. $269,500.

3316 N Proctor -  (206) 752-3565

v\ 
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MEDICAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATION 

for the New — 
or established 

practice

D olores Lunstrum  
4109 B ridgeport W ay W est 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
206/564-5600

Villa Shopping Center
MEDICAL OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

22nd & M St. N.E. 
Auburn, WA 98002 

(206) 735-1452 or 246-2323
RENOVATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE. OUR 
OFFICE SPACES ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
OCCUPANCY. EXCELLENT LOCATION; 
AMPLE PARKING.

“ Be low  Competit ive Rates”

Cure
for a 

common 
headache

t

Call Jean Ferguson and let us show you how our 
specialists can do your billing better, saving you 

time, money and a big monthly headache.

P R O F E S S IO N A L  
B IL L IN G  S E R V IC E

400° Bridgeport Wav W ., Suite F 
Tacoma, W A 984oo

565-4990, 564-9277
Serving Tacoma for 15 years. 

Can you afford less?
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COLDWeU. BANKQR □The United States 
Air Force 

Medical Corps
is cu rre n tly  accep ting  app lica tions  fo r the 
fo llo w in g  specia lties:

G eneral S urgery  
O rth o p e d ic  S urgery 

O to rh in o la ryn g o lo g y  
N eurosurgery  

R heum ato logy 
O p h tha lm o logy  

A nesthes io logy 
U ro logy  

O b /G yn  
For fu rth e r in fo rm a tion  call: 

C harles P lunke tt o r Tom  T ho rn to n  
at 442-1307, o r v is it them  at 4518 

U n ive rs ity  W ay NE, Suite  312, 
Seattle, W A 98105 

(o u t-o f-to w n  — call co llec t)
T o u r c o n fid e n tia lity  is assured.

AM
HMEME

A g re a t  w o y  o f life

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

BROWNS POINT 
SWEEPING VIEWS 

OWNER TERMS
SPACIOUS HOME. Marvelous view. Exec­
utive brick. Complete privacy. Six bedrooms, 
3V2 baths. Formal dining, country kitchen. 3 
Fireplaces. Immaculate. $280,000.

NORTHW EST CONTEMPORARY. Solar 
heated Pool Pavilion with Spa. Three bed­
rooms, 2 baths. Heat Pump. G arden area. 
Will consider trade. $255,000.

CU STOM  BRICK RAMBLER. Daylite lower- 
level. Very private Lot. 180° View of Sound 
and Olympics. Priced below appraisal. 
Present all offers. $175,000.

60' LOWBANK WATERFRONT. Charming 
rambler with daylite lower-level. Three bed­
rooms, 2+ baths. Indoor hot tub. Secluded. 
All terms. $205,000.

Call MILDRED MEES 
(206) 878-3500 or (206) 927-5407 eves.

The Ideal X-Ray System
from Pacific X-Ray

PACIFIC X-RAY 
C O R P O R A TIO N

This versatile Bennett system is perfect for 
hospitals, clinics and individual or group practices. 

Features Benefits
•  Auto-Tech one-button 

technique
•  Digital impulse timer, solid 

state
• 2-5 YEAR warranty on all 

parts
• 2 YEAR pro-rata tube 

warranty
•  100 step KvP regulation
• 4-way and 6-way float-top 

table
• ’ LED" MaS readout

• Consistent high-quality 
radiographs

• 100% timing accuracy -few er 
repeats

• Investment protection, 
confidence

> Lower replacement cost

■ 3 00 .400 ,500 ,600  ma

» Professional over-all 
appearance

•  Technique versatility
•  Ease of positioning, speed, 

comfort
• Saves lim e and errors in 

technique
•  Versatility of selection -  

fundamental to tomographic
•  Updated look gives patients 

feelings of con'idence

Pacific X-Ray Corporation is an independent 
Northwest company serving the radiographic pro­
fession since 1947! Call us for (1) X-Ray apparatus,
(2) X-Ray automatic processors, (3) X-Ray chemicals, 
(4) Processor repairs and maintenance, (5) Film,
(6) Silver recovery systems, (7) Radiographic acces­
sories and (8) Education programs.

H om e O ffice
5017 N.E. G rand Avenue
P ortland, O regon 97211

S a les O ffices : P ortland  (503) 287 -3 7 37  
(Toll-free in O regon  1 -800 -452 -7241 ) 
S e a ttle  (206) 5 4 5 -9 0 58
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Classified

Classified and announcem ent copy may 
be m ailed to: Graw in Publications, 1020  
Lloyd Building, 603 Stewart Street, Seattle  
98101, or phoned to Seattle (206) 223- 
0861. 50C per word; $10 m inimum  charge. 
C heck must accom pany copy.

JA C K S O N  HALL M E D IC A L  C ENTER.
Space ava ilab le  fo r  lease across from  
Tacom a  G enera l H o s p ita l D esign  and 
fin ish  to  y o u r requ irem en ts . V ariab le  lease 
rate if des ired . C a ll 627-0031.

TA C O M A , LA K EW O O D  —  Lease sp ace  
fo r  M e d ic a l-D e n ta l S e p c ia lis ts  in th e  new  
F o r t S te i la c o o m  P ro fe s s io n a l B ld g . 
In te r io r  can be d e s ig n e d  fo r  lea so rs  
needs . E x c e lle n t lo c a tio n  and expo su re . 
C o n ta c t Dr. K e n n e th  P. R ing  at 584-6200 
o r 582-5856.

A LLE N M O R E  "B" B U IL D IN G  — M edica l 
o ffic e  space ava ila b le  fo r  sublease. Ex­
ce lle n t p r ic e  fo r  fin ish e d  space  o f 477 or 
1550 sq. ft. C o n ta c t P u lm o n a ry  C o n su l­
ta n ts  N o rth w e s t, (206) 572-5140.

O B -G Y N  — B O A RD  E L IG IB L E /C E R T I­
FIED: P o s itio n  ava ilab le  fo r  second
p hys ic ia n  to  jo in  inn o va tive  O B -G Y N  
d e p a rtm e n t o f a m u lt i-s p e c ia lty  g ro u p  
p ra c tice  in th e  P a c ific  N orthw e s t. F irs t 
year gua ran teed  sa la ry  and ince n tive  w ith  
p a rtn e rsh ip  o p p o r tu n ity  a fte r the  firs t 
year; e xce lle n t b ene fits  and com pensa ­
tio n . C lin ic  is ad ja ce n t to  level III hosp ita l. 
Fo r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll J o h n  Len ihan , M .D.. 
o r  D on  R e d d in g to n  -(206) 627-9151, o r 
w r ite  P. O. B ox 5467, Tacom a, W A 98405.

FOR R ENT a ll o r  p a rt 3200 sq. ft . in 10th & 
K P ro fe s s io n a l B u ild in g . G ood  p a rk in g . 
Id e a l m e d ic a l o f f ic e  lo c a t io n .  C a ll 
383-3207.

FOR RENT: 600 sq ua re  fe e t, p ro fe s s io n a l 
o f f ic e  s p a c e . W a lk in g  d is ta n c e  to  
T a co m a  G ene ra l. $750 m o n th . 627-4182, 
C ascade  M e d ica l B u ild in g .

ELE C TR O LY S IS

H elene  B lack, R.E.

3509 S. 14th St., T a co m a  98405 759-1151 

M em ber: W a sh in g to n  S ta te  E le c tro lys is  
Assn. and  E le c tro lys is  
In te rn a tio n a l Assn.

T ra ine d : K ree In te rn a tio n a l In s titu te
o f E le c tro lys is , N.Y. and W ilsh ire  
B lvd . S ch o o l, Los A nge les

P u g e t S o u n d  C o lle c tio n s  Inc.

Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the medical community since 1960, 
benefiting all Medical Society Members.

Member. A m erican Collectors Association 
M edical/D ental Hospital Bureaus ol A m erica
PS.C is ow ned  a n d  o p e ra ted  
by Frank B Rossiter.

Puget Sound 
C ollections Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A. Street 
EO Box 1213 
Tacoma. WA. 98401

 PSMB------

PUGET SOUND 
MEDICAL BUILDING

Space Available

4 0 8  South “ K" Street 
Tacom a, W ashington 98405  

(2 0 6 ) 272-7055

All im provem ents are in and  ready for 
occupancy . Loca ted  across street 
from Tacom a General Hospital, Mary 
Bridge Children's Hospital.

“Below Competitive Rates"

Rate includes: 
Utilities and  Janitoria l services.

Decem ber 1982 21



Spectrum Pension Consultants, Inc.

A n  in d e p e n d e n t pension  consu lting  o rg a n iza tio n  
p ro v id in g  all th e  services n e e d e d  to  design, 
adm in ister, a n d  m a in ta in  pension  a n d  p ro fit 
sharing  plans

O ur services inc lude:

•  Plan Design to  m e e t your sp ec ific  needs

• Plan Insta lla tion  ass is tance  to  q ua lify  your p la n

•  Plan A d m in is tra tio n  o n  a  co n tin u o us  basis to  m e e t 
g o v e rn m e n ta l requ ire m e n ts

• A ssis tance to  c lients w hose  p lans a re  a u d ite d

Suite 1616 • W ashington Building • Tacoma. W ashington 98402 
','206.1 572-6663

M E D IC A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E . A p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  1400 sq . ft . fo r  re n t o r lea se  in 
m u l t i - s p e c ia l t y  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g ,  T h e  
D o c t o r ’ s P r o fe s s io n a l  B u i ld in g ,  721 
F a w c e tt A ve ., T a c o m a . F o r in fo rm a tio n  
c o n ta c t  M a i B la ir, 627-8111.
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"The Senator Mefcalf House"
5,000 SQ. FT. of paralial elegance. Five to 
seven bedrooms, four baths, "garlanded 
parlour," oval living room, oversized lor. 
Professionally restored ro the highest stan­
dard, the Metcalf house is in a class by itself. 
Call for private appointment.

0315 N. Proctor - (206) 752-3565
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A D V E R T IS IN G  R ATES  
R E P R IN T  IN F O R M A T IO N

IS A V A IL A B L E  BY C O N T A C T IN G  
G ra w in  P u b lic a t io n s  

223-0861

D O U B L E  U N IT  W IT H  E N TR Y . R eason ­
a b le  ren t. W ill d e c o ra te  to  su it. A p p ro p r i­
a te  M e d ic a l —  D en ta l. T a c o m a  M e d ica l 
C e n te r, 1212 S o u th  “ K " St. C a ll fo r  in fo r ­
m a tio n : 474-5061,

W A N T E D  IN T E R N IS T , F A M IL Y  
P R A C T IC E , O B /G Y N  to  jo in  M u l t i ­
s p e c ia lity  g ro u p  in P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t. 
E x c e lle n t co ve ra g e , b e n e fits  and  c o m ­
p e n s a tio n . F irs t ye a r g u a ra n te e  and 
in ce n tive s . O u ts ta n d in g  re c re a tio n a l and  
liv in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s . A re a  serves as 
R e g io n a l O B -P e r in a ta l re fe rra l cen te r. 
N ew  c l in ic  fa c ilit ie s . S end  C .V . o r in q u ir ie s  
to  T h o m a s  H. S k r in a r. M .D ., P u g e t S o u nd  
C lin ic ,  3611 S o u th  "D "  S tre e t, T a co m a , 
W a s h in g to n  98408, o r  p h o n e  c o lle c t 206- 
756 -8569  o r 2 06 -272-0486  a fte r  h ou rs .

U N IO N  A V E N U E  M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  
C E N TE R  — S pace  a v a ila b le  fo r  lease, 
s ta ff lo u n g e  fa c ilit ie s , c e n tra l vac  , a ir, 
and s to ra g e  (n ea r A lle n m o re  H o sp .) C a ll 
752-6336  (M o n .— T h u rs .)  T a c o m a .

P R O F E S S IO N A L  O F F IC E  S P A C E  fo r
re n t/le a s e . V a lle y  P ro fe s s io n a l P laza  
B u ild in g  lo c a te d  d ir e c t ly  a c ro s s  fro m  
V a lle y  G e n e ra l H o s p ita l.  1,020 sq . ft . a t 
$10.50 p e r sq . f t .  A to ta l  o f  7 ro o m s ; 4 
exam  ro o m s , p h y s ic ia n ’ s o f f ic e /c o n s u l­
ta t io n  ro o m , b u s in e s s  o f f ic e  a n d  w a it in g  
ro o m . F irs t f lo o r ,  h a n d ic a p p e d  a c c e s s ­
ib le  e n tra n c e . P lea se  c o n ta c t  P a tty  C a r l­
s o n , 223-6918.

F A M IL Y  P R A C T IC E  lo c u m  te n e n s  o p e n ­
in g s  at T a c o m a , O ly m p ia , F e d e ra l W ay 
M e d ic a l C e n te rs  o f  G ro u p  H e a lth  C o o p ­
e ra t iv e . B o a rd  e l ig ib le /c e r t i f ie d  p h y s i­
c ia n s  fo r  fu l l  s c o p e  p r im a ry  ca re . C o n ­
ta c t:  Dr. J e s s e  M a n te l, 1112 S. C u s h m a n  
S t., T a c o m a , W A  98405, (206) 383-6120.
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How much of your 
medical practice 

are you giving away?
Even the most competent and 
dedicated office staff can have a 
tough time controlling accounts 
receivable. That's where Poorman- 
Douglas can help. Our On-Line 
Medical Accounting System pro­
vides the tools your staff needs 
to improve collections and 
strengthen the business side of 
your practice.

Think of it 
as a Time Machine.

The Poorman-Douglas On- 
Line System can speed up col­
lections and reduce billing prob­
lems. So your staff spends less 
time, and less effort, keeping 
your office on a solid financial 
footing.

It can smooth out and expedite 
many of the tedious administra­
tive details of running a busi­
ness. So you have more time to 
devote to the practice of 
medicine.

Beyond 
that, going 
On-Line 
with
Poorman- 
Douglas 
provides access to a powerful, 
fast medical information system. 
So you get the valuable decision­
making support of an in-house 
computer, without the investment 
of owning one.

Here’s the System.
It consists of a computer ter­

minal with telephone connec­
tion, giving you a “ window” for 
entering data and making inquiries. 
Optional equipment, including a 
printer and a word processor 
with graphics, is available to aug­
ment the basic system. Software 
for the On-Line System has been 
exhaustively researched, and 
was approved only after 
thorough user-testing. The final 
product reflects Poorman- 
Douglas ’s long history in auto­
mated medical accounting, and 
incorporates refinements 
suggested by medical profes­
sionals.

The result is a versatile, cost- 
effective system that can im­
prove your cash flow through 
more timely collections.

POORMAN-DOUGLAS
CORPORATION

S eattle: 2 2 0  W . H arriso n  (206) 283-9781 
P ortland: 1325 S .W . C u ste r  (5 0 3 ) 2 4 5 -5 5 5 5  

E ugene: 710 M cK in ley  (503) 6 8 6 - 1871

Is this the business 
partner you need?

Your first step toward finding 
out is to contact Poorman-Douglas. 
We've been serving the medical 
profession for two decades, with 
automated accounting systems 
that have proved themselves in 
real-life situations.

What's more, we’re the only 
Northwest company to offer 
legitimate, high-quality products 
in all three categories of auto­
mated medical accounting sys­
tems. So we’re singularly qual­
ified to prescribe, objectively, 
the appropriate 
system for 
your 
practice.

Send 
for our 
informative
brochure on the Poorman-Douglas 
On-Line Medical Accounting 
System. Better yet, call fo ra  
convenient, no-obligation con­
sultation in your office.

[ n  Please send me more inlormation on your " 1  
On-Line Medical Accouniine System.

□  Please contact me for a consultation by ; 
Poorman-Douglas; specialist.

N anie_________________________________

A d d r e s s ______________________________________

C i t y ___________________ S t a l e  Z i p _____

P h o n e  {_
Mail lo: Poorman-Douglas Corporation 

1325 S W Custer Dr.
Portland, Oregon 97219L .J



MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY  
705 South 9th, Suite 203  

Tacom a, Washington 98405

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T IO N  R E Q U E S T E D

— —  — "  
BULK RATE

U . S .  P O S T A G E

PAID
T A C O M A ,  W A S H .

PERMIT NO. 6 0 S

Ask your bookkeeper 
how things have changed

Ask about Blue Cross and fast claims payments!
Blue Cross prides itself on fast claims pay­

ments. And on prompt payment reports both to 
you and your patients. Clear, concise and com­
plete reports that practically eliminate send- 
backs and minimize correspondence.

As a matter of fact, because Blue Cross pays

most UCR charges in full, patient billing is often 
eliminated completely when providers use any 
number of standard billing forms. Which makes 
it nice for you, your patients and your office staff.

But don't take our word for it. Ask your 
bookkeeper.

Get on with living, you've got Blue Cross.

Blue Cross
of Washington and Alaska

Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Yakima, Richland, Wenatchee, Anchorage, Juneau

Registered Mark Blue Cross Associalion
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